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34. On April 12, 1973 the President telephoned Charles Colson at 

7:31 p.m. and asked Colson to prepare a specific set of reconnnendations 

with respect to the Watergate matter. The following day Colson met with 

Ehrlichman twice. At the second meeting Colson was accompanied by his 

lawyer. Ehrlichman has testified that at the second meeting Colson said 

that he understood that Howard Hunt would testify before the grand jury 

that the second break-in at the Watergate was opposed by Hunt but that 

Liddy said to Hunt that they couldn't call it off because they were doing 

it on Mitchell's order; that Hunt would testify about the transmittal 

of funds to the Watergate defendants; and that McCord was making alle

gations about a trip to Las Vegas by Hunt, McCord and possibly Liddy to 

break into the safe of Hank Greenspun in a project masterminded by Colson. 

Colson has stated that he recommended to Ehrlichman, among other things, 

that the President take steps to expose those involved in the planning, 

approving or authorizing of the Watergate break-in. 
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34.6 John Ehrliclunan notes of April 13, 1973 meeting 
with Charles Colson and David Shapiro, SSC Exhibit 
No. 98, 7 SSC 2933-36 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• · ••••• . 603 
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35. On April 13~ 1973, the day Magruder began meeting with the 

prosecutors, Lawrence Higby, staff assistant to Haldeman, had two 

telephone conversations with Magruder which were taped without Magruder's 

knowledge. Higby asked Magruder whether his testimony was going to 

be damaging to Strachan and Haldeman. Magruder said it would d~age 

Strachan but he had not talked to Haldeman about . the Watergate until lonJi 

after. Higby told Magruder that it wasn't in his long or short term 

interest to blame the White House. On April 14, 1973 Ehrlichman and 

Haldeman reported these conversations to the President. Ehrlichman told 

the President that Higby had handled Magruder so well that Magruder had 

closed all his doors now with this tape; that the tape would beat the 

socks off Magruder if he ever got off the reservation. 
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36. On April 14, 1973 the President met with Ehrlichman from 

8:55 to 11:31 a.m. and with Haldeman from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. At this 

meeting the President instructed Ehrlichman to meet with Mitchell. The 

President was advised that the grand jury was focusing on the Watergate 

aftermath. There was a discussion of payments to the Watergate defen

dants and of the transfer of $350,000 from Strachan to LaRue to be used 

for payments to the defendants. 

In response to the Judiciary Conunittee's subpoena for the tape 

recording and other evidence of this conversation, the President has 

produced an edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that 

transcript has been prepared. 
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37. On the afternoon of April 14, 1973 Dean, Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

met in Ehrlichman's office. Dean has testified that there was a dis

cussion of whether Haldeman, . Ehrlichman, Dean, Mitchell, Colson and 

others would be indicted. 
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38. On April 14, 1973, at 1:30 p.m., Haldeman had a telephone 

conversation with Magruder and taped the conversation. Magruder told 

Haldeman that he had committed perjury many times; that he had now 

decided to follow his lawyer's advice and make a full disclosure to 

the grand jury; that his testimony would put Gordon in a spot; and that 

he intended to plead guilty. 

38.1 H. R. Haldeman log, April 14, 1973 (received 

38.2 

from SSC·) ............................................. .. 

Recording of a telephone conversation between, 
H. R. Haldeman and Jeb Magruder, April 14, 
1973, and House Judiciary Committee transcrip~ 
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39. On April 14, 1973, at the President's request, Ehrlichman met 

with Mitchell from. 1:40 to 2:10 p.m. Ehrlichman told Mitchell that 

the President had instructed him to talk to Mitchell and say not to hold 

back on account of the Presidency. Mitchell said that he was going to 

stay where he was because he was too far out. Mitchell said that he 

got euchred into it by not paying attention and that the whole genesis 

.of this thing was at the White House. Mitchell told Ehrlichman that 

Dean had been caught in the middle like so many others who were trying 
. 

to keep the lid on until after the election and trying to keep the lid 

on all the other things that had gone on at the White House. Magruder's 

pending disclosures to the prosecutors were also discussed. Mitchell 

told Ehrlichman that some of · the White House fund had been used to make 

payments to the defendants, with Haldeman's approval, prior to the return 

of the money to Fred LaRue. 
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40. On April 14, 1973 the President met with Haldeman from 1:55 to 

2:13 p.m. Haldeman reported to the President on his telephone conver

sation with Magruder. These was a discussion of what Haldeman and Strachan 

would say if Magruder testified that he had sent Gemstone materials to 

Strachan. 

In response to the Connnittee' subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of this conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript 

has been prepared. 
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41. On April 14, 1973 the President met with Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

from 2:24 to 3:55 p.m. At this meeting Ehrlichman reported on his meeting 

with Mitchell. There was a discussion of the motive for the payments to 

the defendants and the transfer of the $350,~00 from the White House to 

the Conunittee for the Re-election of the President. The President instructed 

Ehrlichman to meet with Magruder. There was a discussion whether it 

would reduce thelikelihood of Department of Justice follow-up if Ehrlich

man gave a report to Kleindienst rather than Silbert. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of this conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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42. On April 14, 1973 John Ehrlichman met with Jeb Magruder and 

his attorneys. Ehrlichman informed Magruder and his attorneys that 

he was conducting an investigation for the President. Magruder and 

his attorneys discussed with Ehrlichman the information which Magruder 

had disclosed to the prosecutors earlier that day to the effect that 

at a meeting in Key Biscayne Mitchell, LaRue and Magruder had partici

pated in an express and specific approval of the plan to break into and 

bug the DNC headquarters and to bug McGovern headquarters and the 

Fontainebleau headquarters of the Democratic Convention. 

42.1 Jeb Magruder testimony, 2 SSC 808 ••••••••••••••••••• 
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43. On April 14, 1973 the President met with Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

from 5:15 to 6:45 p.m. Ehrlichman reported to the President on his 

meeting with Magruder and his attorneys. The President instructed 

Haldeman to give Strachan a report of Magruder's testimony. There was 

a discussion of the motive for the payments to the defendants. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of this conversation, the President has produced 

an edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript 

has been prepared. 
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44. On April 14, 1973, at approximately 6:00 p.m. and during the 

meeting specified in the preceding paragraph, Ehrlichman telephoned 

Kleindienst. Ehrlichman told Kleindienst that he had been conducting 

an investigation for the President. There was a discussion of what 

Ehrlichman should do with the information he had uncovered. Kleindienst 

has testified that Ehrlichman told him that the testimony that Magruder 

had given to the U.S. Attorneys would implicate people high and low in 

the White House and in the campaign co111111ittee. The President has produced 

an edited transcript of this conversation. According to this transcript 

Ehrlichman stated that the information provided by Magruder implicated 

people up and down in the Committee to Re-elect; and, when Kleindienst 

asked who Magruder implicated besides himself and Mitchell, Ehrlichman 

answered Dean, LaRue, Mardian and Porter. 
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45. On April 14, 1973 the President had a telephone conversation with 

Haldeman from 11:02 to 11:16 p.m. There was a discussion of what would be 

said to Strachan about the information Magruder was giving to the prosecu

tors. There was also a discussion about the motive for making payments to 

the defendants. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of this conversation, the President has produced an/ 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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46. On April 14, 1973, from 11:22 to 11:53 p.m., the President had 

a telephone conversation with John Ehrlichman. There was a discussion 

of what Ehrlichman would say to Colson and Strachan about his conver

sation with Magruder, and what Ehrlichman would say to Dean about a plan 

to deal with obstruction of justice allegations. There was also a dis

cussion of whether Haldeman should be dismissed. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of this conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 
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47. During the evening of April 14, 1973 Petersen was briefed by 

the prosecutors on the information furnished by Dean and Magruder. 

Petersen telephoned Kleindienst and arranged to report to him immediately. 

On April 15, 1973 Kleindienst met at his home with Petersen, United States 

Attorney Titus, and chief prosecutor Silbert from approximately 1:00 a.m. 

to 5:00 a.m. Kleindienst was briefed on evidence implicating high 

White House and CRP officials in the Watergate break-in and the obstruc

tion of the government's investigation. Kleindienst decided to arrange 

a meeting with the President that morning. 

47.1 Henry Petersen testimony, 9 SSC 3627-28 •••••••••••••••• 

47.2 Richard Kleindienst testimony, 9 SSC 3572-73, 
35 7 8- 79, 3585-86 ...................................... . 
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48. On April 15, 1973 at 8:41 a.m. Kleindienst attempted to reach 

the President by telephone to request an innnediate meeting. The President 

returned Kleindienst's call at 10:l:3 a.m. and- agreed to meet Kleindienst 

that afternoon. 
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49. On April 15, 1973 John Ehrlichman met with Gordon Strachan from 

approximately 10:00 a.m. to 10:35 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. to noon. They 

discussed Strachan's recollection of his contacts with Magruder and 

Haldeman relating to Watergate. Ehrlichman has testified that he con

fronted Strachan with Magruder's allegation about sending Strachan a 

budget which included specific reference to bugging, and that Strachan 

said that he was sure he had never seen anything like that. Ehrlichman's 

notes of his meeting with Strachan reflect a reference to a memorandum 

from Strachan to Haldeman stating a sophisticated intelligence operation 

is going with a 300 budget. 
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50. On April 15, 1973 the •President met with John Ehrlichman from 

10:35 to 11:15 a.m. Ehrlichman reported that he was meeting with Strachan. 

There was a discussion of the motive for payments to the defendants and 

of what Dean's defense might be to obstruction of justice charges. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has been 

prepared. 
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51. On April 15, 1973 the President met with Attorney General Klein-

dienat from 1:12 to 2:22 p.m. in the President's EOB office. Kleindienst 

reported to the President on the evidence against Mitchell, Dean, Haldeman, 

Ehrlichman, Magruder, Colson and the others. Kleindienst has testified 

that the President appeared dumbfounded and upset when Kleindienst told 

him about the Watergate involvement of Administration officials, and that 

the President did not state that he had previously been given this infor

mation by John Dean. The President asked about the evidence against 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman and made notes on Kleindienst's response. There 

was a discussion of the payments to the defendants and what motive had 

to be proved to establish criminal liability. There was discussion of 

the transfer of $350,000 from the White House to LaRue. The President 

made a note: "What will LaRue say he got the 350 for?" 

The Connittee has subpoenaed the tape recording and other evidence 

of this conversation. The President has stated that the tape on the 

recorder for his EOB office ran out during his afternoon meeting with 

Kleindienst. The President has produced an edited transcript of a 

recording of a portion of the conversation. A sWllllary of that transcript 

has been prepared. 
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S2. On April 1S, 1973 from 2:24 to 3: .30 p.m. the President met with 

Ehrlichman in the President's EOB office. From 3:27 to 3:44 p.11. the 

President spoke to Haldeman by telephone and discussed conflicts between 

the recollections of Magl.'Uder and Strachan concerning conversations 

about Watergate. At 3:48 p.m. the President returned a telephone call 

from Kleindienst and agreed to have Petersen join their upcoming meeting. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

.and other evidence of the President's meeting with Ehrlichman, his 

telephone conversation with Haldeman, and his telephone conversation 

with Kleindienst, the President has produced edited transcripts of the 

recordings of the Haldeman and Kleindienst telephone calls. Summaries 

of those transcripts have been prepared. The President has stated that 

the tape on the recorder for his EOB office had run out during his 

afternoon meeting of April 15, 1973 with Kleindienst and that no further 

conversations in that office were recorded. 
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·53. On April 15, 1973 Petersen and Kleindienst met with the President 

from 4:00 to 5:15 p.m. in the President's EOB office. Petersen has testi

fied that he reported on the information that the prosecutors had received 

from Dean and Magruder and that his report included the following: that 

Mitchell had approved the $300,000 budget for the Liddy "gemstone" oper

ation; that budget information for "gemstone" and summaries of intercepted 

conversations were given to Strachan and that information given to Strachan 

was for delivery to Haldeman; that if the prosecutors could develop 

Strachan as a witness, "school was going to be out as far as Haldeman 

was concerned"; that Ehrlichman through Dean informed Liddy that Hunt 

should leave the country; and that Ehrlichman had told Dean to "deep six" 

certain information recovered by Dean from Hunt's office. Petersen has 

also testified that he recormnended that Haldeman and Ehrlichman be dis

missed, but Dean be retained while cooperating with the prosecutors. 

Petersen has testified that the President: exhibited a lack of shock 

and emotion; spoke well of Haldeman and Ehrlichman; suggested that Dean 

and Magruder were trying ,to exculpate themselves; suggested a cautionary 

approach to the granting of immunity; stated that he had first learned 

that there were more significant problems than he had anticipated on March 

21, 1973, although he did not tell Petersen what Dean had told him on that 

date; stated that he had told Dean to write a report but that Dean had 

been unable to write a report; stated that he told Ehrlichman to conduct 

an investigation after Dean failed to deliver his report; stated that 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman had denied the charges against them; and requested 
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that Petersen reduce to writing what he had said to the President about 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman. 

The Committee has subpoenaed the tape recording and other 

evidence regarding this conversation. The President has stated that 

the tape on the recorder for his EOB office ran out during his afternoon 

meeting with Kleindienst. 
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S4. On April 1S, 1973 the Watergate prosecutors interviewed John 

Dean. The prosecutors were informed that Gordon Liddy and E. Howard 

Hunt had participated in the break-in at the office of Daniel Ellaberg's 

psychiatrist. Dean stated that not all the material froa Runt's safe 

~ad been turned over to FBI agents after the Watergate break-in, but 

that certain materials from the safe were personally handed by Dean to 

Gray. 
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55. On April 15, 1973 at approximately 7:30 p.m., Ehrlichman requested 

a meeting with Dean. Dean's attorney discussed this request with Petersen 

who advised against such a meeting. Dean arranged to have the President 

told that Dean was acting out of loyalty to . the President and that Dean 

felt the meeting requested by Ehrlichman was inappropriate at this time. 

The President telephoned Petersen and spoke with him from 8:14 to 8:18 p.m. 

and from 8:25 to 8:26 p.m. Petersen told the President about Ehrlichman's 

request to meet with Dean. The President asked if Petersen would have any 

objection to the Presidenf's meeting with Dean. Petersen said he had no objec-

tion. The President arranged to meet with Dean that evening. 

In response to the Comnittee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of the President's telephone conversations with 

Petersen, the President has produced edited transcripts of the recordings. 

A summary of these transcripts has been prepared. 
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56. On April 15, 1973 from 9:17 to 10:12 p.m., the President met 

with John Dean in the President's EOB office. Dean has testified that 

he reported to the President that he had been to the prosecutors; that 

the President asked him about Haldeman's knowledge of the Liddy plans; 

that the President stated he had been joking when he said it would be 

easy to raise $1 million to pay for maintaining the silence of the 

Watergate defendants; and that the President said in a nearly inaudible 

tone that he had been foolish to discuss Htm.t's clemency with Colson. 

Dean also has testified that he told the President he bad not discussed 

with the prosecutors his conversations with the President and that the 

President told him that he could not tell the prosecutors about national 

security matters or about any of the conversations between the President 

and Dean. Dean has testified that the nature of the President's questions 

led him to think that the President was taping the conversation. The 

President's notes of this meeting indicate that the President asked 

Dean what he had told Kalmbach about the purpose of the money and that 

Dean said he had briefed Haldeman and Ebrlicbaan eve,;y inch.of the way. 

During this meeting the President telephoned Petersen from 9:39 to 9:41 

p.m. and instructed Petersen to contact Liddy's attorney and tell him 

that the President wanted Liddy to tell everything he bows. 

The President has stated that the tape on the recorder for his 

EOB office ran out on the afternoon of April 15, 1973. In response to 

the COlllllittee's subpoena for the tape recording and other evidence of his 
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telephone conversation with Petersen, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript 

has been prepared. 
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57. On April 1S, 1973 from 10:16 to 11:15 p.m. the President met with 

H. R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman in the President's EOB office. During 

this meeting Ehrlicbman at the President's request telephoned Patrick 

Gray and discussed the documents taken from Hunt's White House safe and 

given to Gray by Dean in June 1972. Shortly thereafter Ehrlichman tele

phoned Gray and had a second conversation regarding the contents of Hunt's 

safe. Ehrlichman told Gray that -Dean had told the prosecutors that he 

had delivered two of Hunt's files to Gray. Gray told Ehrlichman that he 

had destroyed the documents. 
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34. On April 12, 1973 the President telephoned Charles Colson at 

7:31 p.m. and asked Colson to prepare a specific set of recommendations 

with respect to the Watergate matter. The following day Colson met with 

Ehrlichman twice. At the second meeting Colson was accompanied by his 

lawyer. Ehrlichman has testified that at the second meeting Colson said 

that he understood that Howard Hunt would testify before the grand jury 

that the second break-in at the Watergate was opposed by Hunt but that 

Liddy said to Hunt that they couldn't call it off because they were doing 

it on Mitchell's order; that Hunt would testify about the transmittal 

of funds to the Watergate defendants; and that McCord was making alle

gations about a trip to Las Vegas by Hunt, McCord and possibly Liddy to 

break into the safe of Hank Greenspun in a project masterminded by Colson. 

Colson has stated that he recommended to Ehrlichman, among other things, 

that the President take steps to expose those involved in the planning, 

approving or authorizing of the Watergate break-in. 
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34.1 PRESI DENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 12, 1973, EXHIBIT 17, 
I N RE GRAND JURY MISC. 47-73 
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7:54 

8:00 

8:13 

8:17 

8:21 

8:57 

9:17 

9:26 

9:55 

10:03 

10:03 

11:27 

11 :30 

Tl~IE 

--
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7:55 

8:19 

8:54 

9:55 

10:00 

11 :27 

11:43 

12:28 

------ - --------------
PilESIDErH HiCflA:-m Nli<Of·!'S Oi\lLY OIAHY 

IJJ\Tf. f.\fo ., DJy~ Yr . ) 

APiUL 12, 1973 
-11~1E ll.\Y 

P The President talked with his Nilitary Aide, ~laj. John V. 

p 

R 

Brennan. 

The President had breakfast. 

The President telephoned long distance to Charles W. Colson 1 

attorney for Colson and Shapiro, in Washington, D .C. The 
call was not completed. 

The President motored from Aspen Lodge to the Camp David 
helipad. 

The President flew by helicopter from Camp David, }laryland to 
the South Grounds of the White House. For a list of 
passengers, see APPENDIX "A." 

111e President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President was telephoned long distance by Mr. Colson in 
Dover, Massachusetts. The call was not completed. 

The President met with his Assistant, Henry A. Kissinger. 

The President went to the Cabinet Room. 

The President met with members of the NSC. For a list of 
attendees, see APPENDIX "B." 

White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with his Assistant, H. R. Haldeman. 

The President met to discuss U.S.-European relations with: 
Joseph Luns, Secretary General of NATO 
Donald Rums feld, Ambassador from the U.S. to NATO 
Hr. Kissinger 
Members of the press, in/out 
White House photographei;, in/out 

The President met for a photo opportunity with: 
12:29 12:36 Oscar Ber ger, cartoonist 
12:29 1:06 Ronald L. Ziegler, Pre ss Secretary 

L 
White House photographer, in/out 

:Ir. Berger pre se nted the Pr esi dent with :ln original cartoon 
of the President meeting with Jap:mcse Ernreror Hi.rohito in 

- ( September, 1971. _------., 
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• / ,, ... , 1. ,•~ -. P.,,,1,L 
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1:16 

1:21 

2:24 

2:29 

2:28 

3:45 

5:21 

6:55 
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ACTIVITY 

AP:nL 12, 1971 
f!~1E D .\Y V 

l: 10 p .m. TIWRSDAY 

The President met with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. Bull. 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President met with Mr. Bull. 

The President talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President met with Nr. Ehrlichman. 

TI1e President returned to the Oval Office. 

The President met with John B. Connally, attorney for Vinson, 

Elkins, Searls, Connally and Smith. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President went to the State Dining Room. 

The President hosted a reception honoring }krr.bers of Congress 

who supported the President's veto of S.7, vocational 

rehabilitation and !I.R.3298, w;iter and se we r legislation. 
For a list of guests, see APPDIDIX "C." 

Members of the press, in/ out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President had dinner with: 
TI1e First Lady 
Tricia Cox 

The President talk -2d long di s tance with ~Ir. Colson in Dover, · 
Massachusetts. 

The Presid e nt went to the White House bmding alley. 

The President retur r.,.?d to th e second floor Residence. 
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34. 2 CHARLES COLSON DRAFT STATEMENT TO SSC, SEPTEMBER 1973., 1, 46-48 

I appreciate the opportunity to present this opening 

stacement to your Committee. I shall first attempt to the best 

of my recollection to recount my knowledge of the events 

surrounding the Watergate Affair. 

I wil_l also attempt, if I may, to give this Co:nmittee 

some insight into the mood and atmosphere which existed in 

the White House during th~ Nixon years. I have followe.d your 

proceedings to date; it is clear that you are seeking to deter-

mine not only what in fact happened, but why and how these 

things could have happened. 

AS TO THE FACTS: 

I first heard that there had been a burglary at the 

one m~re adJiticn to the D. C. crim2 
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34. 2 CHARLES COLSON DRAFT STATEMENT TO SSC, SEPTEMBER 1973, 1, 46-48 

46. 

Mr. Dean has testified that on March 21 he told 

the President of th0 extent of the co·,er-up and urged 

the President to take_ steps to remove the "cancer on his 

Presidency". Not on this date, April 2, nor on any 

other date for that matter, did John Dean ever express to 

me a belief that the President might be involved in a 

cover-up or indeed that a cover-up even existed. Not on 

this date nor on any other date did ' Mr. Dean ever·suggest 

to me that he was seeking a way to help the President remove 

the "cancer on his ·Presidency". Mr. Dean knew full well 

that I was in communication with the President. If he felt 

then the way he has testified he did -- that is, the cover

up had to be ended -- why didn't he ever mention this to me? 

As a result of Magruder's allegations, I submitted to 

a polygraph examination on April 4 ad.t-ninistered by Mr: 

Richard Arther, the report of which was made available to 
l 

your staff on May 3. The examiner concluded that I had 

had no prior knowledge or involvement in the Watergate. 

On April 12, the President called me in Boston to say 

that he wanted to act pro:nptly on Watergate. He asked 2e 

to prepare a specific set of reco~rn~nd a tions, what I believ2 he 

called a "prccis", and to sub:~:it i::: t o hir:.~ as soon as 

posJ i bl c. Sho r tly th er c 3ft cr, Mr. Ehrlich m2n called to 

(592) 



34.2 CHARLES COLSON DRAFT STA.TEMENT TO SSC1 SEPTEMBER 1973, 1, 46-48 

47. 

tell me that he was aware of the President's request, 

that he had been investigating actively on the President's 

behalf and, as soon as I had my recommendations prepared, 

he would like me to ~ring them to him. 

I met with Mr. Ehrlichman twice on April 13. During 

the morning I met with him alone to try to determine from 

him i;vhat information he had obtained so that I could prepare 

my m-m recol!lID.endations more intell:i!gently. Specifically, 

I wanted to know whether it had been determined who had - . 

ordered the Watergate because it was essential to know that 

in order to make any recommendations. John explained that 

he himself had been digging into the matter very deeply, 

did not have all the critical facts but was in the process 

of assembling them. He told me that he had had to take over 

the investigation inasmuch as John Dean had been told to 

go to Camp David to write a report but couldn't ·write one, 

thereby raising grave doubts about the adequacy of his work 

and his own involvement. 

I told Hr. Ehrlichman that Mr. Shapiro had been digging 

very hard and that we had a· number of recommendations. T • ..,onn 

s1.1ggested that both. Shapiro an.d I retu·rn in the afternoon. \,Ie 

did so, told Ehrlich."Ttan all that we then knew ~nd made the 

followir.g recormncncbtions: 

(593) 



34.2 CHARLES COLSON DRAFT STATEMENT TO ssc2 SEPTEMBER 1973~ 1, 46-48 

48. 

L 

We urged that whoever was involved in 

authorizing, planning or approving the 

Watergate either come forward or steps 

be taken. to see that they ,;,rere exposed; 

We recommended that the President waive all 

Executive Privilege for the Watergate incident 

only and/or for any alleged criminal conduct 

arising out of the Watergate; 

We alternatively suggested that the President 

waive Executive Privilege for the foregoing .. 
and for campaign issues for principal White 

House aides like Haldeman and Colson; 

We once again urged the appointment of ai-i 

independent special counsel ar1d the replace

ment of John Dean; 

Finally, Shapiro further suggested that Hr. 

Liddy and his counsel be called into the Oval 

Office and be told by the President himself 

that he wanted Liddy to tell the whole truth. 

Shapiro added that he had heard that Liddy was 

remaining silent because he was assured of 

a pardon. Shapiro said that Liddy should 

be told th2t th~ only , .. :a.y he cot:ld be cons ide::-ed 

for clemency ,;,rn.s if he car.,e fcr;;2rd and told 
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34.3 JOHN EHRLICHMAN LOG, APRIL 13, 1973 

G~:.-mer.t 9 :•JO 
9:15 Di.ck ~\.Loor2 1s o££icc - C~ar-:n~nt, Ji:-:-r1 0 1.Con.:1oc 
11 :00-.l l :45 Pl""-~siclent 
12 :30:-1:J()"President 
1 :30 , Roger 3a::th, Lee Eer ..... 1<~1 (ta:-c sir..::..~lifi~1tion. slide sho\ 1:,) 

2:10 Roger Barth 
2:15-4:00 President 
5:30 Blair Eo"Li.se (Sen.a.tors Ervin and Baker) 

. 7:00 Buffet at Italian Er.:ibassy - 1601 Fuller - Black tie 
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A Yes, I did. 

Q Was there more than one such conversation? 

on the 

please, 

Mr. Ehrlichman? 

A It would have been between our return from California 

·which must have been about the 10th, I guess, 9th or 10th of 

April, and April 15th. As a matter of fact, I saw hin in my 

office on the 13th. 

Q Do you have any note of that conversation? 

A Yes, I do. 

Q What questions did you ask Mr. Colson and how did he 

respond? 

HR. STRICI<LER: Within the limitation as to time? 

MR. DUUiE: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: We were accompanied in our conversation by his 

partner and attorney, ~r. Shapiro. 

BY NR. DUN IE: 

Q Anyone else present? 

A No. 

Q This is the face-to-face conversation? 

A 'l'his was a face--to-face conversation. They '.1ad c0111e to 
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see me to give me an opportunity to ask questions and to discuss 

problems of executive privilege and its scope and to make sone 

suggestions as ·to how the White House should conduct itself in 

just skip around in the notes, Mr. Colson advised rne that he 

understood that the second break-in was opposed by Howard Hunt 

but that Mr. Liddy said to Mr. Hunt, "We can't call it off. ~"Ie 

are doing this on Mr. Mitchell's order. We oust go ahead. 11 

This was in relation to Mr. Colson's prediction of what Howard 

Hunt would testify to when recalled before the Grand Jury, which 

had not yet occurred and was then going to be upcoming. Ee said 

he thought that Hunt would corroborate HcCord's testimony without 

Lbeing more specific than that. 

tive privilege. 

There is quite a lot about execu-

Q Did he voice an opinion to you as to the position the 

White House should take at that time on executive privilege? 

A Yes, he did. 

Q What did he say? 

HR. S'I'RICKLER: I think this is beyond the scope of your 

complaint and I object to it on the ground of relevanci and I 

suggest the witness not answer. 

THE WITNESS: I will comply. That is rcQlly all that I 

elicited from hin that is within the c;uic1c1i ncs here. 

(597) 
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FRIDAY, JULY 27, 1973 

U.S. SENATE, 
SELECT CoMMITTEEON 

PREsmENTIAi. CAMP4IG~ A.CTIV1TIEs, 
W <UJhingt01t, D.O. 

The Select Committee met, pursuant to recess, at 10 :05 a.rn., in 
room 318, Russell Senate Office Building, Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr. 
(chairman), presiding. 

Present: Senators Ervin, Talmadge, Inouye, Montoya, Baker, 
Gurney, and Weicker. 

Also present: Samuel Dash, chief counsel and staff director; Fred 
D. Thompson, minority counsel; Rufus _L. Edmis~en, deputy chief 
counsel; Arthur S. :Miller, chief consultant; Jed J 9hnson, consultant; 
David M:. Dorsen, James Hamilton, and Terry Fi Lenzner, assistant 
chief counsels; R. Phillip Haire, Marc Lackritz, "William T. :Ma.,1:on, 
Ronald D. Rotunda, and Barry Schochet, assistant'maiority counsels; 
Eugene Boyce, hearings record counsel; Donald G. Sanders, deputy 
minority counsel~ Howard S. Liebengood, H. William Shure, and 
Robert Silverstein, assistant minority counsels; Pauline 0. Dement, 
research assistant; Eiler Ravnholt, office of Senator Inouye; Robert 
Baca, office of Senator Montoya; Ron Mc)Iahan, assistant t-0 Senator 
Ba~er; A. Searle Field, assistant to Senator '\Veicker; John -Walz, 
publications clerk. '. 

Senator ERvrN. Senator Inouye, will you resume your examination 
of the witness. • 

Senator !Noun. Thank you very much. 
Mr. Ehrlichman, when we recessed yesterday we were discussing 

our. interviews as part of the inqu~ry made_in ~ehalf of the Preside1;1t, 
nd m response to one of my Questions you md1cated that yon had dis

cussed or talked with Mr. O'Brien, Mr. Kalmbach, Mr. Dean, ::Mr. 
Mitchell, and again with Mr. Strachan, and you have indicated that 
you had maintained interview notes. · 

TESTIMONY OF 10HN EHRLICDAN-Resumed 

Mr. EHRLTCH"rAx. Of <,ome of those~ Senator, and I ne,e:lected .to 
say I also talked to l\f r. Kro,e:h because of something that came up in 
the course of these interviews that I wanted to inquire about. so he 
would be an additional individual that I talked to. 

Senator Ixouri. We have no notes on Mr. Kalmbach. :Mr. Dean. )fr. 
Mitchell. and Mr. Strachan. Is there anv reason for this~ 

l\Ir. EnRr,TCHMAN. You shoulrl ha,·e. There are notes for Strachan 
and DPan. There are no notes for mv talk with either-for mv talk 
with Mr. Kalmbach. We did turn O\·er to the committee staff the 
transcript of mv interview with )fr. )!itchPll "·hi.ch is a very. Yer~· 
poor one. It is not wry helpful. It is wry sk<-tdiy. · 

(272!l) 
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Senator INOUYE. Mr. Dash, do we have the copies of the Kalmbach, 
Dean, Mitchell, and Strachan-- . 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. There are no Kalmbach notes, Senator. There are 
Dean and Strachan notes. The notes that I ham here are O'Brien. 
Dean, Colson, Magruder, and Strachan. . . 

Mr. DASH. Senator Inouye, whatever you have, is what we received. 
In other words, that was intact, delivered to us in that form, and we 
have no other notes . . 

Senator ERVIN. Let the reporter assign it t.he appropriate exhibit 
umber. · 

[The document referred to was marked exhibit No. 98.*] · 
Senator INOUYE. Then we have here, Mr. Ehrlichman, one Strachau 

and you had two Strachan meetings. . . 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. There are only notes for one. · · . 
Senator INOUYE. We have a Reisner meeting. 
:Mr. EHRLICHMAN .. No. I think that is actually the-that is the Dean 

meeting, J. D. is up in the corner of it. That is the Dean meeting on 
April 13 at 3 p.m. , . 

Senator INOUYE. riien, we have an O'Brien meeting. 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes. 
Senator INOUYE. And Colson and Shapiro. 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Right. 
Senator INOUYE. And Magruder. 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Correct. That is it. 
Senator INoUYE.':We have no Mitchell. 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. No; you have the transcription of two tapes, 

Mitchell and Magruder, that are both very, very hard to read, hard to 
understand because the tapes are hard to understand. You also have 
the ta7?es themselv~s, and they are for whatever they are worth. I do 
not thmk you can . make much from them. 

Senator 
0

IN0UYE. I received these notes early this morning, l\Ir. 
Ehrlichman, and I must confess that I find it very difficult to linder
stand your hieroglyphics here. 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Sure, right. 
1Senator INOUYE. So, if I may ask you, whenever the initial "H" 

·appears, is that for Mr. Haldeman¥ 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Not necessarilv. You would have to take it in the 

cont~xt. Senator, t~at could also be.Hunt in some cases here, although 
I used the double "H" for Hunt on occasion. 

Senator INOUYE. JNof is John Mitchell i 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. 
Senator INOUYE. And .TSM is :Magruder? 
Mr. EHRUCHMAN. Yes, sir. 
Senator INOUYE.Lor LD or LID is Liddv ¥ 
Mr. EHRLICH.MAN. Well, LID is certainly Liddy, and I do not re-

call-yes, I have used L also for Liddy in the Magntder notes. · 
Senator INOUYE. And Kor EK for Krogh i 
·~fr. EHRLICHMAN. I believe so, ves. 
Sen ator IxouYE. And CC for Colson~ 
Mr. EHRUCHMAN. Yes. 
Senator IxoUTE. Now, there is a Greek symbol, the svmbol pi. who 

~ili~, . 

•see p . :?915. 
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l\Ir. EunLICHMXN. I would, Senator. I don't believe tha.t I would 
have a great deal of information on either of those phases to assist 
but I would be happy to be available. 

Senator BAKER. The only point I make is if we forego questions 
now, it does not. imply we cannot ask you questions later. 

Mr. EHRLICH::-.rAN. Certainly. 
Senator BAKER. Mr. Wilson handed a copy of the Congressional 

Record dealing with income tax during the Kennedy and Nixon ad- · 
ministrations. Was it your wish that that be examined by the com
mittee or made part of the record or what was the purpose of that} 

Mr. Wn.sox I just thought it would be made part of the record but~ 
in effect"! you want to ask any questions about it, make any statements, 
it is a very long statement. Very long colloquy, rather. 

Senator BAKER. And it is your contention it relates to the testimony 
of the witness, i\Ir. Ehrlichman, in response to queries put largely 
by Senator :Montoya on the examination of income tax returns1 · 

:i\'Ir. WILSON. That is the purpose of it, sir. 
Senator BAKER. Mr. Chairman, if there is no objection I would 

like to see the document identified for the record and accepted for 
that purpose. . 
. I have no questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator ERVIN. The document will be identified for the record and 
received as an exhibit. · 

[The document referred to was marked exhibit No.105.*] 
Senator ERVIN. Senator Inouve. 

. Senator INOUYE. Thank you, -Mr. Chairman. r Mr. Ehrlichman, may we now study your April 13, 1973, C.C. and 
Shapiro interview note~ . 

Mr. EHRLICHl\rAN. yes, sir. I will get my copy. 
All right, sir. 
Senator INOUYE. Will you please proceed, sir. On the first line, 

executive privilege, I believe it says. . 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes. This-I should say that this meeting was 

h&d primarily at Mr. Colson's request at the end of the day on the 
13th of April. The first thing that he said was that he had some
some suggestions and points of view that he would like to have con
veyed to the President and that was the purpose of the-the purpose 
of the meeting, but I also conceived of it as some opportunity to 
develop additional information because I was in the course of this 
inquiry. That first line refers to R. K. being Richard Kleindienst to 
the Congress about executive privilege and he simply noted that it has 
the Hill up in arms. 

Senator INOUYE. Please proceed, sir. 
Mr. EHRLICHl\IAN. Then he said that Mr. Hunt at 2 p.m., on the 

coming )Ionday would once again be testifying both from the stand
point of hearsay and firsthand·. He said his· sources were both within 
the Government and Mr. Bittman, Mr. Hunt's attorney, that he would 
testify that funds had traveled--

Se1iator Ism:,n:. ,virnt. funds are we talking abouU . 
Mr. EIIRLICHl\L\N, '\Yell. we are talking about.these funds for the 

defendants in the criminal case, that fund from Parkinson and
traveled from Parkinson and O'Brien to Hunt to the Cubans and on 

•see p. 2978. 
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other occasions from O'Brien to Hunt to )Irs. Hunt. and I have down 
the snm of $10,000 in the latter-in the latter category. He said all of 
this transmittal of funds information will be coming out. 

Then he said with relation to :Mr. McCord, as I recall the setting of 
this was that l\f cCord was coming up with all sorts of wild stories. His 
later story ·was that Hunt and McCord, and he didn't know whether 
Liddy has been involved in this or not, has made a trip to Las Vegas. 
They landed. They had an airplane standing by. They were going to 
bre.ak into the safe of Hank Greenspun who was a publisher in Las 
Vegas and that :McCord wa.$ saying that. this was a maneuver master-
minded by Charles Colson. Mr. Colson vehemently denied that he had 
any knowledge or acquaintanceship with such a maneuver or that he 
had anything to do with it, and he cited this simply as an example of 
the far out kind 'of allegations that ~IcCord was making at that time. 
I said, well, where does such a thing all fit in this whole--in this whole 
Watergate business and he said, well, I don't think that it does fit and . 
:McCord said that it was some kind of a Howard Hughes operation 
allegedly. 

Now this, Senator, I h'asten to point out, is kind of hearsay and I 
do not •assert ,the truth of any of this, butlam simply describing what 
Mr. Colson was describing as Mr. McCord's rather extreme charges at 
that point. 

Then he went on to tell another version of the inception of Water
gate whiC'h he termed "Liddy hearsay" which was to the effect that 
Howard Hunt opposed the Waitergate break-in, the second break-in, 
that HUil!t charaoterized it as stupid, that Liddy told Hunt that it 
could not be balled oft', that Mr. Mitchell had ordered it and that it 
must go ahead. 

Now here again, Senator, I do not vouch for ·any of the reliability of 
that but that is simply hearsay second- or third-hand. 

Mr. Colson said he was also picking up the rumor that Mr. Mitchell 
had a "blood O!lith" to Mr. Liddy that there would be a Presidential 
pardon for Mr. Liddy. 

He said that he thought that there was a possibility of Liddy cor
roborating McCord-pardon me, of Hunt corroborating McCord a.nd 
you would have a situa.tio:rvof two people testifying to hearsay, so
called double hearsay. He then reported to me on informaition that they 
were hearing and •again this is in the rumor stage, about two grand 
juries who were investigating ~fr. Mitehell. In addition to the New 
York grand jury looking into the Vesco matter, that there was a sec
ond grand jury in Washington, D.C .. which was looking into ·money 
which passed from a man named Klein to Mr. Mitchell in considera-
tion of Government contraets for Klein. . 

Mr. HUNDLEY. Excuse me, Mr. Chairman. I do feel I must break in. 
I discussed this with Mr. Hunt's and Mr. Mitchell's attornev and note 
for the record in response to ;a question. Mr. Ehrlichman has now men
tioned the Vesco grand jury in New York, he is touchin~ upon another 
matt.er that is completely unrelated to this hearing and I would urge 
the chairman to rule -at this time that. there should not be any more 
evidence taken ,a.bout this April 13 meeting. 

Sena.for EnvI:N". This committee a~d ,at the start as I understand 
it, ,at le:ast·agreed when Mr. )Iit-c'hellwas here and •also when.)fr. St,ans 
was here, that we could not go into the Vesco matter. 1Yhile the com
mittee undoubtedly has authority to investigate ,a,ll campaign contri-
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britions, the committee unanimously felt that out of fairness to Secre
tary Sta us ·and l\lr. l\Iitchell and in view of the fact that there was an 
indictment peniling about this, that we ought to refrain from going 
into it. I would, therefore, request that you omit any statement m. _re-
gard to the Vesco matter. ·. 
· Senator BAKER. ~r. Chairman, may I say that I entirely agree with 
you. It really is probably not a matter of law but a sense of :fair play 
that would indicate when.there is ·a criminal case pending, when there 
is an indictment, when there is a trial impending, that not only the 
wi,tness who may be the named defendant in this case ought not to have 
to t€stify on that subject, but I think other witnesses should be cau
tioned to avoid it as well. I think the sbaitement is well taken and I 
commend you for urging that precaution in the interest of fairne$S. 

Thank von very much . 
. Sena.tor ERVIN. And without objection, the committee will strike 

from the record any testimony thus far given in reference to the 
Vesco matter. 

)fr. EHRLICHXAN. :Mr. Chairman, I might say for myself, I do not 
feel comfortable about perviewin

1
cr second- and third-hand hearsay 

and a great deal of this I cannot, cannot assert to be true but it is 
simply my notes of a meeting and what someone else asserted to me. 
· Senator ERVIN. Yes. I think it is unfortunate that all those of us 
who interrogated witnesses do not confine our questions to elicit from 
the witness what he has personal knowled1?e of or in reference to 
statements made by parties involved with him. But unfortlmately, 
it seems impossible to enforce that kind of a rule in congressional 
hearings. · 

Mr. EHRLICH:lrAN. If I may skip, then, down to the name Mardian, 
toward the bottom of that page--

Senator INOUYE. :Mr. Chairman, in view of the possibility that the 
rest of this int~rview might inadvertently touch upon the Vesco trial, 
I would like to forego any inquiry at this time and go into something 
el~ . 

.. ~fr. EHRLICHl\lAN. Senator, could I put something _in perspective on 
the last page· of these notes~ Somehow or other these notes have ap
peared in the press and there are a number of adiecti,es which have 
been speculated in the press very unfairly to Mr. Mitchell, and I wish, 
if I may, simply to make clear that these six or seven references to 
Mr. Mitchell on the last page were Mr. Shapiro's secondhand charae-

uerization and did not in any way constitute an evaluation either by 
Mr. Colson or me of Mr. M. itchell, either as an individual or as a po. ten
ial witness, and I am afraid some verv cruel inferences have been. 
erived from this last page that are totally lmjustified and unfair. 
Senator ERVIN. Thank yo,u. · · 
Senator INOUYE. :Mr. Ehrlichman, in the last few minutes remaining 

I have a few questions here which may be a bit repetitious but just for 
the record, sir, did the President ever ask in your presence prior to 
)larch of this year for information on exactlv how the Watergate 
break-.in came about? · -

Mr. EHRLIClDL\X. Yes, sir. In this sense. that on repeated occasions 
the President asked that a complete and definitive statement of the 
who1e Watergate matter, hmv it was planned, how it was executed~ 
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There ,vere other discussions that week in whi<'h Hakkmnn and 
Ehrlichman talked abont pinning this entire matter on }Iitchell. I 
listened" 1ch some interest because I did not feel chat the\· wonld suc
ceed at this and I felt that also thev ·vonld lrnrn to be thinking about 
how to handle the cornrup actiYities and felt that I mmld ltricloubt
eclly be the target for them to pin everything ,Yith rcganl to the 
coverup on. As Haldeman and Ehrlichman began to discuss more 
about getting :Mitchell to take the blame for authorizing this plan in 
the first instance, I began to increase my con\·ersations with the prose
cutors about the conrup. The more I told the prosecutors about th~ 
coverup the more interested they became in it. At this time, Haldeman 
and Ehrlichman were still unaware of my direct dealings with the 
prosecutors. 

On Friday, April 13, Fred LaRue ca,:ne to my office to see me. Before 
he arrived in my office I again contacted my attorney to advise him 
that T aRue wanted to see me and I asked what I should do. He again 
said he thought I ought to meet with LaRue, not to get into testi
monial areas, but to make a memorandum of the meeting. I ha,·e sub
mitted a copy of that memorandum to the committee. 

[The document referred to was marked exhibit Xo. 34-46.*] 
Mr. DEAN. "When LaRue and I met, LaRue told me that he thought 

he was going to be called before the grand jury shortl_v and he wanted 
to know what I was going to do if I was called. I told him I was going 
to tell the truth. I told him I did not believe we should talk about 
testimony becaus~ we could be asked that very question in and of 
itself before the grand jury. LaRue said. "Let me just ask one ques
tion." He asked me if I had made any decisions on the money and I 
told him that .I had not but T had me.rely passed messages along and 
returned messages. He said that he had assumed that to be the case 
and asked me how I was going to handle the persons. above me who 
were involved. I told him again that I was going to withhold nothing 
from the grand jury and if asked I would respond. , 

:.\fr. LaRue also said that he needed some legal advice and I sug-
~ gested that rather than getting it from me that he ought to get inde

pendent counsel. I liked Fred La Rue very much. and felt verv sorrv 
for him realizing that this probably WOl1ld be the last com·ersation 
we vrnuld haYe for some time and that he was in the middle of this 
matter not necessarilv bv his own choice but bv the circumstances he 
found himself in at,"the· time. • 

The strategy that was now developing was a partial uncovering of 
the coverup; that is. to get :\fitchell to step forward. On Friday, 
~\.pril 13. I went to Ehrlichman's office where Ehrlichman and Halde
man were present and discussing- a meeting that they had just had 
with Colson and his attorney, :.\Ir. Shapiro. 

They informed me that Colson had den~loped a plan to deal with 
the matter and that was that )fitchell should he smoked ont. Ehrlich
man said that Colson had conclnded that obvionslv ::.\£itchell hnd 
signPd off on this matter and he should take responsibilitv for it to 
<'nd this thing. Ehrlichman also said that Colson had some other ideas 
including the fact that the Gray hearings had been Yt>ry damnging 
to me publicly and I should certainly not take any position out in 

•see p. 1311. 
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front dealing with the Ervin committee hearings because of this. I 

Lmight add that Ehrlichman and H.ald. · eman were most C'\ .• ·nical ab.out 
Colson1s suggestions and said to me that he was really scrambling to 
protect himself. 

After discussing the Colson plan they told me that l\Iitchell would 
be coming down to talk about this entire matter. There was some dis-
cussion as to how to smoke )Iitchell out. By the week's end it had 
been decided that the President would meet with )Iitchell and ask 
him a.bout his knowledge and hopefully the President would be able 
to get ·)litchell to come forward. I told them I doubted very seriously 
if :Mitchell would say anything. to anyone about this matter. While 
these discussions were going on, the President called Ehrlichman 
and they had a brief discussion about the matter. I also recall that at 
one point in the conversation Ehrlichman sai!l that "He's right here,'' 
referring to me. · · · · 

On Saturday, April 14, I requested my attorney, Mr. Shaffer, to 
come to my office. I told him that )Iitchell was coming down to m~t 
with the President and that there was going to be an effort to smoke 
him out- I asked him if he had any ideas as Ehrlichman and Halde
man had asked ine if I had anv ideas. :\-Ir. Shaffer- gave me a former 
prosecutor's answer that what Mitchell needs is· a good cross-
examination. · . ' 

I told him I did not think that that.was possible by the President 
because the President was not the cross--examining type. He also made 
a couple of other suggestions which would have resulted in the Presi
dent having to appear before the grand jury if he got any adm.i~ions 
from Mr. Mitchell. I passed these suggestions along st1bsequently to 
Ehrlichman · and Haldeman but they were not. viable suggestions. . 

Mr. Shaffer and I then sat down and began reviewing all the facts 
that I had related to ·him. I told him I wanted his opinion based on 
conversations with the prosecutors and his own ,knowledp;e of the 
criminal law as to who had problems and who could be mdicted and 
who were the targets of the grand jury. Mr~ Shaffer and I discussed 
this for awhile and then I prepared a list of who was likely to be 
indicted as the investigation proceeded. · ·· . 

I h11.d guests for lunch and it was after lunch that I met with Dick 
Moore. I had the list in front of me and I thou~ht that I would see 
what Moore's reaction to it was because I was planning to take ait to 
Ehrl,ichnian and Haldeman later. I showed the list to Dick Moore and 
told him it had been prepared based on conversations with my attornev 
and his knowledge of the involvement of various persons. · • 

I told him that I-felt that everybody-on this list ·was a·potential 
subject of an indictment. When I showed Moore the list he was quite 
upset. He said that if indeed that occurred it would be a tremendous· 
tragedy to the country. He was shaken by the list and the seriousness 
w,ith which I discussed it with him, but I was. very serious in mv desire 
to stop the coverup with Ehrlichman and Haldeman so I was appre
ciative Jor Moore's reaction. I ·have submitted a copv of the document 
I prepared to the committee. ~ 

[The document referred to was marked exhibit No. 34-47.*] 
)fr. Diux. Later that afternoon I went. to Ehrlichman:s office where 

Ehrlichman and Haldeman were discussing )Iitchell's visit. I learned 

•see p. 1a12. 
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35. On April 13, 1973, the day Magruder began meeting with the 

prosecutors, Lawrence Higby, staff assistant to Haldeman, had two 

telephone conversations with Magruder which were taped without Magruder's 

knowledge. Higby asked Magruder whether his testimony was going to 

be damaging to Strachan and Haldeman. Magruder sai& it would d~age 

Strachan but he had not talked to Haldeman about ;'the Watergate until long 

after. Higby told Magruder that it wasn't in his long or short term 

interest to blame the White House. On April 14, 1973 Ehrlichman and 

Haldeman reported these conversations to the President. Ehrlichman told 

the President that Higby had handled Magruder so well that Magruder had 

closed all his doors now with this tape; that the tape would beat the 

socks off Ma·gruder if he ever got off the reservation. 
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:Mr. DASH. And Mr. Haldeman knew that then, did he not 1 
Mr. MAGRUDER. I cannot recall in my meeting with him in .Tanuary 

whether-yes, I am sure I did discuss those meetings, yes. 
Mr. DASH. So the attempt to get together and agree on that meet

ing was an attempt to get together and agree on at least from your 
pomt of view, would be the full story¥ 

1\Ir. MAGRUDER. That is correct, Mr. Haldeman recommended that 
Mr. Dean and l\fr. Mitchell and I meet, which we did that afternoon. 

l\fr. DASH. What was the result of that meeting? 
Mr. MAGRUDER. I realize that Mr. Dean had different opinions then 

as to what he would do probably, and so then my-I thought that 
probably it was more appropriate that even on that Monday that I 
~t separate counsel so that I could get advice independent of the 
mdividuals who had participated with me in these activities. 

:Mr. DASH. In other words, you really could not agree at the meet- · 
ing with Mr. ·Mitchell and Mr. Dean. 

l\Ir. l\!AGRUDER. Well, it was cooperative. 
Mr. DASH. What was Mr. Dean's •position? 
Mr. MAGRUDER. He would not indicate a position. 
,}fr. DASH. All right. Did there come a. time when you did get 

independent counsel? -
·Mr. MAGRUDER. Yes, Mr. Parkinson, who was counsel of the com

mittee, recommended Mr. Bierbower and on that Saturday I went 
to meet him, he was out of the country, and I met him and we agreed, 
he agreed to be my counsel that Saturday evening. 

Mr. DASH. Did there come a time when you decided that you should 
go to the U.S. attorney's office 1 

Mr. MAGRUDER. Yes, that is correct. 
Mr. DASH. When did you go to the U.S. attorney's office? 
}fr. MAGRUDER. We agreed, the, discussed the things with the U.S. 

ttorney, I think on April 12 anJ I saw them informally on April 13 
and sa,v them formally on April 14 on Saturday, April 14. 

Mr. DasH. At that time did you tell everything to the assistant U.S. 
attorneys 1 · 

Mr. MAGRUDER. Yes, I cooperated. ' 
l\fr. DASH. Who did you meet with~ 
Mr. MAGRUDER. Mr. Silbert, l\Ir. Glanzer, and l\Ir. Campbell. 
Mr. DASH. Did you tell them everything you are now telling this 

mittee? 
r. MAGRUDER. Yes. 

l\Ir. DASH. Did you have a meeting afterward with )fr. Ehrlichman? 
l\fr. MAGRUDER. Yes, l\fr. Ehrlichman called while I was with the 

U.S. attorneys and asked me would I come over and talk to him about 
the case. vVe talked to the U.S. attorneys and they agreed as a courtesy 
that we should and Mr. Bierbower and the other attorney with )Ir. 
Bierbower and I went to see Mr. Ehrlichman that afternoon. 

Mr. DAsH.., Then, according to that. meeting that you had with )Ir. 
Ehrlichman, what happened~ 

)Ir. MAonuo1m. ,ve told him in rather capsule form basically what I 
told you this morning. 

Mr. DASH. All right. 
Now, I have just. two finl\l questions. I want to go back to the time 

when you came back from California. to ,vashington, putting you back 
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Mr. MAGRUDER. Now, you have to remember that the only person 
that I know of who sent Mr. Hunt to work for l\Ir. Liddy was 
Mr. Howard who worked for Mr. Colson so that someone like Clark 
MacGregor would hi).ve no knowledge of Mr. Hunt, either. I think 
Mr. MacGregor, as an example, was completely in the dark throughout 
the entire campaign and probably today is glad that he was. 
[Laughter.] 

Senator )foNTOYA. Now, how many times would you say you talked 
to him~ You haven't answered that question. · 

}fr. MAGRUDER. I am sorry' talked t<>----"- ' 
Senator MONTOYA. To Mr. Haldeman about the Watergate. 
Mr. MAGRUDER. I talked to him the day after the break-in on Sunday, 

I talked to _him in January-now, abou~ the true facts !1-bout the "\Vater
gate only m January. We talked durmg the campaign a number of 
times, not very often about the public relations aspects but not about 
how it happened, of how we were goini to counteract the press activity 
that was occurring during the campaign, quite a different story, and 
you did not have to be involved in the break-in to try to handle 1t. 

Senator l\IoNTOYA. You mean you could handle it, publicitywise, if 
you didn't know the details? 

Mr. l!AGRUDER. Yes, sir, I know many people did handle it who did 
not know the details. -

Senator MoNTOYA. Then you had an April meeting from which you 
emerged and went down to the CRP and told, I think, M:r. Poiter that 
the secrecy ·was out and now you could divulge everything? 

Mr. }!AGRUOER. That is correct. 
Senator MONTOYA. You told Mr. Porter that, didn't you? 
Mr. MAGRUDER. Yes, sir. r Senator MoNTO. YA. Now, who participated at th. is Wh .. ite Ho. use meet

ng in April when this decision was made or communicated to you¥ 
Mr. MAGRUDER. Let me move back. · 
On the ·wednesda.y before, I think it was a ·Wednesday, I called lfr. 

Haldeman's office, I think this conversation is taped and I talked to 
Mr. Higbe who was his assistant and I said, "Larry, I have. as you 
know, specific problems and it is very difficult for me to continue my 
position on this matter. Could you ask Bob if there are any instructions 
that I should have that would be beneficial to me 1" 

I was basically asking for guidance from Mr. Haldeman. Mr. Higby 
came back to me and said, "Yes, Bob can't talk to you but he wants 
you to know that the President wants you to tell the truth," and "or 
he wants you to tell the truth," I am not sure. whether it was the 

,____...._i:ident or he, "and that yon should take the advice of your lawyers." 
hen, on Thursday and Friday my lawyers dealt with the U.S. 

attorney's office. On Saturday I met with the U.S. attorneys in the 
morning and through the afternoon. )Ir. Ehrlichman called my at
torney's office and asked me if I would come to his office. The F.S. 
attorneys and my attorneys agreed that that would be appropriate 
as a courtesy. "\Ve went, my two attorneys and myself went to Mr. 
Ehrlichman's office and, in effed, gave him a capsule version of what I 

- han>-discussed today. :Uy understanding is that he. taped that con-
versation also. · 

Senator ~foNTOY.\. Now, who called you at the U.S. attorney's 
office, Mr. Haldeman or Mr. Ehrlichman? 
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FEMALE 
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HIGBY: 
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HIGBY: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

35.2 TRANSCRIPT OF CONVERSATION, APRIL 13, 1973 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY 
STAFF FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF A 
RECORDING OF A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
,TEB MAGBJIDEB AND T,AWBENCE BIGBY ON APRIL 13, 1973. 

No. He's not here. I don't know when he'll be in, 

Can I have him call? 

Uh, has he been in today? 

No. Not at all. 

I see. He's at home probably. 

Probably, we haven't even heard. 

Okay. Thank you. 

Okay. 

Bye. 

* * * 

Hi. 

Hello. 

How are you? 
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35.2 TRANSCRTPI' OF CONVERSATION, APRIL 13, 1973 

MAGRUDER: All right. 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

35 .. 90 4 o,- 74 - pt. 2 - 5 

Say, I wanted to call you. I've just picked up a 

story here that really bugs the shit out of me. 

Ehrlichman just called down here and says that he's 

received word that you have talked to two reporters 

and given the story out with regard to Watergate, 

That bullshitter. 

that said that you had talked to them and in the story, 

you mention the fact that you'd talked to Haldeman re

garding the bugging in general and the Watergate 

specifically. 

I don't know what he's talking about. 

Also said, uh, that 

Larry -- Look [unintelligible]. Larry, 

Mitchell had no knowledge of the Watergate 

Larry, 

or control over the Committee. 

stop the bullshit. I'm not going to fool around. 

I didn't talk to any reporters. Now that's 

ridiculous. 

-2-
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35.2 TRANSCRIPT OF CONVERSATION, APRIL 13, 1973 

HIGBY: Really? 

MAGRUDER: God damn it! 

HIGBY: Well I can't believe it because I can't understand 

what the hell kind of a game you'd be playing in 

trying something like that. 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

Damn it Larry. No, I told you the other night. Didn't 

I? Now what do you guys have to have? A God damn 

television set? 

Well you told me the other night --

I told you the other night, I was going to do what 

my lawyers told me to do. 

That's right and I can't believe they would --

[Unintelligible] my lawyers aren't going to tell me 

tell me to go tell two stupid reporters. Now Jesus 

Christ, would you guys start thinking! 

Well, that's why I wanted to call you, Jeb. I 

couldn't believe it. 

Well, it's just ridiculous. 

Is somebody trying to screw you here? 

-3-
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HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

35. 2 TRANSCRIPT OF CONVERSATION, APRIL 13, 1973 

I don't -- Who the shit cares anymore? You know? 

I mean this is just ridiculous. I don't know who 

thinks anybody's kidding an-- who anymore. I mean 

that kind of crap. Jesus Christ. I mean that just 

makes me sick, Larry. 

It makes me sick too because I can't see what possible 

gain you would have (1) by talking to the press in 

general 

Yeah. 

and by (2) giving them any kind of a story like that. 

First of all [unintelligible] wrong. 

But I, uh, I wouldn't even have said, said anything like 

had, had Ehrlichman not hit me directly on that. He was 

trying to reach Haldeman, Haldeman was in with the 

President. And I said uh, I said, "What's the problem 

John?" And he went through this thing. And I just 

about dropped my drawers. 

Well Larry, look, you know, the game is over on this whole 

thing and I am certainly not going to go and tell a reporter 

or two reporters and if I do, I'm not going to tell them 

a story that's absolutely ridiculous. 
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MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

35.2 TRANSCRIP'f OF CONVERSATION, APRIL 13, 1973 

In other words, you haven't talked to any reporters. 

I haven't talked to any reporters. I haven't talked to 

reporters on this story since, you know, who knows when, 

as far as any substance is concerned. You know, that's, 

you know there's no reason to do that Larry. 

I couldn't believe that. 

Now there's no reason. But, uh the worst place would 

be to tell reporters. You don't tell reporters. McCord 

may -- that's his problem. Shit. Secondly, I wouldn't 

tell them an incorrect story. 

Did you talk to Haldeman? 

Well other th--th--th-- not only did I talk -- that 

is minor. Uh, I may or may not have talked to Haldeman, 

right? But I certainly wouldn't tell him the story that 

what -- Mitchell was not involved? 

Uh, the, the quote was out of the story, that, uh John 

just had it cold, which I couldn't believe. He said that, 

that you, you, told the-- these two guys it-- He wasn't 

sure if it was one interview or two that first of all you 

had no knowledge, that Mitchell had no knowledge of Water

gate, or he had no control over the, and he had no control 
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MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

35.2 TRANSCRIPT OF CONVERSATION, APRIL 13, 1973 

over the Committee. 

Jesus Christ. That's just ridiculous. That isn't 

even, you know -- What, does Ehrlichman need his 

head examined? 

Well I don't think John -- no, John wouldn't, wouldn't 

jump to conclusions on something like that. He must 

have got it somewhere that was factual. 

He maybe got it from somewhere. I don't -- Yeah, I've 

done so much junk on this that I can't believe it. I've 

told you. I told you the other night. I asked you if, 

if there was any direction I should get from, from Bob. 

[Unintelligible] and the direction was: do, do exactly 

what your lawyers tell you to. 

That's what exactly what I'm going to do. 

And then you said you were going to go up and see Mitchell. 

And I thought Jesus Christ, maybe Mitchell told you some

thing, and, and this was the result of.that. 

No. No, Mitchell didn't tell me anything at all. Mitchell 

had told me something, yes. But that had nothing to do 

with -- [draws breath] I mean Mitchell has his own desires 

in this case as you know which may be in con-- conflict 
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MAGRUDER: 
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MAGRUDER: 

35.2 TRANSCRIPT OF CONVERSATION, APRIL 13, 1973 

now with mine. I don't know. 

Oh, really? 

Well, yeah. Very well may be in conflict with mine. 

Does he, what does he -- What position's he on now? 

Still the same one? 

Yeah, I mean I don't, uh --

Stonewall it? 

That's right. I don't see that I can stonewall it, 

Larry, probably. 

Yeah. 

My lawyers don't and I doubt if I can. 

Yeah. 

I think I is going to be in Lewisberg quite soon Larry. 

Who is? 

I am. 

Oh, I --

Oh [Laughs] Larry, I mean you know. 
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HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

TRANSCRIPT OF CONVERSATION, APRIL 13, 1973 

Well the thing I couldn't understand --

[Unintelligible] fool around. This fooling around. 

I'm not talking about published stories. I'm probably 

going to jail, Larry. God damn it. 

Of all the, of all the, the guys to turn on though, Bob 

I just couldn't believe it. 'Cause, uh, you know, 

Bob has been the guy that has brought you here and, and 

Do you think I would turn on Bob? 

I honestly didn't. That's why I couldn't believe this 

story. And I told Ehrlichman I thought it was, you know he's 

probably got a crock of shit here. And he said, well, 

"Would you please get this to Bob. Bob's still in with 

the President." But I wanted to get the damn thing to 

you to find out what the story was. 

All right. But, I mean the fact is that, that if I have 

to discuss the case, I will discuss it only with the proper 

authority and obviously, if I do discuss the case, and 

have to get to that point, I'm going to have to tell them 

the facts. I'm not going to lie any more. 

Yeah. 

I've committed perjury so many times now that I'm, uh, 
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you know, I'm uh, I've got probably a hundred years 

on perjury alone. 

Well, I just couldn't believe you'd go around telling --

I would not tell reporters. If I tell the story, I 

will tell it to the proper authorities, which is not 

the Senate. I would tell it to the appropriate U.S. 

Attorney's Office. Uh, and I would tell it as, as I 

know it, and I would tell all the truth fully and com

pletely. 

Well, I just couldn't see why, where you would have 

anything to gain for yourself by turning on the White 

House or by, uh, turning on Bob. 

Larry, you've got to realize, I'm not going to turn on 

anybody. I probably, if I have to, will tell the story. 

If I do. I haven't decided yet if I will. 

Well, if you tell the story, I don't think Haldeman has 

anything to worry about. 

[Unintelligible] nothing to worry about. Now you, you --

'Cause you never discussed this God damned thing with 

him. 

Larry, there's no problem. Now you've got one guy who, 
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uh, maybe has a problem. You know that. 

Who? 

Your friend, My friend. If I ever have to. 

Who? Gordon? 

Gordon, of course. 

Yeah. 

But that's, that's life. I mean, you know, we've 

ruined every half -- you know. You know. 

Hm. 

Our lives are all ruined right now anyway. You know, 

most of ours. Mine is certainly and so will many others 

before this is over. I think we ought to realize that. 

Well, the thing that bothered me is by, by, if, if some

thing like this had come out, obviously I'm worried 

about Bob, but, 

Course you are. You should be. 

but that just put, 

Well --
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HIGBY: but that just puts it right at the President. 

MAGRUDER: I would not, under any circumstance, discuss anything 

with anyone outside of my lawyers and the U.S. Attorney's 

Office, number one. All right? 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

He -- and you didn't do that. 

I have not talked to any reporters. I did not discuss 

that --

Ehrlichman was so God damned sure about it. 

Well you tell Ehrlichman to go to hell. For me. 

I mean, you just tell him. I'm tired of this bullshit. 

You know, we're not playing games anymore. I is going 

to go to jail, Larry. You know, I mean there's no 

question about it: I'm going to jail. The question 

is for how long, is all the question is now. 

Are you at home now? 

No, I'm here at the attorney's office. 

Well, okay. I wanted to get it to you and I'm just 

going to, I'm going to, I'm going to lob in our 

conversation in the notes I've made here, uh, along 

with this Ehrlichman thing, 'cause (1) either Ehrlich

man's guy is full of shit, or you are. 
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Well, huh, I guarantee you when the facts are known, you 

will find I talked to no one. 

Really? 

Except my lawyers. 

Huh. 

I've talked to no one else yet and I have not decided whether 

I will talk to the U.S. Attorney's Office. If I do, --

Huh. 

Uh, I'm sure they will get all the facts, as I know them. 

They will have -- Bob. Haldeman will have no problem with 

those facts. 

Huh. 

John Mitchell will. John Dean will. And Gordon will, 

probably. 

Well, my friend, if there's anything I can do, let me 

know. 

As I told you, I'm still with everybody. The, the thing 

is that, uh, you know, I am facing between a hundred, 

hundred and twenty-five year sentence. 

Jesus Christ. 
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At uh -- Now, obviously, I'm not going to do that, I mean 

serve that, but, uh, uh, uh -- Isighs] 

Well your best thing I would guess is has to -- I mean 

you, you can't screw this place in the process of doing 

that, 

I, I --

for long term or short term. 

No, I can't. Larry, I'm probably going to have to -

I don 1t know what I'm going to do. I can't, I can't 

lie any more. 

Yeah. 

I cannot lie any more. I've lied --

Yeah. 

been to the Grand Jury. I've protected John Mitchell. 

I've protected the President 

Yeah. 

when it was important. Uh, the story is going to come 

out. I have to do what I have to do now to protect 

whatever I can, and I --
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Did, is somebody else talked to the press or something, 

Jeb? Uh, when you say the story is going to come out, 

I just --

I, I'm sure -- Well, I can't -- I don't know who could 

talk to the press about that. 

I see. 

Uh, I mean, maybe somebody has. I don't know. Uh, the 

number of players in this game and the number of uh, 

people who are talking now are, is, is enormous. I 

mean, half the White House staff has been down to the 

Grand Jury. 

Well, you know, I've been on the periphery of this God 

damned thing and it -- to my knowledge you never did 

talk to Haldeman about any of this kind of bullshit. 

Well I did talk to him one time long after it was over. 

Yeah, I mean before it was started. 

Of course not, Jesus Christ, no! The only person I ever 

dealt with was Gordon. You know --

Yeah. 

that, Larry. I never talked to you about it. 
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I know that. 

I talked to Gordon, is all I talked to. 

Did, did Gordon ever relay to you any instructions from 

Haldeman on it? 

Nope. 

He didn't. 

He, he, he did in he never relayed --

He never said to you anything like, uh, "Haldeman says 

to go ahead with the bugging, 11 or any of that kind of 

bullshit? 

No, No. 

Huh. 

He indicated to me --

Well you told me once that was the case. 

No, well let me tell you what he did indicate as best 

I can recollect, and, it's hard to recollect exactly 

what happened. He did indicate to me that, uh, uh, 

that, you know, how do you put it, that it was, uh, 
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not approved or anything like that, but that, that 

they, he, Gordon, had heard or did not have any 

disagreement with it, or something to that effect. 

I see. 

No indication that Bob had ever seen anything --

Or the President? 

Shit no. Nothing at all. Look, Larry, there is no 

way, in anything I will ever say that will im-- impli

cate the President of the United States in anything. 

Yeah. Well, I'm going knock the shit out of this 

story 

You know, 

and Ehrlichman. 

you know, I mean, you know these stupid sons~of

bitches are sitting there, uh, you know, and 

You might want to, you might want to keep your ears 

open and have your people because this story must 

be floating around if John's picke~ it up. 
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MAGRUDER: Look, you know damn well that there's a rumor 

that they're going to dump everything on me. You 

know that Larry. 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

No I don't. 

Well, the rumor's all over town on that basis. 

That Magruder is the pigeon and he's going to take 

it -- all the gas. 

Well, 

Damn it. 

Okay. 

And I'm sure that there's all sorts of people that 

are going to, would love to dump it on me and I 

understand that. I understand that I am the easiest 

one right now to dump it on. But I tell you right 

now that the President will never be implicated~ when 

I tell, if I tell the truth, and I will tell the 

truth if I talk. Obviously, I'm not going to re

perjure myself Larry. 
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MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 
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Yeah, yeah. 

I mean, I can't go down and lie. 

Okay my friend. 

But, uh --

I just wanted to give this to you. 

[unintelligible] the problem with me --

Well, Bob doesn't know about this yet. 

Well he doesn't have any problem because there isn't 

any problem. Other people will have a problem that 

I'm afraid like I have to face, they are going to 

have to face. 

Yeah. 

I'm sorry, but we are going to have to face it. 

Okay, 

And you, you know, you guys ought to realize that, 

uh --

Has Mitchell given you any advice? 
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Yes. 

What's he, what's he want you to -- or do you not want 

to get into it? 

I can get into it but I haven't talked to Mitchell yet, 

When I make my decision 

Oh, didn't you go up and see him? 

No. 

I thought you went up to see him. 

I was going to, but I decided since I hadn't made my 

decision --

You know, after you and I talked. 

Yeah. But I hadn't made my decision, Larry. I just 

said to my -- said to you, I think that, that I've got 

to do now what I feel has to be done based on my, the 

advice of my lawyers. 

Well that's exactly what Bob feels you shoµld do. 

Bob feels -- now, if what my lawyers tell me to do is 

to make a clean breast of things -- get the thing out 

in the proper judicial form, by the way, not in any 

press story --
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HIGBY: Yeah. 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

Uh, then I will tell John that. Of course, he will be 

upset with me because I obviously will implicate John 

Mitchell. 

Uh hm. 

Uh, and you know that Larry. 

Well, I don't know that of my own accord. I mean every

thing you read would indicate 

-- would indicate that. I will implicate John Dean uh, 

and I'll implicate Gordon 

Hm. 

to some extent. Uh --

I was going to say, if Gordon, if you just had that one 

conversation then. 

No we didn't. See, he got everything, Larry, from me. 

Oh. 

And he knows that but, I'm sure he did nothing with it 

by the way, it was all junk. The whole thing was a 

waste of time. 
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MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 
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Yeah. [Draws breath] O.K. 

You can guarantee Bob there is never going to be any 

problem, uh, no matter what I say, 'cause he never had 

anything to do with it as far as I know. 

[Unintelligible] 

And I can tell that truthfully and honestly. 

Very good sir. 

All right. But would you knock that othar thing down --

Yeah, I'm going to, I'm -- Oh I'm going to do more than 

knock it down, I'm going to shove it up somebody's rear. 

You know, uh, he isn't facing the problem I'm facing. I'm 

not going to screw anybody other than --

Yeah. 

what has to be done now to get this thing solved. 

Yeah. 

You know. 

O.K. sir. 

O.K. Larry. 

-21-

(632) 



35.2 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

TRANSCRI'PT OF CONVERSATION, APRIL 13, 1973 

Yep, see you later. 

O.K. 

* * * 

[unintelligible] anyone [unintelligible] 

Yeah. 

One thing you should be aware of, I'm sure, and I 

thought you all would be and, is that the standard 

line our Committee is taking, that, Shumway has taken, 

that Mitchell has taken when asked, that I have taken 

when asked, anyone has taken when asked is we, at the 

present time, so far, anyway, had no knowledge of 

the Watergate. 

Yeah. 

And that we did not, and if asked the question: "Do 

we have any knowledge of anyone else?", we've said not 

to our knowledge. 

Uh hm. 

Now, what they're trying to do which has been very 

obvious, by the way, to me anyway, is they're trying 

to get Shumway, as an example, to say, well that means 
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that you mean that someone else maybe had something 

to do with it like, you know, X or Y or Z. They've 

done that and I'm sure there's -- going to continue 

to do that until it's out. 

Uh hm. 

Playing people off against [unintelligible]. I 

think 

Yeah. 

that's very understandable as having happened. 

Yeah. 

It will continue to happen. Now I've heard all sorts 

of things, Larry, about people trying to dump it off 

on me, as an example. 

Hm. 

I don't reply to those. I don't get mad and call you 

or Bob and say, "Would you tell X to stop some of it." 

Right? There's no purpose in it any more. 

Yeah. 

Just -- You've got to ignore · those kind of [unintelligible] 
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HIGBY: Well I was, I was (1) of, of course shocked, and, and, and 

skeptical; (2) . wanted to make sure that, you know, if 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

I could recede before this thing got into Bob, before 

everything started flying apart here 

Right. 

and see what the story was. Also, (3) to find out if 

there was any truth to it. 

Well, you know, it's just, uh, you know, there's no, 

you know, as let met--, let me take the kind of 

thing though that we've got to expect they're going to 

do and they've done it already. 

Who is the they? 

Anybody, I mean, you know, Woodward and Bernstein, say, 

who we won't even talk with as an example. I mean Shumway 

will not talk with them, as an example. Those are the 

guys that have -- the Post guys. Is what they did on 

Sunday, is say: If Strachan had any knowledge, you know, 

therefore, since he is a runner, X has knowledge. 

Yeah. 

Now, you, you, you've got to figure that's what they've 

done to me. They've said, well: If Magruder had any 
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knowledge that means obviously Mitchell did. That kind 

of uh, of uh, technique. And I fully expect them to 

continue doing anything of that kind if they can get 

away with it. 

Yeah. 

I mean they've done it; they continue to do it. I mean 

the Pose particularly but, uh, [draws breath], you know, 

you name it, every one has done that kind of thing: 

That therefore if Liddy did it, it couldn't be Liddy, 

it must be someone else, therefore it must be Magruder, 

or maybe Dean, and if Dean did it or Magruder did it 

therefore it must be other people. 

Yeah. 

And the same with Gordon on Sunday. The guy in the Post 

did that for Gordon, 

Yeah. 

if you remember. But, uh, if I called you ~very time 

somebody said to me, "The White House guys are saying 

you know, I'd call you every day. 
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Oh, well this was a complete break, though. And, I 

mean, the way this came across, and as I say, with 

Ehrlichman saying it. 

Yeah. 

He doesn't, he doesn't just blithely go around doing 

it. I wish I knew where he got it from. I think -

wasn't in a position to ask him. But, uh, when he, 

when he says it, ·obviously I'm, if I'm, I'm going to 

call you. 

Sure. Of course, I, I understand that. 

And, uh, obviously, that, were it true, that would 

have been, been a substantial problem. 

Of course it would. But you're not going to have that 

problem because that isn't true. 

Yeah. 

You know. 

He said, he, he said that apparently it was -- come from 

two unimpeachable sources. 

Well that's a lot [r;ing] of -- you know, unimpeachable 

sources, have on occasion --
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Oops. That's Haldeman calling from the President's 

office. [ring] Bye. 

[Higby speaks immediately to Haldeman] 

HIGBY: Yes sir. 

F.ALDEMAN: Do you believe Magruder? 

[Twenty-one second silence] 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

* * * 

Hello. 

Oh hi Jebber, I am sorry. 

How are you? 

I, -- Patty just banged on here and said that you'd 

been trying to get me. 

Yeah, well I, you know, I just wondered if you had any 

follow-up. I didn't -- I'm really disturbed by that 

Larry. 

No. Uh- uh. I just, uh, I haven't gotten any follow

up yet. Bob's now up in John's office. If I get any, 

I'll get back to you though. [Unintelligible] 
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MAGRUDER: Well, I just, you know, that kind of stuff is just, you 

know -- Well, I mean this, you know, well it just tees 

me off that we've had all, you know, if I'd, if every 

time everybody said, "Colson sai d this or Clawson said 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

that , or so and so said that 

yeah. 

" yeah, I'd -- well, 

How are you doing? 

Oh? Badly. 

Badly, huh. Are you home now? 

No. I'm going to go, I'm -- we got to, we're goin g to 

go out. I got to you know, next week I -- you know 

next week's going to be, bad week, probably, I guess. 

They'll probably call me down there next week. 

Have you got any uh, subpoenas, summons yet, or anything? 

No, not yet. But I figure they're getting pretty close. 

What about Mitchell? 

No. I don't think, I think they'll go after me first 

and then go down, you know. 

When -- it sounded to me like you really had kind of made 

a decision when we talked. 

Well, I haven't made a decision, I've just --
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Your lawyers advised you or 

Well, the problem is 

are you tucking it out or what? 

the, the lawyers are, you know, they're new and so, 

the problem more is that, uh, is that, uh-- Well, you 

see, I don't have any uh, I don't have any chips. You 

know, I'm out of the bargaining position. So all I can 

do is go down and -- All of us now are out of the 

bargaining position, Larry. 

Really? 

Well, I think so. I don't think anybody's got any 

bargaining room left. So you I guess, uh, we are 

going to do one of two things when they call me. I'll 

go down and, and, uh, tell them the facts or I'll 

take the Fifth Amendment and, uh, take a trial. 

Haven't you decided which to do yet? 

No. I mean it -- they haven't decided. I'm just you 

know, doing just what I've got to do, is let them decide. 

You know, what -- if they think that the, uh, case is 

so bad that I can't, uh, get a good situation by talking, 

then I've got to go with the Fifth Amendment. 
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HIGBY: I see. 

MAGRUDER: And if they think I can do better by not -- See, by 

going the Fifth Amendment you may be able to beat it, 

not, uh, in the sense of uh, beating them in the, uh, 

you know, the truth sense, but beating them by, by 

legality, technicality, uh, 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

Yeah. 

prejudicial jury, uh pre-trial publicity. Uh, and you 

go that way, I guess if you can't, uh, if you're going 

to get hung anyway. 

Um hm. 

That's, I think, the problem almost all of us are 

facing with them. 

Have you talked at all to Mitchell? 

Not yet. Because I haven't made up my mind. And 

when I make up my mind, I'll tell him, first, you know. 

Yeah. 

And let you all know, and --

But you haven't called him or anything? 
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Well, I've talked to him. But you know, he wants me to 

stay 

Um lun. 

you know. 

Jees, you surprised me. I didn't realize Gordon had been 

involved to [unintelligible] any extent. 

Well I don't -- I didn't say that. I mean, I don't 

want to say anything to you that's going to upset you. 

Well, it's not going to upset me, I mean, the truth is 

going to come out I guess, sooner or later. 

Sooner or later. Maybe not, you know. If I, if I, take 

the Fifth and it never comes out It just, I just take 

the Fifth and that's the last thing I ever say . 

Um hm.. 

You know, and then you hope that, uh -- I think next week 

will be the week we will all figure out, find out, what 

to do. I, I'm shooting sure Dean's got the same problem 

I've got. 

Really? 
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Well, I mean, we're all past the point where we're in 

a--, You know, two months ago, then you were in a bar

gaining position, I guess, you know. Before McCord. 

But now, hell, they don't, they don't need us any more. 

Hell they had, they got, uh, you know, they got every

body down there. A parade of people. 

Really? 

Yeah. Well, I don't know exactly. I don't -- Nobody 

knows exactly. I don't know exactly. But I've seen 

the list of witnesses. They have Reisner, Pal Moore, 

you know 

Yeah. 

All these guys just build up the case. · [draws breath] 

So, it's not too encouraging. 

Jesus. Hell, it sure as hell isn't. 

But, uh, may be better get it out, uh, sooner or later 

and get the President out of it, so he doesn't have 

to worry about it any more and let the rest of us, uh, 

pay the penalty. 

Who the hell could have talked to, to the press, I wonder? 
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Well, Larry, I think a lot of people are talking to the 

press. That's, uh, you know, uh, uh 

Do any of the guys approach you? 

Oh yeah, by the way, I've talked to people. It isn't 

that we haven't talked to them. We have done that 

purposely. But we've taken a standard line. Right now, 

up till now, which is that we had no knowledge of the, 

you know: blah, blah, blah. 

Yeah. 

But, uh, we had not to my knowledge, and I, I don't -- can't 

think of any instance where in any of my discussions, the 

few that I've had, and I've had them only when Van thought 

that it was best for me to talk to them, uh, which have 

not been too often. 

When was the last time you talked to--? 

Oh shit, I can't think of the last -- late, early this 

week, probably. 

Really? Monday or Tuesday, huh? 

Maybe. 

Huh! 
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I can't, you know, I'd have to go back and look. Yeah, 

I'm sure I talked to uh -- The one guy at the Star has 

been legitimate, and we haven't had any problem with him. 

The ones who have been legitimate. But the point is, is 

that, uh, no time would they -- the only thing they do, 

now - - You know what they're doing , is they .do supposition 

stuff. You know, they've done it on Shumway all the 

time. You know: 

Yeah. 

If so and so knew, wouldn't it be likely? And of course 

you say, "Well I don't know anything about that." Sure 

the guy reported to thera. Yeah, but that doesn't mean 

anything, you know. You know, that kind of, you k.,,qow, 

if, if Magruder -- they pulled this -- if, if Magruder 

knew, therefore wouldn't Mitchell know. Question. 

Yeah. 

They've done that on us all the time. 

Sure. 

Which is very understandable. 

Hm. 
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But I would say one thing, Larry, and I mean this 

sincerely, you guys ought to forget about the press. 

In this case. Anymore. That's not the problem, 

Larry. 

Uh hum. 

You, you know the press are the minor problem in 

this case. No one is going 

Obviously it could be a problem on something like 

that. 

Well, it won't be because the facts eventually will 

come out and no one is going to say, that I know 

of, at least certainly I'm not, uh, in any way, shape 

or form that I had any dealings with Mr. Haldeman. It's 

just -- I never did. 

Yeah. 

Now there's no way I am going to say that, Larry. When 

I, I have to tell the truth, I'm going to tell the whole 

truth, and it ain't going to be a mixture of truth and 

half -- and why would I any way, shape or form ever want 

to do that with Bob anyway unless it was true? 
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Yeah. I couldn't understand why you would. 

So what you've got is a misinterpretation or a uh, 

case where a guy is trying to make a case. I've had this 

happen now so many -- I've had these guys call me and 

say, "Look, I've got good sources in the White House who 

say that you're the guy and it's all your fault and so 

on--," and they've named names to me. 

Jimminy Christmas. 

You know, I just say --

In the White House, they've named names of people who 

have said that? 

Yeah. 

Who? 

Oh, you know, all the guys I have mentioned. 

Who? 

Oh Larry --

You haven't mentioned any White House guys. I can't 

believe it. 

Yeah. 

That any White House guys would be saying that. 
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Yeah. And they've even named names in my case. 

Which they don't usually do but they --

Like who? Seriously, that's terrible. 

Larry, it's not, it's not -- I know it's terrible, 

but it's not important. I just ignore it. I say fine, 

print it. 

Are they responsible guys? 

Yeah. Oh yeah. 

High up guys here in the White House? 

Oh yeah. Yeah. But it's past that point to fool with 

that. I don't even fool with that any more. I could 

care less right now. [Unintelligible] interested in 

the press, Lar. Nobody should now. Other than getting 

the thing settled so the President comes out. 

When do you think your guys will have a decision on what 

the hell you ought to do? 

Oh I would take a guess, probably next Tuesday, or 

Wednesday. 

Not till Tuesday or Wednesday? 
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MAGRUDER: No -- Yeah, yeah, not until Tuesday --

HIGBY: What, are they evaluating your discussions now? 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

Yeah. They, see they haven't gotten into it -- until, 

till, really until, uh late last week and then they were 

gone this, early this week at this conference down at 

the Homestead and they just got back in it on Wednesday. 

Yeah. 

and, uh, you know, there is just a lot of stuff they've 

got to -- they play catch-up ball. None of us had our own 

lawyers we were all dealing with Committee lawyers 

Where does Colson fit in this whole thing? You crossed 

his path anywhere? 

Well --

I don't mean, I don't mean in terms of the actual case. 

I mean, you know, the manuevering that's going on. 

Yeah. Yeah. I have. 

Really? 

Sure. Yeah. 

Hm. 
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So you know, there's a lot of that back and forth 

Larry, you know, people figuring they had better save 

their ass as best they can. I understand that. 

Yeah. 

You know, that lie detector thing isn't going to 

[unintelligible] 

Yeah. 

That's a trick of the trade, that's all. 

Yeah. 

I could pass the lie detector test. 

Yeah. 

[Sighs] So, so there's a lot of that stuff going on. 

But that's life. That isn't important anymore. It 

really isn't. Along about three weeks ago I realized 

after [laughs] McCord that that wasn't the important 

point anymore. It isn't important for Bob anyway, by 

the way. 

Yeah. 

Larry, even, you know, it doesn't matter what X says 

anymore. The facts will sooner or later come out. 
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HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

35.2 TRANSCRIPT OF CONVERSATION, APRIL 13
1 

1973 

Yeah. 

And when they come out, uh, hopefully, nobody of any 

substance will be hurt other than Big John. 

You -- Do you think Gordon will be hurt? 

Well, I don't know. It all depends on what he has 

to say. I don't know. I really don't know.· 

What do you have to say? 

Well, what I have to say, but probably what others 

have to say, too. 

Really? 

Yeah. I mean I don't know. I really don't. 

You do think John Dean will definitely be hurt though? 

Well I don't know if he will be hurt. I would think 

that, uh, uh -- I mean, we all know he attended those 

meetings. 

Yeah. 

And, uh, if, if whatever happened in . those meetings is 

discussed, I guess, uh -- and he says he is going to say 

what happened in those meetings by the way. 
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HIGBY: Does he? 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

Yeah. If he does, then he puts Mitchell, me, and he 

all in a spot. 

Um hm. 

Uh --

Okay sir. 

A rough situation, 

Yeah. 

but I do think Lar, that I would hope you all were 

thinking more in terms of the big picture now and I 

wouldn't worry about the press anymore, Lar. It's not 

going to -- There's going to be lots of stuff ~loating, 

and I'd worry about 

Well, we won't worry about the press unless something 

like that hits tomorrow morning's paper and then we'd 

have a substantial problem we'd have to worry about. 

No you wouldn't because there's nothing to it. There 

wouldn't be anything to it, Lar. My point is that 

Well it would be if it was attributed to you. 
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MAGRUDER: Well, shit nobody -- that just isn't going to happen. 

HIGBY: Yeah. 

MAGRUDER: You see. 

HIGBY: Well obviously, if you were sitting here, and y--, 

somebody had given you that, uh, like Ehrlichman, 

you'd say, "Good Lord!" 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

You can guarantee Bob that 

'I've got to find what the " 

there is no way, under any circumstances because it never 

happened. No matter what I ever have to say, a week from 

now, or two weeks, that his name will come into the situa

tion at all. In any way, shape or form. 

Huh. 

Okay? Now it isn't true with Gordon and I told you that. 

That's right. 

And that's the way --

All you can do is tell the truth. 

All I can do is tell the truth -- if I do that. I 

may not even do that. So he may not have any problems 

from me anyway. 
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HIGBY: Okay. 

MAGRUDER: I don't think -- Look, they're not interested in 

Gordon, by the way. 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

HIGBY: 

MAGRUDER: 

Yeah. 

They're not interested in those guys anymore. They're 

finished with those guys. 

Yeah. 

They've got, they've got every one of our secretaries 

on perjury wraps. They are not going to do a damn thing 

to them. They don't care about those people anymore. 

Really? 

They don't care anything about the aides. They don't 

care about Bob Reisner, Gordon Strachan, Bart Porter -

anymore. They want big fish. 

You and Mitchell? 

And they're going to get you and -- me and Mitchell. 

Really? 

Oh sure they are. I mean no question, they're going 

to get me. It's just a question of how long. 
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HIGBY: Okay. 

MAGRUDER: You visit me kiddo? 

HIGBY: Huh! I'll do more than that. 

MAGRUDER: All right. 

HIGBY: Don't need to worry. 

MAGRUDER: Yeah, Okay. 

HIGBY: See you later. 

MAGRUDER: All right. 

HIGBY: Bye, 
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35. 3 r!HITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRI PT OF APRIL 14., 1973 
MEETING FROJ1 8:55 - 11 : 31 A.N. ,_~LJ_-J___ 

r-: ... ppendix 14. Meeting: The President, Haldeman and Ehrlichman, LJoB Office, April 14, 1973; (8: 55 - 11: 31 a. m.) 

(Material unrelated to Presidential actions dele ted) 

P Did you reach any conclusions as to w here we are. 

E No conclusions. Dick Wilson, I thb,.k, has an interesting 

column this morning (unintelligible) It's all a money 

problem. Unintelligible Well, yes 

P Wilson's in the Star. 

E {Unintelligible) 

. P So what--? 

H (Unintelligible) is really the essence of this whole thing is 

too much money. Too much was spent. And so I - -

P Yeah. My point, everybody--

H No_ not everybody. Let's say, one group, pieces that 

(unintelligible) has on that side and more like (unintelligible) . 

403 

says that his, you know, solving Watergate doesn't take care of it. 

P Lots of people, I think want the President to speak out on the 

whole general issue of money and campaign and all that. 

E Generally, but he gets specific on this. He says also 

(unintelligible) 

P Is that what you think, go out and make a speech? 
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E Magruder may have talked to some of the press and that that 

was (unintelligible) 

4 1 . .... 4 

P But in a great detail, Colson (unintelligible) that he nailed Bob 

Haldeman. The way Colson said, he said h~ had Colson and two, but 

not any way that's particularly bad. Right? 

E Well I think, I think li~e on so many things this got, this got 

planted as a little seed by Shapiro with Colson and that it grew 

and apparently 

P Uh, uh. 

H I would guess what's happened is he's got this.report from, 

Colson does, from Danny Hofgren that at the bar in the 

Bahamas with (unintelligible), someone (unintelligible) one 

night said to Hofgren everybody was involved in this. He 

didn't - -

E · Everybody knew about it? 

H Mitchell, Haldeman, Colson, Dean, the President ,. 

r:-Magruder --

He said, he specifically said the President. 

P Magruder does believe that, does he? 

· H No. I've got it --

p I just wonder if he believes {unintelligible). Does he believe it, 

Jahn? 
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E No. He tape recorded this thing. Higby handled it so well 

that Magruder has closed all his doors now with this tape. 

P What good ,vill that do John? 

E Sir, it beats the socks off him if he ever gets off the reservation. 

P Can you use the tape? 

E Well no. You can use Higby. 

P Why not --

E Well, it's illegal. 

H No, it's not. It is not. 

P Don't you have to tell somebody --

E Put a beeper 

H · There is no beeper required. Check the Washington law. 

P Yeah. 

H :Oistrict of Columbia is under federal law and the federal law · 

does not require disclosure to the other party of the recording 

of phone conversations. The phone call was made to Magruder's 

lawyer's office which is also ill the District of Columbia so both 

ends of the conversation were in the District of Columbia and 

there is no law requiring disclosure. 

·E (Unintelligible) 
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P Well, anyway --

H It cannot be admissible, but its 1 legal. 

P That's interesting. That's a new one. {Unintelligible) now 

and then, any way. I never heard anybody beep and I know that --

H No. It all depends on where you are. The basic law in most 

L states is that you must disclose to the other party that you',?:e 

recording the conversation. 

P Yeah. What is the situation -- I'll get past this in a hurry. What 

is the situation, John, in your opinion on what was Colson 1s 

and/or Shapiro's motive in building up the Magruder story? 

Maybe they believe it? 

· E Their innuendo is that Mitchell has put Magruder up to this. 

P I guess not. OK. There is the motive. Now, let me come to 

something else. 

H I d9n't believe that Magruder's 

P I don't either. Not at all. 

H I believe Mitchell has tried to. 

P Huh? 

H I believe Mitchell tried to. To keep Magruder's faith because 

he refers to Mitchell and says now that I have decided to talk I 

.. am going to have to tell Mr. Mitchell and he's going to be very 

unhappy with me because he's told me not to. 
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36. On April 14, 1973 the President met with Ehrlichman from 

8:55 to 11:31 a.m. and with Haldeman from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. At this 

meeting the President instructed Ehrlichman to meet with Mitchell. The 

President was advised that the grand jury was focusing on the Watergate 

aftermath. There was a discussion of payments to the Watergate defen

dants and of the transfer of $350,000 from Strachan to LaRue to be used 

for payments to the defendants. 

In response to the Judiciary Counnittee's subpoena for the tape 

recording and other evidence ·of this conversation, the President has 

produced an edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that 

transcript has been prepared. 

Page 

36.1 President Nixon daily diary, April 14, 1973, 
Exhibit 19, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 • .. • • • • • .. • 662 

36.2 House Judiciary Conmitee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
among the President~ ·H. R. Haldeman and John 

. Ehrlichrnan, April 14, -197 3, ·s: 55 - 11: 31 -•• m •••• ·• • • • • 665 
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7:55 8:02 

8:02 8:35 

8:35 8:42 

8:44 

8:47 8:49 p 

8:54 8:56 p 

-8:55 11:31 
w:oo 11:30 

10:/,9 10:50 p 

I ll:32 

I 
ll :32 

12:30 
12:02 

I ll:33 ll:3l1 p 

I 12:53 
I 

12 :54 p 

1:5?. 

1:55 2:13 

2:13 

2:23 

36.1 PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 14, 1973, EXHIBIT 19, 
IN RE GRAND JURY MISC. 47-73 

Dl,-1 [ (.'.k, .. D,y. Yr . ) :, 

APl~lL 11,, 1973 _;.. 
-Tit:-;-E. . DAY . \,; ·- -·--

7: 55 .:i. m. SAT!JPJ)/,Y 

The President motored fro m the South Grounds cf the ~-.rh i tc Haase 
to the office of his d entist, Dr. William o. Chase, 1302 
18th St., N .lJ. 

The President met with Dr Chase. 

The President motored from Dr. Chase's office to the South 
Grounds of the White House. 

Yne President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. 
Bull. 

The President talked with Secretary of Defense Elliott L. 
Richardson. 

The President met with: 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
H. R. Haldeman, Assistant 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President met with: 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 
Gen. f..lcxander H. Haig, Jr. , Army Vice Chief of Stai.f 

I The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

I ~: ::::::::: ::::·:,·::: ::~,·~:;ce. 
The President met 1-1ith !fr Haldeman. 

The President went to the South Grounds of the White House. 

The President greeted tourists being escorted by the First 
Lady on a tour of the White House gardens. I:icl• .1ded in t;w 
group were M~yor Walter E. Was~'n3 ton (D-Vashiugton, D.C.) 
and winnc~s of c poster cnnt0st s~onsored b!' ch~ s~cicty for 
a !,101:e Bea utiful i'~.:i tion.:il Cu;>i tal, I~c. For a· li.:, t: of 
postc ~r contest \·.1 i.an c rs, see ,\:'fF?-:DIX '1.-\. 11 

l-~emhc-:rs of the pres s , i~ ·/cGt 
\.faitc House photogr ;-~?hcr , ~,n/out 

Th,:: l'residcnl, acco;,,?:tnl.:,J ],y h~.s l'ress Secretary, Ror.ald I .• 
Ziegler, rctur11cd to rh ,, Ov.11. Offi<'e. 

) 
, / . .1 (-;~ .. · .. ' _.ii, ' ./1'·- ./· ·.·-,·· 

...._ - -- .-. d(L . , . \ ----"-'-''-"-'/!"'-''-'---- -~·- .. -· ~<~. ,_1. ___ ~_'·: ~·· .c.--.~__:.:~_s...:._ . t: ( ~ . :r:~-._ 

rJ:-:: -~-- u? -~-- r : ..... _, ). y ! 
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. WHiT£ h0USE 

PLACE D.W UEGAN 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

TIME 
PHONE 

p;:..,-!)!:1.ceJ 
R=ReceiyC"J 

---------- -~ ---
In Out Lo LO 

2:23 

2:24 

3:5;5 

4:58 

5:15 

5:41 

5:45 

6:08 

8:11 

8:58 

2:24 

3:55 

4:59 P 

6:45 

R 

6:09 R 

9:04 

I I 

R 

PRESIDENT RICHAFW NIXON'S-DAILY l)JAH-l - ---- ----
\S~e. Tr.1vd RC'uml f<>f Trivet Activity) 

DATE (l',fo .. QJ.y, Yt.) t 

_ APRIL 14, 1973 )_•.,l~--
TIME DAY '-

2 :23 p.m. SATUI{DAY 

hCTIVITY 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President talked with the First Lady. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr, Ehrlichman 

The President was telephoned long distance by Senator Robert 
Dole (R-Kansas) in Salina, Kansa 9 • Mr. Bull took the call. 

The President was telephoned by his daughter, Julie. The call 
was not completed. 

The President talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady motored from the White House 
to the Washington Hilton Hotel. 

The President and the First Lady were greeted by: 
Edgar A. Poe, correspondent for the New Orleans Tiraes

Picayune and outgoing President of the White House 
Correspondents' Association 

Ted Knap, correspondent for Scripps-Howard Newspaper 
Alliance and incoming President of the White House 
Correspondents' Association 

The Presidential party went to the head table in the 
International Ballroom. 

The President and the First Lady were guests of honor at a 
dinner hosted by the White House Correspondents' Associatio:c. 
Hr. Knap presented the Presidenc with a sterling silver 
replica of an 18th cent,iry globe crafted by Willia;,:som·t. 
silversmiths. For a list of other he2.d table guests, see 
APPENDIX "B." 
-- Meuiliers~f the press, in/out 

White Ho•1se photographer, in/out 

i 
I 
I 
l l_ ____ L ___ L~~-----· --- - - . ---------------------- . __ _J 
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36 . 1 PRES.lDENT NIX ON DAILY DI.4R.'( APRI L 14, 1 .973_, EXHIBIT 19 _. 

Pl.A CE !),\ \' l~U ~AN 

1'110:--.:E 

I THE \{lllTE l!OUSE l \·!/,S!!It:CTO ,r ll. C. 

1
• TIME Rl:-~·,1;~·~;:.~d 

-- -··- ···- - - --- · - -·-···-
lo Out Lo 1.0 

10:20 10:26 

10:28 

E: 02 11:16 p 

11:20 p 

11 :22 11:53 p 

TN RE r;R.AllD ,JURY. MI.C:C. 47-73 ·-- - ------==== ·=· ==·-====------~ 
PHES!DHff HlCHf.:rn ~:,xo;rs D.i1:LY Dl,,flY 

1.1.', T E (.".t,> .• l>J.7, Yr.) ' .... :.,; ... _.. 
APRIL __ lt,_,_197 3 _____ '.!--- -
TIME DAY 

9:04 p.n. SATUR nAY 

ACTIVITY 

The President returned to his limousine. He was accompanied by: 
The First Lady 
Mr. Poe 
Hr. Knapp 

The President and the First Lady motored from the Washington 
Hilton Hotel to the South Grounds of the White House. 

The President and the First Lady returned to the second floor 
Residence. 

The President talked with Hr. Haldeman. 

The President telephoned Mr. Kissi~ger. The call was not 
completed. 

The President talked with Hr, Ehrlichman. 

For a record of the President's activities after midnight, see 
the Daily Diary for April 15, 1973 • 

. ___ j_ ______ L_L~:DJSVi/.JD ________________________ ______ _, 
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36. 2 HOUSE J UDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE 

EDITED TRANSCRTPT, APRIL 14, 1973, 8:55 - 11:31 A.M. MEETING 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 14, 1973, 8:55 a.m. to 11:31 a.m. 

The President, Haldeman and Ehrlichman met on April 14, 1973 

in the EOB office from 8:55 to 11:31 a.m. The transcript of the meeting 

opens with the notation "Material wirelated to Presidential actions deleted." 

Thereafter, in response to a question by the President whether he had reached 

any conclusions "as to where we are," Ehrlichman said no. (p. 1) The 

President asked "what your conversation with Colson was and in essence, what 

did he and the lawyer tell you about?" Ehrlichman replied that Colson told 

him that Hunt was going to testify on Monday afternoon according to informa

tion obtained through Bittman or through Shapiro through Bittman. 

The President asked, ''Now why is Hunt testifying?" and Ehrlichman 

said, "I'll tell you what he said and then I'll tell you what I think the 

fact is." Ehrlichman said, "He said Hunt is testifying because there was 

no longer any point in being silent", because "so many other people were 

testifying .• " Ehrlichman said, "My feeling is that Bittman got very 

antsy." The President asked, "Why," and Ehrlichman said, "This grand jury 

started focusing on the aftermath and he might be involved. II Haldeman 

said, "Exactly." (pp. 2-3) 

The President said, "What do Colson et al, Colson and Shapiro, 

think we ought to do under these circumstances? Get busy and nail Mitchell 

in a hurry?" Ehrlichman said, "Yes." The President asked, "How is that 

going to help," and Ehrlichman said, ''Well, they feel that after he testi

fies that the whole thing is going to fall in short order." The President 
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said, "Right." Ehrlichman said that Mitchell and Magruder would be in

dicted and both will say the President lost any possibility of initiative 

for participation in the process. (p. 3) 

Ehrlichman said Colson wants the President to "persuade Liddy 

to talk." (p. 3) The President said "Me?", and Ehrlichman suggested the 

President should send word to Liddy "through a spokesman or in some way 

you would be activist on this score." 

Haldeman said, "that doesn't involve any real problem" because 

"As Dean points out, he [Liddy] is not talking 'cause he thinks he sup

posed not to talk" but "If he is supposed to talk, he will." "All he needs 

is a signal," Haldeman said, "if you want to turn Liddy on." (p. 4) 

Ehrlichman explained that Colson "wants you to be able to say afterward 

that you cracked the case." (p. 4) and that the "next forty-eight hours 

are the last chance for the White House to get out in front of this and 

that once Hunt goes on, that's the ball game." (pp. 4-5) 

The President asked, "But you've got to be out in front earlier," 

and "I mean go public." Ehrlichman said, "Either publicly, or with provable, 

identifiable steps which can be referred to later as having been the proxi

mate cause." The President asked whether Liddy was "not talking because 

he thinks the President doesn't want him to talk? Is that the point?" 

Ehrlichman replied that according to Colson and Shapiro, ''Mitchell's given 

him a promise of a pardon." The President said, "I don't know where they 

get that. Mitchell has promised Liddy a pardon?" Ehrlichman said, ''Yes." 

-2-
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The President said he had an uneasy feeling that the Magruder 

story may have been planted. Discussion followed about whether Magruder was 

telling the truth and whether Colson was a liar. (pp. 4-6) Haldeman said, 

"I would guess what's happened is he's got this report from, Colson does, 

from Danny Hofgren that at the bar in the Bahamas with (unintelligible), 

someone (unintelligible) one night said to Hofgren everybody was involved 

in this." Ehrlichman asked, "Everybody knew about it?" and Haldeman said, 

"Mitchell, Haldeman, Colson, Dean, the President." Ehrlichman then said, 

"l):i.e] said, he specifically said the President" and the President asked, 

"Magruder does believe that, does he?" and "I just wonder if he believes 

(unintelligible). Does he believe it, JohnZ" (p. 7) 

Ehrlichman said, "No," that a conversation with Magruder was 

taped, that "Higby handled it so well that Magruder has closed all his doors 

now with this tape." The President asked, "What good will that do John" 

and Ehrlichman responded, "Sir, it beats the socks off him if he ever gets 

off the reservation." The President asked if the tape can be used, and 

Ehrlichman and Haldeman expressed different opinions about the legality of 

recording a telephone conversation without a beeper. Haldeman said that 

no law required such disclosure of recording in the District of Columbia. 

(pp. 8-9) 

The President asked''what was Colson's and/or Shapiro's motive 

in · building up the Magruder story? Maybe they believe it?" 

Ehrlichman replied, "Their innuendo is that Mitchell has put Magruder up 

to this." Haldeman said he believed Mitchell tried to keep Magruder's 

faith because Magruder refers to Mitchell and says "now that I have 
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decided to talk I am going to have to tell Mr. Mitchell and he's going 

to be very unhappy with me because he's told me not to." (p. 9) 

Ehrlichman said Magruder is an emotional fellow "ready to crack" and 

he had "no doubt that he's ready to talk." The President said that if you 

were his lawyer'i.Jouldn't you advise him to go in and try and purge him

self" because '"[a]t least jl;et_s rid of one charge." Ehrlichman was not 

sure it would get rid of it "but it certainly reduces it when he comes in 

voluntarily." (p. 10) Haldeman saiq he wanted to talk to Magruder, and 

the President said, "Turn Bob on him." 

The President then asked "what is Hunt going to say," and "will 

he say that Colson promised him clemency?" Ehrlichman thought not. (p. 11) 

The President said, "You see the only possible involvement of the Presi

dent .•.• is that, now apparently John, either you or B9b or Dean, nomebody 

told me they said, told Colson not to discuss it with me." (p. 11) 

Ehrlichman sai:d he did. The President said that one evening Colson 

"drop1,>ed it i .n sort of parenthetically," and said he ''had a little 

problem toda y •• • · about Hunt." The President sai.d that he had sought to 

re ass ur e hi m and t ha t Cols on had ~ol d 'him abo ut aunt ' s wife. The 

President said, " I said it was a terrible thing and I said obviously 

we will do just, we will take that into consideration. That was the 

total of the conversation." (p. 12) Ehrlichman said, "Well, I had a 

couple of conversations in my off ice, n with Colson, explaining that Hunt 

wrote Colson "a very, I think a I've been abandoned kind of letter" after 

the election, and Colson came to tell Ehrlichman about it and asked 

him 
' 

"What shall I do? " (pp. 12-14) Ehrlichman said, "And I said, 

-4-
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'Well, better talk to him.' I thought somebody had better talk to him, 

the guy is obviously very distraught ••.. And has a feeling abandoned." 

The President said, "Right." (p. 14) Ehrlichman said Colson said, "What 

can I tell him [Hunt] about clemency or pardon." And Ehrlichman said he 

told Colson "You can't tell him anything about clemency or pardon. And 

I said, 'Under no circumstances should this ever be raised with the 

President.'" The President said, "(Unintelligible). Well, he raised 

it, I must say, in a tangential way. Now he denies that, as I understand 

it, that he said they'd be out by Christmas." Ehrlichman said, "I've 

never talked to Chuck about that, have you," and the President said that 

Dean or somebody had told him that Colson didn't, that he"just talked or 

saw Bittman casually -- were off on (unintelligible) or something of 

that sort." (p. 14) The President said that Colson said [apparently to 

Bittman], "I, I had given, • • • I know about Hunt's concern about clemency," 

and "I, Chuck Colson feel terrible about it, 'cause I knew his wife." The Presi

dent continued to relate what Colson apparently said to Bittman: ''I will go 

to bat for him and I have reason to believe that my views would be listened 

to. 11 Ehrlichman said Colson says he"talked with Bittman, that he was 

very skillful in avoiding any commitment," and that Colson says that 

Bittman "was pitching him, but that he wasn't catching 'em" and that 

Colson "might have a tape of that meeting or a tape of the conversation. 

Haldeman said Colson said Ehrlichman and Dean told him to promise clemency, 

but that he was smarter and did not. (p. 15) 

The President again asked whether Colson indicated "that Hunt's 

going to talk to that subject ••• [t]he promise of clemency?" (p. 16) 
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Ehrlichman said that he did not ask Colson that and Colson did not say 

that. Haldeman said, "Well we've got to go on the basis, John," and "we 

don't know how they know what Hunt I s going to testify. 11 Haldeman said 

their only basis for knowing what Hunt is going to testify to was Shapiro's 

meeting with Hunt the other day, and that is assuming Hunt would tell Shapiro 

what his testimony would be. Haldeman said they had no reason to assume that 

Ehrlichman said Shapiro said Hunt would corroborate a . lot of McCord's 

hearsay. The President said, "Hunt could testify on Colson's (unintel-

ligible)." (p. 16) 

The President said, "We're talking about when he [Hunt] and 

Liddy are in the office with Colson" and Colson called Magruder. The 

President said that "Colson says that they didn't discuss the (unintel

ligible) then," but that Hunt could say he went in and showed this whole 

thing to Colson and Colson picked up the phone and talked to Magruder. 

The President asked, "Does Colson realize his vulnerability there?" 

(p. 17) 

Ehrlichman said Colson claimed he had no vulnerability because 

he talked in very general terms with Hunt and Liddy, and the President 

said he understood that but was simply saying that Hunt and Liddy could 

assert that -- that's the point. Ehrlichman said he asked Colson speci

fically about that conversation "and he maintains that they were talking 

in general terms about intelligence and when they said intelligence he 

meant one thing and apparently they meant another." (p. 18) 

The President said, "Question, for example, is Hunt prepared to 

talk on other activities that he engaged in?" Ehrlichman said he "couldn't 
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derive that." The President said, "You mean is he going to blow the 

White House on the--," and Ehrlichman said, "I couldn't get that at all." 

The President said he assumed the U. S. Attorney would not be pressing on 

"that." Ehrlichrnan said McCord volunteered this Hank Greenspun thing. 

The President asked if that was a serious thing, "Did they really try to get 

:into Hank Greenspun." Ehrlichman said, "I guess they actually got in," 

to which the President responded, "What in the name of (expletive deleted) 

though, has Hank Greenspun got with anything to do with Mitchell or anybody 

else?" Ehrlichman said, "Nothing. Well, now, Mithcell {sic]. Here's -

Hughes. And these two fellows, Colson and Shapiro, Colson threw that out." 

The President said, "Hughes on whom, 11 and Ehrlichman said the Hughes thing 

is cut into two factions, which were fighting. The President said, ''Yeah," 

to which Ehrlichman said Senator Bennett's son for whom Hunt worked repre

sents one of those factions. The President said, "So he ordered the bugging?" 

and Ehrlichman said, "I don't know. I know the (unintelligible) say it's 

a bag job." (pp. 18-19) Haldeman said, "They busted his safe to get some-

thing out of it. Wasn't that it?" Ehrlichrnan said, "No; They flew out, 

broke his safe, got something out (unintelligible)," and ''[n]ow as they sat 

there in my office--." (p. 19) The President said, "Other delicate 

thi,ngs, too. You've got apart from my from my poor brother, which unfo ·rtunatcly 

or fortunately was a long time ago but, more recently, you've got Hubert 

Humphrey's son works for him and, of course, they're tied in with O'Brien 

I suppose. But maybe they were trying to get it for that reason." (p. 19) 

Ehrlichman said he didn't know why, but that Shapiro and Colson didn't know 

anything about it. Ehrlichman said, "They said, one said to the other, 
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' Sly, that may have something to do with the New York Grand Jury, 1 meaning 

the Vesco Grand Jury which is a runaway and which is into II The Presi-

dent asked if Colson knew about that. Ehrlichman did not know and said 

that Colson says he does not even know who Hank Greenspun is. To this 

the President said, "(Unintelligible)", and Ehrlichman said he would take 

him [Colson] at face value on that one. The President asked, "You didn't 

know that either?" and Ehrlichman responded, "I know very well .who he is." 

(p. 20) 

The President then said, "Let me just take a minute further and 

run out the Hunt thing, and then the Grand Jury, I want to get all the 

pieces if Isic] my mind if I can." (p. 20) The President said, "Hunt's testi

mony on pay-off, of course, would be very important," and asked, "Is he 

prepared to testify on that?" Ehrlichman said apparently so and that 

Hunt will implicate O'Brien and Parkinson by hanging them up on obstruction 

of justice. The President asked, "Can Hunt do that," and Haldeman said, 

"why doesn't he accomplish his purpose simply by saying they gave them 

money to handle their legal fees?" (p. 21) The President said, "Hunt 

then is going to go" and that "raises the problem on Hunt with regard to 

Kalmbach," who "has possible vulnerability as to whether he was aware, 

in other words, the motive, the motive, --." (p. 22) Ehrlichman de

scribed Dean I s calls to Kalmbach about raising money and tha~ Kalmbach 

got some money and sent it back. Haldeman said, "Dean says very flatly 

that Kalmbach did not know the purpose of the money and has no problem." 

(p. 22) The President said, "Dean did know the purpose? Hunt testi-

fies -- so basically then Hunt will testify that it was so-called hush 
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money. Right?" Ehrlichman said he thought so. The President asked, 

"Where does that serve him, let me ask?" and was told by Ehrlichman it 

would serve him to have his sentence reduced. Haldeman said "he'd be 

served the same purpose by not saying it was hush money, by saying it {sic] 

gave it to these guys I had recruited for this job and I ••• was con

cerned about their family--." The President said, "That's right, that's 

what it ought to be and that's got to be the story that. ''At this point 

Haldeman said, "Unintelligible" and the President continued with, "Will 

be the defense of these people, right?" (pp. 23-24) 

Haldeman said, "That was the line they used around here. That 

we've got to have money for their legal fees and family," and the Presi

dent said, "Support. Well, I heard something about that at a much later 

time ••• And, frankly, not knowing much about obstruction of justice, 

I thought it was perfectly proper." (p. 24) After some discussion com

paring the payments to fund raising for the Berrigan brothers and the 

Scottsboro people, the President said, "Nevertheless, that Hunt then 

saying there was a payoff," and "Hunt, on other activities Hunt then 

according to Colson was not -- I don't know what Colson meant about the 

door of the Oval Office." Ehrlichman said he hadn't wanted to get into 

that with Colson because Shapiro was there and "I'll have to get back on 

that." (p. 25) The President said, "Right." 

The President said, "{I]t is Colson's view that Magruder's 

talkingwould have the effect of bringing it there because of the -- I 

think what he is really referring to, John, is that by reason of Colson, 

by reason of Magruder nailing Haldeman and Colson, that that's the door 
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of the Oval Office. I don't know what else because there's nobody else 

around, nobody physically around." (p. 26) Haldeman said, "Magruder 

isn't going to nail Haldeman and Colson." The President said, "Well, 

let's see. I don't think so either but." (p. 26) 

The conversation then turned to contacting Mitchell to tell 

him, in Ehrlichman' s words "the jig is up." (p. 2 7) The President said 

"now is the time to do something." The discussion covered several pos

sible persons who might take the message to Mitchell (pp. 27-29). 

Ehrlichman then mentioned that he had been working on something when 

Dean called him at twelve-thirty. The President asked if he was working 

on "another subject." Ehrlichman said, "Oh, no" and Haldeman said, "There 

is no other subject!" (pp. 30-31) Ehrlichman then related a scenario 

suggested by Dean in that telephone call. One scenario involved the 

President calling Mitchell into his office on Saturday and telling Mitchell 

"You've got to do this," and Mitchell "stonewalls you," so the President 

says, "'Well, John [Mitchell], I have no alternative.' "And with that the 

President calls the U. S. Attorney and says, 'I, the President of the 

United States of America and leader of the free world want to go before 

the Grand Jury on Monday."' (pp. 31-32) To this the President said, 

"I won't even comment on that." Haldeman said, "That's a silly II 

The President said, "Typical of the thinking of II Ehrlichman said, 

"We're running out every line." 

Ehrlichman said he thought Mitchell "will understand this thing" 

and that "if he goes in it redounds to the Administration's advantage." 

The President asked "How. II 
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Ehrlichman said that when the President got Ehrlichman's 

report he would be able to call in Mitchell as the "provable wrong-doer" 

and say, " Now, John, for (expletive deleted) sake go on in there and 

do what you should. And let's get this thing cleared up and get it 

off the country's back and move on." . (pp. 32-33) 

Haldeman then said, "Plus the other side of this is that that's the only 

way to beat it now." (p. 33) The President said, ''Well, --" and Haldeman 

said that was the only salvation for Mitchell from Mitchell's personal 

viewpoint, and the President said, "How can he make it, anyway." (p. 33) 

Haldeman said Connally "made the point that you had to get this laid out 

and the only way it could hurt you is if it ultimately went to Mitchell. 

And that that would be the one man you couldn't afford to let get hung 

on this." The President said, "I think he's wrong about that. I think 

this is the worst one, well, due to the closeness to the President 

at the time of the crime. Would you agree, John?" (pp. 33-34) Dis-

cussion followed concerning whether different news stories would result 

,depending upon whether the grand jury cracked the case by iteself or Mitchell 

went to the U. S. Attorney at the President's urging. (pp. 35-36) 
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The latter alternative news story would say, according to Ehrlichman, 

"Charges of cover-up by the White House were materially disspelled by 

the diligent efforts of the President and his aides in moving on evidence 

which came to their hands in the closing days of the previous week." The 

President said, "I'd buy that." (p. 36) 

Ehrlichman said he was concerned because since the end of 

March, he had "turned up a fair amount of hearsay evidence that points at 

this (unintelligible). 11 The President said, "So did Dean." (pp. 36-37) 

The President said, "Yet he [Dean] tried, very honestly, he tried to look 

it as the best way he could," and that, "Maybe he could and maybe he 

really didn't know." Ehrlichman said, "Well, its [sic] h~arsay •. And, so you 

don I t hang a guy, you don' t ~g a guy II The President said, "And, 

also, we are going to remember Mitchell has denied it. 11 (p. 37) Then 

Ehrlichman said, "But I sit over there in Bob's office and listen to that 

tape of one of the co-actors saying flat out on the tape that he was 

guilty and that Mitchell was (unintelligible) going to force our fall, 

and--." The President said, "Did he say that? Did he say that?" 

Ehrlichman said, "Yeah," and that "I said to myself, 'My god. You know, 

I'm a United States citizen. I'm standing here listening to this, what 

is my duty?'" To which the President responded, "Well the point is 

you've now told me. That's the problem." Ehrlichman said, "That's 

correct. That's correct." The President said, "See the difference is 

that the problem of my position up to this time has been quite frankly, 

nobody ever told me a damn bit of this, that Mitchell was guilty," and 

Ehrlichman said, "That's right." Haldeman said, "Well we still don't 
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know," that he thought "the scenario that was spun out, that Dean spun 

out on Mitchell is basically the right one," and that he did not think 

"Mitchell did order the Watergate bugging and I don't think he was speci

fically aware of the Watergate bugging at the time it was instituted. 

I honestly don't." (pp. 37-38) Ehrlichman said, "That may be. 11 At this 

point there is a notation "Material unrelated to Presidential actions 

deleted." (p. 38) 

The transcript resumes with the President saying, "What did he 

say? What did he tell Moore?" Ehrlichman said, "Well, remember I asked 

Moore to find out what Mitchell had testified to," and the President said, 

"Yeah. Moore heard the testimony and said well you're not--," and 

Ehrlichman said, ''He was never asked the right questions." Haldeman 

said, "He probably didn't to the Grand Jur:9:,, either," and Ehrlichman said, 

"That I s right. As far as the quality of the evidence is concerned --, " 

At this point the notation again appears, "Material t.mrelated to Presi

dential actions deleted." (p. 3'8) 

The President next said, "All right. I now have evidence that--." 

Ehrlichman said, "You don't have evidence if I" and the President said, 

"I'm not convinced he's guilty but I am convinced that he ought to go 

before a Grand Jury." (p. 38) Ehrlichman said, "What I did last night 

and this morning was to write out what would in effect be a report to 

you." The President said, "Right." Ehrlichman said, "Of this (unintel

ligible) deliver it to you." The President said, "John," followed by 

the notation "Material unrelated to Presidential aations deleted." There-

after the President says that, coming around again, Ehrlichman knows 
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the case, has conducted the investigation, has reported to the President, 

and has been asked by the President ''to go up and lay it on the ground to 

Mitchell and to tell Mitchell, look, there is only one thing that can 

save him. I think John's got to hear that kind of talk. " 

The President suggested that Rush might be the man to do it, and inci

dentally was a man to be considered to be brought into the White House to 

"advise the President on this thing and examine all the White House things, 

to look at all the FBI files, to look at the Jury report, Dean report, FBI 

files and give me a report." The President said, "Rush, I trust. Rush 

is a friend, He is a total White House man, yet he is not tied in to this." 

In response to Haldeman's query whether events hadn't overtaken that 

project, the President said no, because if they got Mitchell, "they're 

going to say now what about Haldeman, what about Chapin, and what about Col

son and the rest?" The President said he had to have a report which would say 

"Ttere are no other higher-up," would "put a cap on it," and would "then face 

the Segretti crap." (pp. 39-41) Ehrlichman said, "In forcing this out, 

Dean remains a problem," and read to the President what he had "come to" 

on that. Ehrlichman read, "'John Dean has not involved himself in this 

matter as your counsel for several months and properly so. I should not 

continue to fill ;ln for him, ~- meaning me,' for several reasons, including 

-
the impermissa.ble[sic] demands on my time that were involved. You need a 

full time special counsel to follow these related problems, _ •• , I do not 

recommend that Dean take a leave. That is neither in nor out. He has 

involved himself to the extent described above. Either that requires 
• 

dismissal, or it does not. And that choice should be made at once. If he 

is discharged, the U. S, Attorney and the Grand Jury shouil.d be (unintelligible),'" 

{pp. 41-42) . Ehrlichman said, "I think you've got to bite the bullet on Dean, one 

way or the other, pretty quick." And Haldeman said, "All right, but recognize 
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that that kills him. Dean's _,,reaction, basically he says that that kills 

him." (pp. 41-42) There is then a notation "Material unrelated to 

Presidential actions deleted" and the transcript resumes with the remark 

the President, "Well, let's see what Dean says when you tell him that?" 

Ehrlichman replied, "He doesn't agree with that." The President said, "I 

know he doesn't agree, but what does he do?" Ehrlichman replied, "He 

wants to stay and just disconnect himself from this case." (p. 43) 

Returning to the Mitchell problem, the President said, someone 

who knew the case had to talk to Mitchell and that was "one of two people." 

The. President said, "I can verse myself in it enough to know the thing, but 

1 am not sure that 1 want to know ..• " (p. 43) 

The President then said to Ehrlichman, "I am not trying to duck it. I just, 

John -- and, 1 1 11 take this one on. The thing, John, is that there's 

nobody really that can do it except you." A discussion followed about 

what Ehrlichman should say to Mitchell. Ehrlichman suggested saying, among 

other things, "We've got to think of this thing from the standpoint of the 

President and I know you have been right along and that's the reason you've 

been conducting yourself as you have," to which the President said, "Right." , 

(p. 45) After further suggestions the President said, "And the door of 

the White House. We're trying to protect it." (p. ' 46) At one point 

Haldeman said, "(Unintelligible) one part of the scenario really worries 

me. You say I listened to Magruder." Ehrlichman responded, "Well, I 

can't say it quite that way." (p. 48) There was discussion of whether 

if Mitchell went to the U. S. Attorney, the U.S. Attorney would drop in

vestigation of the cover-up. The President and Ehrlichman feeling the 
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cover-up investigation would continue anyway, although Ehrlichman said, 

"They would certainly be diverted." (p. 50) 

The discussion turned to what Mitchell would say in response 

to Ehrlichman's approach. The President thought Mitchell would say, "Oh, 

damn it. Look John, you know that there are people in the wbite House 

who are deeply involved in this and you know that Colson and Haldeman 

"pressured' 'This poor boy over here.' I think Mitchell will take the 

offensive." (p. 52) Haldeman said, "You see, I am not at all sure but 

what Mitchell may think I am involved. I am sure he probably thinks 

Colson's involved, because Magruder has said that," and "I would guess 

that's the line Magruder has used with Mitchell, and you might have to 

play Magruder's tape recording for him." (p. 52) 

The President asked whether Magruder was planning t~ go see 

Mitchell. Haldeman said, "Yes, Sir, if he decides to go, if he decides to 

talk," and that Magruder was "about on the verge" and he assumed Magruder 

"is either going to talk or he's going to take the Fifth. He's not going 

to lie." (p. 52) Ehrlichman said, "He says, I know I'm going to be 

arrested. I know I'm on my way to jail. If Mitchell comes back with a 

line like that, "You're not serving the President, well, that if you made 

any kind of investigation surely you know people in the White House are 

involved .• We're not protecting the President by hoping 'this thing is 

going to go away.'" (pp. 52-53) Ehrlichman said he would tell Mitchell: 

"The thing is not going to go away, John, and by your sitting up there in 

New York pretending that it is, is just making it worse. And it's been get

ting steadily worse, by your sitting up there for the last couple of months. 
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We're at the point now where we had no choice but to ask you to do this.'" 

(p. 53) 

The discussion turned to cooperation with the Ervin Committee, 

and Ziegler's views that they should stonewall it (pp. 54-57). The Presi

dent said, "You see the point is, the point is, I believe that cooperation 

with the Committee might at least indicate no cover-up. That's what I'm 

trying to do." (p. 57) Ehrlichman said the story will come out, and "We're 

going to go through a period now where we take some gas," giving the example 

of a Kilpatrick radio program, "just taking Kleindienst apart something 

terrible on executive privilege." Ehrlichman said, "Now that was a tactic. 

Kleindienst took a hard line up there." The President said "Yeah." 

Ehrlichman said "because if he had softened at all, that would have really 

hurt our negotiations." (pp. 57-58) There was further discussion of 

negotiating with the Ervin Committee and the possibility of a court test 

case if agreement could not be reached with the committee. (pp. 58-60) 

The President then said, "We don't want a court case--," and Ehrlichman 

said tliat a court case would 'l:ielay anyappearance by any White House people," 

that they could agree to 'abide the outcome of the case': and that "if Mitchell 

does get indicted, Mitchell's lawyers are going to somehow move to stop 

the Eryin hearing." 4>. 60) 

Ehrlichman said that was Shapiro's analysis also, that the motion to quash 

the Ervin hearings would be on the point that they can't get a fair trial. 

The President asked, "John, is that better than just caving?" Ehrlichman 

said they had the option of caving at any time. (pp. 61-62) Ehrlichman 

said it would be better to be forthcoming before Mitchell is indicted, and 
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that, "You asked me, 'Do I want to cave now?' My feeling about this 

whole thing is that we ought to be looking at every nook and cranny 

for every device that there is to be forthcoming." The President said, 

"Right." Ehrlichman said, "And this is a place where we could do it. 

My sense of this whole case is that our best defense is that the President 

always wanted this to happen, and that we weren't being cute about 

this at all." (p. 62) 

The discussion turned to who would get "out in front" on the 

Segretti matter. The President suggested Chapin, but Haldeman indicated 

he himself should, saying, "If the Mitchell thing breaks, like on Monday, 

and if (unintelligible) and that starts breaking and you get into a big 

bottling up of Watergate," it seemed to him "that's the best possible 

time, place and atmosphere for my statements to come out debunking Dean." 

(pp. 63-64) In connection with this there was a discussion whether the 

Ervin Committee should be asked for early hearings. The President said, 

"We don't want early hearings, huh?" and Ehrlichman said no, "Number one, 

I don't want 'em, 11 and also he had a commitment to Ervin and Baker not to 

discuss the negotiations until they were over. (pp. 66-67) 

A discussion followed concerning issuing a statement by Haldeman 

about his relationship to Segretti, and timing this statement with re

lation to any plea Mitchell might enter. The President then said, "We 

don't even know yet what Magruder is going to do" and Ehrlichman said, 

"Does it really matter? If once you're possessed of this information." 

The President said, "Yeah, I see, 11 but that "my Gosh. I'm not a mind 

reader" and that "Mitchell's going _ to say, _ 'Well, I don't know whethe.r Jeb, 

how do you know Jeb's going to do that?'" Ehrlichman said, "I don't. 

-18-

(682) 



36. 2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMJ.JITTEE STAFF SUMNARY OF WHITE HOUSE 
EDITED TRANSCRIPT, APRI!{ 14, 1973, 8:55 - 11 :31 A.M• MEETING 

But it doesn't matter," and he responded "It]hat's it" when the President 

said,"they've got other information?" When asked how he knew that, 

Ehrlichman said, "Well, we've got some sources inside the U, S. Attorney 

process," apparently indicating he would say that to Mitchell, but would 

also say "I don't know how good they are, John." Ehrlichman said he 

would also say to Mitchell, "You undoubetedly do, too" have sources. The 

President said, "our sources are Shapiro, right?" Ehrlichman said, "Oh, 

no. Dean and his lawyers have sources in the U. S. Attorney's office." 

(p. 68) The President said, "Silbert, right." (p. 69) 

The President then asked about the other grand juries, including 

the Vesco case, which Ehrlichman said again was a "runaway Grand Jury." 

He explained that the grand jury was investigating whether or not Vesco 

procured an appointment with the Attorney General in consideration of a 

$200,000 campaign contribution, and the President said, "Oh, my God. 

And Harry Sears charges that?" Ehrlichman discussed the details about 

what happened, including Vesco's question to Stans, "how does a guy get 

to be a big contributor around here"; Stans' response that "Well, the 

word big means two hundred thousand dollars"; Vesco's query "cash or 

check" and Stans' reply "either one." The President asked, "This was 

after my poor brother was up there?" Ehrlichman said, "I'm not sure. 

I don't know, before or after," and then went on to describe further con

versations between Stans and Vesco resulting in Vesco getting a phone call, 

"allegedly," from John Mitchell. "[T]hat's enough to indict," Ehrlichman 

said he was told. The President said, about the appointment Vesco got as 

a result of the phone call, "My God that's dumb," and "You know what I 

mean," that he "can imagine all those (unintelligible) in here trying to 
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get--." (pp. 69-70) Ehrlichman then said, "Now that may not be enough 

to convict, but it's enough to indict." At this point the transcript says 

"Material unrelated to Presidential actions deleted." (p. 70) 

The transcript resumes with the statement by the President, 

"We've come full circle on the Mitchell thing. The Mitchell thing must 

come first." The President said, "We've got to make this move today" and 

'ti]f it fails, just to get back our position I think you ought to talk to 

Magruder" and "you tell Magruder, now Jeb, this evidence is coming in 

you ought to go to the Grand Jury. Purge yourself if you're perjured and 

tell this whole story." The Preside~t said, "Because I think we do have to," 

and Haldeman agreed. The President said, apparently referring to 

Ehrlichman's proposed talk with Mitchell,· "Say that the evidence is not 

Jeb," (pp. 70-71) and that "we are not talking to John because _Jeb _is going to 

crack or that Dean is going to the <?rand Jury." "It's past that point," 

the President said, "They've got the case made." The President said 

Mitchell will say, "Well. I think they're bluffing here." Ehrlichman said, 

apparently saying what he would tell Mitchell, "It isn't a question of 

bluffing. Nobody's made any representations to us at all. Nobody's 

tried to bluff us. It justs [si.cil a.question of putting together all the 

facts and any time someone, if the U. S. Attorney's office goes through 

the process that I've gone through,he'll have all the facts. And there'll {sic] 

it'll be. And you don't get it all from any one person. It's some from 

this one, some from that one." (p. 72) 

The President then said, "what is the -- is the liability of Hunt 

-- I am thinking of the payoff thing." 
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The President said, that Dean had told him a few weeks ago 

"about the problem of Hunt's lawyer" needing"sixty thousand or forty 

thousand dollars or something like that." The President said, "I said 

I don't know where you can get it. I said, I mean, I frankly felt he 

might try to get it but I didn't know where." The President said that 

Dean 'left it up with Mitchell and Mitchell said it was taken care of .••. '' The 

President as ked if Dean had talked to Ehrlichman 1about that." (pp. 72-73} 

Ehrlichman responded, "He talked to me about it. I said, John, I wouldn't 

have the vaguest notion where to get it. "The President said, "Yeah." 

Ehrlichman said he saw Mitchell later in the day, and the President said, 

"Iw]hat happened?" and Ehrlichman said, "And he just said, 'It's taken 

care of.'" (p. 73) Haldeman said that"Mitchell raised the problem to Dean, 

and said, 'What have you done about that other problem?' , and Dean said,, , , 

'Well, you know, I don't know,' And Mitchell said, 'Oh, I guess that's 

been taken care of.rn Haldeman said that it was apparently taken care 

of ''through LaRue,11 who told Dean, "this whole thing is ridiculous now," 

and "it's all out now and there i.s nothing we can do about it," and 

"you know I can't figure out how I got into this, to begin with, but it 

seems to me all of us have been drawn in here in trying to cover up for John. ' " 

The President asked '-'For Mitchell?" and Haldeman said, "Yeah, 

which. is exactly what's happened." (pp. 73-74) The President said, "LaRue 

said this?" Haldeman said, "Yes," and the President said, "He's right." 

Then Haldeman said if LaRue "is called" he "intends to tell the truth ••• , " 

The President said, "Is he?" Haldeman said, "Yeah," and the President said, 
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"Well," and Haldeman said, "I don I t know. 11 Then the President said, "what 

instructions? (p. J4) Haldeman said he didn't know. The President said,"but 

his instructions will be, LaRue, that I was helping to get II Ehrlichman 

said, "The way Dean talks LaRue wasn't even thinking about the messages" Haldeman 

said, "I don't think LaRue cares. I think LaRue figures that the jig is up," 

(p. 75) 

Ehrlichman said he had a bit of incidental intelligence that 

McCord dropped yesterday with regard to Mardian. "Just a small--." The 

President said, "(unintelligible) back in Phoenix," and Ehrlichman said, 

"I heard a cover story which he fed to the New York Times which 

would lay it all back at the White House. The trouble with that is, sir, 

(__unintelligible) It will only stand so long as Mitchell stands." 

The President said, "But he could lay it to the White House?" and Ehrlichman 

said, "But bear in mind Shapiro was giving me this in a whole litany of 

things that were persuasive (unintelligible)." The President said, "The 

point on Mardian, well, let me say I don't think that Mardian or LaRue 

or Mitchell or Magruder or anybody want to hurt the President." (o, 75) Haldeman 

and Ehrlichman agreed. Ehrlichman asked about Colson, and Haldeman said, 

"I just think he will do everything he can not to hurt the President," to 

which the President said, "Yeah. That has got to be true of everybody 

because it isn't the man, it's the office." (p. 76) Haldeman said, 

"sure," and the President said, "But also it happens to be true. I wish 

I knew about the (expletive deleted)," to which Haldeman said, "They will 

have asked that doesn't apply and they could, I think rationalize to 

themselves that hurting or getting anybody else could be •••• Good for 

the President rather than bad," and that includes "Ehrlichman, Haldeman, 
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Dean . . certainly Colson . Colson will be at the top of that -- Colson 

first, then Haldeman, then Dean, then Ehrliclunan." (p. 76) 

The President said, "You see I think a Mardian story to the 

Times will be frankly that Colson put the heat on." (p. 76) Haldeman 

said he did not think Mardian had any personal desire to "get me," but he 

knew Mardian hates Colson. The President said, "You see you can make a 

hell of a circumstantial case on Colson. Colson is closer to this 

crew of the robbers than anybody else." (p. 77) 

There was some discussion of whether Hunt would be given immunity, 

and the President asked, "How do you handle the problem of clemency, John?" 

(p. 78) Haldeman said, "Well, you don I t .handle it at all. 11 That I s 

Colson's, cause that's where it comes from." Ehrlichman said, "That was 

the line of communication," and the President said, "Colson to Bittman." 

The President said, "I guess that's the only thing we have on that -

except Mitchell, apparently had said something about clemency to people, 11 

and Haldeman sai_d, "To Liddy." The President asked Ehrlichman and 

Haldeman whether Mitchell'ever discussed clemencj( with either of them 1 

and each said no. The President then said "(unintelligible) We were all 

here the I sic] room," and Haldeman said, "Well, may· have said, 'Look 

we've got to take care of this."' 
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The President replied, "But's [sic] he's never said, 'Look you're 

going to get a pardon from these people when this is over. 1 Never used 

any such language around here, has he, John?" Ehrlichman said, "Not to 

me," and Haldeman said, "I don't think so." The President asked, "With 

Dean has he?", and Ehrlichman responded, "Well I don't know. That's a 

question I can't answer." The President said, "Well, but Dean's never 

raised it. In fact, Dean told me when he talked about Hunt. I said, 

'John, where does it all lead?' I said, what's it going to cost. You 

can't just continue this way. He said, 'About a million dollars.' 

(unintelligible) I said, John, that's the point. (unintelligible) 

Unless I could get them up and say look fellows, it's too bad and I 

give you executive clemency like tomorrow, what the hell do you think, 

Dean. I mean, you think, the point is, Hunt and the Cubans are going 

to sit in jail for four years and they are not being taken care of?" 

Haldeman then said, "That's the point, Now where are you going to get 

the money for that?" The President said, "That's the reason this 

whole thing falls apart. It's that - It's that that astonishes me 

about Mitchell and the rest," and Ehrlichman said, "Big problem." 

(Material tmrelated to Presidential actions deleted) (pp. 78-80) 

Itmnediately following the deletion, the President said, "The word never came 

up, but I said, 'I appreciate what you're doing.• I knew it was for the 

purpose of helping the poor bastards through the trial, but you can't offer 

that John. You can't - or could you? I guess you could. Attorneys' 

fees? Could you go a support program for these people for four years. 1' 

Ehrlichman said, "I haven't any idea." Reference was made to the Berrigan 

-24-

(688) 



36.2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE 
EDITED TRANSCRIPT, APRIL 14, 1973, 8:55 - 11:Jl A.M. MEETING 

brothers being supported in jail, and the President said, "But not to 

hush up," and Ehrlichman said, "That's right." (pp. 80-81) 

The discussion turned again to whether Dean should be fired. 

The President said he had made up his mind to do it and Ehrlichman re

sponded that he was not sure it was the right decision. Ehrlichman said 

he had not meant to imply what the decision on Dean should be, only that 

there was a "go no go" decision that has to be made. He said, "Here's 

your situation," that the President should 'TI.J:>ok again at the big picture," 

and that "You now are possessed of a body of fact," to which the President 

replied, "That's right." Ehrlichman said, "And you've got to -- you 

can't just sit here." The President said, "That's right." Ehrlichman 

said, ''You've got to act on it. You've got to make some decisions and 

the Dean thing is one of the decisions that you have to make." Ehrlichman 

then said, "I am still heavily persuaded that we affect the Grand Jury and 

U. S. Attorney treatment of Dean favorably by keeping him on. And 

that that's important." The President said, "Why is that? - because they 

like him?" and Ehrlichman said, "No, no. No, no. Because they can treat 

him differently as the President's Counsel than as a dismissed person ••• 

It's a very heavy psychological factor." (p. 82) 

The President said that "Well this will be done because there 

is another reason too. It isn't like, Dean is not like Mitchell, now, 

let's face it." Haldeman agreed. The President said, "Dean is not like 

Mitchell in the sense that Dean only tried to do what he could to pick 

up the pieces and everybody else around here knew it had to be done." 

(p. 83) Ehrlichman said, "Certainly." The President said, "Let's face 
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it. I'm not blaming anybody else--." Ehrliclunan said, "No, I understand 

that. I have great trouble in (unintelligible) in the light of the known 

involvement that he had in the." The Pr~sident said, "Aftermath?" 

Ehrlichman said, "Right, but--." Haldeman said, "But the known involve

ment he had in that was for what was understood here to be the proper 

system." The President said, "The question is motive. That's right." 

Ehrlichman said, "That number one. Number two, there is nothing new about 

that, As I have developed this thing , . There were 8 or 10 

people around here who knew about this, knew it was going on. Bob 

knew, I knew, all kinds of people knew." (p. 83) The President then 

said, "Well, I knew it. I knew it." Ehrlichman said, "And it was not 

a question of whether--," and the President said, "I must say though, 

I didn't know it but I must have assumed it though but you know, 

fortunately -- I thank you both for arranging it that way and it does 

show the isolation of the President, and here it's not so bad But the 

first time that I knew that they had to have the money was the time when 

Dean told me that they needed forty thousand dollars. I had been, frankly, 

(unintelligible) papers on those little envelopes. I didn't know about 

the envelopes (unintelligible) and all that stuff." (p. 84) Ehrlichman 

then said that if Dean was dismissed because he knew the operation was 

going on, you couldn't stop with him and you would have to 'go through 

a whole place wholesale." (p. 84) The President then said, "Fire the 

whole staff," and Ehrlichman said, "That's right. It's a question of 

motive. It's a question of role and I don't think Dean's role 

in the aftermath, at least from the facts that I know now, achieves a 

level of wrongdoing that requires that you terminate him." (p. 84) 
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TR:e:. P,resident then sat.d, 11l. think he made a very powerful point to me that 

of course, you can be pragmatic and say, (unintelligible) cut your losses 

and get rid of 'em. Give 'em an hors d'oeuvre and maybe they won't come back 

for the main course. Well, out, John Dean. On the other hand, it is 

true that others did know." (pp. 84-85) 

Further discussion followed about Dean, Ehrlichman and Haldeman 

pointing out that Dean had been ma.de a focal point in the Gray process, and 

will become a focal point in the Ervin process, and if dismissed he would 

still be a focal point with less protection and "less incentive." 

Haldeman said, "What Dean did, he did with all conscience in terms that 

the higher good." The President asked what Dean said about motive, did 

he say it was "hush-up?" (p. 85) Ehrlichman replied, ''No. He says he 

knew, he had to know that people were trying to bring that result about." 

(p. 86) Ehrlichman said, referring to Dean, "And he says, you know, the 

way I got into this was I was I would go to meetings in campaign headquarters 

and we'd get through the meeting and Mitchell and LaRue would say to 

'Mardian and LaRue would say to Mitchell, 'You've got to do something about 

this.' And Mitchell's stock answer was, to turn to John Dean and say, 'What 

are you going to do?' And so John said, 'I got to be kind of a water 

carr;i:::er. I 1d come back from those meetings and I'd come in to see Bob,' or 

me or somebody else, and say, 'Well Mitchell's got this big problem.' And 

then he'd say, They'd say to me, 'well I don't know what 

I'll do about it.'" The President asked, "When he came in to see Bob and 

you what would he say was the problem?" Ehrlichman said, "He'd say, 'These 

guys, Hunt's getting jittery, and says that he's got to have umpty-ump 

thousand dollars, and Mitchell's terribly worried about it,' and it was never 

expressed, but it was certainly understood II (p. 86) 
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The President then said, "on the question of motive then, though, I 

guess in those conversations wi.th you with respect to motive was never 

discussed." Ehrlichman said, "Never discussed with me in those terms." 

(p. 87) The President said, "Right. The motive was to help defendants 

who were, by g0lly, who had worked for the campaign connnittee." 

Ehrlichman said, "It never really got that far because, w:e, 

at least my conversation with John always was, 'Well, you know that's 

interesting, but I just don't know what to do for you."' The President 

said,"[h]e may have gone further with you, Bob. Did he?" Haldeman said, 

"No. We referred him to Kalmbach. You aimed it at Kalmbach, I aimed it 

at Mitchell. I said, 'John, you can't come here and ask for help, we 

don't have it.' The one thing where it did go further, if you want to 

argue about it, it was in the sense that the 350, ••• Which was not our 

money, we did move back over there." (p. 87) The President said, "[f]or 

this purpose?",and Haldeman said, "(unintelligible). Yeah~ yeah." A 

discussion followed in which Haldeman said Hunt asked for the money, the 

$350 thousand, which was transferred from Haldeman to LaRue through 

Strachan (pp. 87-88), and the problem Haldeman had in getting the CRP 

to take the money. The President asked what LaRue would say about the 

money, and asked would he say, "I used it for hush money?" Haldeman said, 

"I don't know what he'll say. He'll probably say I packaged it up --, 11 

The President said, "That help? but [sic] that certainly doesn't help us." 

Haldeman said, "Doesn't help anybody." The President said, "The other 

thing he says, well, I just -- I have retained it in a fund for future 

campaigns," but Haldeman said, "I'm sure he doesn't have it." Ehrlichman 
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said, "I am not sure, either, but I assume it went right out to pay these 

people. That's my assumption." The President said, "You know 

he used it "and Haldeman said, "Not all of it." (p, 89) 

Ehrlich.man said that Dean says "we have only two problems that 

we have to manage in the White House," one being the referral to Kalmbach," 

but that can be explained. Haldeman said, "I'm running the three fifty 

into my statement, but the question is whether we want it in," The 

President said to put it in, and Haldeman said, "that's another bombshell" 

because it was not known "that I had it." (pp, 89-90) 

A few moments later, after some discussion about Mitchell and 

a call from Dean, the President said, "We did not cover up, though, that's 

what decides, that's what decides." (p. 92) The President then said that 

he realized that 'Mitchell• s case' was 'a killet' and that •tnean' s case"was 

'the question~' The President said, "I do not consider him guilty, Now 

that's all there is to that. Because if he -- if that's the case, then 

half the staff is guilty." Ehrlichman said, "That's it. He's guilty 

of really no more except in degree," and the President said, "That's 

right." Ehrlichman said, "Then a lot of,'' and the President said, "And 

frankly then I have been since a week ago, two weeks ago." Ehrlichman 

said, "Well, you see, that isn't, that kind of knowledge that we 

had was not action knowledge, like the kind of knowledge that I put 

together last night. I hadn't known really what had been bothering 

me this week. , •• But what's been bothering me is", and the President 

interjected, "That with knowle-dge, we're still not doing anything." 

(p. 92) Ehrlichman agreed, and the President said, "That's 
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exactly right. The law and order. That's the way I am. You know it's 

a pain for me to do it -- the Mitchell thing is damn painful. 11 Ct>.~ 92) Fnther 

discussion followed in which the President again asked if Ehrlichman 

should se~ Magruder before Mitchell, and urged him to see Magruder first. 

Ehrlichman said he would tell Magruder that the President does not in any 

way view it as serving his interests for Magruder to remain silent. 

Ehrlichman said he would say to Magruder, "If there ever was an impedi-

ment to your coming forward by reason of your impression, assumed or 

otherwise, of what the President wanted you to do I think it's my job to 

impart to you what is actually the case." (p. 95) The President then 

said that Ehrlichman should start with Magruder by saying that, "the 

Presiµent holds great affection for you and for your family," and that 

"thi,s is a very painful message for me to bring --''The President said, 

"Also, 1 would first put that in so that he knows I have personal affection. 

That's the way the so""called clemency's got to be handled. Do you see John?" 

(pp. 95-96) 

Ehrlichman said, "I understand." Haldeman said, "Do the same thing with 

Mitchell." (p. 96) There was then a discussion about what Ehrlichman 

should say to Mitchell, including a statement that "if we're looking at 

this thing from the standpoint of the President, today is probably the 

last day that you can take that action, if you're ever going to take it 

to do the President a bit of good. 11 (p. 100) The President apparently 

suggested that Mitchell might say Colson and maybe Haldeman are going to 

get involved, and said, "I'd go further and say, 'The President has said 
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let the chips fall where they may. He will not furnish cover for anybody.' 

I think you ought to say that." (p. 100) Haldeman said, "He may go, he 

may get Chuck" and "He may get you. 11 (pp. 100-101) The President said. 
"We are asking on this thing (unintelligible) Get the White House. 

Xou see on the other hand, he may do something else, Bob. I think he 

would think the latter. " 
Haldeman said, "That's the. thing we've worried about all along, that some-

body will get (unintelligible) what we do but we can't live by whether we 

(unintelligible) the (unintelligible)." (p. 101) The President said, 

"(unintelligible)." The President suggested Ehrlichman might wait to 

talk to Magruder until after he sees Mitchell, saying, "Suppose you get 

.. 
stone-walled with Mitchell.'' Ehrlichman said, "I tell you, it is not 

what Mitchell says that matters today. It is the fact that you have 

acted on information you have today." He said, "Now, let's suppose 

:Mitchell turns us down cold, and says I'm going to preserve all my r:;lghts. 

L'm going to fight every inch of turf and so on and so forth. OK. That's' 

right. But at least you, having accumulated all this knowledge this week, 

have tried to get this thing out, so that sometime two months from now, three 

months from now, a year from now when there's a panic you can say on 

the 14th of April--" (pp. 101-102) 

The President said, "No, seriously, as I have told both of you, the boil 

had to be pricked. . . We have to prick the boil and take the heat. 

I - am I overstating?" Ehrlichman said, "No. I think that's right. The 

idea is, this will prick the boil. It may not. The history of this thing 

has to be though that yol!- did not tuck this under the rug yesterday 

or today, and hope it would go away." (p. 102) The President said, "Now. 

In the scenario. I sort of go out and tell people that I have done this." 

(p. 103) 
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There was further discussion of what to do if Mitchell does 

not go to the U. S. Attorney and Magruder decides to stay "clammed up," 

including the possibility of taking the hearsay evidence to Silbert. 

Ehrlichman said, "I would like a record of my conversations with both 

Magruder and Mitchell. I think personally that maybe I ought to get 

my office geared up so that I can do that." The President said, "Well 

go gear it. No, no. Well, wait a minute, No, I think that's too--." 

And then said, "I don't want to hear the record 

hear the record." (pp. 105-106) 

• • don't have me 

The transcript ends with a notation "Material unrelated to 

Presidential actions deleted." 
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Ga. :-:r:i e rt 
9:15 Dick ),ioote 1 s office - Ga::-:nent, Ji:rn O'Connor 
11-:00-l 1 :45 }?:-e::;icient 
12:30-1:30 :?resident 
l :30-.----R oger 3a::tb., Lee }Ien..1.c.c!l (ta.."C siC"!.?lific:.i.tion slide show) 

Roger Barth 
President 

2:10 
2:15-4:00 
5:30 Blair House (Senators Ervin and Baker) 

. 7:00 
9:00 

Buffet at Italian Embassy - 1601 Fuller - Black tie 
Film at Kennedy. Center - Brother Sun, Sister ~loon 

/ THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 1973 

9:15 --· 
10:30 
11:00 
11:45 

'I:15 

· Pz:es ident · 
Ziegler 
HRH office 
HRH 
HRH, Strachan 
President 
Alan Greenspan 
Garment 1s office 

4.20 
3:30 
5:00 
5:30 
6:15 

State Dining Room - Gongressinal reception 
Ziegler's office - Dick Moore et al 

../ FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 1973 

9:10 
11:30 
1 :00 

..2·30 
3:00 
3:10 
S:00 

President 
Charles Colson 
President 
Dean 
Ziegler 
President 
Golson, David Shapiro 
Dinner at La Fonda 7:30 

8:30 "Godspell' 1 - .Motion Picture Ass!! • 

.. / SATURDAY, APR.IL :!.4, l.973 
8 :45 -11:30 President .. 
l l :30 }!Rd ot£1cc 

O
-?-T5 ___ ,:..:;_? ~ r-_,;:=-,·, --.. ~. . __ ,,._~~ ,• 

E 1 S ~.PJ:Lq_11 L 
L~ 0 D~?=.:'L.9-1..tt __ 
_ :30 Z:.-?.gler 
l:~0-2:lC Johnj'yE1:c'-ldL 
2·3S-3-.:!.S ur·""sider.~ -;.;:-:~""-I 
4;60 . . ~Jcb ;.i~:,;;;·,-· Jir::1. Sh.:-.rp, Jim Bierbo-_,;u 
5 :00 · President 
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front dealing with the Ervin c,ommittee ,hearings because of this. I 
might add that Ehrlichman and Haldeman were most cynical about 
Colson's suggestions and said to me that he was really scrambling to 
protect himself. · 

After discussing the Colson ·plan they told me that Mitchell would 
be coming down to talk about this entire matter. There was some dis
cussion as to how to smoke 1Iitchell out. By the week's end it ha.d 
been decided that the President would meet with )Iitchell and ask 
him about his knowledge and hopefully the President would be able 
to get ·)Iitchell to come forward. I told them I doubted very seriously 
if )Iitchell would say anything. to· anyone about this matter. While 
the5e discussions were going on, the President called Ehrlichman 
and thev had · a brief discussion about the matter. I also recall that at 
one point in the conversation Ehrlichman said that "He's right heret 

r eferring to me. · ·.· 
On Saturday, April 14, I requested my attorney, .Mr~ Shaffer, to 

come to my office. I told him that l\Iitchell was coming down to m~t 
;vith the President and that there was going to be an effort to smoke 

him ·out. I asked him if he had any ideas as Ehrlichman and Halde
man had asked me if I had· anv ideas. :Mr. Shaffer gave me a former 
pros~utor's answer that what :Mitchell needs is a good cross-
eiamination. · , . 
· I told him I did not think that that was possible by the President 
because the President was not the cross-examining type. He also made 
a couple of other suggestions which would have resulted in the Pre.~i
dent having to appear before the grand jury if he got any admissions 
from Mr. Mitchell. I passed these suggestions along subsequently to 
Ehrlichman and Haldeman but they were not viable suggestions. ._ 

Mr. Shaff er and I then sat down and began reviewing all the facts 
that I had related to him. I told him I · wanted his opinion based on 
conversations with the prosecutors and his own knowledge, of the 
criminal law as to who had problems and who could be ,indicted and 
who were the targets ofthe grand jury. l\fr. Shaffer and I discussed 
this for awhile and then I prepared a list of who W:1$ likely to be 
indicted as the investigation proceeded. . . .. . . 
. I b!l.d guests for lunch and it was after lunch that I met with Dick 

:Moore. I had the list in front of me and I thought that I would see 
what Moore's reaction to it was because I was planning to take it to 
Ehrl,ichnian and Haldeman later. ·! showed the list to Dick :Moore and 
told him it had been prepared based on conversations with my attorney 
and his knowledge of the involvement of various persons. · 

I told him that I felt that everybody on this list was a. potential 
subject of an indictment. When I showed Moore the list he was quite 
upset. He said that if indeed that occurred it would be a tremendous 
tragedy to the country. He was shaken by the list and the seriousness 
w,ith which I discussed it with him , but I -was very serious in mv desire 
to stop the covernp with Ehrlichm:m and Haldeman so I was appre
ciative for :Moore's reaction. I ·have submitted a copv of the document 
I prepared to the committee. · ~ 

[The document referred to was marked exhibit No. 3!-17.*] 
)Ir. DE ,\X. Later that afternoon I went. to Ehrliclunan~s office where 

Ehrlichman and Haldeman were discussing 1Iitchcll's Yisit. I learned 

•see p. 1312. 
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that Mitchell had met brieflv with Ehrlichman but not with the Presi
dent. Ehrlichman said that.)Iitchell was not talking which certainly 
did not surprise me. And I certainly was not surprised that he would 
not talk with Ehrlichmun either. I then pulled the list I had prepared 
out of my pocket and told them that I had discussed everyone~s prob
lem with my lawyers and my lawyers had had conversations with the 
prosecutors as well and I thought that the following persons would be 
indicted. I then read them the list. I told them that mv attornev had 
learned :from his discussions with the prosecutors that not only was 
Dean the target of the grand jury but Ehrlichman and Haldeman . 
were als<> very much targets of the grand· jury. Ehrlichman said that 
he had just talked with Kleindienst a few days earlier about the grand 
jury and that he had no such report from Kleindienst. I said that my 
lawyer appears to know more than the Attorney General does because 
I believe he is probably more •informed in that he had had direct con
versations with the prosecutors. I did not tell them at that point that 
I had had private meetings with the prosecutors or that I had told 
the prosecutors -0£ the extent of involvement of Haldeman and Ehr:. 

U
ichman. When this meeting ended I was quite confident that I had 

gotten the message through to Ehrlichman and Hald. eman that the_y 
had a serious problem themselves and I had put them on final notice 
hat I was not playing the coverup game any longer. 

It was late that night that I realized that indeed, · my message had 
~tten through. About 1 o'clock on Saturday night or Sunday mom-
mg, I received a call from Mr. Shaffer. He said that the prosecutors 
had called him and that they were going to have to breach the agree-: 
ment they had niade regarding keeping all of my conversations with 
them private. The prosecutors had reported to Mr. Shaffer that the 
Attorney General had called ),fr. Petersen and them and wanted a full 
report on everything that was going on before the grand jury and 
where the, grand jury was headed. The meeting with the Attorney 
General was to occur about 2 a.m., at the Attorney General"s home. 
The prosecutors also reported that the reason thev felt they htld to_ 
breach the agreement was because the Attorney General was being 
summoned to the President's office the next morning to discuss the 
entire matter. I told Mr. Shaff er that I had hoped to tell the Presi
dent personally that I had gone to the prosecutors sewral weeks ago 

,but that I had understood whv this was occurring and obviouslv there 
was nothing we could do about it. I told Shaffer that we certainly 
have gotten the message through to Ehrlichman and Haldeman that 
thev have problems _anc!, that t~e corc>rup mav bPgin to nnrawl at last. 

On Sunday, April l:>, I went to l\Ir. Shaffer's office for an all-day 
meeting. I learned durin2' the day that Ehrlichman had been trying 
to reach me during the better part of the dav but I decided not to 
return his Cfl ll. 1Vhen I rPh1rnPrl homP fl hont 7 :W. thP White Honse 
operator called me again and said that Ehrlichm:m had been trying to 
reach me. I then returned his call. He told me thnt he was goin!?' back 
to the office to do some work that night and wonlrl Ill' in abont 8 p.m. 
nnrl wonlcl like to nwet with me verv mnch. I tolrl him I would meet 
,yith him. · 

I was qnite aware of the reason that Ehrlichm:rn want<>rl to meet 
with me because I was sure that he hnd lParnecl from the Pt·esident 
what was going on as a result of the President's meeting with Klein-
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Indistinct document retyped by 
House Judiciary Connittee staff 

John Dean testimony, SSC Executive Session, June 16, 1973 

I-Ir. Dean. You know, get him to say what his real culpabilit r=-~--I went over to Ehrlichman' s office soJT\etime after 

I li:tchell had been there; there was a very general discussion 

about Nitchell's visit, that Mitchell had said nothins, he 

really wasn't communicating with Ehrlichman at all. 

They also told me that Shapiro had been in, and Colson, 

to give a game plan that Colson. has been involved in with 

Shapiro, which at that point in time they didn't think much of. 

At that point I pulled out of my pocket a yellow sheet 

of paper, and I said, "Ny lawyer has analyzed this whole 

situation very closely, and I think that the following people 

are involved in potential obstruction of justice Problems", 

and they said their names were on that list; and they said, 

''Why do you think that", and I said, "Based on conversations 

r.1y lawyer has had with the Grand Jury prosecutors and that 

you -· Ehrlichman and Haldeman - are very 1'Juch targets of the 

Grand Jury." 

Needless to say, that got their attention very much. They 

said that they had talked to Kleindienst, and Kleindienst 

had indicateci that there was no problem, everything was moving 

I along fine with the Grand Jury, nothing revealing had come out, 

~his came as quite a revelation to them. 

It was following that meeting that Kleindienst was called 

late in the evening; and asked to report to the President 

the next morning with Eenry Peterson, about the whole situation. 

Indistinct document retyped by 
House Judiciary Conmittee staff 
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what was behind that? Did you try to get details of what that in
volved? 

Mr. MOORE. No. 
Mr. LENZNER. This is the first time you had heard about blackmail, 

was it not, by l\Ir. Hunt? 
Mr. Moom:. Yes. 
Mr. LENZNER. Had you heard previous to t~at meeting that ~Ir. 

Hunt, Mr. Liddy, or Mr. Dean had been involved in earlier activities 
that could be seriously embarrassing to the administration? 

Mr. MooRE. Yes. · 
Mr. LE::-.z~-rn. When was that for the .first time 1 
l\fr. MOORE. I can't quite place it. It was in this growing or accelerat

ing period in mid-March, as Mr. Dean was coII11ng under more and 
more daily pres.sure, where he talked to me a bit more than he had 
been doing. At one point, he said what I testified to about these 
activities. 

Mr. LE......-n-nt. Well, what activities was he talking about? . 
Mr. MOORE. I don't know. 
Mr. L~ZNER. You never asked him what specific activities might 

be embarrassing to the administration 1 · 
Mr. MooRE. No. · 
Mr. LENZNER. .. When did you first learn of the break-in of Dr. Ells-

berg~s psychiatrist 1 
Mr. MooRE. I can't give you that date. I don't lmow the exact date. 
Mr. LENZNER. Was 1t sometime in March of 19731 . . 
Mr. MooRE. No. It would have been later than that. 
Mr. LENZ:NER. Well, you don't have any recollection of when that 

date was? That was rather significant information, was it not? 
Mr. MooRE. Yes. There is an awful lot of significant information . 

coming out in these days, and as to fixing the date-I can do a little 
checking on that and see if I can find anything that would remind 
me of the date. 

Gfr. LENZNER. Did Mr. Dean tell you who was involved in that 
ak-in whenever you heard about it? . 

Mr. MooRE. I don 't recall that he did. · · 
· Mr. LENZNER. Well, at one point, he did, didn't he? Didn't you once 

review with him a list of people ,vho might be indicted who were 
employed at the 1VhiteHouse. 

Mr. MooRE. Yes. 
Mr. LENZNER. When was that? 
Mr. MooRE. I believe it was ei-ther April 13 or April 14, 1973. 
Mr. LFSZNER. Did he indicate to you that Mr. Ehrlichman might be 

indicted? 
Mr. :MooRE. Yes. 
Mr. LENZNER. And did he indicate why? 
Mr. MooRE. He si1;id he might have trouble over that $350,000. 
Mr. LENZX:E.R. That was Mr. Haldeman, Mr. l\foore? 
:Mr. MooRE. You said l\fr. Haldeman. , ' 
Mr. LF.Nz~r:R. No, l\fr. Ehrlichman. 
Mr. l\fooRE. I asked.. as I recited to :vou earlier today, when I sawthe 

list, I pointed to Ehr1ichman and I said, what has he got to do with 
-\Yatergate? You knO\v, what is this? 

He said, his problem may be with Ellsberg. 
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some kind of a Presidential arrangement for what would be com
parable to a civil arbitration, that everybody who had been named 
would agree to give testimony in kind of an arbitration procee<ling and 
abide by the-it was more rnvolved than tha.t. I said at least it is 

. original, it sounds-that was the conversation. 
Mr. 'l'HOM!'SON. Ali right, any Other p9j._nts, any other topics of 

conversation~ 
:Mr. :MooBE. He called me on Sunday night, which would have been 

March 25, and he said, "Here 's another one,'' or something like that, 
I can't remember. There is a story coming out of the Los Angeles · 
Times that I knew in advance about, :i.nd a.pproved~ither knew 
and/or approved-in advance the Watergate break-in and buggiDg. 
he said, now, that is plain libelous. And he said, as I understand the 
libel law, it 's important to get a o,.uick demand for~ retraction, and 
he said, 1 would like to get it in the same edition that I am . putting 
them on notice. 

Mr. THWl:PSON. All right, he has testified a.bout that conversation. 
:Mr. Moou:. Yes. 
Mr. 'l.'Ho~N •. Any other topic of conv'}rsation i . 
Let me explore that a little bit :further. · . 
Mr. MooRE. No, 1 am trying .to think now about other conversations 

while he was at Camp David. . . 
" l1r. THOJIU'SON . .1 am sure that can be explored later. Let me ask 
you a.bout two more points, if I may. 

ir. MOORE. y e.s. . . 
Mr. THOHPSON.'. Mr. Dean testified that he showed you a. list-of 
ople that he thought .were probably indictable, people who may be 
dieted, I believe, on April 14, going back. Could you tell us as best · 

you can remember who the people were he hlt would be indicted; in 
other words, who was on the list and why he thought that any of those 
individuals would be indicted W . . 

Mr. MooBE. You said would I tell you who was on the lisU 
llr. THOMPSON. Yes. . 
Mr. Moou. I was wondering if I could see the list. · 
I can pick them as I remember them. 
Mr. 'l'HoMPSON. No, sir. 
:Mr. Moou. I don>t really know-first of all, he didn't-:..let me start. 
:i\fr. THOMPSON. Who do you know who was on the list 'I 
Mr. MOORE. ·well, sir, the list had questionmarks and asterisks on it. 

I would like to work from that, because I would not like to put a. 
questionmark fellow with an asterisk fellow. · . 

Mr. THOMl'SON. We can't give you that. '\Ve want to know what you 
remember about it. 

:Mr. MooBE. It's part of the record. It's an exhibit. Oh, excuse me. 
You want my best recollection~ · 

Mr. THOMPSON. Yes. 
Mr. MOORE. I thought you wanted to analyze the list. I am sorry. 
lVlr. THOMPSON. Not at this point. That might be done later. 
Mr. MOORE. All right. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Who was on the list 1 
~Ir.11ooRE.~lr.~litchell. 
Mr. THOMPSON., Who else 1 
~lr.ofooRE:ofr.l)ean. 
Mr. THo:w>SON. Who else~ 
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?t-Ir.MooRE.lM:r.Strachan. 
Mr. THOMP80N. Whoelsei 
Mr. MooRE. Mr. Haldeman. 
Mr. THOMPSON. 'Who else? 
Mr. MooRE. Mr. Ehrlichman. 
Mr. THOMP80N. 1-Vhoelse? 
Mr. MooRE. Mr. Colson, but I think with a question mark. 
Mr. TnoMPSON.Anyoneelsei , 
Mr. MooRE. Yes, Mr. Stans. 
Mr. THOMPSON.Anyoneelsei 
Mr. MooRE. Mr. O'Brien. 
Mr. TllOXPSON. Anvone else i . 
Mr. MOORE. A.nd i think-Mr. Parkinson. I think they both had 

question marks. And there were some others. · · __ 
Mr. THOMPSON. All right,just working with that--
Mr. MooRE. Right. 
l\.fr. THOMPSON, Did you ask him why he thought Haldeman might 

be indicted i 
Mr. MooRE. Yes-pardon me. 1-Vhat I asked him was,:_yes, how do 

you figure Haldemani You know, what's thaU And I did ask him 
that. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Whatdidhesayi , · . -
Mr. MooRE. He said, I think he may have some trouble with that 

$350,000 which was over here, and I think also, it's a question of how 
much Strachan told him or gave him in terms of the Watergate. -

Mr. THOMPSON. Did he say that he knew what Strachan told him or 
Dean knew what Strachan had told him@ • 

Mr. MooRE. Once again, in his closing days, he said to me that he 
was not that, that Strachan may have been aware of him gettin~ in
formation derived from the 1-Vatergate, but whether he gave 1t to 
Haldeman or not, Mr. Dean didn't say. - · _-· -

Mr. THOMPSON. Any other matters 9. The $350,000 and what 
Strachan might have given him t · __ 

Mr. MooRE. That is right. 
Mr. T:a:oMPSON. Any other reason! 
Mr. MooRE. No • 

. Mr. THOMPSON. Those are the only two reasons he gave you at that 
time about what he thought-- · · .- -. 

Mr. MooRE. Yes, the quick one; that is right. _ . ·-
Mr. THOMPSON. 1-Vhat about any of the rest of them! Did you ask 

about any of the rest of them specifically i . , 
Mr. l\fooRE. Yes, I think I asked it this way, because it surprised 

me. I think I said, Ehrlichman ~ What's he got to do with Watergate l 
Or how do you figure Watergate 1 

And he said, his problem may not be 80 much Watergate. Words-
quotes-I do not know. The effect was that Mr. Ehrlichman's problem · 
might not be so much Watergate ns the Ellsberg matter. 

_ Now, I have been trying to remember whether he s.dded the break-in 
of the doctor's office. I am not certain in my mind enough to say so. 
~ut the thing that stmck me, the only thing that I recall is ·that the 
differentiation between 1Vatergate with Haldeman, and Ellsberg with 
Ehrlichman. 

Mr. Tno.MPSON. Did you ask him anything _ about how he compiled 
the entire list, or a more general question~ · 
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Mr. MooRE. Yes. 
Mr. THOMPSON. What did he say~ 
Mr. MooRE. He said my counsel~and I want to say this carefully be-

cau~e I do not want to re~ect wrongly. Let 1_ne preface it by saying t!1,at 
· I did not know at that time that he and his counsel had been taal kmg 

the U.S. attorney. So what he said to me was, my counsel has better 
rces at the U.S. attorney's offi<:e than anybody around here has, 

d on the basis of what he told him, what he knows, this looks like 
utthe list. 
fr. THO:}IPSON. All right, Mr. Moore. Let me ask vou a final ques

tion. It is very important, of course, as to what the President told you 
and as to what the President told Mr. Dean, and vice versa. And we 
know about :Mr. Dean's relationship with the President, how long he 
knew hi~ and so forth. How long have you known President. Nixon! 

:M:r. llooRE. I met him in 1950, but I did not know him well until . 
. 1962. 

Mr. THoMI'SoN.1962! 
l\Ir. MooRE. Yes . 

. Mr •. THo:MFSON. When did you get acquainted 1 During a campaign 
s1tuationl 

Mr. MooRE. Yes. In 1962, I think I was chairman of·a ]ittle media 
advisory committee that- · 
. Mr. THoMI'SON.Didyouevertravel with him, 

Mr. l\fooRE. In the gubernatorial campaign, I do not-I did not 
travel with him, but I visited with him often m his headquarters or in 
his law office. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Did you have private conversations with him? 
Mr. MooRE. Yes. 
Mr. THOMPSON. You mean from 1962 to the present date? 
Mr. MooRE. Yes. Now, it was actually-I got to know him best, we 

got well acquainted really in the 1962 campaign. Then while he was 
out of office, I perhaps saw more of him and on a more intimate basis. 
So tliat is when I knew him. 

Then, when he went to New York, my contacts with him were 
sl,ight, and it was not until the summer of i968, when I got. a messa~ 
from ~; would I be willing to travel around, availa.ble for tne 
campaign. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Thank you, Mr. Moore. I want to apologize for 
taking up this amount of time. 

Senator ERVIN. Senator Inouye. 
Senator INOUYE. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. . 
Mr. :Moore, I am certain that you are aware that your appearance 

here as a witness, and more specifically as a witness to follow :.Mr. 
Mitchell's testimony, was requested by the counsel to the President, 
l\Ir. Leonard Garment? · 

:Mr. MooRE. I have rio direct kn°'vledge of that. I have heard it, I 
have read it. Mr. Garment never told me that. 

Senator INOUYE. Have you discussed this testimony with llr. 
Garment~ 

Mr. MOORE. No, sir. My only discussions-let me say, I was asked 
by a reporter--

Mr. INOUYE. \Vere you briefed on this discussion? 
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38. On April 14, 1973, at 1:30 p.m., Haldeman had a telephone 

conversation with Magruder and taped the conversation. Magruder told 

Haldeman that he had committed perjury many times; that he had now 

decided to follow his lawyer's advice and make a full disclosure to 

the grand jury; that his testimony would put Gordon in a spot; and that 

he intended to plead guilty. 

38.1 H. R. Haldeman log, April 14, 1973 (received 
from SSC) •••••• ...................................... 

38. 2 Recording of a telephone conversation between • 
H. R. Haldeman and Jeb Magruder, April 14, 
1973, and House Judiciary Committee transcrip~ 
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MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

35-904 0 - 7 4 - pt. 2 - 11 

JB.2 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 141 1973 CONVERSATION 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY 
STAFF FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF A 
RECORDING OF A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN 
JEB MAGRUDER AND H. R. HALDEMAN ON APRIL 14, 1973 

Uh, said I had to go and I said, you know, I'll do what 

you tell me to me to do. 

Your lawyers? 

Yeah. My lawyers. 

What do you mean said you had to go? 

That I had to make full disclosure. 

Oh I see. 

Okay. You know, so I've said I will. 

I see. Okay. Well, that, that, uh --

You know, I'm not, I'm, I mean there's no -- you 

know, I'm just, you know, I'm going to plead guilty and 

go to jail, that's all. I mean, that's what it's going 

to be and I understand that, uh 

Well, 

-- agreed to accept it. 

that -- You got to work out L;ough~/ work out with them, 
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MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

38.2 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 141 1973 CONVERSATION 

I don't know that -- Well, I shouldn't get into that 

with you. Uh --

Well, it's, it's not a problem now. I don't think, they -

they've talked to Silbert, and, uh --

Oh they have? 

Yeah. They've talked to Silbert, and, uh --

How does, how do they go about that -- what happens? 

Well, you see is that, uh I did not ask for immunity 

because I didn't think I deserved it. Lia.ugh~/ Uh, All 

I said is I would tell the story and they said -- you know, I 

would tell them the truth. You know. 

I see. 

So then they decide how many charges they a_re going to 

charge me with, and, uh,.it'll be better than the hundred 

and thirty-five years, I guess, that I should be getting normally. 

What in the world is that for? 

Oh, about eight counts of perjury, 

Oh. 

a couple counts of conspiracy and a 

I see. 

-2-
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MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

38.2 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 141 1973 CONVERSA:I'ION 

couple of counts of obstruction of justice. LLaugh~/ 

What do you do then? Go into the grand jury or just 

into the attorney or what? 

Yeah I'll go in -- Yeah, well I'll see, uh -- go through 

it with Silbert, uh, and then, uh, they'll decide what 

they will offer me, which will be something, you know. 

Uh, I mean, it'll be less than the f--, twelve or 

fourteen counts I'm facing now. 

I see. 

I hope anyway. LLaugh~/ And then I'll go in and uh, uh tell it 

to the grand jury and then I'll plead guilty. 

You don't plead before a grand jury do you? 

No, I mean, no, no, I mean, you know -- tell it before the grand 

jury then they send you to the judge. 

You just tell them -- tell them the facts. 

Then they bring you up to the judge. 

Then they bring an indictment or something. 

They bring an indictment on whatever counts they 

decide they're going to indict you on and then they 

-3-
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HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

38.2 TRANSCRIPT Of APRIL 141 ·1973 CONVERSATION 
bring you to the justice, to the judge and, and, uh 

Ldraws breat,h/ you know. 

Then you got to trial. 

I go to trial. Down the ro-- no, I won't go --

Oh no you don't go to trial, uh, your example'd be to 

plead guilty to those counts. 

I, I -- See, I'm, I'm, I'm pleading guilty. 

I see. 

Uh, and uh I think uh, Bob, you know it's important 

that everybody know that, because there is no way I can 

hold anymore. I've uh got no defense now. They've got, uh, 

witnesses on witnesses on witnesses now that, uh --

Well that's what becomes increasingly apparent. 

And I can't, uh, do it for John anymore. It's just, uh 

It's going to come out and it probably should, Bob. I 

know, you know, all --

Does he know this? 

I, I want to talk to him but, uh, I wanted to wait till 

I had made the firm decision rather than 

-4-
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HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

38. 2 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 14, 19-73 CONVERSATION 

Yeah. 

hassling with him about whether I should or shouldn't. 

As you know, up until yesterday, he's asked me to hold, 

Huh, 

and I can't hold, uh, you know, when I, when you said do 

what your lawyers tell you to do and as far as I am con

cerned that's then what I should do. 

Right. 

I mean I've held long enough. Uh, I've, uh, you know, 

I am in a terrible position because I committed perjury, 

you know, so many times, at the trial, and at the grand 

jury. 

No, fortunately, I don't know that. 

Well, you don't llaughi}, but I did. 

But, but you know what you know, 

You know what I -- I mean, 

and then that's what, I mean that's what --

I know what I know and, and, uh I did tell Larry as 

you know, Bob, it uh, puts Gordon in a spot, and, you 

know, that's -- nothing I can do about that now. 

-5-
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HALDEMAN: Well. 

MAGRUDER: He's the only -- Well, Gordon and John and -- Big John, 

are going to be in a spot. Uh --

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

Yeah, you just --

[Unintelligibl~/. That's the way it is, has to be 1· guess. 

That I should not get into with you, either, 

No. Okay. 

I mean its --

That's fine, Bob. 

You've got to --

I don't want to get into it --

do what's proper. 

Yeah. I just have to do, what, uh, you know I have to do now. 

There's no -- It's gone now. I really think, Bob, you should 

realize that you know, the whole thing is going to go. 

What do you mean? 

Well, whatever it is, is going to go. I mean LaRue's 

going to go, uh -- they're all going to go. I mean, 

there isn't anybody now that is going to hold. Except 

Mitchell, I think. 

Okay. 

-6-
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HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

MAGRUDER: 

HALDEMAN: 

Okay. 

And I think --

All, all of that I just -- I don't know 

You don't know that, 

much about, 

but I mean, whatever e 1 re there is that I don' t know 

about, I think everybody better be aware of it, 'cause 

so we don't continue to have more disasters on disasters. 

Yeah. Okay. 

All right. 

I'll tell John you'll be over at four o'clock. 

Would you do that? 

Yeah. Sure. 

I'm sorry things didn't work out, Bob. 

Well, 

You know. 

· we'll talk about that later. 

Okay. 

Okay Jeb. 

Bye bye. 

Right. 

-7-
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39. On April 14, 1973, at the President's request, Ehrlichman met 

with Mitchell from 1:40 to 2:10 p.m. Ehrlichman told Mitchell that 

the President had instructed him to talk to Mitchell and say not to hold 

back on account of the Presidency. Mitchell said "that he was going to 

stay where he was because he was too far out. Mitchell said that he 

got euchred into it by not paying attention and that the whole genesis 

of this thing was at the White House. Mitchell told Ehrlichman that 

Dean had been caught in the middle like so many others who were trying 
. 

to keep the lid on until after the election and trying to keep the lid 

on all the other things that had gone on at the White House. Magruder's 

pending disclosures to the prosecutors were also discussed. Mitchell 

told Ehrlichman that some of · the White House fund had been used to make 

payments to the defendants, with Haldeman's approval, prior to the return 

of the money to Fred LaRue. 
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J9.l JOHN EHRLICHMAN LOG,-APRIL 141 1973 

/1.YEDNESDAY, A??.IL 11, 1973 

9:00 Gar:ment 
9:15 Dick lvioor:e 1s office - Gar:nent, Ji:m O'Connoc 

11 :00-11 :45 President 
12:30-1:30 President 
1 :30 - Roger 3a::-th, Lee Henkel (ta..~ sirr!.pli£ic1tion slide show) 
2:10 Roger Barth 
2:15-4:00 President 

. 5:30 Blair House (Senators Ervin and Baker) 

· 7!00 Buffet at Italian Embassy - 1601 Fuller - Black tie 

9:00 Film at Kennedy. Center - Brother Sun, Sister Moon 

/ THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 1973 

_9:15 --· .. '.-
10:30 
.11 :00 
11:45 

1:15 
~o 

. 3:30 

5:00 
5:30 
6:15 

· P:r.el3ident · 
Ziegl~r 
HRH office 
HRH 
HRH, Strachan 
President 
Alan Greenspan 
Garment's bffice 
State Dicing Room. - Congressinal reception 
Ziegler's office - Dick Moore et al 

../ FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 1973 

/ 

9:10 President 
11,,:30 Charles Colson 
1 :00 President 

..2.:.J..O'-----=D'--e_a_n __ _ 
3:00 Ziegler 
3:10 President 

. 5 :00 Colson, David Shapiro 
7:30 Dinner at. La Fonda. 
8:30 11Godspell 11 

- l',Iotion Picture Ass1'!. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 1973 
8~45-11:30 President . 
l l :30 HRH ot:1c.:? 
i? · 15 -~l-;p gQ?-,," 
_:_;_;:---·- - ~~~~ ,_ 
1: 1 :J •••• rt out - ·------- --·- -
J._;~_o _____ D e~p._9.1_1L .. 
1·30 · 7i~::rl<>~ 

rt°40-2: to ___ ~~~-~~~~itc!-t,~li 

73.~<5:+:J ____ President.:. E~H 
4:00 Jeb lviag n:~~=, Jir::1. Sh,-.rp, Jim Bie rhow~r 

.,-5:00___ ____ President 
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Q 

A 

Q 

A 

year. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

39. 2 -JOHN EHRLICHMAN DEPOSITION, MAY 22, _.1973 1 DNC v. McCORD., 171-73 

Now, did you have any conversations with John Mitche l l 

to the pre -June 17 events and the Waterg ate br02k -in? 

Yesr I did . 

Was there more than one? 

rio. 

And when was that conversation? 

That conversation was on the 14th of April of this 

That was a Saturday. 

Yes. 

And was that in your office? 

Yes. 

Was there anyone else present? 

No. 

Will you tell us, please, the contents of that con-

versation wit,_~in the guidelines set forth by your counsel? 

A I told ~r. r1i tchell that t:"le reason for ~~e rneeting 

was, first, to relav to him the sa ~e message that I gave Mr. 

~ .. !agr·uC.er which "T~as that contin.ueG si:.ence ·,;as not deer: ie·d to br.! 

:.c C.eci.de indi-
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39. 2 JOHN EHRLICHMAN DEPOSITION, MAY 22, 1973, Dile v. McCORD, i71-73 

172 

be in a position to give the President as good a picture of 

what actually took place as possible. He replied that he was 

not remaining silent out of any personal reticence or feeling . 

that he was serving the interests of the Presidency by doing 

so, that he had no liability or responsibility for events that 

took place, that any such liability had necessarily rested on 

others who were in control of the situation during the time 

that he was Attorney General, that he felt confident that when 

all the facts were brought out that he would be vindicated and 

basically that he had little else to contribute. 

Q Did he teil you that he had no knowledge of the pre-

June 17th events? 

A Not in so many words. He presented me with some 

rather bald conclusions. He didn't go into the facts with me. 

He didn't appear to be willing to go into the facts with me 

beyond stating some general assertions. 

Q You made it clear, did you not, that you were speaking 

to him on behalf of the President in connection with this mat:-

ter? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q How long did that conversation last., !'-!r. F.hrlichman? 

A I would think 20 minutes, perhaps. 
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DNC v. McCORD,. 171-73 

173 

A No. 

Q Did he see Mr. Haldeman on that occasion? 

A I don't believe so. 

Q Was that conversation recorded? 

A I tried to tape it and, again, with extremely indif-

ferent results. 

Q 

fice? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Was that tape turned over to the U. s. Attorney's of-

-Yes, it was. 

Was a copy of it turned over to the Senate Committee? 

I believe so. 

Who rn"de the copies of these various tapes? 

I think my secretary did. 

Q Do you know whether there was .ever any professional 

attempt so far as the tapes that you made were concerned to im

prove their quality after you had gotten them and found out 

they were not particularly good? 

A Not to my knowledge. 

0. You don't know whether the u. s. Attorney's office or 
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39.3 JOHN MITCHELL TESTIMONY, JULY 10, 1973, 4 SSC 1651-52 

1651 

Mr. THOMFSON. Do you recall that as you remember his statement or 
have you read his statement? Have you read his statement1 I assume 
that you have--

1\Ir. i\fITCHELL. I have read his statement, yes. 
Mr. THOl\fPSON. Do you recall,vhether or not there are other points, 

without specifically naming one, if you cannot'? 
Mr. MITCHELL. Yes, there are. I am not sure I could pinpoint them 

today, but I can provide you with material, if it is something-
i\fr. THmtPSON. If you return tomorrow-as I expect you "'ill-if 

tonight you could go through his statement-- · · 
i\Ir. MITCHELL. You mean I am going to be invited back tomorrow? 
l\fr. THOMPSON. Most cordially.· 
Mr. }!ITcHELL. Thank you. · .. 
Mr. THOl\IPSON. And refresh your memory on those points. Some 

of the Senators might want to ask some questions. . 
Jlr. ~llTCHELL. I will attempt to do so, sir. 
Mr. Tuo:l\IPSON. Let me ask you about one more meeting, the meet
g yon had with, not with l\Ir. Dean, but :\Ir. Ehrlichman on April 13 
the ,Vhite House. · . 

· l\Ir. MrrcHELL. l\fr. Ehrlichman? 
Mr. THOMPSON. Yes. 
Mr. MITCHELL. I believe the meeting was on April 14, if I am not 

mistaken. It was a Saturday. 
Mr. THOMPSON. ,vb.at was discussed at that meeting? 
Mr. MITCHELL. Very little other than the fact that I had ln1own that 

l\fr. Magruder had tried to be the first one into the prosecutor's office 
and that he had already been there, and that )Ir. Ehrlichman had 
learned that and had talked to Mr. Magn1der and Mr. Ehrlichman 
advised me as to what Mr. Magruder was saying. I said, thank you 
very much and he said, would you not like to see the President 1 And I 
said under the circumstances of what is unfolding here, I think it 
would be inappropriate for me to see the President. So we left it at 
that. 

l\fr. THOMP80N. Was.this, in effect, telling you that from Ehrlich-, 
man's standpoint, anyway,· from what was going on, that you could 
anticipate problems1 

Mr. MITCHELL. That I could 1 
Mr. THOMPSON". Yes. 
Mr. MITCHELL. I do not think it is so much that way as he was re

counting to me what :Magruder had said, which, of course, did involve 
me. 

Now, as to Mr. Ehrlichman's motive, I atn not trying to guesstimate· 
ilirt .. 

l\Ir. THOl\IPSON. ,ve have some evidence before the committee of a 
taped conversation between l\f r. Ehrlichman and Mr. Kleindienst. 
I wonder if von have anv reason to believe that this or anv other 
conversation ·that you m1ght haw had with )Ir. Ehrlichn1an was 
taped? 

)fr. :MrTCHELL. In reflection, I would think that this com-ersation 
probably was taped. · · 

)fr. THO:\[PSON. ,Vhy ~ 
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Ylr. MITCHELL. For the reason that most of the time that I met in 
,John Ehrlichman's office, why, we sat on a sofa around a coffee table 
and so forth. . 

Mr. THOl\IPSON. This is the one we heard about in the Pat Gray 
testimony about the documents? 

Mr. MITCHELL. Yes; I believe that is the same coffee table and 
set of chairs. But at this P!!rticular time, he invited me over to 

in the chair at his desk and fidge~d around a little bit. So it 
urred to me that a switch in the pattern of operation m. ight very 
1 have had something to do with as to where the microphone was. 

Ar. THOMPSON. Let me ask you one more question, Mr. Mitchell. 
Obviously, the only verification, I suppose, direct verification of the 
fact that you were not the one who pushed Liddy, or to the contrary, 
the only one who could definitely testify that you did push Liddy, 
would be Liddy himself. And, of course, ·he has not favored us with his 
testimonv so far. 

I notice here a call in your logs on .April 17 with a Mr. Peter 
Maroulis. 

Mr. MrrcHELL. Maroulis, yes, sir. 
Mr. THOMPSON. I believe he is Mr. Liddy's attorney? 
Mr. MrrcHELL. That is correct. 
·Mr. THOMPSON. Could you tell us the nature of that conversation~ 
Mr. MITCHELL. Yes, sir, that was a return of a call to Mr. Maroulis, 

who had made a call to me, and Mr. Maroulis, within a day or two, 
came to see me. He was looking for guidance. What had appar~tly 
occurred, according to Mr. Maroulis, and I have not checked this out 
with the parties to know whether it is true or not, but the President 
had made his statement by that time, whiohever one it was, in which 
he asked everybody to crone forward and disclose what . they knew 
about this matter. I guess that might have been-well, whatever date 
it was,.the President or somebody on his behalf had asked, I believe, 
Henry Petersen to go to Mr. Liddy's local counsel here in the Dis
trict-Mr. Kennelly, and Mr. Kennelly carried the message from Peter
sen to Kennelly to Mr. :Maroulis about the fact that the President 
wanted everybody to come forward. 

Well, Mr. Maroulis had spent a lot of time-he is a personal friend 
of Mr. Liddy. It was his opinion that Mr. Liddy had a valid case on 
appeal because <>f the errors made by the court and other matters that 
were involved, and he wondered if I could give him any guidance 
a,;; to what the President meant by that particular phrase, which appar
ently had been quoted verbatim from Petersen to Kennelly to 
Maroulis. · . 

I told him that I could not a<ld anything to it. t.hat I had not talked to 
the President about it; I knew what the President's wishes were~ but 
he as a lawyer was going to have to make ,his own decision as to what 
his client's interests were. 

Mr. THO:i\IPSON. Is that the last conversation you had with him con-
cerning Liddy's position 1 • · 

. Mr. MITCHELL. That is the only conversation! have ever had with 
the ,gentleman. 

Mr. THo~rPSON. Thank you, l\f r. Mitchell. I h:n-e no further 
questions. ' 

Senator ERVIN. Senator Talmadge. 
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39.4 JOHN EHRLICBMAN TESTIMONY, JULY 271 19731 7 SSC 2766 
2756 

Almost surely if ,John Mitchell is indicted, Kleindienst will resign," 
and he said, "I think Joe Snead ought to be Acting Attorney General." 

Then he said, "The U.S. attorney has assur~d me that I am not a 
target, and neither is any other White House person." . 

Senator GURNEY. Were these notes made at the time of the meeting! 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir, as we talked. 
Senator GURNEY. Did he tell you about all his involvement with 

Kalmbach, raising of money, and these methods of paying it that 
Ulasewicz told us about 1 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. No, sir. That I hadn't heard until this testimony 
here. ' 

Senator GUR. .... -zr. Or the contacts he was having with La:Rue at this 
particular time1 

Mr. EHRLICHMA..."'lf. No. You will recall he testified iabout five dif
ferent ·ways, ahout looks of anguish, disbelief, scorn, whatnot, on my 
face at the time he said 'l was indictable. In point of fact at the timtt . 
he said I was not indictable but that the Kalmbach thing might be 
a problem for me as being misunderstood, I said, "Well, I just don't 
see how it could, John," and then we discussed just that, the assump
tions which I had made that there was nothing improper about it, 
and so on. 

Sena.tor GURNEY. At one of these meetings, a.nd r can't remember -
which one, it was now because there were several in this time frame, 
but Dean ·testified, as I !"eC'B.ll, that there was a discussion between 
you and him, and I think Haldeman, on the fact that the best way 
to settle Watergate would have Mitchell come forward, I guesstha.t-- · 
March 21 counsel . tells me. Do you recall anything on that, whether · 
there was a, discussion or agreement between you, that that was the 
best thing to do 1 _ · 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. There never was such an agreement. . . 
Senator GURNEY. Was there a discussion 9 · · · · 

· Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes. During that meeting and during subseqttent 
eetings between Mr. Haldeman and me and meetings between Halde

man, Dean and me on the two occasions, I think we had them subse- · 
quent to that, there was a lot of speculation about John Mitchell and 
his place in all of this, and of course he was not saying anything t:o 
anybody at that ,point in time, and none of us really had a feel for 
this. I can recall at one of th.ese meetings Bob H~eman saying, 
"I wonder if we are taking all this anguish just to protect John 
:Mitchell." It was a question, it was not an assertion, but I think we 
all shared at vario1ts' times that question in our minds as to whether 
the beating everybody was taldng on the subject of Watergate was 
because he ,vas not coming forward. Now thnt was one of the reasons 
that the President asked me to meet with :Mr. Mitchell on the after
noon of Saturday, April 14, to say to him for the ·President that if 
Mr. Mitchell thought his silence was somehow serving the Presidency 
that was a misapprehension, that the President didn't want him to sit 
silent if he knew soJnething unless Mr. Mitchell felt from his own 
personal point that was an exercise of his own rights, in which case 
that was up to him. And I delivered that message to him at that time 

that was a continuing question all the way through this period of 
~ . 
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EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

39.5 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 14., 19?3 MEETING 

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE IMPEACHMENT INQUIRY 
STAFF FOR THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF A RE
CORDING OF A MEETING BETWEEN JOHN D. EHRLICHMAN 
AND JOHN MITCHELL ON APRIL 14, 1973 

Come in, sir. 

Yes, sir. 

Sorry to drag you down here this way, but things seem to be 

moving and I thought you'd better know what we know. Sit 

down. 

I'd like to know what you know. 

Uh, late last night, uh, I gave the President the results 

of what I had been working on since about the 25th of March, 

which is an effort to try and give him as much as I could 

determine about the extrinsic facts of this whole episode, 

that is to say outside the White House, which Dean really 

had not brought in that meeting. He felt he needed to 

~ because he had some judgments he had to make. Uh, he 

asked that I talk to you and several other people 

about something that I discovered in this thing that, 

troubled him very much, and that was that some people 

thought that their silence served his purpose at this 

(725) 
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39,5 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 141 1973 MEETING 

point. Now, obviously you're in a situation of jeopardy, 

and other people are, too. And, he does not I mean 

this is just very hard uh, uh, for, for him, and that's the 

reason I am talking to you. And, and, uh, he just didn't 

want anybody-to labor under the misapprehension that there 

was any overriding consideration in his interest of any

body remaining mute. That, that, uh -- obviously, 

everybody's got to decide for himself if, if he's got 

a Fifth Amendment situation or, uh, put them on your 

approved situation and that's not what I'm talking 

about. I'm talking about, uh, the, uh, attitude that 

several have -- John Dean for one, that he i~ better off 

not, not testifying than testifying because it was the, 

the President's interest. The President now feels his 

interest institutionally, not, not individually necessarily, 

but the institution of the Presidency is better served by 

having this thing aired, disposed of, and put, put behind 

us, so to speak. It's pretty hard to put it behind him, 

but that is a better route to try and take than one of, 

of, uh, uh, making it difficult to get at the evidence. Now, 

uh, I learned in -the process of, uh, trying to reach 

people that -- access routes -- that Jeb Magruder has 

decided to make a clean breast of things and to take a 

guilty plea. So that pretty well, uh, starts to work 
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MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

39. 5 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 14, 1973 MEETING 

from the middle in all directions, and apparently he will 

be seeing the U. S. Attorney to carry this out either 

over this weekend, or immediately the first of the 

week. Uh, he, uh -- on the, on the four corners of my 

investigation, that will pretty well determine the ulti

mate outcome of things, uh, if he does that, and I 

absolutely everyone's opinion [unintelligible], Uh, in addi

tion, it's coming unstuck in a number of other areas and uh, 

I unintelligible] 

Well, I'd like to know about it. 

Well, the U. S. Attorney is focusing on the aftermath, 

Uh huh. 

on the obstruction of justice aspect of this, and, uh, 

apparently has induced Hunt to testify through some 

arrangement or other. Now, that's not very reliable 

evidence. [ynintelligible.J 

From what I hear, that's probably true. 

But, uh, that seems to be the breaks at this [unintelligible]. 

Uh, what he would add, I don't know, but apparently that makes 

it hard for O'Brien and others and, uh, they expect that, 
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uh, they will make a very wide-ranging case of the 

aftermath business. 

On what, uh, what basis? 

Obstruction of justice. 

Huh. 

Yeah, on a conspiracy. 

In what way did they obstruct justice? 

In inducing the. defendants to withhold testimony, is 

their theory for corrupt [unintelligible] 

Is, is that factually true? 

I don't, I, I can't say that it is, from anything that I've 

been able to find I have, I have not been able to find any 

direct efficient actor who made that assertion. I've 

got a lot of third-hand hearsay, but I have not in my 

investigation been able to make that and I so advised the 

President. 

Uh huh. 

Because he -- uh, a, a lot of validation has been made with 

regard to John Dean, for iµstance, and I have not been 

able to, uh, point out to the President any reliable 
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evidence tha~ John had any corrupt motive or participated 

in any such obstruction. 

Well, certainly there wasn't any corrupt motive. 

[ Unin tel ligib le] 

Poor John is the guy that just got caught in the middle 

Sure. 

of this thing. 

Sure, and that' s ,.what I said. 

Like, uh, like so many others that were first of all trying 

to keep the lid on it until after the election, 

Yeah. 

and, uh, in addition to that, to keep the lid on all the 

other things that, uh, were going on over here, uh, that 

Well, the, uh, 

would have even been worse, I think than the Watergate 

business. 

the, uh, uh, question that comes up whether these fellows 
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would have talked to the press or not. It would, uh --

the election would have been far worse than if they'd talked 

to the U. S. Attorney. 

Yeah. 

Yeah. So, I mean, we, we have a lot to talk about on that 

thing. But anyway, Silbert is going full bore on that, 

and, uh, uh, in, in some ways it's the least of our 

worries, but in o~~er ways it, it does involve a, a lot 

of other players who were not involved in the, in the break-in 

thing. 

Of course it also involves the White House fund. 

That -- Yeah. Yeah. Now, Strachan has been a witness. 

What has he testified to? 

Well, of course I don't know. But, uh, I know they 

interrogated him on that question, 

Uh huh. 

so, uh, uh, that's before them. Now, as far as what you 

do, obviously you're the, you're the captain of your own. 

boat on this, but the President wanted you to have me 
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tell you right now that he is extraordinarily troubled 

by the situation in which you find yourself, and, and there

fore everybody finds themselves. That this, uh, in no 

way affects his feeling for you in any regard, 

Uh huh. 

but -- in the least degree~ personally very much 

involved in this thing and, 

Well, i, I can, I can believe that. 

so that's the only reason that I'm delivering the message 

instead of, instead of him. That's the reason that Bob is not, 

obviously, and, and, 'cause I was sort of,uh, the one stuck 

with putting this whole thing together for him. Now, 

uh, I would suppose that the way things are going in the, 

in the judicial process, that the Ervin thing will get 

hung up for a long time because there will be a whole 

round of new trials and, and different trials. 

Uh huh. You think that will be the case? 

That's 

that they would sit out? 

what, that's what they -- that's not what the Senate is saying, 

-7-

(731) 



MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLI CHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

39.5 TRANSCRII"r OF APRIL 14, 1973 MEETING 

but that's what knowledgeable attorneys that I've 

been talking to like O'Brien say the thing might, 

might be the case. He didn't say that to me, but 

{unintelligible]. So, uh, I don't know what the future 

of all that is. 

What are you getting out of the Justice Department? 

Anything? 

No. I have -- Kleindienst is uh, uh, ·staying very far 

away from this thing, as far away as he can get. So, uh, 

I'm relying primarily on sources within the u. S. 

Attorney's Office for what little information I do get about 

who's going to be a witness, and that kind of thing 

but really, I haven't tried to do too much of that. I'm 

just uh --

What are the schedule of the witnesses? 

Hunt is set for Monday. 

Has there been any determination as to when John Dean is 

likely to go µp there? 

He thinks·sometime in the middle of the week, something of 

that kind. He still has not had his informal conference, so 

uh, there's no uh -- He has not imparted anything to them at all, 
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at this point. Uh, the, the, uh, attorneys for Dean say 

to him, and he says to me, that they're almost not in

terested in him anymore, IUnintelligible] 

In Dean? 

Yeah, because they've got this thing made so many 

different ways. They're running a surplusage of 

Are you 

evidence. 

talking about the obstruction of justice thing? 

The whole, the whole thing. 

How are they, 

{Unintelligible] 

how are they making that? 

I don't know, I really don't. Uh, but, uh, whether 

they were playing cute with Dean's attorneys or not, I don't 

know, But uh, they called and said, "They won't even have 

our fellow down" and uh, Silbert, or whoever they talked 

to, said, "Well, you know, uh, in due course, but uh, we 
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have so many witnesses to handle, why, we don't know what 

to do with them a 11." 

Well, they would naturally joke and bargain on.that. 

Yeah, yeah, And then they've had people like Powell Moore, 

and uh --

Well, except uh, Powell's uh, uh testimony at this point 

was that uh, incident when he and Liddy went out to see 

Kleindienst, uh --

No, I understand that it also had something to do with 

shredding: destruction of documents. 

Did they get anything? 

But I, I said, you know, that I cal led Dean and said, "Why 

do they have Powell Moore, [unintelligible]." So, that's 

the, that's the message, and it's, uh, uh, almost not worth 

dragging you all the way down here for, except that it's not 

the kind of thing that I could say to you very effectively 

on the telephone, Uh, but the time remaining to do anything 

which will in any way, uh, put plusses on the side of the 

Presidency is rapidly running out, obviously. 

What's his first proposed action? 
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He hasn't any right to tell you what to do. Uh --

Oh, I'm not talking about telling me. 

Yeah. 

No, no, no, no. What, what is brother Dick doing about that? 

Well, he, he doesn't have just a lot of options. 

No, I know that. 

Uh, at, 

That's why we just 

at this --

talked all along. 

Uh, about the only thing that we can do, that we see that can be 

done is to try and get out the facts with regard to, say, 

Bob Haldeman, in whatever way remains to be effective. 

To uh, uh, I've, I've got a problem now and uh, I haven't, 

I haven' t figured out what to do about it. And what I do 

with all this iriformation. It's mostly hearsay. It's 

probably not nruch of it adding to what . the U. S. Attorney 

al--, already knows. But here's the President now pos

sessed of a report, uh, and it argues that some people 
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are in violation of the law. What in the world does he 

do? What do I do? 

Well, there's, uh, obviously two things: to take care of his 

own house in an appropriate way. 

Right, right. That's underway. 

That's the one thing, 

Yeah. 

and the other thing is, uh, certainly not to, uh, impinge 

upon anybody's, uh, rights. 

Exactly. Exactly. It, it, it occurs to me that, that 

probably the best thing I could do with it is simply to 

advise. Kleindienst that I have done this, and that it is, 

none. of it, first party evidence and it's all hearsay. But 

that it is a, it is a report that I put together for the 

President. It is -- anybody is uh, uh, interested in it 

at the Justice Department as hearsay or second class 

evidence, you know, I'll, I'll repeat it for that, But 

that, uh, uh, it is not the kind of stuff that would be 

admissible in Court, or that would, uh, add much to what's 

already happened. But I think we have to say to somebody 

that we've done this, and that it's, it's praising Dean, That, 

that it's available, Now what do you think about it? Kleindienst 

probably hang up on you. 
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Uh, well, I go back, John, in looking at the President's 

interest. 

Right. 

What's developed over the period of time. And, uh, 

you, uh, of course have a separation of powers 

EHRLICHMAN: Yes. 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

until this thing and all the rest of the thing. Uh, 

you, you also have individual's rights, 

Yeah. 

and [unintelligible] 

Right. 

So that, and uh --

You don't go rushing out and say, "Hey, look it, this is 

what we suspect." 

No. Uh, you also have a scenario which has been developed 

unfortunately around the President with the Dean re--, 

report, uh, so-cal l ed, and so forth. Uh, now John of 

course becomes a participant in it, uh, as to, uh, uh, when 

this knowledge was available, and what was it, and why now, 

because of the pressures are on, al).d all the rest of it. I 

think that has to be thought out 
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Right. 

very carefully. 

Right. 

Uh, is Chappie Rose coming in as, uh, anything more than 

a consultant? 

The Pres--, uh, the President hasn't decided yet, -- that's, 

that's our recommendation. 

Well, I think that that is, uh, probably something of 

consequence because of John's involvement. 

John Rose? 

No. 

John Dean. Oh, yeah. Well, John Dean is, you know, 

virtually gone -- out of, out of any active role in 

the . White House thing. 

No, but I mean there has to also be publicly prosecuted, 

I understand. I agree with that. 

so that uh --

Well, and, and frankly, Chappie's one, one, drawback for 

Chappie is the fact that he has a son on the White House 

staff. 

-14-

(738) 



MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

39.5 TRANSCRIPr OF APRIL 14, 1973 MEETING 

Yeah, but he [unintelligible] good standard. 

Yeah. 

[Unintelligible] 

Yeah. Well, I don't know. What, what do you think about 

this business of my calling Kleindienst? 

Uh, I would sort out very carefully as to what you're going to 

call Kleindienst and tell him about. Uh, I think that, uh, 

probably it's a -- yeah, you know -- good thing to do in 

connection with your Chappie Rose move. 

Uh huh. 

In other words, uh, if he comes in as an independent 

and let him get at the bottom of it 

Uh huh. 

and then maybe it'd be better if he'd go over and 

Uh huh. 

sit down with Kleindienst. 

Uh huh. 

And very carefully, uh -- the mere fact that he goes over 
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and sits down with Kleindienst is going to take care of the 

PR aspect of it. Uh, 

Uh huh. 

What he tells him is not going to be made public anyway, I 

wouldn't suspect. 

I, I think that's right. 

So, that, uh, I-think that you might handle him care

fully, uh -- parcel this out. 

Uh huh. Uh huh. 

Well, let me [clears throat] tell you where I stand. Uh, 

there is no way that I'm going to do anything except staying 

where I am because I'm too far, uh, far out. Uh, the fact 

of the matter is that, uh, I got euchred into this thing, 

when I say, by not paying attention to what these bastards were 

doing, and uh, well you know how far back this goes 

this, uh, whole genesis of this thing was over here 

as you're perfectly well aware. 

No, I didn't know that. 

Uh, and uh, Gordon,-- Well, Gordon Liddy and John Dean -- Well, 

it, it goes back, I think even further than that but, uh, 

I've never been able to put the pieces together. 
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Uh, Bob Haldeman and I were talking about this Sandwedge 

operation. 

I do -- I remember the name, 

Yeah, and it turned out that, uh, that was to be an 

entirely different operation, of course, and then it turned 

out that uh, that we just couldn't get enough [unintelligible] 

piayers. Uh, Caulfield couldn't do it and, uh, the conflict with 

Joe Woods, 

Yeah. 

so, he just dropped the whole thing and turned it off. 

Yeah. All right. 

Uh, the next, uh, order of events for the sequence was when, 

uh, Dean and Magruder and, uh, iiddy show up in my office 

with this presentation about a million dollar, uh, intelligence 

operation, which, we of course laughed at. 

Yeah. 

We threw him the hell out of there. And of course, uh, 

Jeb blames John Dean on that. One of the problems that, uh --

Blames him for what? Turning down? 

No, for authorizing Liddy to prepare the 

Oh, oh I see. 

the million dollar [unintelligible]. One of the problems is is to 

what if Jeb goes 
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public, good God, he's got a, an imagination which is 

incredible. 

He's got twenty different stories. 

I know. Uh, well, that was the last time I ever saw 

Liddy or ever talked to him until what, the 15th of June 

when Van Shumway dragged him into my office with a letter to 

the Washington Post about a campaign finance file. So 

I have had no contact with Liddy; I've never seen Hunt, 

and, uh, as far as, uh, Jeb and all of the dirty tricks 

department -- I never knew a God damn thing about it. 

Uh huh. 

So, uh, as far as my having made all these public statements 

and so forth, I'm just going to go ahead with it. 

Just go ahead and just, just let them come to you in 

effect. 

Oh, yeah. 

Yeah. 

Yeah, I'm going to have to do that. There is no other 

course. 

-18-

(742) 



EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

39. 5 TRANSCRIP.r OF APRIL 141 1973 MEETING 

Well, I certainly would not attempt to tell you what to 

do. 

No. I appreciate that. 

The, the thing that was lurking in the, in the President's 

mind and that I could not disabuse him of was, "Is -- you 

think John thinks that he ought to hold back for me?" And 

I said, "Well, I haven't talked to John, I don't know what's 

in his mind." 

Hold back from the President? 

Hold back -- no, no, no, no. Hold back from coming forward 

on account of the President. In other words, if you were 

to think I shouldn't ;i;~lly -- even · say to yourself: "I 

shouldn't come forward on this because I would hurt the 

President," or something of that kind. He said: "Well, 

somebody's got to talk to him and say: 'Don't, don't hold 

back on account of the Presidency.'" 

Uh huh. 

And, and, that's really the burden of this conversation. 

I don't have any, I don't have any desire to have you take 

anything else away from here except that. Andy--, and it's 

his, that's his message. 
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Yeah. I know. 

It isn't a question of his saying, "You ought to do this, 

or do that, or do the other thing." 

Well, what you're saying is that he's leaving the options 

to me. 

Totally. 

Yeah. 

Totally and completely. And, it has to be that way. He 

doesn't, [unintelligible] he doesn't want to, uh, uh, ever 

have you look back on this moment and say that, you know, 

"They, they had me do this and they shouldn't have." 

[Unintelligible] 

Or that it was right or wrong, or anything of that kind. 

No, I just --

But, he just didn't want you to be in the frame of mind, 

sitting in New York saying, "I wish I could come forward, 

but I can't because the President doesn't want me to." 
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Well, from my own reputational point of view 

{unintelligible] 

Sure. 

Furthermore, uh, John, and, uh, with all the thought I've 

given to this, uh, uh, I really don't have a guilty con

science. I didn't authorize these bastards 

Okay. 

to go ahead. 

Well, then, then that's what you should do. 

Yeah. 

You know, uh, and, and, really, that's all I have for you 

today, except he wanted me to be sure and deliver it in 

person, so that you knew how he felt, and that uh, he hopes 

that it all turns out all-right with him for a lot of rough 

weather for the next --

Oh, 

Few months. 

I'm sure of that. 

And, uh --
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The, uh whole basis of it is how you cut it off, but 

there's no way to cut it off. 

No, there really isn't. 

No way to cut it off. 

They say that they've got you made here. 

You mean, the U. S. Attorney's office? 

Yeah. Yeah. 

Did they say how? 

No. And this was before anybody knew that Magruder was 

going to go in. 

I just don't believe it. I just don't believe it. 

I know, as I say, I don't have a reliable source, 

Uh huh. 

and uh, so, uh, I'm going pretty much on --

hearsay whether --

Right. 

The possibility of getting a fair trial in the 

District of Columbia with all this publicity 

No way. 
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is negligible. 

No way. 

It's not -- I, I realize that. But with all of this, uh, 

uh, [clears throat] there's uh, certainly no possi~ 

bility that I would ever turn around and say, "Yes, I 

was part and parcel of this." 

Sure, sure. Okay. Well, can I get you an airplane to 

take you back? 

Yeah -- Well, no. I can get a collDllercial plane if I find 

a proper seat on it. 

All right. Let me get you [unintelligible) 

Uh, there's one thing, John, that, uh --

[Picks up phone) Would you work on a seat to New York 

for Mitchell please. 

American Air Lines. 

On American Air Lines, 

First class. 

first class. Yeah. Oh, uh, see what you can do. [Hangs up.) 

One thing, and that is that I would like to be kept 
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advised within propriety as to what 

Right. 

the hell is going on down here. 

Right. Uh, for now I think I'd be the one to do that, 

uh, because I'm kind of a clearing house. Hopefully we'll 

get somebody like Chappie, and then he would be that person. 

Uh huh. 

Uh, our information is not very damn good, frankly. 

Uh, we've [unintelligible] an awful lot of stuff after 

the fact. We have people buffeting us all the time to do 

this and do that, and do the other thing. And, they feed 

us a lot of stuff that isn't true. And, uh, so, uh, 

you have to be awfully cautious about what you, what you buy. 

When they --talking about hearing me made, are they talking 

about the Watergate 

Yeah. 

or, or, Post, 

Yeah. 

or -- ? 

No, they're talking about the Watergate. And, I'm told 

that the, the way the story goes -- Well, first, let me 

say that I think Liddy has been talking to the 
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U. S. Attorney, and that they get a lot of their information 

from, uh, a long interview they had with him. Uh, 

the way the story is supposed to go, Magruder brought 

you a memorandum that said on it, uh, "We are now ready 

to go with this operation. Uh, we will need such and 

such amount of money. Here are the targets that are 

possible. Please pick the targets that you want." 

Are you serious about this? 

Yes, sir. And that you, then by some designation, 

circles or, uh, checks, or something, uh, picked the 

targets and authorized the operation. 

That's about as far from the truth as it's possible to 

get. 

Well, this is the, this is the kind of stuff they're 

working with. 

Out of Liddy and McCord? 

I assume so. I, uh, but I, I would guess less McCord 

than Liddy. 

-25-

(749} 



MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

39.5 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 141 19'13 MEETING 

What's the time frame? 

This was prior to May sometime. Pri--Well, I'll tell 

you when it was: it was prior to the purchase of the 

equipment, allegedly. 

When would that have been? 

No, I don't know. Apparently brought -- they know when 

the equipment was bought and from whom in New York City. 

{Unintelligible] 

But, that's the, that's what they tell me is the 

quality of the evidence. 

~well, that's Magruder you're talking about. 

I doubt it, because as far as I know, Magruder has not 

yet talked to them. 

Well, I have never saw Liddy between the, the, the 5th 

of February and the, and the 15th of June. 

Well, uh, uh, you know, uh, all I can tell you is 

what I've heard, 

MITCHELL: Oh. 
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and as I say, I can't vouch for the quality of it. But, 

uh, they are operating very much on hearsay, and, uh, there's 

a lot of talking back and forth among the defendants, 

which is being quoted, whera,uh, Hunt says to Liddy, uh 

"Gordon, this is a crazy operation. We shouldn't go 

back .in there," and Liddy says to Hunt, uh, "Howard, we 

have to. Mr. Mitchell personally insists upon it." 

Oh, come on. 

Yeah. 

That's ridiculous. 

I know, but that's the testimony. 

Well, where would Liddy get that, John? 

I don't know. I do not know. But that's part of the~ 

gestae. So, that's the sort of thing that you're up 

against, and it, uh, it sort of pervades. 

Well, that's about as far from the facts as you can 

possibly get. 

Well, but it, it makes a serious problem, obviously, 

Yes . Yeah, it does. I haveaot doubted it. 
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Yeah. 

for a moment. All you have to do is look at what McCord's 

been saying. 

Yeah. 

Of course, McCord has gotten it from Liddy, and of course, 

Liddy was using my name, obviously, to impel these people 

into their op~ration. 

Right. Well, that's the, that's the kind of thing that 

has me concerned. 

Needless to say, I am concerned about it. 

[Picks up phone] Yeah. Uh huh. Flight 148. Okay. 

Will you write that out for him. Thanks. [Hangs up] Okay. 

Confirmed it, uh, in an hour and a quarter [clears throat] 

That would be --

Three thirty. 

Three thirty. 

Yeah. 

American at three thirty. 
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Yes, she'll write it out on a card for you. The President 

said if there were any reason that you wanted to see 

him, he'd be happy to see you, 

No. 

but his judgment was that 

I don't want to embarrass him, 

you and I should decide that, and uh --

No. I don't want to embarrass him. 

Okay. It wouldn't embarrass him -- It might -- today. 

It might later, you know. That's the, that's the problem 

as I see it. 

[Unintelligible] 

But, uh, now, I might caution Remember the other 

day we, we, I asked you about your representation? Uh, 

O'Brien is probably a target and you may want to arrange 

other help. 

Well, I've, of course, thought about that too, John, but, uh, 

until something develops there is just no way. [Unintelligible] 

Yeah, well, I just wanted you to know what I know. 
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They're working hard on him, apparently. 

Uh, who knows the story of those post activities? 

[Unintelligible] know that? 

Uh, Paul O' Brien. 

Well, he -- I talked to him about that. He, he only 

knows something way down the line. 

He knows quite a bit. 

He doesn't know about 

He laid out a line, 

[unintelligible] up front. 

he laid out an awful lot for me out in San Clemente. In 

fact, he is my principal source of information on that, 

that phase. Uh, Dean has added a little bit to it, but 

not, not very much. 

Now, what do they say is my involvement in it, other 

than knowing about it1 

Not much. Just that. Knowing and acquiescing and, uh, 

calling on Dean for help. And, uh, uh, that's about it. 

How did I call on him for help? 

-30-

(754) 



EHRLICHMAN: 

39.5 TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 141 1973 MEETING 

Just, saying, uh, can you, can you get those fellows 

over there to help us raise some money, and, uh, uh, 

not for what or anyth:i;ng of that kind. I've not found 

anybody, as I said before, who could be identified as an 

actor in the process of inducing anybody to perjury or 

silence, or anything of that kind 

MITCHELL: No. 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

MITCHELL: 

EHRLICHMAN: 

insofar as the judicial process is concerned. And, so, uh, 

when the . President asked me about that, I just had to tell 

him, you know, "I don't know. Maybe it was the lawyers. 

Maybe it was their lawyers. I don't know who was in

volved. I didn't talk to any of them, so I just don't 

know." 

Well, apparently from what I've learned, was that, uh, 

Bittman was the mover. 

What? 

Particularly with respect to the subpoenae. And Hunt said 

Bittman was --

I'll bet you a wooden nickel that he's made a deal. 

Bittman? 

Yup. 

Well, he's been up there talking to them. 

Well, I don't know that. But I don't know that Hunt's 
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coming forward is, uh -- with some evidence to the 

fact that -- you know, where something worked out. 

Well, Bittman's a knowledgeable guy but would 

uh --

Used to be that. 

Yeah {unintelligible] but really, I didn't try to --

I understand he's in trouble with his firm out of this 

whole thing. 

I wouldnlt be surprised. {Unintelligible] I think he's 

being level with them on this Hunt thing. 

Yeah {unintelligible]. Now Kleindienst has said this 

to me, and you may already know this -- that, uh, 

if you in any way get in a crack in this case, that he 

will disassociate himself entirely from any process. 

He doesn't want to make the, any decision. He 

wouldn't want to in any way touch the case. And he's 

calling me, me regularly to advocate the appointment of a 

special prosecutor. That is not what I, at least, think 

ought to be done, uh, to bring in somebody from the out

side in, who has to earn scalps and make a reputation for 

himself. It's exactly the wrong way to go on this. There 

are all sorts of eccentricities into the thing • . There is a 
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perfectly good Deputy Attorney General over there to, 

you know, you can delegate if you think anything 

like that needs doing. 

Well, unofficially, I think you break down the criminal 

justice system {unintelligible]. 

Absolutely. 

Every time you get sr-, something like this. 

Kangaroo court. 

Well, no, that's not -- but, uh, 

the thought that every time, uh, uh, something comes along 

you'd have to supercede the prosecutor. 

Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. 

In other words, uh, you're throwing brickbats at the, uh, 

system of justice. 

Yeah. So, uh, that's not been finalized in regard with 

things may move fast this week, from what they tell me, 

{Unintelligible]. We'll have to, have to, uh, be talking 

to Dick about some arrangement, but our tendency is to say 

to him, well, you know, delegate it within your department 

if you have a problem. Apparently Henry Petersen feels 

the same way. 

What's that, that he wants out? 
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He would want to remove himself 'from the process. 

Nice to have friends, isn't it? 

Well, that's -- may be the problem, They're your 

friends so they don't want to, uh, they don't want 

to be in it. You know, ~hich is, uh, a net, a net 

minus !laughs] in the whole thing, Well, I, uh --

Particularly after what they went through before. 

Yeah. Yeah, Right, I, uh, will be glad to, you 

know, answer any questions as they come along, or 

keep you posted if there is a development. Uh, I 

didn't talk to Magruder but he was invited to come for 

a similar conversation and informed, uh, Higby to 

invite him {unintelligible]. But he had last night 

decided you know, his attorneys have advised 

him and he decided to go in so that kind of moots, 

you know, any conversation that I might have with him. 

What, uh, what is he going to say about what he said be

fore about people over here? 

I don't know. He says he's, uh, liable for perjury 
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and he understands that. Now whether that goes to anything 

he said in this direction, I just don't know. I don't 

think anybody here has asked him what he is going to 

say. 

Uh, no, I'm not thinking about that, no. He has basic

ally perjured himself except that they claimed that John 

Dean [unintelligible] but, uh, Liddy cleaned them; uh, 

but some of the statements that he has made -- Well, he 

made them in front of Bob and I, about Haldeman know

ing all about this, and, uh, and Colson who --

Oh, I think that was a, that was an effort to frighten 

people, And, uh, uh, I have, I haven't talked to Bob in 

detail about that, but Bob said he had, he has given 

another version since which will probably make people more 

worried not less since they change their stories a lot. 

But, uh, their feeling is that he's, he's settled down to 

basically what is the truth. And uh, at least that's 

what he s:,ys; that I s what he I s going to do, is go in and 

tell the truth. 

He's got these stories that he tells me that LaRue, uh, 

apparently was with him, uh, one phone conversation they 

had with Colson. Colson pushed them in when -- it goes on, 

and on, and on, and on. 

Yeah, well, I have no doubt that there were such calls, 

and that, uh, he will testify to that if he's asked. That's 
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part of the .tbi,ng th.at I. ran into in the course of this 

little short course I'm having, you see; that Colson, 

was, uh, urging action. I mean he had a lot of trouble 

with Magruder making him do a lot of different things 

he was troubled with. And that, uh, uh, he had trouble 

finding out about schedules and about what the Democrats 

were saying about each other, and all that kind of thing. 

I think one of the problems here is that when one fellow needs 

to order intelligence he meant one thing; the fellow who 

was listening to him thought another, uh, when he heard 

the word, and that there were imperfect coDDDunications 

among people in the whole, in the whole thing. 

Well, 

What was intended --

This was obviously true in Bob's case. 

Yeah, Yeah. So, uh, uh, and the, and that's Colson's 

view. That, when he called Magruder and said, "I need 

intelligence," he meant a certain thing. Magruder may 

have listened to a different thing. 

Yeah, That's like h~ and Hunt and Liddy and {unintelli

gible] 

He who? He, Colson? 

told {unintelligible] 

Well, that would tend to color the definition, 
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I suppose. But, uh, I, uh, I obviously don't know what 

the specific conversation was, but I know there were 

a number of occasions when Colson was on Magruder to do 

certain things, and they didn't all relate to intelligence 

gathering, [Unintelligible] after the [unintelligible] 

Riots on the Capitol steps and a few other things. 

Yup. Well, let me know what I can do. 

Well, what I would like to do [unintelligible] posted. 

I'll make sure you do, Except that I haven't anything 

that's nearly reliable, 

Yeah. {Clears throat] Well, is anybody debriefing these 

witnesses after the Grand Jury? 

No, No. I'm told that's a violation of some section 

or other. One may not solicit from a witness, so we've 

been very scrupulous about doing so, 

Uh huh. 

And, uh, a lot of what I pick up I pick up from just 

run of the mine leaks, you know, press leaks; 

Uh huh. 
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and other kind of leaks, about what is reported, 

reported, to be said here. It's not very good. 

Sure and hell was done before the election. I 

assure you of that. 

Yeah • . Yeah. Apparently, uh, another bit of infor

mation, speaking of that, this attorney that the 

Cubans fired 

Rothblatt. 

is a witness before the Grand Jury on Tuesday . Next 

week. 

What is his place in the scenario? 

I don't know. I know that he has, he has said -- Well, 

he -- now he's McCord's lawyer, for one thing. He has 

said that his clients were paid off, to keep quiet, and 

he has said that to Committee investigators. And so I 

assume that's why he's been called because they were 

working on that phase, 

Uh huh. 

And Kalmbach is phoning him and, and, and has since talked 

to him, so I don't know what he's got on his mind, fUnintelli

gible] somewhere in the course of this whole thing. 

Well, I guess he will. {Unintelligible] 
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and I re--, recall these circumstances -- Herb, 

uh, raised some of that money {unintelligible] 

So, uh, he's -- incidentally, Herb has been sub

poenaed by the Select Committee, duces ~· I 

think he has sent in his bank records going back 

into the 1 70 congressional campaign. {Unintelligible] 

Oh, one other thought, uh, John, in connection with 

that money that was over here. There should they 

ever be attempt made to establish that that was part 

of a zillion dollars that I had left.over from '68, 

which was not subject to campaign expenses. 

That's true, isn't it? I have always believed that. I 

don't know, but, uh, I've always believed --

I have always heard it was so, uh, John, but now 

!clears throat] Maurice {clears throat] Stans has got 

so many items floating around that I 1m not sure 

whether they put it all together. He and, uh, Kalmbach 

had a meeting where they tried to balance things out, 

but then they had Sloan --

Another set of books, eh? 
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Well, apparently so. But, uh, that is something that, 

uh, would save a lot of grief if that weren't 

campaign funded. 

Yeah. 

[Unintelligible] 

Yeah. Okay. I don't know what, you know, how we can 

reduce those facts beyond what Maury and Herb can put 

together, but Bob's impression is that that was the 

source of the money. 

Uh huh. 

I asked him and he said it is '68 money. He would know. 

That's what I'm talking about. 

Yeah. Yeah. 

Yes, they had, uh, I guess bringing the money they had 

in New York and [unintelligible] California, they had 

about a million dollars [unintelligible] 

I, I don't know. I think this was pretty close to it. 

Well, I never heard about borrowing this till now. 

Uh huh. Well, uh, as I say, that's, that fund is now before 
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the Grand Jury. There was a, a problem because Strachan 

misspoke at the Grand Jury and said that he had returned 

two-hundred and fifty thousand, when in point of fact, he 

remembers only returning three hundred twenty some thousand. 

And uh -- so he came in and asked me what he should do, 

and I said he ought to call the U. S. Attorney and just tell 

him that he misspoke and that he wanted a chance to correct 

the record, which he has now done. His, uh --

What, what does that mean? That some of the money was 

paid out of here? 

It was paid out for, uh, t --, uh, to, uh, somebody 

named Baroody in the P.R. business for an ad, uh, as 

best they can recall it. And, there are no books of 

account on it, apparently. They're asking to see 

!unintelligible] But, uh, somewhere in the last days 

of the campaign, Dick Howard asked for money to pay 

for this ad, and that is where it went. 

Uh huh. 

But, otherwise it remained intact. It never was 

tapped otherwise. So I --
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That's, that's not what I understand. 

It was tapped before? 

I think that's what I've heard. 

Now, that's the first ·1 've heard --

It was tapped for paying this, uh, all those characters, 

whoever they were. 

Before it got back over to the Committee? 

Uh huh. 

Gee, that's news to me. That's, that's something I have 

never heard before. That, that Strachan tapped it? 

Or somebody? 

Well, apparently, uh, John Dean is the one that, uh, 

was working on it and he went to Strachan and they had 

to get Bob Haldeman's clearance on it. 

Well, all right, let me tell you what I understand 

to be the case [unintelligible] that Strachan 

came to Haldeman and said, uh, uh, "How about this, 
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how about this fund of money," and Haldeman had not 

had occasion to think about it since the time of the 

ad, and he said, "Well, the campaign's over now. Send 

the money back to the Committee." And so Strachan took 

the money back and gave it to LaRue who was designated 

to be the recipient of the money. So the, the whole 

thing was wholesaled back to LaRue. 

Well, you'd better check this with John Dean because 

he's the one that, uh, told me this story. I guess it 

was last, early last week, and I had heard it before, 

that, uh, there was some of that money used to pay Bittman 

or whoever they delivered the money to. 

Before it got to Fred? Huh. 

I don't believe, I don't think there's any question 

about that. I know it was. Maybe two or three 

payments {unintelligible] 

Okay. I'll check. 

And that, uh, that Strachan obviously wasn't going to do 

it on John Dean's request, and he went to Bob on it. 

Huh. All right, I'll check that. 

The question, the question of course is what, what John 

Dean might say about it. 
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Yeah. Well, I will talk to John before I talk to 

anybody else. See what's up. I have another visitor, 

All righty. 

and so, uh, if I can make you comfortable somewhere else, 

I would, uh, be happy to do that. Can I get you an 

automobile? 

I don't know whether you can make me comfortable, but 

[unintelligible] 

You know what I mean. [laughs] I'm, uh, running kind 

of a musical chairs game here today. 

Uh huh. 

Thanks, John, very much. Let me know. 

I'll be talking to you. 

Okay, John. Catch you later. 

[Unintelligible] 

See you later. [Mitchell leaves] Hi Suzie. How you 

feeling? Good. That's an attractive [unintelligible] 

you have on. 

[Unintelligible] 

That's something. 
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40. On April 14, 1973 the President met with Haldeman from 1:55 to 

2:13 p.m. Haldeman reported to the President on his telephone conver

sation with Magruder. These was a discussion of what Haldeman and Strachan 

would say if Magruder testified that he had sent Gemstone materials to 

Strachan. 

In response to the Connnittee' subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of this conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript 

has been prepared. 
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The President motored from the South Gr~unds of the White House 
to the office of his dentist, Dr. William O. Chase, 1302 
18th St., N.W. 

The President met with Dr. Chase. 

The President motored from Dr. Chase's office to the South 
Grounds of the White House. 

The President went tci his office in the EOB. · 

The President talked with his Special Assistant., Stephen B. 
Bull. 

The President talked with Secretary of Defense Elliott L. 
Richardson. 

The President met with: 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
H. R. Haldeman, Assistant 

The President talked with Mr. Bull, 

. The President met with: 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 
Gen. Alexander M. Haig, Jr., Army Vice Chief of Staff 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President talk~d with Mr. Bull. 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Haldeman. 

The President went to the . South Grounds of the White House. 

The President greeted tourists being escorted by the First 
Lady on a tour of the White House gardens. Incl•.1ded in the 
group were 1-hyor Walter E. Wasr ' ngton (D-Washington, D.C.) 
and winners of a poster contest sponsored by the S .. ciety for 
a More Beautiful National Capital, Inc. For a list of 
poster contest winners, see ,\PPENOIX "A." 

Members of the pre$s, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President, accompanied hy his Press Secretary, Rot!.ald J .• 
Ziegl er, returned to the Oval Office. · 
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.. WMITE hOUSE 

l'LA~'E ·DAY ll~GAN 

T!IE' WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

'TIMI! 

Ia 

2:23 

2:24 

3:55 

4:58 

5:15 

5:41 

5:45 

6:08 

8:11 

8:58 

Out 

2:24 

3:55 

PIIONE 
p,....,.1'1.tccJ 

R- k.C"cciycJ 

Lo LD 

4:59 P 

6:45 

R 

R 

6:09 R 

9:04 

PHl:::illJtNI l{l\,;Hr\l(U l'IJ,'Vl'l;;, Ut\lLI '""'" 
(Y-c Tuiwcl Rc ... ,,, J fut Tfr11d Activity) 

.. 
( 

OATE (Mo., O•J. Yr . ) t, 
APRIL 14, 1973 }_"-.IV 

TIMI! DAY _\J __ _ 
2:23 p.m. SATURDAY 

ACTIVITY 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President talked with the First Lady, · 

The President inet w(th: 
Hr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President was telephoned long distance by Senator Robert 
Dole (~-Kansas) in Salina, Kansas, Mr. Bull took the call, 

The President was telephoned by his daughter, Julie. The call 
was not completed. 

The President talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady motored .fra:.i i:ne White House 
to the Washfog::on Hilton Hotel. 

The President and the First Lady were greeted by: 
Edgar A. Poe, correspondent for the New Orleans Tioes

Picayu~ and outgoing President of the White House 
Corre s pondents' Association 

Ted Knap, correspondent for Scripps-Howard Newspaper 
Alliance and incoming President of the White iiouse 
Correspondents' Association 

The Presidential party went to the head table in the 
International Ballroom. 

The President and the First Lady were guests of honor at a 
dinner hosted by the White House Correspondents' Association. 
Mr. Knap present ed the President with a sterling silver 
replica of an 18th century globe crafted by Williamsburt: 
silversmiths. For a list of other head table guests, see 
APPEN!HX "B . " 

Members of the press, in/out 
White Hous e photographer, in/out 

--'---L-----~--''---'------- ·-· ~--------------------------------' 
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i'LV C ~1.\Y J'.'. __ t;AN 

TEc'. I.':! f.TI: !IOUSE 
I-!,\~: Ir:;; ·Tn; ! , l>. C. 

10:20 

10:28 

•li.. :02 

l.1:20 

11 :22 

f 
I 
I 

Out 

10:26 

11:16 

11:53 

l'llf)NE 
P-· l'l.l..:r.l 

R--li~~r-iHJ 

1.,, I.D 

p 

p 

p 

f\-,:: Tr~·,d 1:,-,-,1,! !,;• ·1,J· . .-t ,-\c!1·1:•y.l ---------------------
.,.•. n. ~ :.!•, __ n,..,.. i":., 

!_,l'F. IJ, __ l!i., __ _l_~!:L 
1 J:.fE U,". Y 

9:(J!• n .. n. S:\T:.~;·;;Ay -------1 
.'.CTIVffY 

TI1e Pres idcnt retur-ncd to his lir.?ous inc. H;; was .accor.p;;.n.icd by: 
The First Lady 
Hr. Poe 
Hr. Knapp 

The Presideat and the First Lady motored fro:n the Washington 
Hilton Hotel to the South Grounds of the W'nite House. 

The President and the First Lady re.t-u:rned to the second floor 
Residence. 

The President talked with Nr. Haldeman. 

The President telephoned Hr. Kissir,ger. The call was not 
co!!lpleted. 

· Thz President talked with Hr. Ehrlichr:ian. 

For a record of the President's activities after midnight, see 
the Daily Diary for April 15, 1973. 

----------------- J I i -- ---· .. ·····--··-· ··--· '-----·--------
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~. 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

On April 14, 1973, the President met with Haldeman in the Oval 

Office from 1:55 to 2:13 p.m. Haldeman related his difficulty in contacting 

Magruder, which he finally did and told Magruder"there have been some 

developments and we have reviewed this whole thing with the President" and 

"he thought it was important to have you and your lawyer meet with John 

Ehrlichman right away and get up-to-date on where things stand from this 

side." Magruder told him, Haldeman said, that "you know this whole thing -

I don't know the situation but it is all done now ... Haldeman said he 

asked Magruder what he meant and Magruder replied/ 'uI decided late last 

night with my lawyers that I am going to go ahead -- you told me to do 

what my lawyers told me to do. You said you couldn't advise me." (pp. 1-2) 

The President asked, urs that what you told him?," and Haldeman 

said yes, he had told Magruder that last week through Higby. Haldeman 

said Magruder went on to say "they had decided last night that he would 

have to tell all and his lawyers met with Silbert today and informed 

Silbert that Magruder was ready to tell all and requested an opportunity 

for him to do so." Magruder said he did not ask for immunity .because he 

did not feel entitled to it, and that"the reason that I tell everything 

is because they are going to get it anyway." Haldeman said, "they've got 

the facts -- they may not be able to prove thein but they've got them~' 

and "Magruder is set to . give them the proof." (pp. 2-3) Haldeman de

scribed what Magruder said "they've got me for , six or eight counts 

(773) 
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perjury, two counts of conspiracy and two counts of obstruction of justice," 

and "the only thing I gain out of this is the hope that I don't go up for 

all the counts. 11 (pp. 3-4) 

Haldeman said that Magruder said "the other thing that you have 

to understand, Bob, is that this whole thing is going down the drain -

he said everybody is going to crumble," that "LaRue, everybody involved 

here is going J:o blow with the exception of John -, " whereupon the 

President said, "Mitchell?" (p. 4) Haldeman then said unfortunately he 
·~ 

had this convers~tion with Magruder just as Mitchell was driving up the 

9riveway, and he "had him go up to John Ehrlichmants office but then 

Ehrlichman heard all of this before he went in to Mitchell." Haldeman said 

Magruder has not told Mitchell of his decision yet, but that was his next 

step. The President said, "How the hell can John Mitchell deny it? He 

was right on the (unintelligible) spot." {p. 5) 

Haldeman said Magruder said he would \ID.fortunately to a degree 

implicate Dean and possibly Bart but that "He said there is no way that 

anything I do will get to you." {p. 5) Haldeman said, "where he gets 

John Dean is on his attendance at those meetings" which "clearly and 

specifically did involve bugging.'' In response to the President's question, 

"what about the aftermath?", Haldeman said, "I don't think Magruder knows 

about the aftermath." (p. 6) There was a discussion of how Magruder might 

implicate Strachan and Haldeman said Magruder would testify he sent 

"materials" to Strachan at the White House. The President asked 11What 

would Strachan say, 11 and Haldeman replied that "Strachan has no problem 

-2-
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with that" because "He will say that after the fact there are materials 

that I can now surmise where what he is referring to but they were not 

at the time identified in any way as being the result of wiretaps and I did 

not know they were. They were amongst tons of stuff, Jeb makes the point. 

He said, I am sure Gordon never sent them to Bob because they were all 

trash. There was nothing in them. He said the tragedy of this whole 

tfl.:tng is that it produced nothing." (pp. 6-7) The President asked, 

"What our problem there is if they claim that the reports came to tr,<! 

White House -·- basically to your office -- what will you say then?" 

(p. 7) Haldeman said, "They can. This doesn I t ever have to come out. 11 

The President said, "I know, but they will ask it in the Grand Jury." 

Haldeman said, "If they do ask it in the Grand Jury -- the Grand Jury 

is secret. The only way it will come out is if they decide to indict 

Strachan and put him up for trial. He, Jeb, is totally convinced that 

tfiey have no interest in Strachan at all -- and they have all this 

stuff. Haldeman went on to say, apparently referring 

to }tagruder, that he said, "in the earlier stuff that Strachan knew about 

it beforehand. That Strachan knew they were bugging the Watergate. 

Strachan says he didn't. Jeb has implied a lot of things that I know 

aren't true," Haldeman said, "but I know that a lot of things that 

other people are saying aren't true so I would have no idea whether he 

believes now that -- one of the problems Jeb has is that he's not sure 

what is true at this point." (p. 8) The President asked, "He tells 

you this?", and Haldeman replied, "He tells me that he is sorry about this 

-3-
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because it will probably hurt Dean and it may hurt Bart," and that 

"he is looking at things a little different now." At this point there 

appears the notation "Materials not related to Presidential actions 

deleted." 

After the portion deleted, the President asked, "Has anything 

come out yet -- something implies that there are copies of a bill from 

the Watergate to the White House or not or has that not been said?" 

Haldeman said, "I am sure that it is the thing that follows all of 

them had access to everything -- involvement -- implication is clearly 

.there." The President said, "Everybody is sure trying to get in the 

act now. I see a message here from Steve that John (unintelligible) 

had thought about the Watergate and had some ideas he would like to 

pass along." (p. 9) 

-4-
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41. On April 14, 1973 the President met with Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

from 2:24 to 3:55 p.m. At this meeting Ehrlichman reported on his meeting 

with Mitchell. There was a discussion of the motive for the payments to 

the defendants and the transfer of the $350,~00 from the White House to 

the Committee for the Re-election of the President. The President instructed 

Ehrlichman to mee~ with Magruder. There was a discussion whether it 

~ould reduce thelikelihood of Department of Justice follow-up if Ehrlich

man gave a report to Kleindienst rather than Silbert. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of this conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prep~red. 

Page 

41.1 President Nixon daily diary, April 14, 1973, 
Exhibit 19, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73............... 778 

41.2 .House Judiciary Committee staff summary of White 
House edited transcript of a meeting among the 
President, H.R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman, 
April 14, 1973, 2:24-3:55 p.m........................... 781 
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·11:33 
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1:55 
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8:49 

8:56 
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12:02 
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p 

11:34 r 

12:54 P 
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The President motored from the South Grounds of the White Tioase 
to the office of his dentist, Dr. William 0. Chase, 1302 
18th St,; N.W. 

The President met with Dr. Chase. 

The President motored from Dr. Chctse's office to the South 
Grounds of the White House. 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephen ·B. 
Bull. 

The President talked with Secretary of Defense Elliott L. 
Richardson. 

The President met with: 
· John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 

H. R. Haldeman, Assistant 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President met with: 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assist.ant 
Gen. Alexander 11. H~ig, Jr., Army Vice Chief of Staff 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President went to the Oval Office .• 

The President ·met with Mr. Haldeman. 

The President went to the South Grounds of the White Rouse. 

The President greeted tourists being escort,ed by the Fir s t 
Lady on a tour bf the White House gardens . IncF1ded in the 
group were N3.yor Walter E. Wasr 'ngton (D-ifashington, D.C.) 
and winners of a poster cont l'st. sponsored b? the S.;cie!:y foi: i 
a Ho1·e Beautiful National Capi t n l, Inc. for a li s t o f I 
postt ~r. conte s t winners, !'::ee A!>r-r>.::rnx "A." ·1 

Membe:rs of the press, i.u/ oi.;-t 
White House photogr:-iphcr, in/out 

Tlw Presid ent, acccn.ipanic<l hy hi.s· Press Sec re ta::y, Ror.ald I . • 
Zie gler, return ed t o the Oval Of fice. 

·-'---'---------·----- --------- ,- . __ j 
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• WHITE hOUSE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON'S DAILY DIARY 

!'LACE J:AY UEGAN 

TIIE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

TIME 
PHONE 

P=-Pbccd 
R=:RccciycJ 

·---
.In 

2:23 ... ~ 

.... 
2:24 

3:55 

4:58 

5:15 

5:41 

5:45 

6:08 

8:11 

8:58 

Out 

2:24 

3:55 

lo 

4:59 P 

6:45 

R ,, . ..:. 

6:09 R 

9 :O!; 

LO 

\ 

R 

I 

DAT£ · (Mo .. O•i. Yr.} 11 

APRIL 14, 1973 j).tV 
-mie ·-· DAY ··,j - -

2: 23 p.m. SATURDAY 

ACTIVITY 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr . Ehrlichman 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President talked with the First Lady. 

The President met with: . . 

Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlich!llan 

The President was telephoned long distance by Senator Robert 
Dole (R-Kansas) in Salina, Kansas. Mr. Bull took the call. 

The President was telephoned by his daughter, Julie. The call 
was not completed. 

The President talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President reti;rned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady motored from the White House 
to the Washington Hilton Hotel. 

The President and the First Lady were greeted by: 
Edgar A • . Poe, correspondent for the New Orleans Tines-

1 
Picayu~ and outgoing President of the White House 
Correspondents' Association 

Ted Knap, corresponden,t:: for Scripps-Howard Newspaper 
Alliance and incoming President of the White House 
Correspondents' Associ'ation 

The Presidential party went to the head table in the 
International Ballroom. 

The President and the First Lady were guests of honor at a 
dinner hosted by the White House Correspondents' Asso~~iation. 
Mr. Knap presented the President wi.th a sterling silver 
re11lica of an 18th century globe crafted by Williarr. sbur!~ I 
silversmiths. For a list of other head table guests, see I 
APPEN!HX "fl." 
---}!embers -of the press, in/ out 

White Hous e photographer, in/out 
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1
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
1·.1,\Sf!It :CTO~f J>.C. 

L>.\n: c:.f.., .. D.i;·. Yr.) \ -;\ ,.:,,...... 

! 

' 

l' IIONE 
TIME p.,.. .. 1•1J,~d 

R-= Rc(ri,·cJ 
- -
lo Out 1.o I.D 

10:20 10:26 

10:28 

E:02 11:16 p 

11:20 p 

~-l' !{I_!_..---1-!!_,_121._L ____ \./_ . __ 
Tl:.tli D.\Y 

9:04 o,n. SATUIW,\Y 

AC.slVITY 

The President returned to his limousine. He was accompanied by: 
The First Lady 
Mr. Poe 
Hr. Knapp 

The President and the First Lady motored from the Washington 
Hilton Hotel to the South Grounds of the White House. 

The President and the First Lady returned to the second floor 
Residence. 

The President talked with Mr. Haldeman. 

The President telephoned Mr. Kissiuger. The call was not 
completed. 

11:22 11:53 p / The President talked with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

I 

For a record of the President's activities after midnight, see 
the Daily Diary for April 15, 1973. 

_____ L ___ L_-L- __ cn_t_s_v_,I_J_D ________ ~--------------------
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE 
EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

APRIL 14, 1973, 2:24 to 3:55 P.M. 

On April 14, 1973, the President met in the Oval Office 

with Haldeman and Ehrlichman, from 2:24 to 3:55 p.m. Ehrlichman 

told the President that he had finished a meeting with Mitchell. 

Ehrliclnnan said, "He is an innocent man in his heart and in his 

mind and he does not intend to move off that position." Ehrlichman 

stated that Mitchell "appreciated the message of the good feeling 

between you and him." The President said, "He got that, huh?" 

(p. 1) 

Ehrlichman stated that he began the meeting with Mitchell 

by pointing out that the subject was so difficult for the President 

to talk to him personally about, that the President had asked 

Ehrlichman to meet with him. Ehrlichman explained that he told 

Mitchell of the facts he had presented to the President, and while 

the conclusions "were admittedly hearsay," they "pointed in the dir

ection of the ex-soldier and Jeb's and other peopleo" Ehrlichman 

related that he told Mitchell that the President had instructed that 

Ehrlichman speak with these people because during the course of the 

investigation "we had discovered a frame of mind on the part of some 

people that they should stand mute in order to help the Presidento" 

(p. 1) Ehrlichman stated 6iat he told Mitchell that the President 

did not believe that the interests of the Presidency were served by 
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standing mute for that reason alone, although there might be plenty 

of other reasons to do so. Mitchell, Ehrlichman told the President, 

responded to this by stating that he understood the President "is 

reserving to me all my options," but that the reason he was remain

ing silent had nothing to do with either helping or hurting the 

Presidency but rather because "these characters pulled this thing 

off without my knowledge." Mitchell had said, "I never saw Liddy 

for months at a time." Ehrlichman told the President that Mitchell 

said, "I didn't know what they were up to" and that no one was more 

surprised than I was. Ehrlichman said that Mitchell "lobbed mud 

balls at the White House at every opportunity -- it was very 

interesting how he dragged it in. One after the other." (p. 2) 

Ehrlichman said that Mitchell explained "these meetings,'' 

were in Mitchell's office "Liddy put on this million dollar presen

tation which was perfectly ridiculous." Ehrlichman recalled that 

Mitchell pointed out that the ''origin of that, of course, was in the 

White House where Bob Haldeman and I talked about something called 

the Operation Sandwedge that was really the grandfather of this whole 

thing." Ehrlichman said Mitchell further said,"That was never put 

together because we couldn't get the right people to do it." (pp. 2-3) 

The President asked,"What is Operation Sandwedge?", and Haldeman replied 

"He is righ_t, 11 that "Jack Caulfield came up with that back in 1971, 

said we need some fellows to set up our own detail." 

Ehrlichman stated that Mitchell said there were only three 

meetings and did not believe there was a fourth. Haldeman said Mitchell 

-2.-
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wasn't in the fourth meeting, then Ehrlichman said Mitchell didn't 

refer to three or four, he referred to the meetings themselves and 

argued that there was no meeting after the million dollar meeting, 

to which Haldeman said,"Well, it wasn't that way." 

Mitchell, according to Ehrlichman, stated that Magruder 

"is going to have a problem with all of this because Dean talked 

Magruder into saying the wrong things to the Grand Jury." (pp. 3,4) 

The President said,'(§Y God, Mitchell was there?" and Ehrlichman 

said "Yep." The President asked what Dean said about it, and 

Ehrlichman said Dean said it was Mitchell and Magruder, and "It 

must have been the quietest meeting in history everybody's version 

is that the other two guys talked -- • 11 (p. 4) 

Ehrlichman said that Mitchell said he had been a very busy 

man and wasn't keeping track of what was going on at the Committee. 

Ehrlichman said Mitchell said. that this was engendered as a result 

of Hunt and Liddy going to Colson and getting Colson to make a phone 

call to Magruder, and that Mitchell was not aware that all that 

happened until Van Shumway brought Liddy into Mitchell's office some

time in June. (pp. 4, 5) Ehrlichman told Haldeman that he didn't 

know if Mitchell knew of Liddy's actions "[b]efore the discovery" but 

that Haldeman could listen to his meeting with Mitchell because he 

had it taped. (p. 5) 

Ehrlichman stated that he told Mitchell that the "Grand Jury, 

or the U.S. Attorney, felt they had John [Mitchell] wired," and 

Mitchell responded,"what possible evidence could they have to feel 
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that wayZ" Ehrlichman indicated that he told Mitchell that one version 

was that Magruder brought Mitchell a memo with a number of targets on 

it and that Mitchell checked off the targets he wanted. Mitchell, 

Ehrlichman noted, said, "Why nothing could be further from the truth 

than that." The President then said, "That was John Dean's version • 

• , •• That's what he said to Mitchell." Haldeman then said, "Right. 

Then what Mitchell said to me was that he did not -- he said I checked 

I signed off on it." The President said, "Go ahead," and Haldeman said, 

"I said you mean you initialed it and he said no." (p. 5) 

Ehrlichman then said he told Mitchell "they had testimony" 

that Liddy said to Hunt he knew Hunt didn't like this stuff "but we 

have to do it because Mr. Mitchell insists on it." Mitchell replied 

he did not see Liddy for five months from February to June. (pp. 5-6) 

Ehrlichman said Mitchell then said he thought Liddy was the source of 

a lot of his problems, using his name, etc., and that if he was indicted 

it would be very hard, but he had to think of his reputation, you can't 

let people get away with this kind of thing, and he would defend himself 

every way he can. {p. 6) Ehrlichman told the President that Mitchell 

said he was sorry that "so much of this is going to come to the White 

House because it certainly is not in the President's interest to have 

all of this kind of thing come out," and "[h]e made a great point. of.th~ 

$350,000." (p. 6) Ehrlichman said Mitchell said, "I am very vague on 

the facts of this," and Ehrlichman told Mitchell about Strachan because 

Strachan used to work for him. Ehrlichman said he told Mitchell that 

Strachan "has to go back and correct the $350,000 to $328,000." 
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Mitchell said, according to Ehrlich:man, that he "wasn't the only (unin

telligible) for that money," that Ehrlich:man would have to check with 

Dean on this but it was Mitchell's recollection that "Dean had Strachan 

draw other money out of that fund for payments to these defendants." 

(pp. 6-7) Ehrlich:man said he told Mitchell that was the first he had 

heard of that, that Ehrlichman widerstood that Strachan had g~ne to 

Bob and Bob had said send it back to the Connnittee and that Strachan 

took it to LaRue. According to Ehrlichman, Mitchell said, "Yes, I 

think that's the way it all went, but not witil some of it had been 

tapped by the defendants." Ehrlichman said to Mitchell, "It was 

not known to anyone over here who was going to receive it." (p. 7) 

Discussion followed about the $328,000, Haldeman saying it 

was not returned in one trip but it all went to LaRue. Haldeman des

cribed the sequence. He said, ''We wanted to get the money back to the 

Connnittee. The Committee wouldn't take it. Mitchell wouldn't let 

LaRue take it. I said give it all back. Mitchell said no. Then they 

got desperate for money, and being desperate for money took back -- I 

think it was $40,000. That is all they would take. I still said, Take 

it all back, not just a segment of it, and made the point that I didn't 

see what the problem was. If they needed money and we wanted to get 

rid of money, it seemed to me it was of mutual interest in working it 

out. And, that, then, was what happened. The balance -- 11 The 

President interjected, "Tell Strachan on Monday that he better be clear 

that he didn't give--," and Haldeman said, "Right." The President 

said, "Strachan has testified apparently that he gave the whole 

bundle at once," but Haldeman said, "No, he wasn't asked that." The 
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President said, "He wasn't asked?" Haldeman said, "His testimony in 

that area is not wrong," and the President said, "Good." (p. 8) 

Ehrlichman said he asked Mitchell what he thought "I ought 

to do with the information I had collected that last several weeks." 

Mitchell, Ehrlichman said, agreed with the idea that the information 

should be given to Kleindienst. (pp. 8-9) Ehrlichman stated that he 

told Mitchell "if you . . • get cracked in this case" Kleindienst would step 

aside, and that Ehrlichm.an said that he told Mitchell that Kleindienst 

was pushing for the appointment of a special prosecutor. Ehrlichman 

said that Mitchell opposed a special prosecutor idea but was in favor 

of appointment of a special counsel. (pp. 9-10) 

Ehrlichman remarked that Mitchell stated, upon learning that 

Kleindienst might step aside should Mitchell become involved, that "it's 

great to have friends isn't it? Especially the way we stuck by them." 

Ehrlichman said that Mitchell probably meant "the ITT business_. 

because of Kleindienst." Ehrlichman said Mitchell said he would be 

"very grateful if you would all kind of keep me posted" and that 

Mitchell "knew that we were talking to Chappie Rose." (p. 9) 

Ehrlichman said Mitchell asked him "what I heard about the 

prosecutor's view of Mitchell's involvement in the obstruction of 

justice suit." Ehrlichman said he told Mitchell "that I really had 

not been able to find anybody who was in a fishing -net, who really 

went to a defendant and said, 'Don't talk' •••• And he said, 'Well 

I really wonder if you ever will, other than th~ir lawyers.'" (p. 10) 
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Mitchell said, according to Ehrlichman, that his impression was that 

the lawyers "are the ones who are worried about their fees and who 

will really be coming to us rather than for any of us going to them 

to bring about a change in testimony." (pp. 10-11) Haldeman said 

Dean has been saying that all along and that "he says, 'I wasn't 

really worried about what they testified to. I was worried about 

what they would say to the press.'" Then Haldeman said "Exactly what 

Hunt made the challenge," Ehrlichman agreed, and then Haldeman said, 

"But somehow Dean doesn't see that that way." Ehrlichman said, "Well, 

we've got to talk to him some more." (p, 11) 

Ehrlichman told the President that he and Mitchell did not 

mention Martha at all. Ehrlichman said that he stated to Mitchell 

that the only way Ehrlichman knew that Mitchell was mentioned regarding 

the aftermath was that on occasion Mitchell would send Dean over "saying, 

'Hey we need money for this.' " Ehrlichman said Mitchell asked "Who told 

you that?", and Ehrlichman said he told Mitchell that it was common 

knowledge and that Dean will know that Mitchell told him that, (p. 11) 

Ehrlichman said he told Mitchell Dean had not been subpoenaed and had 

not testified and that "the way they are proceeding down there, it looks 

like they are losing interest in him." Ehrlichman said he told that to 

Mitchell "because I wanted him to be impressed with the fact that we were 

not jobbing him." {p. 11) 

Ehrlichman said he told Mitchell that Magruder intended to 

"make a clean breast of it" and further told Mitchell "that was first 

party information and very reliable," and that Magruder's statements 

could begin to unravel the "saint from the sinner in both directions." 
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Mitchell agreed with that. Mitchell, according to Ehrlichman, asked 

Ehrlichman which version Magruder was going to testify to, "Is it the 

one that he gave Bob and me in Bob's office, or is it some other 

version?" The President inquired as to the version Magruder gave Bob, 

to which Ehrlichman responded that Mitchell, in "another gigging of 

the White House," said that in Bob's office Magruder said that Haldeman 

"had cooked this whole thing up over here at the White House." (p. 12) 

On this point, Haldeman said that he had notes of that meeting. The 

President indicated that whatever Mitchell's theory is, "throwing off 

on the White House, won't help him one danm bit." {p. 13) Ehrlichman 

said, "Unless he can peddle the theory that Colson and others were 

effectively running the CoDU11ittee through Magruder and freezing him 

out of the operation which is kind of the story line he was giving me," 

and went on to say that Mitchell implied "it's Colson, J?ean and Bob 

working with Magruder, and that was sort of the way the line went." 

The President said, "No. The White House wasn't running the campaign 

committee." Haldeman said, ''He's got an impossible problem with that. 

The poor guy is pretty sad if he gets up there and says that. It is a 

problem for us, there is no question about it, but there is no way he 

can prove it." (p. 13) 

Discussion turned to whether Ehrlichman should keep his 4 o'clock 

'2ppointment with Magruder. Ehrlichman said that he saw no purpose in hold-

ing the meeting and Haldeman indicated that ''Magruder is already going to 

do what John is going to tell him to do." The President stated that, "Our 

purpose, as I understood it -- what I mean Bob, was for making a record." 
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Ehrlichman said, "Alright, For that purpose maybe I should," (p, 14) 

Haldeman said, "Ask him to tell you what he told me, and then you say, 

'Good,'" The President, however, said, "We would like to get the hell 

what he is going to say," The President then said, 11! would particularly 

like to get what the hell he is going to say about Strachan," and 

Ehrlichn),an said, "Alright." The President said, "You could say, 'Look, 

Jeb, I have to conduct this investigation on the White House. Tell me 

what you are going to say.' If he says Strachan knows, ask him how he 

knows he knows." Ehrlichman said, "Alright," The President then said, 

"Do you think we should ask him that or do you not want to dig him on 

that?" Haldeman said, "That's 0,K,," and Ehrlichman said "Once he tells 

me he intends to go forward to tell the truth, he has nothing to lose in 

talking to me." The President said, ''Without guiding or leading him, you 

can at least maybe get that out tonight." (pp. 14-15) Ehrlichman noted 

that Magruder's lawyer would be there, and the President said, "The other 

thing is what about of course, you realize that if he says something 

about Strachan then of course that puts an obligation on us to do some-

thing about Strachan doesn't it?" Ehrlichman said, "[At] least to corroborate 

it or investigate or go forward on it.'' (p. 15) 

Haldeman noted that he did not think that Magruder wanted to 

hang Strachan. Haldeman said, "That is the same kind of thinking as 

Strachan and Chapin, who were both very concerned about getting me into 

the Segretti thing •••• [T]hey see any involvement, any mentioning of 

the name as being a problem." (pp. 15-16) Magruder, according to 

Haldeman, said that the people he was going to hurt were Mitchell, Dean 

and maybe Strachan. Ehrlichman said, "This is probably a golden opportunity" 
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and the President said, "Right. To find out .• · •• You've got to 

find out what the hell he is going to say.(unintelligble) which 

is frightening to me, (unintelligible) rather than (unintelligible) 11 

(p. 17) 

The President stated that the key witness "there" is Hunt. 

(p. 18) Ehrlichman said a fellow like Bittman had probably negotiated 

immunity for himself. Ehrlichman also stated that Bittman was probably 

going to tell the prosecutors about a lot of conversations he had with 

a lot of people. Ehrlichman referred to the conversation Bittman had 

with Colson relating to Watergate. Haldeman said that Colson said that 

Bittman's recollection of the meeting would be exactly the same as 

Colson's, but that Bittman may draw conclusions from the conversation. 

The President asked if this was the clemency conversation and whether 

Bittman's conclusion would be that the President had offered clemency. 

Haldeman said that Bittman would conclude that Colson, because of his 

pull at the White House, would have Hunt out by Christmas. Colson, 

according to Ehrlichman, said he has a memo of his meeting with Bittman 

which says exactly what transpired at the meeting. (pp. 19 ... 20) 

The President asked, "You don't think this would lead to an 

indictment of Colson do you?" (p. 20) Ehrlichman stated that Dean 

thinks that everyone "in the place" is going to get indicted. Haldeman 

commented that Dean said that you could make a list of everyone who is 

technically indictable in the cover-up operation, and the list would 

include Mitchell, Haldeman, Ehrlichman, Colson, Dean, Strachan, Kalmbach, 

Kalmbach 1s go-between, Kalmbach's source, LaRue, Mardian, O'Brien, 
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Parkinson, Bittman and Htm.t. Haldeman stated that as an example of 

Dean's incredible analytical thinking, Dean suggested that maybe every

one on the list should take a guilty plea and get iunnediate clemency. 

(pp. 20, 21) Ehrlichm.an said, "No way" and the President said, "It's 

a shame. There could be clemency in this case at the proper time having 

in mind the extraordinary sentences of Magruder, etc., etc., but you 

know damn well it is ridiculous to talk about clemency. They all knew 

that. Colson knew that. I mean when you talked to Colson and he 

talked to me." (p. 21) 

Ehrlichm.an posed the question of whether he should arrange to 

meet with Kleindienst at 5 o'clock in order to "get this thing all 

wrapped up." The President asked Ehrlichm.an if it had been decided 

that "it should be Kleindienst rather than Silbert." Ehrlichm.an re

ported that Dean said, "Silbert would ask you to wait a minute and he 

would step out of the room and he would come back to get you and walk 

you right into the Grand Jury." Ehrlichman said that Dean believed 

that "the better out would be to go to Kleindienst who will probably 

step aside and refer you to Dean," who would tell Petersen that the White 

House had conducted an investigation and had "collected a bunch of hear

say," not containing "much new" but available if anybody wants it. 

Ehrlichman said that Petersen would then probably inform Silbert who 

would say, "I've got more than I can handle here now. We'll wait and 

interview that guy later." (p. 22) The President and Ehrlichman agreed 

that the purpose of doing this was to show that the White House had con

ducted an investigation and turned it over to the Grand Jury and Justice 

Department before the indictments. (p. 22) The President said he could 
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then say, "I had ordered an independent investigation at the time McCord 

had something to say. Right," and "At that time [Ehrlichman] conducted 

an investigation." (p. 23) Ehrlichman continued by noting that at the 

time he reported the tentative findings to the President, the President 

felt that they were sufficiently serious and that rather than hold on 

to their findi~gs they were turned over to the Department of Justice. 

(pp. 22-23) Ehrlichman said that it could be said that "you felt that 

one overriding aspect of the report was that some people evidently were 

hanging back feeling that they were somehow doing the President a favor. 

That the President had me personally transmit to them his views that 

this ought to be a complete open thing; that may or may not have played 

some part in--," and the President said, "Jeb Magruder's subsequent 

disclosures to the Grand Jury?" (p. 23) 

Ehrlichman told the President that if Mitchell is indicted 

he would probably be convicted. 

Ehrlichman said that he might have Dick and Jeb come over at 

5 o'clock to tell them what has been done and to tell them he will re

duce the report to typewriting. (p. 24) After some discussion of 

Mitchell's trial, the President said, "With you here, you men and Dean, 

without building stars -- well, we have a pretty big bag." Haldeman 

said, "Right. {unintelligible) his opinion is that they will not reach 

him. He does not think he is a target and he doesn't think he will be. 

He thinks he might be but he doesn't think he will and if he's not, that 

means they are just going to be targeting on the White House." (p. 25) 
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Ehrlichman said, "Well, I am not so sure of that," Haldeman said, "That's 

right, He said they may be after bigger targets," and Ehrlichman said, 

"Yeah. The same names are kind of pealing off, like yours truly." 

Haldeman said, "I think he is trying to get attention with that John," 

and Ehrlichman said, "He does believe me." After a discussion of Dean, 

and whether Magruder would ever testify publicly, instead of just before 

the Grand Jury, Haldeman said, "This stuff wasn't hanging on any of 

those things anyway and we just have to face that fact that whatever the 

story is it is going to be out. anyway." Ehrlichman said, "They will 

have the entire story out, plus probably two other stories that two 

others guys make up," and that. "anything and everything that is said will 

be believed." (p. 27) Haldeman said, "And at least some of which will 

be enormously damaging to us," Ehrlichman said, "There would no way--," 

and Haldeman said, "Not provable, but damaging--," and Ehrlichman said, 

"No way to deny it," The President then said, "It is terrible when they 

get such a big bag." (p. 28) 

They discussed cooperating with the Senate Select Committee, 

which the President opposed unless he "could get a resolution of the 

entire Republican Caucus in the Senate." (p. 29) After a colloquy 

about whether the Senate Select Committee could call indicted former 

Administration officials as witnesses, Haldeman suggested that the Ervin 

Committee was interested less in Watergate and more in the use and misuse 

of money, its sources and to whom it was disbursed. Ehrlichman reported 

that Mitchell said that they should establish that the $350,000 which 

went from Haldeman to Strachan to LaRue came from the pre-'72 campaign 

money. Haldeman said that money,was delivered from Sloan to Strachan 
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on April 6, 1972. Haldeman recounted that although there had been 

$1,600,000 left over from prior campaigns in 1972, "they convinced 

me that you don't want a million six ••• because under the new laws 

~ • • .There isn't that much stuff you can spend on that wouldn't 

be traceable." Continuing, Haldeman said, "And so somehow a figure 

of three-fifty was negotiated as being a reasonable figure that 

would cover what might come up that wouldn't be impossible. " 
(pp. 33-34) Thus, Haldeman reported that $1,300,000 of the left-

over funds were contributed to CRP and $350,000 was retained. "That's 

the way to argue that/' Ehrlichman commented. "That's the way it was," 

Haldeman replieda (p. 34) 

The President said, "We'll take a hell of a beating (unin

telligible) in the next thirty days, a lot of heat" (pp. 34-35) for 

not appearing before the Ervin Committee, and the group discussed how 

to answer the expected criticism. Haldeman suggested that "there 

ought to be a way to turn the Grand Jury thing strongly our way, which 

is that this proves the rightness of the President's approach of full 

cooperation with the proper processes of justice which is bringing 

people, even at the highest level, to account." ''You (unintelligible) 

cooperation," responded the President. (p. 36) 

Ehrlichman stated that 111 have to be unwilling to tell the 

press what I discovered because of the rights of individuals." (p. 36) 

He said, 111 could prejudice their rights in such a way that they ••• 

will never get a fair trial." ''What's wrong with prejudicing their 

rights?" asks Haldeman, "Get your indictment, but you don't get any

body in jailo" (p. 37) After Ehrlichman rehearsed responding to 
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reporters' questions on his investigation, apparently referring to 

their public relations posture, the President said, "It seems to me 

that a hell of a lot of the issue about do something involves our 

inability to (unintelligible) back that we're willing to cooperate. 

That we're willing to waive executive privilege and keeping our 

people silent." (p. 38) They then discussed positive and negative 

stories, the use of executive privilege before the Senate Select 

Committee, making a public statement about Ehrlichman's investigation 

before that Committee began hE!aring testimony, and having Haldeman make 

a statement about the Segrett:L matter. (pp. 38-48) In the course of 

the discussion, the President said, "So (unintelligible) what I'm 

trying to get is how you get his story out." (p. 45) 

In the course of discussing certain fund expenditures for 

advertising in the past, apparently in connection with an ad referred 

to as "Tell it to Hanoi," Hal deman said he was "scared to death it 

might be something,'' apparent l y referring to "a Colson ad", but he 

said "it wasn't" according to "(unintelligible)." Ehrlichman said 

"Mitchell kept lobbing out little tidbits about Colson's operation 

• 0 • • About sending rioters up to the Capitol steps and other things 

that he knew about." The President said, "Well, that was separate from 

all of Mitchell's stuff, though, wasn't it? What Colson did?" Ehrlich

man said, "he was saying it's really too bad that all this is coming 

out because there's so much sordid stuff that will be (unintelligible) 

to the White House," and the President said, "But sending rioters to 

the Capitol steps. What do you mean?" Haldeman responded, "They weren't 

rioters for heavens sake," and the President said, "Well, they named 
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demonstrators. Why do you tell me?" Ehrlichman said, "No, tell it 

to John Mitchel~' Haldeman said, "I don't think anybody (unintelligible) 

Colson can (unintelligible) rioters." (pp. 49-50) 

The President and Haldeman then put to Ehrlichman potential 

reporters' questions about his investigation and they discussed a 

proposed statement by Haldeman which would be keyed to the Senate 

Select Committee's announcement of the beginning of its hearings. 

Haldeman would say that it is apparent that it will not hear him 

soon, so he would like to .respond to charges which have been made, 

including ones relating to Watergate, Segretti and the $350,000. The 

President suggested that Haldeman not make countercharges, but respond 

only to charges then public. And the President said, "Now the only 

question that you have left is, I suppose, sort of the peripheral 

(unintelligible) Dean rumbling around here and asking you and Haldeman 

how about getting us some money for Watergate defendants. Damn. I 

can't believe it. I can't believe they'd (unintelligible) you for 

conspiracy if you were asked for that. Maybe they could." Haldeman 

said, "technically, I'm sure they could. Practically, it just seems 

awfully remote, but maybe that's wishful thinking," (p. 53) 

The President suggested that it would be helpful for Strachan 

to go back before the Grand Jury and testify as to what the $22,000 

was for. Soon thereafter, Ehrlichman began to leave the meeting, 

to prepare for a meeting which he had scheduled for 4:00 p.m. that 

afternoon with Magruder and his attorneys. 
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Ehrlichman said that he had "probably better get up and 

get set up for (unint ·elligible)." Haldeman said "there was something 

else on Gordon." The President said, "Gordon (unintelligible)," and 

Ehrlichman said, "I'm supposed to ask Gordon whether it was delivered 

in pieces?" The President said, "(Unintelligible) forty thousand 

dollars to (unintelligible) why did he deliver it (unintelligible) 

actually it was -- it was a large - that's a large amount of money." 

Ehrlichman replied, "No, they've already got him on that." The 

President said, "Oh, that (unintelligible)." (p. 54) 

Haldeman explained that his interest at that time was in 

delivering the money to CRP as quickly as possible. "I don't know 

what their (unintelligible) was, 11 he said. (p. 55) The President 

then said, "At the suggestion of (unintelligible) Magruder (unin

telligible) everything you can." {p. 55) Apparently as Ehrlichman 

left the room, the President said, "Just trying to get the facts 

and that's all there is to it •••• Be sure you convey my warm 

sentiments." (p. 55) 

Haldeman said that he ought to get Strachan squared away, 

and the President said, "Sure," "And if he (unintelligible)," 

Haldeman said. The President replied, ''Well, we1 ll see what this 

finally comes down to here (unintelligible) I firmly think -- frankly 

·1 should say I don't know, but based on what Ehrlichman tells me 

about (unintelligible) and that removes him from some other things 

he said. That's what makes (unintelligible) here. (Unintelligible) 

is the important thing." (pp. 55-56) 
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Haldeman said, ''Well (unintelligible) Dean. I can't understand 

because it's in his interest, as well as everyone else's, to see the motive 

grow with loyalty." The President said, ''I guess we' re not surprised at 

Mitchell, are we?" Haldeman saicJ,, ''No. It's party [sic] true." Haldeman 

said, "What h\'s saying is partly true. I don't think he did put it together." 

The President said that Mitchell "shouldn't throw the burden over here, 

Bob, on you." The President then said, "now, frankly, Colson I understand, 

Colson certainly put the heat on over there. I don't think John seriously 

(unintelligible) unless you put them up to this thing." Haldeman responded, 

"(Unintelligible) I didn't. He knows I didn't. No question of that." 

(p. 56) The President said, "I should think he knows it. (Unintelligible) 

himself. So his (unintelligible), huh?" The President said, "You know 

he'll never -- he'll never (unintelligible). What do you think about that 

as a possible thing -- does a trial of the former Attorney General of the 

United States bug him? This damn case!" The President said, "He'll have 

to take the stand at some points. (unintelligible) all this has happened 

now," and Haldeman said, "That's exactly the point. He's got no defense 

witness that can deny it." (p. 57) 

The conversation concluded with the President saying that "in 

one sense, Bob, it's better to (unintelligible) a couple of these small 

things but it's much better to hand it to the Grand Jury." (p. 57) 

Haldeman added that that proved that "the President's course was right," 

and that "the President wasn I t covering up. The President was cooperating 

with the proper place and the proper place has come to the proper result, 

which is to find out in an orderly manner without tarring innocent people, 

to find out what's going on." (p. 58) 
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42. On April 14, 1973 John Ehrlichman met with Jeb Magruder and 

his attorneys. Ehrlichman informed Magruder and his attorneys that 

he was conducting an investigation for the President. Magruder and 

his attorneys discussed with Ehrlichman the information which Magruder 

had disclosed to the prosecutors earlier that day to the effect that 

at a meeting in Key Biscayne Mitchell, LaRue and Magruder had partici

pated in an express and specific approval of the plan to break into and 

bug the DNC headquarters and to bug McGovern headquarters and the 

Fontainebleau headquarters of the Democratic Convention. 

42.1 Jeb Magruder testimony, 2 SSC 808 ••••••••••••••••••• 

42.2 John Ehrlichman testimony, 7 SSC 2765-66 •••••••••••• 

42.3 John Ehrlichman notes of a meeting with 
Jeb Magruder, April 14, 1973, SSC Exhibit 
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:Mr. D,\SH. And Mr . Haldeman knew that then, did he not~ 
Mr. MAGRUDER. I cannot recall in my meeting with him in January 

whether-yes, I am sure I did discuss those meetings, yes. 
Mr. D.\SH. So the attempt to get together and agree on that meet

ing was an attempt to get together and agree on at least from your 
point of view, would be the full story? 

'l\fr. )faGnUDER. That is correct, Mr. Haldeman recommended that 
Mr. Dean and )Ir. Mitchell and I meet, which we did that afternoon. 

Mr. DASH. What was. the result of that meeting1 
l\Ir. MAGRUDER. I realize that )fr. Dean had different opinions then 

as to what he would do probably, and so then my-I thought that 
probably it was more appropriate that even on that l\fonday that I 
get separate counsel so that I could get advice independent of the 
indh-iduals who had participated with me in these activities. 

:\Ir. DASH. In other words, you really could not agree at the meet-
ing with Mr. ·i\Iitchell and Mr. Dean. 

)Ir. :\faaRUDER. Well, it was cooperative. 
Mr. DASH. vVhat was Mr. Dean's ,position i 
Mr. MAGRUDER. He would not indicate a position. 
,)fr. DASH. All right. Did there come a time when you did get 

independent counsel 1 
·Mr. ·MAGRUDER. Yes, Mr. Parkinson, who was counsel of the com

mittee, recommended Mr. Bierbower and on that Saturday I went 
to meet him, he was out of the country, and I met him and we agreed, 
he agreed to be my counsel that Saturday evening. 

Mr. DASH. Did there come a time vd1en you decided that you should 
go to the U.S. attorney's office? 

Mr. MAGRUDER. Yes, that is correct. 
Mr. DASH. "When did you go to the U.S. attorney's office? 
Mr. MAGRUDER. ,v e agreed, they discussed the things with the U.S. 

attorney, I think on April 12 and I saw them informally on April 13 
and saw them formally on April 14 on Saturday, April 14. 

Mr. DASH. At that time did you tell everything to the assistant U.S. 
attorneys? 

Mr. MAGRUDER. Yes, I cooperated. 
Mr. DASH. Who did you meet with? . · 
Mr. MAGRUDER. Mr. Silbert, Mr. Glanzer, and l\Ir. Carnpbell. 
Mr. DASH. Did you tell them everything you are now teI1ing this 

committee 1 , _ . 
,--~r. MAGRUDER. Yes. 

Mr. DASH. Did you ha Ye a meeting afterward with Mr. Ehrlichman? 
l\Ir. ~L<\GRUDER. Yes, Mr. Ehrlichma ,n called while 1 was with the 

U.S. attorneys and asked me would I come over and talk to him about · 
the case. We talked to the U.S. attorneys and they agreed as a comtesy 
that we should and Mr. Bierbower and the other attorney with )Ir. 
Bierbo,ver and I ,vent to sec Mr. Ehrlichman that afternoon. 

:Mr. DASH. Then, according to that meeting that you had with )Ir. 
rlichman , what happened? 

1Ir .. MAGRum:n. "\Ve told him in rather capsule form basically what I 
d you this morning. 
~ fr. D,\SH. All right. 
Now, I ha,·e just two final questions. I wa1it to go back to the time 

when you came back from California to "\Yashington, putting yon back 
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tion of my interview with Mr. Kalmbach which I don't think that I 
have given to the committee staff; I am not sure. 

Senator MONTOYA. Aro you prepared to give it to us~. 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Oh, yes; certainly, certainly. 
Senator M:oNTOYA. 1Vould you do that? 
Mr. EnRLICID!AN. It may be that thev have it. That question came 

up this rnorniug and I don't' think we deci'ded for sure. 
Mr. DASH. "\Ve have a phone call transcription, not an interview. 
Mr. EunucHMAN. No, no; this is a narrative that I dictated after 

my interview with Mr. Kalmbach. 
Mr. DASH. No; we do not have that transcript. 
Mr. WILSON. Did I not give you, Mr. Dash-I think I gave to the 

U.S. attorney's office less than a one-page memo of a meeting between 
Mr. Ehrlichman and Mr. Kalmbach on April 6, 1973? 

Mr. DASH. No; Mr. Wilson, I have no recollection of that. 
Mr. WILSON, Wewillsupplyitrightnow. 
Mr. DASH. You may have given it to the prosecutor's office. 
Mr. vVn:,.qoN. Beg pardoni 
Mr. DASH. You may have given it to the prosecutor's office but not 

to this committee. · 
Mr. \VILSON". I always meant to give you the same things, but per

haps I didn't do it. 
Mr. DASH. I know you have tried, but if you have it, we would like 

to have it. 
Mr. Wru,oN. Sure. 
Senator MONTOYA .. 1Vho else did you take notes on~ 
Mr. EHRLICRMAN ... Just those that I mentioned this morning, Sena-

tor. Do you want me to go through that list again~ . 
Senator MONTOYA. No; I don't. I merely want you to tell this com

mittee what did you ascertain as a result of these interviews with 
respect to each of the individuals. 

Did they convey to you any indication that they might have been 
involved in the Watergate affair prior to .June 17 or in the coverup 
after June 1n 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir, they did. 
Senator MONTOYA. All right. 
Will you name those names~ 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. I wonder if I could refer to my notes 

in order to do that accurately 1 
__ ..._enator MONTOYA. Certainly you may. 

' r. EHRLICHMAN [ conferring with counsel J. I had this morning 
described fully the contents of my interview with Mr. O'Brien, I be
lieve. And also my interview with Mr. Dean. The one which remains, 
which is responsive to your question, I think, is my interview with 
Mr. Magruder on April 14 at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. His attorneys, 
l\f r. Sharp and Mr. ]3iel'bower, were with him at the time of the inter
view and they had just come from an interview with the U.S. at
torney. The intervieiw took about, I would guess about 11h hours, 
and if you like, Senator, I can just take you quickly through the nar
rative of what Mr. Magruder told me or I can pick things out, if you 
are interested in something particularly. 

1Senator MONTOYA. Just give me your conclusions from that inter
view. 
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l\fr. EHRLICHMAN. The conclusions from the interview were that 
Mr. Magruder and, according to him, Mr. Mitchell, and Mr. LaRue, 
participated in an express and specific approval of the plan to break 
into and bug the Democratic National Committee headquarters. That 
this was an agreement or an approval which occurred in Key Bis
cayne at a meeting attended by the three of them, and in addition to 
that particular project, McGovern headquarters and the Fontainebleu 
headquarters of the Democratic Convention were 1ikewiS£ to be 
bugged. · 

Senator MONTOYA. Wliat date was this, again? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. This was an interview which I held on April 14, 

1973. 
'Senator MoNTOYA. All right; proceed. 
Mr. EHRLICHl\'IAN. That, and here you understand, this is what Mr. 

Magruder is saying to me, I cannot vouch for the truth of this but it is 
what he reported to me. That the ·proposal which was approved at 
that time, had its genesis in a $1 million proposal which Mr. Dean 
and Mr. Liddy prepared. I asked him specifically about Mr. Dean 
because, as I say, I was focusing on v\<nite House people, and his de
scription of Mr. Dean's participation in that planning was quite active. · 
Mr. Liddy told Mr. Magruder, he said, that Mr. Dean had authorized 
the $1 million figure as the beginning budget level. 

Senator MoNTOY A. Did you, from your know ledge of the ,vhite 
House and the assig11lllent of Mr. Dean, reach a determination that 
Mr. Dean had that kind of ·authority 1 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Oh, no, no, indeed. 
Senator MONTOYA. You did not believe that, did you? 
!Mr. EHRLICHMAN. What Mr. Magruder was telling me1 
Senator MoNTOYA. Yes. 
Mr. EHRLICHl\-IAN. I did not know what to believe at this time, 

Senator. I was getting so many different hearsay stories from so many 
different people, I was not trying to evaluate what to believe and what 
not to believe. 

Senator MONTOYA. All right; proceed. 
Mr. EHRLICIBIAN. He said, he took me through the four meetings 

in early H>'i'2. 
Senator MONTOYA. I believe you testified to that and I do not want to 

go into repetition. · . 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes; this is out of Magruder';; mouth, and then he 

said at some point in time he informed Mr. Strachan, who was his 
primary contact at the White 'House, that they had an intelligence 
capability. He said, "I got no problems from ~Ir. Strachan and so I 
read that as an OK from nigher up." 

II asked him whether he had any knowledge of whether anyone 
higher up than Mr. Strachan in the White House had in :fact approved 
this, ·and he said he had no knowledge of any higher ups having done 

U' only. ·-and the only people in the ·White House that he focused on as 
aving any connection whatsoever with this were :Mr. Colson, Mr. 
trachan, Mr. Dean, and Mr. Howard. 

· Senator MONTOYA·. May I interject here. What particular authority 
did Mr. 'Strachan have vis-a-vis the White House? 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Mr. Strachan was about a fourth-level White 
Honse staffer with almost no authority of his own. · 
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43. On April 14, 1973 .the President met with Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

from 5:15 to 6:45 p.m. Ehrlichman reported to the President on his 

meeting with Magruder and his attorneys. The President instructed 

Haldeman to give Strachan a report of Magruder's testimony. There was 

a discussion of the motive for the payments to the defendants. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of th:ls conversation, the President has produced 

an edited transcript of that recording. A suuanary of that transcript 

has been prepared. 

43.1 

43.2 

John Ehrlichman testimony, 7 SSC 2757-58 •••••••••••••• 

President Nixon daily diary, April 14, 1973, 

Page 

812 

43.3 

Exhibit 19, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 ••••••••••••• 

House Judiciary Committee staff summary of White 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
among the President, H. R. Haldeman and John 
Ehrlichman, Ap.ril 14, 1973, 5:15-6:45 p.m ••••••••••••• 
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Senator GURNEY. Now, through this period of time, beginning with 
that assignment on-is it March 311 

Mr. EHRLICIUIAN. Thirtieth. 
Senator GURNEY. :March 30, were you reporting to the President 

what you were finding out? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I reported to him after I talked with Mr. O'Brien 

but very briefly on that subject, and I just said: "I am beginning to 
get a feel for this thing but I have got so much hearsay here I don't 
think it's worth taking a lot of your time." He said: "You know, what 

. are }'.ou finding out?" So~ said: "Wel~ he tells m~ there were these 
meetmgs back m the early times when Liddy had this plan, and so on." 
I took hint kind of sketchily throug-h the O'Brien busmess and I said: 
"This is hearsay two, three and m some case!:! four removed," and 
I said "We cannot move on something of this kind until we find out." 

Now, in San Clemente again when we came to this funny conflict be
tween ,Dean and }litchell, 1 mentioned that to him, and I said "\Ve a.re 
trying to get to the bottom of it," and two or three times he said "Have 
you got that figured out yet 1" and when we talked on the airplane 
go_ing back and ,ve talke.d about J?ean ~oin~ to the grand juFy a_nd he 
said ·finally "I am not gomg to wait, he 1s gom~ to go." He said: '·Have 
you ever figured out what that is," and I said "No, we -are going to 
ee Dean. 1-Ve don't know what that is." 

.. --•senator GURNEY. Well, now, did you make a complete report to the 
President~ 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. 
Senator GURNEY. When was that! . 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. That was on Saturda.y morning, April '14. 
Senator GURNEY; What did you tell him 1 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. ·well, I told him basically a narrative of my 

i~terviews with these various p~ple stai:ting with O'Brie;11 and run 4 

mng through everybody that 1s on this list except Mitchell and 
:Magruder whom I had not yet-with whom I had not yet talked and 
Strachan the second time when I got into the whole question of Bob 
Haldeman's involvement. 

Senator GURNEY. Now, so we ca.n wrap this up and I can release the 
floor here, did you at .that time give him a complete account · of Water
gate -as we know it now, and if you did not, what portions did you not 
tell him that you didn't know~ Perhaps we can get at it that way 
quickly. 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Well, I didn't know, for instance, any of the 
behind-the-scenes business of the money beyond what Paul O'Brien 
had given me here and a little feel of it that bean had ~ven me which 
I think I have just described to you about as well as I can. The sub
sequent interviews that I had with particularly Magruder that after
noon-you see the outcome of this report to the President was, he said 
"I want you to talk to :Magruder; I want you to talk to Mitchell," 
and then he also told me he wanted to find out more about Bob 
Haldeman's involvement. So those three followed that preliminary 
report an~ ~one of the things that I developed from any of them were 
included m 1t. 'When I completed them, then I came back and reported 
what those three individuals told me and laid that. out for him. 

Senator GURNEY. And was that a fairly complete account of 
"\Vatergate 1 
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Mr. EuRLICHllIAN. It included the planning meetings, it included 
the two entries, and the reasons for going back. It included quite a 
lot but not the whole storv of the coverup by any means. 

Senator GcRNEY. The f;ct that there had been one going on with
out all of the gory details. 

l\fr. EnRLICH:-.rAx. Right, and obstruction of justice, both from the 
committee and Mr. Dean's part in it, I am frank to say I did not feel, 
since the full implication of )Ir. Dean's involvement in the after
math yet at that time. 

Senator GtJRNEY .. And what date was that? 
l\fr. EHRLICHMAN. That was on Saturday, April 14. 
Senator GURXEY. What was the President's reaction? 

L:
J\fr. EHRUCHMAN. That I must immediately advise the Attorney 
ener-al, which I then did within the hour. · · 
Senator GURNEY. And that was the end of the meeting? 
l\fr. EHRLICHMAX. Yes; the meetings went on, however, the follow

mg day. The President had a long meeting with the Attorney Gen
eral and Mr. Petersen, who, in turn had had meetings with the prose-
cutor, then I had another meeting with the President because I had 
seen Gordon Strachan that morning while the Preside~t-Sunday 
morning-while the President was talking to the Attorney General 
and Mr. Petersen. So then, I had a further report to give to the Presi
dent, Sunday following that meeting that he had had. · 

Senator GlJRNEY'. Can you very briefly tell us the important parts 
of thati 

l\Ir. EHRLICHMAN [conferring with counsel]. 
Counsel reminds ,rhe that I should say we are a;dvised that the 

Attorney General had an all-night meeting Saturday night with Mr. 
Petersen and with the U.S. attorney and the prosecutors and posted 
himself on things. He then inet with the President after church Sun
day morning. I met with the President after that. We then had a 
further meeting later on that Sunday, I had one or two meetings, I 
forgot which, I gat. home and was told to turn around and come back 
so we had another Sunday night meeting at which the •President 
went over and over this information and I think it was at that time 
that I called :Mr.. Gray >and discovered the documents had been 
destroyed and so we went over that ·at length and implications of that 
and I had further conversations with the Attorney General, I guess, 
the next morning hut this went on over a period of about 4 days, Fri
day, Saturday, Sunday, Monday. 

Senator GURNEY. Then, it was April 11 that the President issued 
his statement that he was ·aware of new developments in Watergate? 

·~Ir. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. 
Senator GUR!l."EY. I think •I had better stop there. Thank you, Mr. 

Ehrlichman. 
Thank yon very mnch, Mr. Chairman. • 
Senato1.-ERnN."1The committee will stand in recess until 2 o'clock. 
[Whereupon, at 12 :20 p.m., the committee was recessed, to recon-

Yene at 2 p.m., this same day.] 

(813) 



43, 2 PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 14, 1973, E'XHIBIT 19, 
IN RE GRAND .JURY1 MISC. 47-73 

-.-------------------------------·-
'fHE w,1m: H"->USE Pf?ESIDENT RICHARD NIXON'S DAILY D!AHY 

r'::, ,:....:L;..i.;.. Record f..,, 1·ra11rl A,tivity) 

PLACE lJAY BEGAN 

•
1
· ":Xl·!ll.llT . _ APRIL lli 1973 ,:v-•· -~~-~·C.-,-·---94---i,r ;· G·. C"_ •. ~~·1.;•JMl:_·~f. ' DATE (Mc,., O.r, Yr.) ,, 

THE WHITE HOUSE ' ~1 (3J.) -:-:::.: . TIME DAY \J 

WASIII:~:ON. D. c ~~~~~~J 1~~•~=.k~~,81t------,.-cr-iv_
1

_TY _____ 7_:_5_5_a_._m_._s_A_TU_RD_A-'Y __ 1 

7:55 

8:02 

8:35 

8:44 

8~47 

8:54 

8:55 
9:00 

10:49 

11 :32 
11:32 

ll:33 

~ 12:53 ---
1:52 

1:55 

2:13 

2:23 

Out 

8:02 

. 8:35 

8:42 

8:49 

8:56 

11:31 
11:30 

p 

~p 

10:50 P 

12:30 
12:02 

11:34 P 

12:54 P 

2:13 

Lo LD 

The President motored from the South Grounds of the White House 
to the office·of his dentist, Dr. William O. Chase, 1302 
18th St., N.W. 

The President met with Dr. Chase • 

The President motored from Dr. Chase's office to the South 
Grounds of the White House •. 

The President went to his office in the EOB.
V 

' 

The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. 
Bull, 

The President talked with Secretary of Defense Elliott L. 
Richardson. 

The President met with: 
,John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
H. R. Haldeman, Assistant 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President met with: 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 
Gen, Alexander M. Haig, Jr., Army Vice Chief of Staff 

The President talked with Mr. Bull, 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Mr. Haldeman. 

The President went to the.South Grounds of the White House. 

The President greeted tourists being escorted by the First 
Lady on a tour of the White House gardens. Included in the. 
group were Mayor Walter E. Wasr'ngton (D-Washington, D.C.) 
and winners of a poster contest sponsored by the SGciety for 
a More Beautiful National Capital, Inc. For a list of 
poster contest winners, see APPENDIX "A." 

Members of the press, in/out 
\fuite House photographer, in/out 

Ror..ald L. 

._ ___ __,_ ___ _ J 
l[ The P,.esident, accompanied hy h:!.s Press Secretary, 

Ziegler, retu~ned to the Oval Office • 
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• WHITE hOUSE 

PLACE DAY BEGAN 

TIIE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Jo 

2:23 

2:24 

TIMll 

Out 

2:24 

3:55 

PHONE 
P=Placed 

R=-RecciyeJ 

Lo LO 

PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON'S DAILY DIARY 
(See Tnvcl Re(otJ for Travel Activity) 

ACTIVITY 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler, 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. ,Ehrlichman 

DATE (Mo., Day, Yr.) ~' 

APRIL 14, 1973 '/f'~ 
TIMI! DAY \J---
2: 23 p.m. SATURDAY 

. 3:55 

,...._4..,:58 

5:15 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

4:59 P The President talked with the First Lady. 

6 :45 The President i:net with: 

t 

5:41 

5:45 

6:08 

8:11 

8:58 

R 

6:09 R 

9:04 

Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman. 

R The President was telephoned long distance by Senator Robert 
Dole (R-Kansas) in Salina, Kansas. Mr. Bull took the call. 

The President was telephoned by his daughter, Julie, The call 
was not completed. 

The President talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady motored from the White House 
to the Washington Hilton Hotel. 

The President and the First Lady were greeted by: 
Edgar A. Poe, correspondent for the New Orleans Times

Picayune and outgoing President of the W'nite House 
Correspondents' Association 

Ted Knap, correspondent for Scripps-Howard Newspaper 
Alliance and incoming President of the ~'bite House 
Correspondents' Association 

The Presidential party went to the head table in the 
International Ballroom. 

The President and the First Lady were guests of honor at a 
dinner hosted by the White House Correspondents' Association. 
Mr. Knap presented the President with a sterling silver 
replica of an 18th century globe crafted by Williamsburs I 
silversmiths. For a list of othE>r head table guests, se.e 
APPENDIX "B." 

Members of the press, in/ out 
White House photographer, in/out 
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,{HITE HOUSE 

PU.CE OA Y IJEGAN 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON D.C. 

TIME 

la Out 

10:20 10:26 

10:28 

PHONE 
P=Placed 

R=-Rrcclvcd 

Lo LO 

....l 11:02 11:16 P 

11:20 p 

11:22 11:53 P 

r·· 

PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON'S DAILY DIARY 
(Sec Trawd Record for Tuvcl Activity) 

DATE (Mo., O,r. Yr. ) 

APRIL 14 1973 
TIME DAY 

9:04 .m. SATURDAY 

ACTIVITY 

lbe President returned to his . li1110usine. He was accompanied by: 
lbe First Lady 
Mr, Poe 
Mr, Knapp 

lbe President and the First Lady motored from the Washington 
Hilton Hotel to the South Grounds of the White House. 

'lhe President . and the First Lady retunied to the second floor 
Residence. 

lbe President talked with Mr. Haldeman • 

lbe President telephoned Mr, Kissii:.ger. l'he call was not 
completed, 

l'he President talked with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

For a record of the President's activities after midnight~ see 
the Daily Diary for April 15, 1973. 
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SUMMARY C<J WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 14, 1973, 5:15 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

On April 14, 1973, the President met with Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

from 5:15 to 6:45 p.m. The White House edited transcript begins with a 

notation that 'Miaterial unrelated to Presidential Actions" was deleted. 

(p. 1) Ehrlichman said that he had talked to Magruder and his lawyers 

following their conference with the U. S. Attorney, and that Magruder 

voluntarily gave Ehrlichman his whole testimony. Haldeman said that he 

"talked about the case in the most coherent way we've ever had." 

Ehrlichman said, "this has the ring of truth about it" and he was a con

vincing witness. (p. 1) Haldeman connnented that it "is not in conflict 

with anything else you've got, and almost totally corroborates everything 

else you've got except you get to the end · of it this time." {p. 2) 

Ehrlichman related Magruder's testimony to the President: 

"This all starts" with the contrivance of Operation Sandwedge 

by Dean, Caulfield and Magruder in September, 1971. Dean subsequently 

approved of Liddy, who formulated proposals for intelligence operations, 

the first two of which were rejected by Mitchell. Liddy then developed 

a "quarter million dollar" proposal in writing with a budget, but Magruder 

wasn't satisfied with it.· "Finally, Colson called with Liddy and Hunt in 

his office -- talked vigorously." He {apparently Magruder) finally said, 

" Well all right, I'll start this moving. 11 There is an indication that 

someone "was insisting upon ••• information on Larry O'Brien. That was 

the thing he called about and that was the thing he had been driving at." 
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Magruder and LaRue went to Key Biscayne "around the end of March," to 

present the proposal to Mitchell. "It involved bugging three places -

Watergate, McGovern Headquarters and the ·Fentaine B1eau[sic] ••• In the 

conversation, Mitchell orally approved it •••• He said ••• 'Nobody felt 

comfortable in this thing but we were sort of bull-dozed into it,'" The 

President said, "By Colson?" Ehrlichman replied, "That's the inference." 

(pp. 2-4) 

As for Strachan's involvement, Magruder had furnished Strachan 

a copy of the written budget for the "quarter million dollar" proposal 

which was "very specific in terms of the kinds of equipment to be used." 

He informed Strachan orally that he was going ahead with it, .and said, 

"'I read his non-response as OK from higher-up. I am not able to say of 

my own knowledge that there was any knowledge of anyone higher-up.f" 

{pp. 3-5) 

The results obtained from the first break-in were "junk." 

Magruder sent Mitchell "a synopses of the pictures." Mitchell thought 

it was so bad he called Liddy and "chewed him out.-" Liddy told Mitchell 

he would "take care of it," and the next break-in "was entirely on Liddy's 

own notion," without the knowledge of Magruder or Mitchell. Magruder told 

Strachan about the synopses;[h]e may have come over and read them." 

Haldeman interjected that Strachan told him, "'I stopped reading the 

synopses, and they were -- we had 'em here. "' {pp. 5-6) 

Magruder gave Ehrlichman the names of those in the White House 

who were "involved in this whole thing." Ehrlichman said Magruder told 
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him that ''Dick Howard, some of Colson's people, and a lot of the secre

taries in the EOB, have various information about a lot of different pro

jects, they had pickets -- all kinds of things that will come pouripg _out 

in the process of this whole thing." Magruder said no one else was 

involved in the burglary. (pp. · 6-7) 

With respect to Colson, Magruder said, "'The U.S. Attorney is 

hot after Colson"'; they knew he was close to Hunt but the only thing 

Magruder knew they had on him was the phone call to Magruder. Magruder's 

lawyer also told Ehrlichman that the U. s. Attorney told him that "'Hunt 

had re-perjured himself with respect to Colson' -- when he was called back 

in under immunity and testified as to the break-in, and the capture of 

the burglars, and the cover-up." (p. 7) 

With respect to the cover-up, "Dean divised [sic] a cover story, 

in concert with these other people, and enlisted Bart Porter who went to 

the Grand Jury and perjured himself in concert with the cover story." 

Dean prepared Magruder and others for Grand Jury testimony, and leaked 

Grand Jury information to people at CRP. (Ehrlichman said that the U, S. 

Attorney knew Dean did so, that it was illegal, and he assumed Dean got 

it from Henry Petersen.) $1,500,000 in cash was distribufed; it went to 

persons on '"the famous list,'" and LaRue and Stans knew about it, 

(Ehrlichman said that he would check his notes with O'Brien and "O'Brien 

may have told me about that.") The three fifty was a part of that. Magruder 

said that Mitchell told him, '"Don't talk."' (pp. 7-8) 
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With respect to the implication of others: "Haldeman 1s very 

much a target of the U.S. Attorney. So far they indicated that he was 

implicated only by association with other people -- meaning Strachan pre

sumably; ••• [a)nd LaRue, of course, and Mardian, largely on obstruction. 

They are developing many counts of obstruction of justice." One of 

Magruder's attorneys told Ehrlichman that "he did not think they had 

anything" (apparently on Haldeman), that "'this thing is rapidly de

teriorating,'" but that '"[i)n all of this I don't see any evidence of the 

involvement of the President. '" (pp. 9-10) 

Ehrlichman proposed that he tell Kleindienst that Magruder 

had just disclosed to him what Magruder told the U.S. Attorney, that 

Ehrlichman really had nothing to add, but that he did want Kleindienst 

to be aware of the work that was done and of his meetings with Magruder 

and Mitchell. Haldeman added that Ehrlichman should tell Kleindienst that 

the purpose of his meetings with Mitchell and Magruder was "to make the 

point to them that they should not go on -- on the misguided assumption 

that that was for the Presidency ••• " {pp. 10-11) 

The President and Haldeman decided that Strachan, who was going 

before the Grand Jury in two days, should "be given this information so 

he doesn't perjure himself." Haldeman said he didn't think Strachan had 

testified on any of this so he didn't have any perjury problem. Haldeman 

said, "What he has to do is prove the defense that--," the President 

added, "Meets these points." Haldeman said Strachan could "keep himself 

as an office boy, which is what he was," and described how Strachan might 

-4-

(820) 



43.3 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SU1"'1ARY OF WHITE HOUSE 

EDITED TRANSCRIP.f OF APRIL 14, 1973, 5: 15 - 6:45 P.M. MEETING 

testify. Ehrlichman interjected, "I think Gordon knows how to deal with 

that if you give it to him." (pp. 11-12) 

Haldeman said, discussing Magruder's story, ''When he got · down 

to it, he told the truth. And when he is talking about us, at least, he 

is bringing us into it." Haldeman said that Magruder's testimony might 

involve him 'ti>y indirection" in meetings concerning Sandwedge and the 

Liddy Plan, but that when he (apparently Dean) came to Haldeman after 

"that second meeting," Haldeman had said, 111 It can't be done ••• John, 

get out of it. You stay out of this, too' ••• and I suspect he did." 

(p. 13) 

Haldeman further said that he was not uncomfortable with "the 

three fifty;• but Dean is. Ehrlichman said he thought the U.S. Attorney's 

office was J'after Colson, you, me and by me, I say to the highest level 

provable - objective." (pp. 13--14) 

The President said he thought that McCord1s testimony at the 

Ervin Committee would prejudice the cases of the defendants, and asked 

about "negotiations with Ervin on Monday." (p. L.5) 

At this point, Ehrlichman made a telephone call to Kleindienst. 

Following Ehrlichman's telephone conversation with Kleindienst, 

the President asked Ehrlichman about Colson. Ehrlichman responded that 

''Magruder doesn't lay a glove on him. 11 
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"But he says they're hot after him," the President said. "Of course the 

only thing They [sic] would be hot after him is on the -- ah -- Hunt." 

Ehrlichman said, "His connection with Hunt." He explained that their premise 

apparently was, according to their lawyers, that everything Hunt knew, Colson 

knew. The President said that therefore they would try to get Hunt in and 

' 1lay a glove on Colson." Haldeman said, "It would be Colson 's role 

(unintelligible)." Ehrlichman said that Kleindienst said, for reasons, that 

"I have to be~ careful about who I communicate with, for the next little 

while." The President said, "OK." Ehrlichman continued that Kleindienst 

wanted him to meet with Henry Petersen the next day, that Ehrlichman was 

possessed of information establishing the commission of a crime, "And I've 

got to be darn careful about who I talk to." (p. 21) Ehrlichman said 

that Kleindienst "wishes we'd get a special prosecutor," but Ehrlichman 

thought "it would be very bad." The President asked him to tell that to 

Kleindienst, and said, "I have just decided against it." Ehrlichman 

agreed. (p. 22) 

They discussed the possibility of Kleindienst's resigning. The 

President asked, if he did resign, if they might appoint Sneed or "our 

friend over at HUD." The President said, "Ehrlichman should get out the 

facts that he has made this investigation, that we weren't drug kicking 

and screaming into this thing. I don't know." Ehrlichman said that he 

might have a legal problem and would talk to Kleindienst the next day. 

The President said, ''Yeah -- it may be a real problem." (p. 23) 

They discussed what Ziegler should say about Mitchell's visit 

to the White House, and whether the Ervin Counnittee hearings might be 

anti-climactic if "the big fish have been indicted." The President urged 
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Haldeman to get a statement out fairly soon, adding, "I've got to get 

some appearance of cooperation." (pp. 23-24) 

The President then said, "what do you do about Dean." Haldeman 

asked if Magruder guessed Dean would be indicted. Ehrlichman stated that 

"Magruder does not link Dean with the break-in and the bugging • 

••• And he is not a participant in the Liddy, Magruder quarter-million 

take it to Florida plan." The President responded that "They get him 

for the aftermath • • • and the obstruction." · (pp. 24-25) 

There is a discussion of the possible implication of Colson, 

and Ehrlichman described someone (apparently Magruder) as "Completely 

relaxed in this. A smile on his face," and having said, "I hope this 

isn't going to be for too long." The President said, "It's the right thing. 

- We all have to do the right thing. Damn it! We just cannot have this kind 

of a business, John. Just cannot be." Haldeman said, "According .to Magruder 

-- Magruder said the same thing, Of course, they think I'm just more 

trapped --. 11 The President said, "I think Mitchell is beyond belief or do 

you think ( unintelligible) , " (p. 26) 

There followed brief remarks about LaRue, Liddy and Dean. The 

President asked whether "the Haldeman statement" should be made now, and 

"[w]hat does he say of Haldeman?" Ehrlichman said he suspected Strachan 

was not going to corroborate anything. ·The President urged Haldeman to 

"get it out." Haldeman expressed reservations about being "out front." 

(pp. 26-27) 
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The President said," ••• we'll take all the people, any 

members of the White House staff, with •• , any executive privilege 

waived reserved to be decided in executive session. How does that sound 

to you?" Ehrlichman replied that every question of White House staff 

members should be subject to objection for executive privilege. {pp. 27-28) 

They discussed letting Dean testify in executive session. Haldeman sug

gested that "Dean may be into this where they can't call him anyway." 

(p. 29) 

There followed a discussion which apparently concerned the 

public relations aspects of the Grand Jury and Ervin Connnittee proceedings. 

{pp. 30-32) 

Haldeman said that if the situation was going to get worse, 

then maybe the President had to do something. If this was as bad as.it 

was going to get, Haldeman said, "maybe you're better off not doing 

anything," but if it was going to get worse, "if you think you're going 

to swing," then the Republican House would meet and pass a resolution, 

.probably a unanimous resolution, "calling on the President." The President 

said, "I think it's very close to that right now. I think this would 

trigger it, without question. They would be so horrified about that--." 

Haldeman said, "Could be," Some would say, according to Haldeman, ''Well, 

thank God, it's all been cleared up now. Let's forget all this other--" 

and some would say, "It's now clear the White House wasn't involved, And 

thank God they weren't. And it's clear the President wasn't involved 

and thank God he wasn't. It's a tragedy that that great man, John 

Mitcllell, was.'' 
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The President replied, "Except that you've got a fair chance that 

Dean will go. A fair ·chance that someone will break," Ehrlichman said 

that he would "spotlight it as the umbilical cord at the White House and 

the Committee" and the question would be what was the other end of the umbilical 

cord. The President said, "Then, you don I t think -- You don't think there's 

much -- Dean, no, Dean I s high enough." Haldeman responded by saying, "The 

believable mess of it is being answered by this. 'There is -- somebody 

higher than Gordon Liddy had to have agreed to spend a quarter of a million 

dollars to bug the Democratic National Coremittee. "' "Now you've got that 

somebody," said Ehrlichman, "That's Mitchell," said the President, Haldeman 

continued, "Now that you've got somebody who was, you've got a believeable 

.case where you can now say, 1Well,so there was some other stuff going on 

but this was where the problem was ·. 111 The President said, "I don't know 

what the stink --·" Haldeman said, "Maybe the answer II (pp, 32-34) 

The President stated that he would like to get Segretti out in 

their formal announcement and apparently suggested mentioning Haldeman 

in connection with S~gretti. Haldeman said, "The Ziegler or Kissinger 

view is very strongly that that's what I shouldn't do." The President 

added that such an announcement would likely cause "several other Repub

licans and the like" to call for Haldeman's resignation, Haldeman said 

that the President would have to decide if Haldeman should resign, but 

that'1,t/he prol- 1.em with that is if I go on the basis of the Segretti 

matter, you've got to let Dean go on the basis of his implication, which 

is far worse, 11 (pp, 34-36) 
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Haldeman also stated that'll/£ he's [apparently Dean] going to 

ring Ehrlichman in, you are going to have to let him go." Ehrlichman 

responded that he might implicate Ehrlichman in Kalmbach's raising money 

to keep the defendants "on the reservation," but that Ehrlichman did not 

refer Dean to Kalmbach. Rather Dean "came to me and said, 'May I go to 

Kalmbach.'" The President said, "With that they could try to tie you 

and Bob in a conspiracy to obstruct justice." (pp. 36-37) 

The President asked, referring to the aftermath, "if you or Bob 

were asked, what do you say?" Ehrlichman replied that he was concerned 

al,out persons who "could go out, sell their stories to one magazine or 

another ••• particularly Hunt who is kind of an author type and would 

be inclined to do that kind of thing." And, said Haldeman, that was 

no part of who was or wasn't guilty or where the thing led. The President 

said, "I see." Haldeman said, "That's exactly right. We aren't protecting 

anybody." "I'm even willing to buy that," · Ehrlichman said. Haldeman said 

he knew and he said that to John and John didn't agree with him. "I wish 

we could keep Dean away from that," the President said. (p. 38) 

The discussion apparently turned to public relations, the Ervin 

Committee, and Haldeman's statement. Then Haldeman responded that ''Magruder 

or somebody" would likely call for Haldeman's resignation for hiring Segretti, 

and that he would not like to resign, but was willing to do so ''without 

creating any sticky problems." (pp. 38-40) A policy concerning resign;, 

tions and leaves for those accused was discussed. (pp. 40-41) 
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There followed a discussion of the arrangements with Ervin. 

The President stated that Ehrlichman should "meet with Ervin and cut the 

deal_ and then even though there isn't much of a compromise. You could 

say'We worked on a compromise under which there is an executive session.'" 

The President continued, ''Dean in Executive session is a very nice way 

to cut a loss, huh?" and said, "We put a story out which will keep the 

enemy a little cool for a while, huh?" (p. 42) 

They then discussed the timing of the statements by the Presi

dent, Haldeman and Ehrlichman. (p. 43) 

The President told Haldeman that Haldeman's problem was Strachan, 

not Segretti. Haldeman said, "I've got to cover myself on the Strachan 

thing, • , this guy -- should not be built up as a central figure, nor 

should I start to explain his every action. I can't. Some of his actions 

were obviously carried out unilaterally." (pp. 43-44) 

The President said that he thought'some of Magruder's stuff 

could be pretty lively," and that he thought "it's probably basically 

true." He asked how you remember that far back. Haldeman said you 

couldn't be that precise, and the President agreed, saying "[y]ou remember 

the things that you want to remember, pretty much." Haldeman said that 

was especially so "when you've lived through a whole series of varying, 

very heated drives [sic] [l]ike he has." The President said that 

"You've got to remember" that Magruder would be "potent" as a witness, and 

Haldeman said Strachan would be "a strong witness too." The President said, 

"And they will say, 'And who's going to lie? I mean, here's a guy who has 

a record of lying. He lied. Are you going to take his word against Strachan 

who did not lie. He came back to the U.S. Attorney.'" 
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Haldeman said that they could produce people around here who could give 

five different stories Magruder had told. (pp. 44-45) 

The President asked what Colson was going to be doing, and 

Ehrlichman said that he was undoubtedly sending all kinds of signals to 

Hunt. (P. 45) 

The President said that it would soon be different, sooner than they 

thought. He continued, "[T)he thing about all this that has concerned me 

is dragging the damn thing out. Dragging it out and being -- and having 

it be the only issue in town. Now the thing to do now, have done. Indict 

Mitchell and all the rest and there'll be a horrible two weeks -- a horrible, 

terrible scandal, worse than Teapot Dome and so forth. And it isn't -

doesn't have anything to .do with Teapot." The President said, "I mean there 

is no venality involved in the damn thing, no thievery or anything of that 

sort of thing. Nobody got any papers." Ehrlichman said, "Yeah. That's true." 

Haldeman said, "Glad to hear it." The President said, "The bad part of it is 

the fact that the Attorney General,and the obstruction of justice thing 

which it appears to be. And yet, they ought to go up fighting, in my view, 

a fighting position on that. I think they all ought to fight. That this was 

not an obstruction of justice, we were simply . trying to help these defendants." 

Ehrlichman said, "I agree. I think it's all the defendants, obviously." 

The President said, "I know if they could get together on the strategy. 

It would be pretty good for them." Ehrlichman said, "Well, I think, 

undoubtedly, that will shake down." (pp. 46-47) 

-12-

(828) 



44. On April 14, 1973, at approximately 6:00 p.m. and during the 

meeting specified in the preceding paragraph, Ehrlichman telephoned 

Kleindienst. Ehrlichman told Kleindienst that he had been conducting 

an investigation for the President. There was a discussion of what 

Ehrlichman should do with the information he had uncovered. Kleindienst 

has testified that Ehrlichman told him that the testimony that Magruder 

had given to the U.S. Attorneys would implicate people high and low in 

the White House and in the campaign connnittee. The President has produced 

an edited transcript of this conversation. According to this transcript 

Ehrlichman stated that the information provided by Magruder implicated 

people up and down in the Committee to Re-elect; and, when Kleindienst 

asked who Magruder implicated besides himself and Mitchell, Ehrlichman 

answered Dean, LaRue, Mardian and Porter. 
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Senator GURNEY. Now, through this period of time, beginning with 
that assignment on-is it March 31 ? 

:Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Thirtieth. 
Senator GURNEY. March 30, were you reporting to the President 

what yon were finding out? 
}fr. EHRLICHMAN. I reported to him after I talked with l\Ir. O'Brien 

but very briefly on that subject, and I just said: "I am beginning to 
get a :feel for th.is thing but I have got so much hearsay here I don't 
think it's worth taking a lot of your time/' He said : '"You know, what 

. are you .finding out?" So I said : ""\Vell he tells me t~ere were these 
meetings back m the early times when Liddy had this plan, and so on." 
I took him kind o:f sketchily through the O'Brien busmess and I said: 
"This is hearsay two, three and m some cases four removed," and 
I said ""\Ve cannot move on something of this kind until we .find out.'' 

Now, in San Clemente again when we came to this funny conflict be
tween Dean and Mitchell, I mentioned t-hat to him, and I said ""\Ve are 
trying to get to the bottom of it," and two or three times he said "Have 
you got that .figured out yet?" ·and when we talked on the airplane 
going back and we talked about Dean goin~ to the grand jury and he 
said finally "I am not going to wait, he is gomg to go." He said: "Have 
you ever .figured out what that is," and I said "No, we are going to 
see Dean. We don't know what that is." 

Senator GUR..~EY. "\Veil, now, did you make a complete report to the 
President1 

l\,fr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. 
Senator GURNEY. When was that? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. That was on Saturday morning, April 114. 
Senator GURNEY. What did you tell him'? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Well, I told him basically a narrative of my 

interviews with these various people starting with O'Brien and run
ning through everybody that is on this list except Mitchell and 
.Magruder whom I had not yet-with whom I had not yet talked and 
Strachan the second time when I got into the whole question of Bob 
Haldeman's involvement. 

Senator GURNEY. Now, so we can wrap this up and I can release the 
floor here, did you ·at that time give him a complete account of Water
gate as we know it now, and if you did not, what portions did you not 
tell him that you didn't know? Perhaps we can get at it that way 
quickly. 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Well, I didn't know, for instance, any of the 
behind-the-scenes business of the money beyond what Paul O'Brien 
had given me here and a little feel of it that Dean had given me which 
I think I have just described to you about as well as I can. The sub
sequent interviews that I had with particularly Magruder that after
noon-you see the outcome of this report to the President was, he said 
"I want you to talk to Magruder; I want you to talk to Mitchell," 
and then he also told me he wanted to find out more about Bob 
Haldeman's involvement. So those three followed that preliminary 
repor:t and none of the things that I developed from any of them were 
included in it. ·when I completed them, then I came back and reported 

r at those three individuals told me and laid that out for. him. 
Senator GURNEY. And was that a fairly complete account of 
atergate? · 
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ifr. EnRLICH:!>fAN. It included the planning meetings, it included 
the two entries, and the reasons for going back. It included quite a 
lot but not the whole story of the coverup by any means. 

Senator GURNEY. The fact that there had been one going on with
out all of the Q"ory details. 

Mr. EHRLIC1L',IAN. Right, and obstruction of justice, both from the 
committee and :Mr. Dean's part in it, I am frank to say I did not feel, 
since the full implication of Mr. Dean's involvement in the after
math yet at that time. 

Senator GURNEY. And what date was that 1 
Mr. EHRI,ICHMAN. That was on Saturday, April 14. 
Senator GURNEY. What was the President's reaction? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. That I must immediately advise the Attorney 

lJ
neral, which I then did within the hour. 
Senator GURNEY. And that was the end of the meeting 1 
Mr. EnRLICIBIAN. Yes; the meetings wen.ton, however, the follow

day. The President had a long meeting with the Attorney Gen
eral and Mr. Petersen, who, in turn had had meetings with the prose
cutor, then I had another meeting with the President because I had 
seen Gordon Strachan that morning while the President-Sunday 
morning-while the President was talking to the Attorney General 
and l\fr. Petersen. So then, I had a further report to give to.the Presi
dent, Sunday following that meeting that he had had. 

Senator GURNEY. Can you very briefly tell us the important parts 
of that? 

l\Ir. EHRLICHMAN [conferring with counsel]. 
Counsel reminds me that T should say we are >a:dvised that the 

Attorney General had an all-night meeting Saturday night with Mr. 
Petersen and with the U.S. attorney and the prosecutors and posted 
himself on things. He then met with the President aft.er church Sun
day morning. I met with the President after that. We then had a 
further meeting later on tha:t Sunday, I had one or two meetings, I 
forgot which, I got home and was told to turn around and come back 
so we had another Sunday night meeting at which the President 
went over and over this information and I think it was at that time 
that I called Mr. Gray •and discovered the documents had been 
destroyed and so we went over that ·at length and implications of that 
and I had further conversations with the Attorney General, I guess, 
the next morning hut this went on over a 'Period of about 4 days, Fri
day, Saturday, Sunday, Monday. 

-Senator GURNEY. Then, it was April 17 that the President issued 
his sta:t-Oment that he was ·aware of new developments in Watergatei 

•l\fr. ·EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. 
'Senator GURNEY. I think •I had better stop there. Thank you, Mr. 

Ehrlichman. 
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. • · 
Senator ERVIN. The committee will stand in recess. until 2 o'clock. 
[Whereupon, at 12 :20 p.m., the committee was recessed, to recon-

vene at 2 p.m., this same day.] 
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are, it just didn't come up. I know if he had told me that I would ham 
>ecifically directed him not to do so. 
Mr. Trro~rrsox . .Mr. Klei.ndienst, when }fr. Ehrlichman called yott 

n April 14, did he discuss the fact that he was conducting or had con-
ucted his own investigation'? · 
}fr. KLErXDIENST. Yes, he did, and based upon rernlations made 

here, I assume that is one of the calls that was taped. On Saturday 
afternoon, April 14, I was again out at the Burning Tree Club. I want 
to tell the chairman that I only play golf on Saturday and I don't do 
it on Sunday, and a lot of these meetmgs occurred on Saturday. So I 
don't want you to think I am completely profligate. 

Senator ERVIN. The chairman had to observe that he, the chairman, 
has never had a golf stick in his hand, he has had too many other things 
to do. · 

:Mr. KLEINDIENST. ;I feel sorry for you, :Mr. Chairman. 
·well anyway, back at Burning Tree: About 3 :30 in the afternoon, I 

got a: call from Jan Hruska, l!iss Hruska, who is lir. Ehrlichman's 
secretary, and she said, "Mr. Kleindienst, Mr. Ehrlichman is ioing to 
want you fo come down to the ·white House and see him this after
noon." And I said, "Jan, that is all right with me if I can come down 
right now because I am going to the White House correspondents' din
ner and I have to be at a reception at 6 o'clock and if it is going to be 
delayed I will not be able to come down." She said, "I will call you right 
back." A couple of minutes later she called me right back and said, 
""Where can you be on the telephone at 5 :30~" and I said, "I will be at 
home." She said, "Fine, Mr. Ehrlichman will call you at home at 5 :30 
p.m." I rushed home from Burning Tree, changed my clothes, and was 
dressed, ready to go to be there by 6 p.m., so after I talked with Mr. 
Ehrlichman I could make my 6 o'clock reception. 

Mr. Ehrlichman started out, and again, I think he said, "General," 
· but I am not sure, I would like to see the tape of it. 

"General, I have been meaning to call you and give you a report but 
I have been too busy and I haven't been able to do it, but I have got 
a report to make to you," and I said, ""\Yhat is that, John?" He said, 
"I ham been conducting an investigation for the President with re
spect to the possible involvement of White House and campaign per
sonnel in the Watilrgate situation for the past couple of weeks." And 
I said, "John, you mean you have been interrogating people with 
respect to their conduct?" And he said, "Yes, I have," and I think I 
remember saying, "John, have you talked to anybody who indicated 
to you that they might have been involved in criminal conduct," and 
he said, "Yes, that is true." And I said, "John, you want to be very 
careful; that kind of information should go to the FBI, and if you 
don't turn it over to the Department of Justic.e you might find your
self in a situation where you might be an accessory after the fact. or 
obstruction of justice." 

~fy purpose was to try to help :Mr. Ehrlichman out and gh·e an indi
cation of what the law was and what can happen if you do certain 
things. ~e si~id, "Well, it doesn't really make any difference any more," 
nnd I said, '''Vh:r not, .John," and hr said, ")fr. )fogruder has been 
over here at. the White Honse this afternoon and telling us that he 
has been meetin!!' with the U.S. Attorney's Offict> and gi,·ing them 
testimony and evidence that would implicate people high and low in 
the White House and in the campaign committee." I think I might 
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have uttered some fantastic indication of surprise and then he abrupt-u' terminated the call, as I temember it, by saying, "Have a good time 
t the White House.correspondents' dinner," and the ph.one w.ent 
own. · 
Needless to say, I didn't particularly enjoy the dinner. Some time 

that evening I ~ot hold of l\1r. Petersen and told him that I had to 
see him, and this is one aspect of this that I am not ptecise abouL 

My wife keeps telling me that I called Henry Peter::;en first~ and I 
always believed that he called me. But in any event, I left the 1Vhite 
House correspondents' dinner early.· I usually stay, it gives me an 
opportunity to gig back members of the press after they have been 
gigging me all year. And I have so many friends among them. In any 
event, I decided to leave early. 1Yhen I got home, I had a conversa
tion ,vith Henry, and he said, "It is important that we get to~ther 
with you tonight." That was around 12 o'clock. I live out in McLean. 
He and Titus and Silbert were there by 1 o'clock in the morning. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Did you ever have any other conversation with 
l\f r. Ehrlichman as to the findings of his investigation i 

l\Ir. KLEINDIENST. No . 
. Mr. TH011PSON. Did you ever find out what he in fact reported to 
the PresidenU 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. No. He opened the conversation up by Sa.Ying 
that I have been meaning to call you before now, which would indi
cate that he had intended to do so but hadn't. 

Mr. T1to1IPSON. Your conversation with Titus, and Silbert, and 
Petersen, was it about 4 hours, from 1 in the morning to about 5 
o'clock~ 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes, sir. . 
Mr. THOMPSON. Did they tell you the substance of what Magruder 

and Dean had been telling them, t~lling the U.S. attorney? 
Mr. KLEIXI>IEXST. Yes, sir, and I got some of m)· wife's personal 

stationery and made rather copious notes of what they told me so I 
could report it to the President the next day. · 

M:r. 1'J.IOMPSON. Can you recount to us briefly what they told you 
at that time i 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. 1Vell, they in effect summarized the testimony 
or statements or purported statements of Magruder and Dean, which 
in one way or another ,rnnld imfllicate Mr. Mitchell, :Mr. LaRue, them
selves, l\fr. Haldeman, l\fr. Ehrlichman, Mr. Mardian, you name it. 
It. was a verv Jength:v meeting. This is the first time since ,Tune 17.1072, 
that anybody had given me any credible evidence that any of these 
people w-ere involved in any way in either the coverup or that incident. 

Two of those men are two oft he closest friends I ha,·e had in mY life 
and I think one of the things I did that. night. ·I wept. Rut it was a long 
meeting, l\fr. Thompson, and it was a comprehensi\'e meeting and I 
made comJH"<'hP11sh·p notPs of what occurred. 

l\fr. THmrpsox. Do von recall if tlwv told von that lfr. Dl'tlll at that 
time had mad!.' allegations against tlw P1-esident concerning Presi
dPntial coyerup? 

l\fr. KLEINJHD,ST. No . 
.:\Ir. T110:m•sox. Thev did not? 
Mr. KLEIX1>rnx:n. They said )fr. :Magruder was not looking for 

immunity and l\f r. Dean was bargaining with his attomey for inmm-
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meeting with Mr. Colson and' Mr. Shapiro? 

A If it's on the log, I did. If it isn't, I didn't. 

I don't know. It would have been in my office. 

Q On April 14th, you've testified that you called Hr. 

Kleindienst and gave hi~ a report on your investigation. 

A Well, yes, that's true. 

O · 1-lhat did you tell. him? 

A :I told him that I had conducted it. 

Q Did he know at that time.that you_were.conclueting 

an investigation? 

A He knew I: was going to because I: ha,'I talked to him 

on the 31st of the previous month. I: didn't g.1;ve him the 

results of it. 

I told him I: had just talked with th•President at 

length about it, that I: was available to him should he want 

any of theinformation that I had; that I. had just talked with 

Magruder and Mitchell, I believe, and that fro~what I had 

heard and what I had reported to the President,. that Mr. 

Mitchell, at least according to Magruder, was -directly and 

seriously implicated in _the break-in. 

Q · Mr. Mitchell was? 

A Yes, and that the President wanted me to ca1l ancl 

say that to him, and say that :x was available should he wish 

any of the other information I: had. 

Q Did you instruct Mr.Kleindienst to do an:r-...hi.ng? 

DV 
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A No, I don't believe so. 

O Did you suggest that he do ~nything? 

A I don't r.now whether I . told hi::i that the President ! I 

wanted to meet with him, or whether th3 President told hirl. 

But that was arranged around that Sai;te pariod of time. 

Q But you don't recall that it was arranged through 

your telephone call to Hr. Kleindienst on that day? 

A It may have been, or I may have just handed the 

phone to the President. I made the call in the President's 

office. I may have just handed him the telephone. 

O Did you use the President's telepholle r his personal. 

telephone? 

A Yes, one of them. 

Q I assume that-would have been taped. 

I 
I 

I 
t 
i 
I 

l 
t 
I 
' 

A I don't know. The room, I understand,·, is taped so , 

that my end would }>e taped anyway. I used the telephone. .. over 

by the couch. I don't know whether that's one of those that's; 

I 
I 

in the syste111 or not over there. 

Q So you did not tell Mr. Kleindienst ·any of the 

underlying facts, or any facts at all. which yo1; ·had lea.med I 
in your investigation, except that you did tell him your con- , 

clusion that Mr. Mitchell evidently, at least according to 

some testimony ,was seriously invo .lved? 

A Right. 

0 Did you tell him that r-u-. Magruder was talking, had, 

DV 
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been to the prosecutors? 

A That was discussed. I think w~at was discussed was 

that I had talked to him, .but I had not talked to hi.":\ until 

after he had been to the prosecutors. 

O I belieye you have testified in a Senate co=ittee 

about a meeting which you had with Mr. DecUl, Mr. He.lrns, and . 

Mr. Colby on December 15th, 1972. 

A Yes. 

Q What was thepurpose of that meeting? 

A Thatr.ieeting was for the purpose -pf enabling the 

I 
I 

' 
11 I . CIA - and the White House to respond to a :t:equest from the 

iz I : United States Attorney for info:cmation abo~t:,. the relationship 

1.31 
14 ! 
15 

18 

l!I 

!i 
:! ,, 
'I 

between Mr. Hunt and the CIA in 1971. 

' - 0 Did the people from the C:rA, J.!r. Helms and Mr. Colby,. 
t . bring with them to that meeting a list or an. actual package 

,,_of the _ documents, materials,. and answers to inquiries, which 

they had gathered up in response to the questions put by t..~e 

prosecutors? - I 
A · I don't believe so. .• don't recaU.seeing that • . · 1 
O Was there any discussion of the material o~ ~nfon:ial 

tlon or answers to questions that they had gotten together I 
. in response to the prosecutors• questions? I 

I 
I 

A Yes, we discassed the questions a.-id what the answers 
i 
i 
I 
I 

were 1.hought to be. 
I 

0 And that was the _purpose of the meeting,. wasn • t it? ! 

DV 
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Q Did there come a time when you learned that Hr. 

Ehrlich:nan was conducting an investigation or said he was 

going to conduct: an investigation? 

A Yes,, sir. There came a time when he said that he 

was. That was Saturday evening at 5;30, April 14th,, 1973. t 
Q And was that a surprise to you? I 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A . That conversation and what ensued that night in ·my •· 

hooie was the most: shocking day of my life,, I_.·gi.iess. !'11 ne~el 

I forget it. 

.Q What occurred? l 

Again, it's a Saturday. I.'m at Burning Tree playingf 
I 

A 

12 · ·golf. I don't play on Sunday because that's a.25 year agree• 

13 

14 

15 

ment with my wife. I play on Satrcrday and st:av home on Sun-· 

day. 

About 3:30, the telephone rang. - I~:~as Mr. Ehrlich-

16 man's s~retary,, Miss Hruska. She said that,,-.'l!r. Ehrlicbman 

·17 

18 

l!l 

will want you to come down and see him sometime this after-

noon." 

I think that irritated me a little. bit. I thin~ I 

20 said• "Aan:t I can come down right now. but I can't do it later 

21 because I have to be at a reception at the White House Corres-

22 pendents Dinner. downtown at 6:00 o'c.lock." 

2;1 

24 

2~ 

1! ., ,, 

35-904 0 - 74 - pt, 2 - 19 

She sald, "Itll call you right b:ck... Five minutes 

later, she called back and caid, "Well,. you don't have t:o 

came down to see Mr. Ehrlichman. Where will you be where he 

DV 
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can talk to you on the telephone at 5:30?" And I said,. "I'll 

be at home." 

I got home in time to change my clothes· and put on i 

my dinner clothes so I could talk to him and then leave a~d - -I 
t 5 be there at 6:00 o'clock. 

6 

: I 
I 

'Ii 

10 I 
1~ ij 

:: i . 
" I 
lii I 
)Ii 

li 

18 

l!t 

21 

2:? 

I 
:?:l I 

I 
I 

. The telephone rang at precisely 5;30. Ehrlichman 

started out by sayin~h "General,. I've been meaning to ca~l yo 

to report to you about my investigation that .I've been conducT .. 

ing with respect to the Watergate matter,. and I'm sorry that 

I haven't been able to do it befor·e now ... 
And I said, "John,. have you been conducting a per

sonal investigation?" He said,. "Yes." I said,. "Have you be 

interrogating people?'' He said, "Yes,. I have." I said,. "Rav 

you been talking to anybody to anybody that would indicate 

that they were in violation of cri.wi,.nal laws?"~. He said,._ "Yes,. 

I have." I 

Then I remember saying,. ".John, I th1J you should 

be very careful. If you have in your posses~ion evidence 

about violation of the criminal lcr.a1s of anybody, it should ~e, 

given to the FBI, or you could find yourself in an obst:ructianl 

of justice or be an accessory after the fact:.n 

Then I distinctly remember him saying, ''Well,. it f 
doesn't make any difference now." And I said,, ''Why not?" An:ft 
be said, ,.Well, Mr. Magruder has been over here all afternoon I 
telling us what he has been telling the United States Attorney's: 

DV 
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office and that what he's been telling us -- _saying to th~ t 
implicates people high and low in the White House and the -, 

Campaign COl:illlittee. Have a good time at the White House f 

Correspondents Dinner." Click. Down goes the P.~l?ne. Tbat: 1 s r 
all I ever knew about that. 

Q . -Let me back track in time and th~ri we 1 11 pick up 

again. We sort of got ahead of ourselves~ 

Sometime in February> late Februarl' .Of 1973.__ dicl 

-you have a conversation with President Nixon;concerning the· 

Ervin Committee1 

A · Well, . I remember talking to him on the telephone a 

couple of times about that situation. 

Q What do you recall? 

A The general subject matter was that I thin.'<, becaus 
~~ 

of the request of Sl:!nator Baker. that I was to _ be the liaison 

between the White House and the minority members of the Ecvin. 

Committee with respect to their procedures • . .A}ld the thing 

that was troublesome to the __ Wbite House, at that time, were 

the terms and circumstances under which top people at the 

White House, such as Haldeman and Ehrlichman,and Dean, et: 

ceterato were going to be giving testimony to the Et,:vin Com-

mittee. That was the general subject matter. 

1 

I 
t 

:f 
Once, the President reported to me tbat=somebody on! 

i 
Baker's staff had complained to the White House that I wasn't; 

t 

available to Senator Baker, and that got rne upset because t 

D'f 
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

Aptil 14, 1973, 6:00 p.m. 

On April 14, 1973 at approximately 6 :00 p .m., Ehrlichman 

had a telephone conversation with Kleindienst. Ehrlichman told 

Kleindienst that he wanted to bring him up to date on what Ehrlichman 

had been doing. For about the last three weeks, Ehrlichman said, "the 

President has had me trying to gather together, as you know, a certain 

amount of law and facts to be in a position to kind of substitute for 

Dean, and to advise him on the White House involvement, but even broader 

involvement, in this whole transaction." Ehrlichman said that he gave the 

President a sumnary the preceding day, that a lot of it was hearsay, but 

some of it was pretty reliable. He satd he had told the President that he 

had'encountered people who appeared to be reticent to come forward because 

they somehow felt that the Presidency was served by their not coming for

ward," and that the President had him talk. to certain of them and "straighten 

them around of L-;i£./ that point." (pp. 1-2) 

Ehrlichman told Kleindienst that he had talked to "your prede

cessor" Mitchell and to Magruder, who "had just come back from telling 

everything to the U. S. Attorney" minutes before he came to see Ehrlichman. 

Ehrlichman said that Magruder's story to the U. S. Attorney was "dramatically 

inconsistent" with what he had told the Grand Jury. Magruder, Ehrlichman 

said, "implicates everybody in all directions up and down in the Committee 

to Re-elect''; his testimony indicated that ,there was a "substantial case 

of perjury against Mitchell and Magruder in the first instance"; that 

Magruder and Mitchell would be "principals" in the "overall conspiracy"; 
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(pp. 2-3) and that Dean, LaRue, Mardian and Porter were also implicated, 

Mardian "largely • on the obstruction of justice," and LaRue "from 

stem to stern." (p. 9) Ehrlichman also said that he talked to Mitchell 

before Magruder, and that Mitchell was "very steadfast in his protestations 

of innocence." (p. 3) 

Ehrlichman told Kleindienst that "[m]y purpose and intent was to 

advise you of this when I got finished with this process and tender this 

information for whatever purpose it would serve," and that "I now have 

very little to add to what Magruder had already given the U.S. Attorney." 

(p. 4) 

Ehrlichman said Magruder had told him that the U.S. Attorneys 

were very concerned "about Dean's facility for advising people at the Com

mittee of the proceedings of the Grand Jury," that they knew the source 

of Dean's information, and that it was "from higher up." Kleindienst said 

that he couldn't have. given Dean the information because he didn't have it, 

and that he didn't think Petersen had done so. (pp. 4-5) 

They discussed whether Deputy Attorney General Sneed should be 

told the substance of their conversation. Kleindienst said: "I think at 

this point we ought to think very hard on the suggestion I made to you 

when I was out in San Clemente." Ehrlichman said he thought the President 

felt that Sneed "could do that." Kleindienst replied, "you wouldn't have 

any credibility with it. • He. is • • • a Presidential appointee." 

They decided to discuss it further on Monday. Kleindienst said that 

the Chief Justice had suggested people "for that role." Ehrlichman replied 

that "Rogers passed those along to me." {pp. 6-7) 

-2-
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Kleindienst told Ehrlichman to "be very careful what you do from 

here on out," and said, "Your's [sic] is a very God damn delicate line as to what 

you do to get information to give to the President and what you can do in 

giving information to the Department of Justice, you know, to enforce the 

law." (p. 7) Ehrlichman said he had talked to many people in the course 

of his investigation, and had found evidence of conduct which violated 

the law. Kleindienst said he would talk to Henry Petersen "to see what line 

we ought to follow here." Kleindienst asked who else Ehrlichman had talked 

to about this besides Kleindienst, and Ehrlichman said, "The President." 

(p. 8) Kleindienst said, "I might want Henry and I to get together with 

you, just so we don't make any mistakes." (p. 10) 

-3-
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45. On April 14, 1973 the President had a telephone conversation with 

Haldeman from 11:02 to 11:16 p.m. There was a discussion of what would be 

said to Strachan about the information Magruder was giving to the prosecu

tors. There was also a discussion about the motive for making payments to 

the defendants. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the . tape recording 

and other evidence of this conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 

Page 

45.1 President Nixon daily db .ry, April 14, 1973, 
Exhibit 19, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 •••••••••••••• 844 

45.2 House Judiciary Committee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a telephone 
conversation between the President and H. R. 
Haldeman, April 14, 1973, 11:02-11:16 p.m •••••••••••••• 847 
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The President motored from the South Grounds cf the White House 
to the office of his dentist, Dr. William O. Chase, 1302 
18th St., N.W. 

The President met with Dr. Chase. 

The President motored from Dr. Chase's office to the South 
Grounds of the White House. 

The President went to his office in the EOB.· 

The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. 
. Bull. 

The President talked with Secretary of Defense Elliott L. 
Richardson. 

The President met with: 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
H. R. Haldeman, Assistant 

The President talked with Mr. Bull • 

Tht ~resident~~: with: 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 
Gen. Alexander ?f, Haig, Jr., Army Vice Chief of Staff 

The President talked with Hr. Bull. 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with Hr. Haldeman. 

The President went to the.South Grounds of the Whit e House. 

The President greeted tourists being escor~ed by the First 
Lady on a tour of the \-nlite House gardens. Inch1ded 'in the 
group were l-hyor Walter E. Wasr 'ngton (D-Washington, D.C.) 
and winners of c poster contest sponsored by the Society for 
a Hore Beautiful National Capital, Inc. For a list of 
postc~r contest winners, see ,\PFE~:nrx "A." 

Nembers of the press, in/ out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President, accompanied hy his Press Secretary, Rocald.L. 
Ziegler, returned to the Oval Office. 

'/ In,/. /./7 7-1 "1./1.A-k?".A n ,>--i. acc.c..c"4 .. ~y:7 ---- ····-'-----~J4-&t ___ {A .. G....,,· "f/2'·'-""l, 7 _ .. ':, ?JC 
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• WHITE hOUSE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON'S DAILY DIARY 

PLACE DAY BEGAN 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WAS!IHIGTON, D.C. 

In 

2:23 

2:24 

3:55 

4:58 

5:15 

5:41 

5:45 

6:08 

8:11 

8:58 

TIME 

Out 

2:24 

3:55 

PHONE 
P~Phcc-J 

R=Recc-ivcd 

Lo LD 

4:59 P 

6:45 

R 

R 

6:09 R 

9 :Q!; 

' 

{S.:e _Tuvcl R~,.,ord for Tnvd A(tivlty) 

ACTIVITY 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

DATE (Mo .• D,y. Yr.) t, 

APRIL 14, 1973 .]f't"" 
TIMI! DAY \j 
2:23 p.m. SATURDAY 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President talked with the First Lady. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President was telephoned long distance by Senator Robert 
Dol-e (R-Kansas) in Salina, .Kansas. Mr. Bull took the call. 

The President was telephoned by his daughter, Julie. The call. 
was not completed. 

The President talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady-motored from the White House 
to the Washington Hilton Hotel. 

The President and the First Lady were greeted by: 
Edgar A. Poe, correspondent for the New Orleans Tines

Picayune and outgoing President of the White House 
Correspondents' Asso .ciation 

Ted K11ap, correspondent for Scripps-Howard Newspaper 
Alliance and incoming President of the White House 
Correspondents' Association 

· The Presidential party went to the head table in the 
International Ballroom. 

The.President and the First Lady were guests of honor at a 
dinner hosted by the White House Correspondents' Association. 
Mr. Knap presented the Presi,lent with a sterling silver 
replica of an 18th century globe crafted by Williair.sbur~;. 
silversmiths. For a l:i.st of other head table guests, see 
APPENDIX "B. 11 

---l-~fon1bers -of ti1e press, in/out 
White Ho11se photographer, in/out 
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,/HITE IIOUSE PRESIDENT RICHArm NIXON'S DAILY Dli\HY 
'<:cc Tuvtl Rcu>r,I fnt 1·rJYd · Aclivity) 

--- ~ ------------ .,TE (Mo ., 0,7, Yr.) \ -~~ PU.CE " tlA Y lll 'GAN 

111E WlllTE HOUSE 
WASlltNGTON, n.c. 

l'llONE 
P=-=J'bct,1 TIME 

· R=RC"u·ivcJ 
•------------ f----· - ·· -

la °"' 1.o LD 

10:20 10:26 

10:28 

fn:02 11:16 p 

11:20 p 

11:22 11:53 p 
.. -

AP~IL ll,, 1973 IJ __ _ 
TIME DAY 

9:04 o.in. SATURDAY 

ACTIVITY 

The President returned to his limousine. He was accompanied by: 
'fhe First Lady 
Mr. Poe 
Mr, Knapp 

The President and the First Lady motored from the Washington 
Hilton Hotel to the South Grounds of the White House. 

The President -and the First Lady returned to the second floor 
Residence. 

The President talked with Mr. Haldeman. 

The President telephoned Mr. Kissinger. The call was not 
completed • 

The President talked with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

For a record of the President's activities after midnight, see 
the Daily Diary for April 15, 1973. 

CD/SH/JD ____ ..,,..__...,___._ __ L_..L...-----------------------------___. 
(~) 



45. 2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIP'r OF APRIL 14, 1973, ~J.:02-11: 16 P.M. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 14, 1973, 11:02 p.m. to 11:16 p.m. 

On April 14, 1973, the President and Haldeman had a telephone 

conversation from 11:02 to 11:16 p.mo The edited White House transcript 

begins with the notation, "Im]aterial not related to Presidential actions 

deleted."' The President said that he-thought some of "Magruder's stuff" 

could be "exaggerated," and that he was ''obviously flailing around like a 

wild man at the present time." Haldeman disagreed, but said that Magruder 

"was frantic" earlier. The President said he just didn't know how it was 

going to come out. And, he said, "I was serious when I said to John at 

the end there, danm it all, these guys that participated in raising money, 

etc. have got to stick to their line -- that they did not raise this money 

to obstruct justice," Haldeman replied that he sure didn't think they were 

and he didn't think they did, with maybe some exceptions. The President 

said, "Right. Right. Of course, I suppose there they will say, like 

McCord has said, that that was the purpose. That somebody told him that. 

That doesn't mean anything." Haldeman replied, "Yeah," and the President 

said that the question, of course, was Liddy and the others. "It is the 

word of felons against the word of the men that raised the money, huh?" 

Haldeman said that was right, "Iy]ou just don't know how much will come 

out in that way either." 

The President said that he thought "we pretty much know what the 

worst is," that he didn't know "what the hell else they could have that is 

(847) 
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any worse •••• Unless there is something that I don't know, unless 

somebody's got a piece of paper that somebody signed or some damned thing, 

but that I doubt." Haldeman said that it didn't appear there was such a 

thing, that there had been no hint of that. He told the President that 

"(w]hat you hear is all stuff that has been hinted at," that it went 

"further than what was in some areas, but that it's obviously totally 

consistent, basically, with everything John has developed.'' (pp. 2-3) 

The President asked if either Haldeman or Ehrlichman should 

fill Colson in on Magruder, since they had no interest in getting him up 

there guilty on a perjury charge. Haldeman replied that "there is nothing 

Jeb said that is inconsistent with anything that Chuck has said." The 

President said that could be right, that Colson could say, "yes, the Liddy 

project, sure but I thought the Liddy project was something else." Haldeman 

said that was right, that was what he did say; the President said, "He does, 

huh?"; and Haldeman replied, ''Yeah." (p. 3) 

There followed a discussion of the "P.R. thing," the position 

they should take with respect to testimony before the Committee, and the 

advantages and disadvantages of live television coverage. (pp. 3-5) The 

President asked Haldeman to ''discuss public or private thing" with Rogers 

and Connally. Haldeman told the President that he would not tell Connally 

about "the Magruder," that Haldeman shouldn't tell Rogers, because Haldeman 

was "not supposed to know," and that "Kleindienst is worried .about John 

giving the information to anybody." Haldeman agreed to the President's 

request to ask Connally and Rogers for "their considered judgment, should 

you be on television." (pp. 6-7) 

(848) 
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They discussed Dean, and whether they should "back down." The 

President said that 11I would just say, because of all those charges that 

have been around these men are entitled to be heard in public. • And 

I want them heard in public, and I want them to tell their story in 

public." (pp. 7-8) 

The President then raised the subject of Strachan, saying "one 

person you do -tell and I - and he can still say that he just told him 

to tell the truth. You ought to tell Strachan, but tell him--." Haldeman 

told the President, "John is telling him." The President replied, "John 

is, but not in a way that Strachan indicates that he knows what the other 

fellow said," and Haldeman said that was right. The President asked 

whether Strachan was "smart enough to do that," and Haldeman said, ''Yes." 

The President said Strachan had to be prepared that he was going to be 

asked this and was. going to be asked that; "John should put him through 

a little wringer there." Haldeman said, "Yep." The President said that 

John was the one who should do it, he was conducting an investigation for 

the President. Haldeman added that Ehrlichman had the information and that 

he didn't, though he could reconstruct part of it. The President said, 

"That's right. I agree. But John will know the questions too." Haldeman 

said, "The specific points is what he needs to cover." (pp. 8-9) 

The edited transcript ends with the notation, "material not 

related to Presidential actions deleted." (p. 9) 

-3-
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46. On April 14, 1973, from 11:22 to 11:53 p.m., the President had 

a telephone conversation with John Ehrlichman. There was a discussion 

of what Ehrlichman would say to Colson and Strachan about his conver

sation with Magruder, and what Ehrlichman would say to Dean about a plan 

to deal with obstruction of justice allegations. There was also a dis

cussion of whether Haldeman should be dismissed. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of this conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript has 

been prepared. 

Page 

46.1 , President Nixon daily diary, April 14, 1973, 
Exhibit 19, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 ..•..••••••• 852 

46.2 House Judiciary Committee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a telephone 
conversation between the President and John 
Erlichman, April 14, 1973, 11:22-11:53 -p.ni........... 855 
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8:47 

8:54 

8:55 
9:00 

11 :32 
11:32 

-11 :33 

12:53 
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1:55 
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8:02 

8:35 

8:42 

8:49 

8:56 

11:31 
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12:30 
12:02 
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11:34 P 

12:54 P 

2:13 

1.o I.D 

nA·u: cu,, .. n,, . Yr.> h . 
APRIL 1/, • 1973 ·-:-.,/·· 
' -· ------ ---J · ·---
flME DhY \J 
7 :55 a.m. SATURDAY 

The President motored from the S0utl1 Grounds cf the Uilit .c Ha:.isc 
to the office of his dentist, Dr. William O. Chase, 1302 
18th St., N.W. 

The President met with Dr. Chase. 

The President motored from Dr. Chase's office to the . South . 
Grounds of the White House. 

The President went to his office in the EOB, 

The President talked with his Special Assistant, Stephen B. 
. Bull. 

The President talked with Secretary of Defense .Elliott L. 
Richardson. 

The President met with: 
John D. Ehrlichman, Assistant 
~· R. Haldeman, Assistant 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

Th~ ~resident~~~ with: 
Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant 
Gen. Alexander U. Haig, Jr., Army Vice Chief of Staff 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President talked with Mr. Bull. 

The President went to the OVal Office. 

The President met with Hr. Haldeman. 

The President went to the - South Grounds of the t,'hite House. 

The President greeted tourists being escorted by the First 
Lady on a tour of the White House gardens. Inch1ded in the 
_group were H1.yor Walter E. Wasr 'n3ton (D-Washington, · D.C.) 
.and winners of.,_ poster contest sponsored by r:h~ Suciety 
a ~,ore Beautiful }/ational Caoital, Inc. Fo·r a li~r: of 
pas tl~r cont cs t winners. see :\Pn:l\;nlx "A." 

}:embers of the pres::;, i.n/ out 
lfoitc House photographer, in/out 

i 

'fhe l'rc s idcn::, accp:, ip~nie<l .J,y h~s Press Secretary, Roc.ald L. 
Ziq;lcr, rcturn ;cd to the Oval Office. 

(852) 



46,1 PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 14, 1973, EXHIBIT 19, 
IN RE GRAND JURY1 MISC. 47~73 

WHITE hOUSE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON'S DAILY DIARY 

PLACE DAY BEGAN 

TI!E WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

In 

2:23 

2:24 

3:55 

4:58 

5:15 

TIME 

Out 

2:24 

3:55 

PHONE 
P=PhccJ 

R=k.ccciycd 

Lo LO 

4:59 P 

6:45 

(5r:c Tuvd RelorJ for Tnvd.Actjvity) 

ACTIVITY 

The President met with Mr. Ziegler~ 

The President met with: 
Mr, Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

DATE (Mo., Oay, Yr.) \ 

APRIL 14; 1973 f'.....,..,, 
TIMI! DAY _\J __ _ 
2:23 p.m. SATURDAY 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President talked with the First Lady. 

The President met with: 
Mr, Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
' 

5:41. R The President was telephoned long distance by Senator Robert 
Dole (R-Kansas) in Salina, Kansas. Mr. Bull took 'the call .• 

5:45 

6:08 

8:11 

8:58 

R 

6:09 R 

9:04 

35-904 0 - 74 - pt, 2 - 20 

The President was telephoned by his daughter, Julie. The call 
was not completed. 

The President talked with his daughter, Julie. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady motored from the White House 
to the Washington Hilton Hotel. 

The President and the First Lady were greeted by: 
Edgar A. Poe, correspondent for the New Orleans Times

Picayune and outgoing President of the White House 
Correspondents' Association 

Ted Knap, correspondent for Scripps-Howard Newspaper 
Alliance and incoming President of the White House 
Correspondents' Association 

The Presidential party went to the head table in the 
International Ballroom. 

The President and the First Lady were guests of honor at a 
dinner hosted by the White House Correspondents' Association 
Mr. Knap presented the President with a sterling silver 
replica of an 18th century globe crafted by Williamsburs I 

/ silversmiths. For a list of other head table guests~ see · 
APPENDIX "B." 

Members of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 
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PRESIDENT RICHArrn NIXON'S DAILY DIARY 
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PU.CE UAY J\EGAN 
( ::::. ~--::-----.-. ____ , 
, .,rE (Mo .• 0~1. Yr.) ~~-~~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASIItNGTON D.C. 

TIME 

lo Our 

10:20 10:26 

10:28 

p---1.i.:02 11:16 

11:20 

PIIONf: 
P.o:;;:.J'bcc,I 

R=-=RcccivcJ 

l.o I.D 

p 

p 

APRIL 14, 1973 V~-
TIME DAY' 

9:04 p.m. SATURDAY 

ACTIVITY' 

The President returned to his limousine. He was accompanied by: 
'fhe First Lady 
Mr. Poe 
Mr, Knapp 

The President and the First Lady motored from the Washington 
Hilton Hotel to the South Grounds of the White House. 

The President and the First Lady returned to the second floor 
Residence. 

The President talked with Mr. Haldeman. 

The President telephoned Mr. Kissinger. The call was not 
completed. 

E' 11:53 p 1-· The President talked with Hr. Ehrlichman, 

For a record of the President's activities after midnight, see 
the Daily Diary for April 15, 1973, 

CD/SI-r/JD ---·-,__ ___ __.. __ L _ _._ _________________________________ -J 
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 14; 1973; 11:22 p~Iil~ to 11:53 p~m. 

On April 14, 1973, the President and Ehrlichman had a telephone , 

conversation from 11:22 ·. to 11:53 p.m. The transcript begins with the no

tation ''l'IATERIAL NOT "RELATED TO PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS DELETEIL" Ehrlichman 

informed the President ,that he intended to see Strachan, Dean, and pos

sibly Ziegler the next morning. They discussed the Ervin Committee hearings 

and the advantages and disadvantages of public or private hearings. The 

President said he thought they should take the position that ''the men in 

the White House staff , that have been charged, etc. have a· rlglit- to be heard 
. . , . -.. . . -·-· . - -- -·- ···- ····-····- - ·· , ..,_ . -· .... 

publicly and that's that - under certain proper ground rules." (pp. 1-2) 

The President , asked Ehrlichman if he shouldn't give Colson "at 

least a touch up ••• or is that danget:ous according to Kleindienst?" 

Ehrlichman answered that he didn't think he should say anything to Colson 

about John Dean, but that he could tell Colson that he understood Magruder 

had talked. The President said he thought they owed it to Colson, so he 

didn't "go in there and well frankly on a perjury rap." Ehrlichman said 

he didn't think "he is in any danger on that," and the President asked, 

"Why wouldn't he be in any danger, because he's got his story and knows 

pretty well what he is going to say?" Ehrlichman replied, ''Yeah, I think 

he is pretty pat, but I will talk to him in the morning and give him a 

cautionary aote anyway." (pp. 3-4) 

Ehrlichman told the President he had an urgent message to call 

Colson. The President said, the "urgent call may .be .just what .we 
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know, or it may be more of something on our friend" Hunt. The President 

said, "There isn't a damn thing you can do about that either." (pp. 4-5) 

Ehrlicbman said he would probably see Kleindienst the next day, 

and the President told Ehrlichman to tell Kleindienst that the appointment 

of a Special Prosecutor "would be a terrible reflection on the system of 

justice" and that the "Administration would be in effect admitting that the 

Justice Department was so corrupt that it couldn't prosecute." The President 

said that "the Special Prosecutor thing can only open other avenues poten

tially. I don't mean that there\is anything you want to cover up, but you 

know. He will just go through and -- " Ehrlichman said, "I think it is 

folly, II (p, 5) 

The President said, "I just feel that I have to be in a position 

to be clean and to be forthcoming, etc." He asked Ehrlichman to "[r]e

think. a little bit more about that Haldeman thing." Ehrlichman responded, 

"I don't thi .nk he is in that bad shape," They discussed Magruder's testi

mony and his credibility as a witness. Ehrlichman said that". , it 

sounded credible, but I can't vouch for it obviously. And that's one of 

the reasons I want to get Gordon in." The President . asked about Mitchell's 

situation. Ehrlichman answered that he was sure Mitchell would be indicted, 

but that Mitchell could "file 89 motions," which would take a good deal of 

time and likely delay the Ervin Committee. (pp, 6-10) 

The President asked Ehrlichman if Ehrlichman should talk to 

Ervin, Ehrlichman said no. The President told Ehrlichman that he felt 

-2-
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he should give up his claim of executive privilege where wrongdoing is 

charged, that doing so "puts the President in the position of being as 

forthcoming as we can -- want . the facts out ••• " and that Ehrlichman 

could present it as a compromise with the Committee. (pp. 10-12). 

At this point, there is a notation, 11\fATERIAL NOT RELATED TO 

PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS DELETED." (p. 12) The President said that he be

lieved Haldema_n to be not _ .guilty, · and that he would not take a resignation 

from a ·man who is innocent. "That is wrong. That is contrary to our 

system, and I am going to fight for him." The President said, "If evi

dence is brought out to the contrary, fine. Then we will take a look at 

it• II (pp• 12-13) 

There followed a discussion of approaching ''our own leaders." 

telling them that the White House staff was going to .testify , 

The President said that "you say, . they have all given sworn 

statements on this thing, and we feel that we are due our day in court, 

etc., etc." The President agreed with Ehrlichman's suggestion that they 

be given a copy of Haldeman's statement • . Ehrlichman said that the 

President "could trace the history of our attempt· to cooperate wit~ 

Ervin." (pp. 13-14) 

There is a notation ''MATERIAL NOT RELATED TO PRESIDENTLU. ACTIONS 

DELETED." (p. 14) There was further discussion of Haldelllan's situation. 

-3-

(857) 



46. 2 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED .,,ON 
TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 14

1 
1973 1 11:22-11:53 P.M. TELEPHONE CONVERSAT~, 

The President asked whether he should discharge all persons about whom 

suspicions have .been raised, and what appearance such a course would have. 

The President said, "I am.not one who is going .to say, look, while this 

guy is under attack, I drop him." Ehrlichman said nothing would be gained 

by it, "[t]he problem doesn't . . go away." The President agreed that, .if 

"Nixon's top person, closest man to him, in the office four or five .hours 

a day" went, they would say, "Everything must be wro.ng!" Ehrlichman .re

plied, "Yep - that is it, That is like separating Siamese twins." The 

President said, "[S]o there will be fragments here and there. Well, people 

make mistakes, but you don't fire a guy for a mistake do you? ••• Not for 

a well-intentioned mistake." (pp. 14-16) 

Ehrlichman said that he intended to talk to Dean "to try to get 

him around a bit, .•• to get off this passing the buck business," that it 

was "a little touchy" ·and he didn't know "how far I can go." The President 

said "John, that is not going to help you." The President said that Dean "has 

to look down the road to one point that there is only one man who could re

store him to the ability to practice law in case things go wrong, He's got 

to have that in the back of his mind." Ehrlichman said, "Uh, huh," and the 

President said "He's got to know that will happen. You don't tell him, but 

you know and I know that with him and Mitchell there isn't going to be any 

damn question, because they got a bad rap." 

At this point, there is a notation ''MATERIAL NOT RELATED TO 

PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS DELETED" (p, 17) In regard to Ehrlichman's talk 

-4-
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with Kleindienst the next day, the President said," ••• with him I would 

be very tough. I would say Dick -- just .don't mess around -- they are 

after Mitchell, and they are going to get him .at the present time • . At 

least, that's what .our infol'll!,ation indicates and so here is where .we go." 

(p. 17) 

They discussed the possibility of Kleindienst's resignation. 

The President said "He shouldn't. Well, you know, when I come to think 

about it, basically, he should for other reasons. If we could get the 

Ellsberg case over,! would just like to get that FBI fellow." 

The President asked if Ehrlichman was going to talk to Ziegler about 

getting out"the fact that you have conducted a thorough investigation?" 

Ehrlichman said, "We will work on that. I think there is," and t .he President 

said, "I think .we have to get that out," (p, 18) 

Ehrlichman said that the story was out that Colson and Mitchell 

were both at the White House, and he therefore suspected that "somebody is 

going to start stringing all this together." The President and Ehrlichman 

discussed the statement they might make. Ehrlichman said he thought that 

he wouldn't have to say he .had seen them, they could just say "we have had 

a job of work going on for several weeks." The President said that 

Ehrlichman could say that, because of the charges that had been made, the 

President wanted an independent investigation made and directed Ehrlichman 

to make it, and that if there was anybody who was .guilty, he must through 

the judicial processes .be brought to the bar. Ehrlichman suggested that it 

could be simply to aid the President in analyzing the steps that ought to 

be taken, that the President was being asked "to do a lot . of extraordinary 

-5-
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things." The President said, "[y]ou could say the President wants this 

matter cleaned up, once and for all. It has been hanging around 

and yakked abo•Jt. Innocent people have been hurt in · the process • • • and 

we want this thing finished." Ehrlichman said that for the President to 

come to any sort of judgment on proposals for a special commission and the 

like, "you have to have a pretty clear understanding of the facts." The 

President said, "Right. Well, with Dean I think you can talk to him in 

confidence about a thing like that, don't you?" Ehrlichman said that he 

was not sure, that he did not know how much to lean on that reed at the 

moment, but that he would sound it out. The President said that Ehrlichman 

should tell Dean that "the President thinks you have carried a tremendous 

load, and his affection and loyalty to you is just undiminished," and that 

"we can't get the President involved in this. His people, that is one 

thing. We don't want to cover up, but there are ways." The President said 

that Ehrlichman should start with Dean "certainly on the business of ob

struction of justice," and that Ehrlichman should say, "Look, John - we 

need a plan here." Ehrlichman said that he was "not sure I can go that 

. far with him," and the President said, "No. He can make the plan up." 

Ehrlichman said, "I will sound it out." {pp. 18-20) 

-6-
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At the end of the conversation, the President said, "[W]hile 

it is painful, I just feel better about getting the damn thing done •• 

I mean, after all, it is my job and I don't want the Presidency · tarnished, 

but also I am a law enforcement man." (p, 21) 

-7-
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47. During the evening of April 14, 1973 Petersen was briefed by 

the prosecutors on the information furnished by Dean and Magruder. 

Petersen telephoned Kleindienst and arranged to report to him innnediately. 

On April 15, 1973 Kleindienst met at his home with Petersen, United States 

Attorney Titus, and chief prosecutor Silbert from approximately 1:00 a.m. 

to 5:00 a.m. Kleindienst was briefed on evidence implicating high 

White House and CRP officials in the Watergate break-in and the obstruc

tion of the government's investigation. Kleindienst decided to arrange 

a meeting with the President that morning. 

47.1 Henry Petersen testimony, 9 SSC 3627-28 •••••••••••••••• 

47.2 Richard Kleindienst testimony, 9 SSC 3572-73, 
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so I called ,Tohn Dean on the telephone and told him, .John, there is no 
point in my coming over there, we arc going to recommend jail time 
and these people are going to be immunized aqd we then discussed 
what immunity meant, what the alternatirns arc-and they are: you 
can be contumaeious and go to jail almost immediately or you can lie 
and take your risk that the Go, ·ernment will be able to prom it, which 
may gin' you a little hit of time. or yon can cooperatP, and I spe1led 

1 vsc out for him and that ended the conrnr~ation. 
~-~fr. DASH. "\-Ve have had testimony from l\fr. Kleindienst and I think 

:Mr. Kleindienst indicated that you perhaps would be our better ,vit
ness as to what occurred on April 14 which led also to a meeting on 
April 15 with the President. Wl1at actually led to the meeting that 
you had with Mr. Titus , l\Ir. Silbert, Mr. Glanzer, l\fr. Campbell, on 
April 1-l ! . 

Mr. PETERSEX. Mr . Silbert was trying to get rile all throughout the 
day on April 14. I did not get home until approximately 6 or 7 o'clock 
in the en'ning. I called him and he said it was imperative that he sl'e 
me, that he. Titus , Silbert, Glanzer, meet with me immediately. And 
I ugrel'd. So we set up a meeting in my office at 8 :30 that night. They 
came down and they launched into the fact they had made a break
through in the ,vaterg:ate case and that it was of significant propor
tions and that they were in the course of attempting to negotiate an 
agreement for John Dean's testimony and they had recei,·ed certain 
information from him in the course of the negotiations which they had 
agreed not to utilize unless some type of agreement was reached. They 
had received also testimony from ,Jeb Stua1t Magruder which seemed 
to corroborate the skeletal facts )fr. Dean had given them anrl that on 
the basis of all of these facts they concluded that l\f r. Mitchell, ~fr. 
:Mardian, l\fr. La Rue. Mr. Magruder, Mr. Ehrlichman, )Ir. Haldeman, 
l\Ir. Dean, were nutatirn defendants. 

:Mr. D.\SH. Wben you had that information, did you · call l\fr. 
Kleindienst or did Mr. Kleindienst call you? · 

Mr. PETERSEN. That was the night of the Wbite House correspond
ents' dinner and I had great difficulty in getting in touch with Mr. 
IOeindienst and we finally left word for the Wbite House to get in 
touch with his car, radio car, and he called me I guess around 12 :30 
a.m .• after the dinner. ,v e then made arrangements to meet at his home. 

Mr. Titus and Mr. Silbert and I arrived at his home around 1 :30 or 
2 o'clock in the morning and we proceeded between then and 5 a.m : to 
give him a recitationof what we thought was in the offing and who 
was im·olved . · 

l\Ir. D.,su. I take it these are the same facts that y~m had been 
briefed on by the prosecutors. · 

:Mr. PETERSEN. That is right. and, of course, it was the unanimous 
recommendation of all of us that he inform the President immediatelv 
because of the implications. This was really the first. information that 
we hud to tie it to people of the stature of Mr. Mitchell and )Ir. Halde-
man and Mr. Ehrliehmnn. · 

.Mr. D.\SH. a\nd did vou set up a meeting- or did Mr. Kleindienst set 
up a m<'eting with the President 1 

)[r. PF.TF.RSEX. )fr. Kl('indic•nst ag-ree<l he would set up such a meet
ing- with the Prcsid<•nt and, ns I rC'call, he said he was going to--there 
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•.. s a prayer.breakfast t>vrr thr,e ,u,,!llr 
· ile he was there. . . 

I next heard from l\fr. Kleindienst at 
day afternoon and he asked me to come 
and while there, he said he \ms g-oing to p:o 
itt 3 oi· 3 ::{() p.rn., and maybP it ,nmld be a 
with him. and I said OK. 

Mr. D.{s1I.\Vas it at that time that vott and 
complete briefing asto what you had learned froln the 

Mr. PETERSEN. Y~s, sir. · 
l[r. DAsII (continuing].To the Preside11t.? 
Mr. P~TERSEN. Yes. sir. 
Mr. DASH. Can you tell the committee what 

President was atthat time 1 ··.. ..... ·. .·· •·· · ·. · ·/ ··· 
~Ir. PETERSEN. \Vell, I gness the reaction of the President was one 

of cone.em when I remember remarking to l\Ir. Kleindienst how I 
admired his calm. I would have been cussing and fuming. He was con~ 
cemed, arid. you have to understand that I hricl seei.1 the President 
.<>nly on. c~remonial occasions or briefings on legislation. He didift 
know me fi'Om Ada1n. · •· . . . ... •· ·· ..... ·· ·.... ... . . ............. . 

Mr. DASH. This ,~as y<>ur first face-to-face·meeting with.Hie.Pres-
'. · i<:hfut, th~n, wasn't it~- · ·• · ·· · < . < .......... ·. < • \ .. 

Mr. PETERSEN. Yes; at any time in a situation where he was relying 
solely on my ad vice, and here I wns recommending that two people 
whom he had known and worked with for years he dismissed. > < > • \ 

l\ir. DASH. Wl10 were they? · · . ' . . · . ··•·· ·.•. ... 
Mr. PETERSEN. Mr. Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlichnrnn. 
l\fr. DASH. 'What was his reaction to that recommendation? . 
Mr. PETERSEN .. He understood mv concerns and he appreciated my 

candor and my concern. fo1· the Presidency and my position was .that I 
.can't guarantee you that we have a criminal case at this point, but I 

.. can guarantee you that these people are going to be.a source .of. vast 
embarrassment to the Presidency and for that reason I think that the 
best thing that you could do w01°ild be to get rid of thernimmediately. 

The President's response was interestint!. He said, yes, bn~ he owed . 
them an obligation of fairness, too, and I didn't disagree with that. 
If somebody came in' and said about my two assistants you lnve got 
to fire them immediately. I would take time to look. 

Mr. DA8H. What office--- . 
)[r. PETERSEN. He took longer than I wouJd have liked. I !Dli:'SS I 

was a little impatient. but he did it and that W!\S the inwortant thing. 
Mr. DASH r continning-l. ,,11at office was this IHN'ting held .in? . 
:Mr. PETERSEN. In the old Executive Office Ruildin~. 
Mr. DASH. Were you aware at the time. )fr Petersen; that these 

conversations were being tnped? . · 
Mr. PETF.RSF.N. No. sir: hnt it didn't snrprisl' me. I ,,onld haw :m

ticipatrd-I think if von h:Hl nskf.d rnr I wonltl haw thou!!ht that wus. 
a fair possihilitv and fr:111\:]y lrt mr s:n- fnr th1• record I haw no ob
jection. T think the Chirf of State ow~ht to do it. 

Mr. D.,sn. Did yon mnkl' any n'commendation with reg-a rd .to 1fr. 
DPan? · · 

1\Ir. PF.TF.RSF.N. Y<•s. I did. Tlw PrPSlllent said. "Yon know. HaldP
man :rncl F.hdichman flpny this an1l T hart' !!Otto nna this ont. D1•,m in 
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trict judge. The way we had allocated it, it ,-.:as their turn to come up 
with one and I wanted to suppress my pleasure to those two Senators 
for fear it might prejudice Matt. He is an outstanding judge. And 
then I think I gave him those qualities. He is a bachelor, he is about 
40 years of age, he is dedicated to thu law, and as I said in these troubled 
times as a result of Watergate, as a result of Pat Gray's misfortunes, 
that this would be regarded I think with complete credibility, there 
could be no charge of politics because of his bona fides as a Democrat, 
and then I said you will have a man who wiH be fair and forthright 
and honest in this job. 

I don't know whether Mr. Ehrlichman suggested to me that I contact 
Mr. Byrne or not. I do know that in that conversation, I said, or I 
believe that I did, my recollection is that I have not talked to Matt 
Byrne since the Ellsberg trial started. I said I expressed good wishes 
to him through mutual friends in Los Angeles, but that he and I ham 
just not talked together since the Ellsberg trial started. Neither one 
of us wanted, at least I, and I am snre he felt that we wanted anybody 
to think from· the appearance of justice I was going in his back 
chambers and trying to get some special consideration for the Govern
ment in that very significant and vital case. 

I have no recollection of Mr. Ehrlichman ever indicating to me at 
that meeting he himself was going to talk to Judge Byrne. Because 
of the standard that I had set for myself in not talking to ,Judge 
Byrne throughout this trial, if Mr. Ehrlichman had indicated to me 
that he was going to I am confident that I would have said John, you 
cannot do that while this trial is going on, or at least yon should not. 
Really you, on behalf of the President, are really no different than I, 
a member of the President's family. In any erent, when I first learned 
of the fact that Mr. Ehrlichman had contacted Judge Byrne, I know 
I registered a feeling of surprise that -such a meeting had occurred. I 
know .Judge Byrne well enough to know that he did nothing improper 
as a result of that meeting, or those meetings, nor would he permit 
anyt>ody else to put him in a situation of impropriety. The Ellsberg 
trial was just about ready to come to a conclusion, the evidence was 
just about in, it was going to the jmy, and because of the delay that 
had already occurred I didn't think there was that kind of a problem. 
l\fr. Gray was continuing to act as the Acting Director of the FBI, 
and I thought, with great distinction. 

___ ..,..That is ,~hat I recollect of the Byrne incident . 
.icfr. DoRSEN. I jm,t want to allude to a few of the subsequent events 

briefly at that time, however important they are. I do not want to 
pursue it in detail now, but am I conect that on the early morning 
hours of April 15, 1973, you had a meeting with l\Ir. Petersen, U.S. 
Attorney llarold Titus and the prosecutors at your home'? 

)fr. KLEIXDIEXST. It was just mie nf the prosecutors and that was 
the chief prosecutor, Mr. Silbert. 

l\Ir. DoRSEX. Am I correct that this meeting dealt with the dis
closme of Mr. ::\fairrudC'r and Mr. Dt>u11 to the prosecutors'? 

:\fr. Kr,r:1xm~:NST. Yes, sir. 
:\fr. Dow-a:x. Following that 111eding. nm I eorreet that you nrncl(• 

an appointmC'nt to Sl'C the PrC'sident lat<'J' in the day on _\pril 15. 1!)7:-)? 
-:\fr. Kr,;,:rxmEXST. That meeting rnmnwncNl at approximiltely 1 

o'clock in the mo1·11ing, it terminated around 5 o'clock in the morning. 
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I was up at 8 :30 a.m. As a result of that meeting we agreed that I had 
. to see the President. I put a call in to the White House at 8 :30 a.m., 

the President returned my call at 9 :30 a.m. I told him it was absolutely 
imperative that I see him right away. He said that I have the Sunday 
service ~t the White House at 11 a.m. I told him that rather than go 
to church with my wife and children I would go up there and attend 
that service at 11 o'clock and be available to see him after that was 
over. 

I think the reception lasted until approximately 1 o'clock and around 
1 o'clock in the afternoon I met with the President in his office in the 
Executive Office Building. 

Mr. DoRSEN'. Now, am I correct that at least part of the meeting 
was devoted to briefing the President and that one of the decisions 
made on the afternoon of April 15 by you would be that you would 
in effect withdraw· from the supervision of the prosecution of the 
·w atergate case i 

:Mr. KLF:INDIEXST; The whole meeting was devot~d solely to talking 
about the mformat1011 that I had obtamed that mght and the conse
qu.,ences that inevitably must flow from it. 

Mr. DoRSEN. Now, I would like to show to you a documen't which 
you provided the committee dated April 15? 1973. The first page is 
typewritten. The page under . it is handwntten. I ask if you can 
identify that for the committee~ , 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes. I know what you have in your hand, Mr. 
Dorsen. I furnished it to the committee. The document undemeath, in 
my handwriting, is a document that I wrote out in my office in the 
presence of Mr. Petersen after he and I had met with the President of 
the United States in which I set forth the reasons why I had to recuse 
myself from any further contact or involvement in the 'Watergate 
case and in which I designated him to substitute for me as the Attorney 
General of the United States in anything further concerning the 
·w atergate case. 

I further requested that he communicate this decision of mine to
in the contents of this memorandum to U.S. Attorney Titus, Silbert, 
and to Acting Director Gray of the FBI. I signed it and I had Mr .. 
Petersen sign it indicating the time that he received it. It was impor
tant for me to establish the time when I no longer had any connection 
with the "\Vatergate thing. 

I then Xeroxed a copy of my handwritten statement and gave it to 
him and I kept the ori~inal. And this is it-the top document that you 
handed me is a typed document of mv hand written document. 

irr. DoRSEN. :Mr. Chair.man, I request that the document identified 
and summarized by l\fr. Kleindienst be admitted into evidence. 

Senator ERVIN. It will be received and appropriately marked as an 
exhibit and admitted in evidence as such. 

[The document referred to was marked exhibit No. 1-15.*l 
:Mr. DonsF:N. "\Yhat does the word "recuse" mean in this contexU 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. It is a technical word used by lawyers and par-

ticularly those in Government service which signifies that for one 
reason or another, usually ethical reasons, that vou withdrew from any 
further participation in a particular matter. . • 

•see p. ~S60. 
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have uttered some fantastic indication of surprise and then he abrupt
ly terminated the call, as I remember it, by saying, "Have a good time 
at the ·white House correspondents' dinner," and the phone went 
down. 

Needless to say, I didn't particularly enjoy the dinner. Some time 
that evening I got hold of :Mr. Petersen and told him that I had to 
see him, and this is one aspect of this that I am not precise about. 

n .My wife keeps telling me tha. t .I called Henry PeterS(~Il first, and .l 
always believed that he called me. But in any event, I left the White 
House correspondents' dinner early. I usually stay, it gives me an 
opportunity to gig back members of the press after they have been 
gigging me all year. And I have so many friends among them. In any 
event, I decided to leave early. 1Vhen I got home, I had a conversa-
tion with Henry, and he said, "It is important that we get together 
with you tonight." That was around 12 o'clock. I live out in McLean. 
He and Titus and Silbert were there by 1 o'clock in the morning. 

Mr. THO:lIPSON. Did you ever have any other conversation with 
Mr. Ehrliclunan as to the findings of his investigation? 

:Mr. KLED,"DIENST. No. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Did you ever find out what he in fact reported to 

the President i 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. No. He opened the conversation up by saying 

-that I have been meaning to call you before now, which would indi
cate that he had intended to do so but hadn't. 

Mr. Tno~rPSON. Your conversation with Titus, and Silbert, and 
Petersen, was it about 4 hours, from 1 in the morning to about 5 
o'clock1 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes, sir. 
Mr. THOMPSON. Did they tell you the substance of what Magruder 

and Dean had been telling them, telling the U;S. attorney? 
Mr. KLEIXDIENST. Yes, sir, and I got some of my wifeis personal 

stationery and made rather copious notes of what they told me so I 
could report it to the President the next day. 

Mr. 'J'.noMPSON. Can yon recount to us briefly what they told you 
ab that hme ~ 

Mr. Kr..EINDIENST. ·well, they in effect summarized tl1e testimony 
or statements or purported statements of :Magruder and Dean, which 
in one way or another would imnlicate l\fr. Mitchell, Mr. LaRne. them
selves, Mr. Haldeman, Mr. Ehrlichman, Mr. Mardian, you name it. 
It was a nrv length~· meeting. This is the first time since .Tune 17. 19i2, 
that anybody had given me any credible evidence that any of these 
people were involved in any way in ·either the cowrup or that incident. 

Two of those men are two of the closest friends I have had in mv life 
and I think one of the things I did that- night, 'l wept. But it was a ]Olli{! 
meeting. l\f r. Thompson. and it was a comprehensirn meeting and I 
made comprelH'nsiw not<'s of what occnrr<'d. 

l\Ir. Tno:\tPsox. Do von recall if tlwv told yo11 that l\Ir. Dean nt that 
time had made allegittions against the President. concerning Presi
dential co\·erup? 

l\fr. KLEIND1EXST. No. 
l\Ir. T1roMPsox. Thev <lid not? 
Mr. Ku:rxon:xsT. Tlwy said l\fr. l\fagrnder was not looking for 

immunity and l\Ir. Dean was bargaining with his attorney for immu-
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ty and that his statements to them were on a conditional basis 
rough his attorney predicated upon whether he got immunity or not. 
Mr. Trnn1Psox. You went to see the President on theli>th ! 

35-904 0 - 74 - pt. 2 - 21 

·. l\Ir. Kr.Er:-;01ExsT. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Tnol\U'SON. The same day. 
Pid you tell him substantially what they had •told you~ 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. To the best of my ability because I took the notes 

that I had written on my wife's stationery and had them in my pocket 
and I read from my notes. 

)fr. THol\rrsox. And what was the Presidenfs reaction? 
Mr. KLErXDIENST. He was dumbfounded. He was very upset, he 

was-he was rnry upset. 
l\Ir. Tno:uPSON. I believe you mentioned in an inten·iew that he was 

partially consoling you. 
)Ir. KLEINDIENST. '\Yell, I was nry upset about this, ·l\Ir. Thompson. 

I don't think since my mother died when I was a young boy that I e,·er 
had an ernnt that has consumed me emotionally with such sorrow and 
sadness as this situation and he was very considerate of my feelings. 

Mr. THol\!PSON. l\Ir. Kleindienst, did you have occasion at any time 
after the break-in in 19i2 to talk to the President either in person or 
by telephone about the ,v atergate matter~ 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. I didn't-I know I had a conversation with him 
almost immedirltely afterward. 

)fr. THOMPSON. bo you recall what was said in that conversation 1 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. 1Vell, what was said about that is, he said, Dick, 

I told him what we were doing and he said, Dick, you have got to have 
a thorough intensive complete.investigation of this and I think that 
that is when he first said let the chips fall where they will. 

During the summer, we had the Republican Con ,,ention. I was gone 
for approximrutely a month up in the Poconos and then the campaign 
came along. I didn't have manv conversations with the President dur
ing that period .of time, none that I can specifically re~all. I had two 
meetings with him up at Camp David after the election and after I 
had returned from Europe. ,v e didn',t have to talk much about the 
"Watergate, I knew what I was doing, he knew what I was doing, but 
the extent to which it was brought up was in the same context. 

Mr. THOl\IPSON. Mr. Kleindienst, I ham no further questions. 
Thank you, sir. 
Senator ERVIN. Did John Ehrlichman tell you he was bugging, I 

use that word unadvisedly, rather recording your conversation with 
him? 

:Mr. KLEINDIENST. No, sir. If I ever felt he had I don't know if I 
would have ever talked to him again. 

Senator ERVIN. You stated, as I understand your testimony, that 
the President indicated by his conversation, when you reported what. 
you knew about the '\Vatergate affair to him, that-

M:r. KLEINDIENST. ·what meeting are you talking about, Mr. Chair-
man~ 

Senator ERVIN. The 15th. 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes, sir. 
Senator ERVIN [continuing]. That he indicated by his reply that he 

did not know-that he was ignorant about the ,vatergate affair? 
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Mr. KLEINDIENST. ,vell, I have written a letter to :\Ir. ,vilson, the 
attorney for Mr. Haldeman and l\ir; Ehrlichman, making a demand 
upon them to furnish me copies of any tapes they have in their posses
sion and I hu rn likewise written a letter to ~Ir. Garment to request 
copies of any tapes that they have in their possession between me, Mr. 
Ehrlichman and Mr. Haldeman. 

Senator 13.\KEn. Have you had a reply to that '? 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. No, sir; I htive not. 
Senator BAKER. ·would you like to join us in a lawsuit 1 (Laughter.] 
No, I withdraw that question. 
Could you-you did refer to notes, rather extensive notes that you 

took. Are those notes in your possession i 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. No, sir, they are not, and I have tried to find them. 
For a hard-nosed 50-year-old geezer like myself, I was in kind of a 

state of shock from April 15 to April 29 and I don't know what 
happened to them, Senator Baker. 

Senator BAKER. All right. 
Well, let's try to reconstruct it for a little while and I hope some

body is keeping time on me because I don't want to run over 10 
minutes.· 

Rather than go through a detail twice, that is, when you took notes, 
the second time when you told the President, let's talk about what you 
told the President. 

l\!r. KLEINDIENST. Well, I told him what I had written down on my 
notes. 

Senator BAKER. A:11 right. What was-
Mr. KLEINDIENST. I took copious notes. 
Senator BAKER. What was that~ 

n 
Mr .. KLEINDIENST. Well, it was the summary of the statements made 

to me p. ri.marily by Mr. Silbert, what Mr. Magn1der . had been telling 
the prosecutors :for a week and what Mr. Dean had been telling them 
for a week, and it was with respect to particular individuals. The 
primary thrust of it was the efforts made bv many to-you used the 
term "coverup"-to cover up, you know, and to obstmct the FBI in-

. vestigntion of the lVatergate incident during the summer. It described 
these meetings from l\fagmder's point of view with Mr. Mitchell, the 
three meeting-s. It-Mr.'Dean apparently was te11in~ them informa
tion and conduct by him that was completely inconsistent with every
thing- that l\fr. Dean was telling me from June 17 up until, you know, 
shortly before April 14. · 

I don't pretend to recall--
Senator BAKER. There are two or three points. 
Let me try to reduce it to that. The information yon received from 

the prosecutors on the early morning of April 15; 1973--
1\f r. KLEINDIENST. Yes, sir. . 
Senator BAKER r continuing]. Essentin llv was n repeat of the l\Ia- . 

~mder and Dean testimony before the U.S. Attorney for the ~rand 
1urv. 

l\fr. Ku'.rXDIF.NST. Thnt is nll it was. 
Senator BAKER. All right. 
And in that I assume from the testimonv we JuH·e receirnd from 

::\fa~ruder and Dean thev were saying in effect that . the,· didn~t k-now 
about it or-well, let. me think now. Dean I guess would ha,·e said he 
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didn't know about it beforehand and began to suspect afterward and 
told the President or rather assumed that the PrPsicll'ltt knew some
thing in September Hli2. I am thinking of the Dean testimony now. 

Mr. KLEIXl>IENST. No. 
Senator BAKER. Did that ever come out? 
l\fr. KLEIXDIENST. To the best of rnv recollection the information 

gi\·en to me by Mr. Silbert did not and
0

the notes I took did not in any 
way implicate the President of the Fnited States. 

Senator BAKER. Did you mention the September meeting? 
Mr. KLEIXl>IEXST. I can't recall any specific dates, Senator Baker. 
Senator BAKER. If you had to judge would you say that thPn\ was 

any part of that conversation that said that the President knew or Imel 
reason to know of the--

1\fr. KLEIXDIEXST. Nothing. . 
Senator BAKER [continuing]. Alleged co,·erup prior to March 1973? 
Mr. KLEIXDIENST. Nothing was said to me that night that would 

irnl?licate the President of the rnited States, to my recollection. 
Senator BAKER. ,ve ham evidence that }fr. Dean talked to the Presi

dent in March. Now obviously the President knew something. I am 
not quite sure what Mr. Dean told the President. But we ham his 
testimony before us. 
· Mr. KLEIXDIENST. I don't know either. Mr. Petersen I understand is 

LJ
aoing to be called to testify. He has. had quite a traumatic experience 
n this, too. I don't think as intense as mine. He has a wry good mem

ory and recollection and I think I would really rel.y or be willing to 
. ·ely more on Henry's recollection of the information he got before 

. hat meeting and what they gave me that night. 
'Senator BAKER. All right. 
Let's go to the meeting with the President, then, if we depend on 

Mr. Petersen to tell us what he told you and elaborate that subject 
matter further with that witness. 

·Mi·. KLEIXDIENST. All right. · . 
Senator BAKER. I must ask you, Mr. Kleindienst, a little more about 

the President's reaction. Particularly, did he give the appearance of a 
man who received the impression the first time or one who had some 
familiarity with the subject matter. 

1\!r. KLEINDIENST. Well, he gave me the impression of a person 
who either received it from me the first time or at least contemporane
ously. The reason why I put that qualification on it is as a result of 
Mr. Ehrlichman's telephone call to me the e,·ening before at 5 :30, 
and I would guess, and I am now speculating that based upon-you 
know the proximity of Mr. Ehrlichman to the President that if Ma
gruder was up there in the 1'71iite House Saturday afternoon telling 
thm1 what he had been telling the TT.S. Attorney's Office, I ham just 
got to believe that 1\fr. Ehrlichman called np the President and said 
I ham just talked to Magruder and I have got some very interesting 
information for yon. But I know the Presidt>nt~s attitude in response 
to the information that I gave him was ~uch that it was at least of a 
contemporaneous knowledge and one of-well. he was just ve1·v upset 
nhont it, and he was YCI'V concerned abont it and he was n1:v hurt 
hv it and he was very fro11bled bv it. · 

· SPnator R\JrnR. Diel he mai,P anv statPrnents that he had heard 
this from Dean before or hadn't or rlid he make any statements. ''This 
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48. On April 15, 1973 at 8:41 a.m. Kleindienst attempted to reach 

the President by telephone to request an immediate meeting. The President 

returned Kleindienst's call at 10:13 a.m. and agreed to meet Kleindienst 

that afternoon. 
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ACTIVITY 

The President talked with Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr, 

The President talked with television writer and producer 
Paul W. Keyes. 

The President telephoned his Press-Secretary, Ronald L•-
Ziegler, The call was not complet.ed. 

The President talked with his Assistant, Henry A._ Kissinger. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler·. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst. The President's Special Assistant, Step~en B. 
Bull, took the call, . 

The President had breakfast. 

The President was telephoned by Mr. Kissinger. Mr. Bull took 
the .,call, 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President talked with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady went to the Yellow Oval Room. 

The President and the First Lady had coffee with: 
Rev. Edward V. Hill, pastor of the Mount...zion 

Missionary Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California 
Mrs. Edward V. Hill 

The Presidential party went to the East Room. 

The President and the First Lady hosted a worship service 
conducted by Rev. Hr. Hill. The Rochester Male Chorus 
Rochester, Minnesota also participated in the service. 
a list of guests, see APPENDIX "A." 
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1:05 

2:22 

3:30 

3:44 

3:49 

5:15 

5:32 

l'IIONE 
P•l11.accJ 

R~R«~iv~J 

J.o LO 

p 

R 

R 

p 

p 

TIME DAY U 

ACTIVITY 

The President and the First Lady. accompanied 
Mrs. Hill, went to the State Dining Room. 
participated in a photo opportunity at the 
Grand Staircase. · 
· White House photographer, in/out. 

The President and the First Lady received 
Members of the press, in/out. 
White House photographer, in/out 

by Rev. Mr. and 
Enroute. they 
foot of the 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

· The President and the First Lady participated in a photo 
opportunity with the Rochester Male Chorus • 

. White House photographer, in/out. 

The President went to his office in the EOB •. · · 

The President met with Attorney General 

The President met with Hr. Ehrlichman. - · 

The President talked with his Assistant, R. R. Haldelll8n. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Kleindienst. 
The call was not completed. 

The President ' talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President telephoned Mr. Jtebozo. The call was 
completed. 

The President met with: 
Attorney General Kleindienst. 
Henry E. Petersen, Assistant Attorney General 

The President telephoned Mr. Ehrlichman. The call was not 
completed. 

The President went ' to West Executive Avenue. 

The President and Hr. Rebozomotored frorn the EOB to Pier On.:: 
of the Washington Navy Yard. Enroute, the PresidC'nt 
greeted members of the crc,wd assel)lbled at the north exit 
of West Executive Avenue. 

The President. and Hr. Rebozo boarded the Sequo-t~. 

,-.......,....----1._..--1.-__,___,__ ______ ...-- ________ _ j 
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9:41 
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PRESIDENT RICHAIW NIXON'S DAILY DIARY 
fSc-c Trnd Record for ·ruvcl Activtty) 

DATE (Mo., D,y. Yr.I 

_ERIL___:!1_, 1973 
TIM.! DAY 

5:32 p.m. SUNDAY 

ACTIVllY 

The President and Mr. Rebozo were greeted by Lt. Cdr. 
Andrew J. Combe, Captain of the Sequoia, 

The President went boating on the Sequoia. He was 
accompanied by: 

Mr. Rebozo , 
Lt. Col. William L. Golden, ·Military .Aide 
Maj. Gen. Walter R. Tkach, Personal Physician 
Manolo Saachez, valet 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President and Mr. Rebozo motored from the Washington Navy 
Yard to West Executive Avenue. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

The President met with his Counsel, JohnW. Dean III. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

The President met with: 
Hr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President returned to the second floor Residence, 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 
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trict judge. The way we had allocated it, it was their tum to come up 
with one and I wa1itecl to suppress my pleasure to those t,vo Senators 
for fear it might prejudice .Matt. He is an outstanding judge. And 
then I think I gave him those qualities. He is a bachelor, he is about 
40 years of age, he is dedicated to the law: and as I said in these troubled 
times as a result of "\Vatergate , as a result of Pat Gray's misfortunes, 
that this would be regarded I think with complete credibility, there 
could be no charge of politics because of his bona fides as a Democrat, 
and then I said you will haYe a man who will be fair and forthright 
imd honest in this job. 

I don't know whether :Mr. Ehrlichman suggested to me that I contact 
Mr. Byrne or not. I do know that in that conYersation, I said, or I-. 
believe that I did, my recollection is that I ham not talked to Matt 
Byrne since the Ellsbcrg trial started. I said I expressed good wishes 
to him through mutual friends in Los Angeles, but that he and I have 
just not talked together since the Ellsberg trial started. N eithei' one 
of us wanted, at least I, and I am sure he felt that we wanted anybody 
to think from the appearance of justice I was going in his back 
chambers and trying to get some special consideration for the Govern
ment in that very significant and vital case. 

I have no recollection of Mr. Ehrlichman ewr indicating to me at 
that meeting he himself was going· to talk to Judge Byrne. Because 
of the standard that I had set for myself in not talking to Judge 
Byrne throughout this trial, if Mr. Ehrlichman had indicated to me 
that he was goint5 to I am confident that I would have said John, you 
cannot do that wllile this trial is going on, or at least you should not. 
Really you, on behalf of the President, are really no different than I, 
a member of the President's family. In any ernnt, when I first learned 
of the fact that Mr. Ehrlichman had contacted Judge Byrne, I know 
·I registered a feeling of surprise that such a meeting had occ_urred. I 
know Judge Byrne well enough to know that he did nothing improper· 
as a result of that meeting, or those meetings, nor would he permit 
anybody else to put him in a situation of impropriety. · The Eilsberg 
trial was just -about ready to come to a conclusion, the evidence. was 
just about in, it was going to the jury, and because of the delay that 
had already occurred I didn't think there "as that kind of a problem. 
Mr. Gray was continuing to act as the Acting Director of the FBI, 
and I thought, with great distinction. 

That is what I recollect of the Byme incident. 
Mr. DoRSEN. I just want to allude to a few of the subsequent events 

briefly at that time, however important they are. I do not want to 
pursue it in detail now, but am I correct that. on the early morning 
hours of April 15, 1973, you had a. meeting with Mr. Petersen, U.S. 
Attorney Harold Titus and the prosecutors at your home? 

Mr. KLEINDIEKST. It wa.s just one of the prosecutors and that was 
the chief prosecutor, Mr. Silbert. 

Mr. DoRs~;N. Am. I correct that this meeting dealt with the dis
closure of Mr. Magruder and .Mr. Dean to the prosecutors 1 

Mr. Ku,INDIENST. Yes, sir. · . 
Mr. Do«St<:N. Following that meeting, am I correct that you made 

n appointment to see the President later in the day on April 15~ 197:3? 
l\f r. KLEINDIENST. That meeting commenced at approximately 1 

o'clock in the morning, it terminated around 5 o·c1ock in the morning. 
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I was up at 8 :30 a.m. As a result of that meeting we agreed that I had 
to see the President. I put a call in to the ·white House at 8 :30 a.m., 
the President returned my call at 9 ::m a.m. I told him it was absolutely 
imperative that I see him right away. He said that I have the Sunday 
service at the White House at 11 a.m. I told him that rather than go 
to church with my wife and children I would go up there and atte1id 
that service at 11 o'clock and be available to see him after that was 
over. 

think the reception lasted until approximately 1 o'clock and around 
1 o'clock in the afternoon I met with the President in his office in the 
Executive Office Building. 

Mr. DoRsEN. Now, am I correct that at least part of the meeting 
was devoted to briefing the President and that one of the decisions 
made on the afternoon of April 15 by you would be that you would 
in effect withdraw from the supervision of the prosecution of the 
"\Vater<rate case? 

Mr. l(LEINDIENST. The whole meeting was devoted solely to talking 
about the information that I had obtarned that night and the conse
quences that inevitably must flow from it, 

Mr. DoRSEN. Now, I would like to show to you a document which 
you pr?yided the committee d8;te~ April 151 1973. The fi.rst page is 
typewritten. The page under 1t 1s handwritten. I ask 1f you can 
identify that for the committee? 

Mr. KLEI:sDIENST. Yes. I know what you have in your hand, l\fr. 
Dorsen. I furnished it to the committee. The document underneath. in . 
my handwriting, is a document that I wrote out in my office in the 
presence of Mr. Petersen after he and I had met with the President of 
the United Stat~s in which I set forth the reasons why I had to recuse 
myself from any further contact or invoh'ement in the ·watergate 
case and in which I designated him to substitute for me as the Attorney 
General of the United States in anything further concerning the 
1Vatergate case. 

I further requested that he communicate this decision of mine to-
in the contents of this memorandum to U.S. Attorney Titus, Silbert, 
and to .Acting Director Gray of the FBI. I signed it and I had :\fr. 
Petersen sign it indicating the time that he received it. It was impor
tant for me to establish the time when I no longer had any connection 
with the ,vatergate thing. 

I then Xeroxed a copy of my handwritten statement and gave it to 
him and I kept the original. And this is it-the top document that you 
handed me is a typed document of my hand written document. 

Mr. Dom,F.N. :Mr .. Chairman, I request that the documentidentified 
and summarized by Mr. Kleindienst be admitted into evidence. 

Senator ERVIN. i:t will be received and appropriately marked as an 
exhibit and admitted in evidence as such. 

[The document re ferretl to was marked exhibit No. 145.*l 
Mr. DonsKN. "\l\'hat does the word "recuse" mean in this context? 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. It is a technical word used by lawyers and par-

ticularly those in Government service which signifies that for one 
reason or another, usually ethical reasons , that you withdrew from any 
further participation in a particular matter. 

•see p. :1Sf.O. 
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,Justice, could it be possible that he was talking to the U.S. District 
~\.tt.orney downtown? 

Mr. Ku:rNDIE:-iST. No. I construe that statement as of March 21, 
Senator Montoya, to mean that he was having, as I learned subse
quently, Mr. Ehrlichman, conduct an in-house investigation. That 
is-based upon what Mr. Ehrlichman told me Saturday evening, 
April 14, that is what I would assume the investigation ,vas; an 
in-house non-Department of ,Justice investigation. 

Senator MONTOYA. 1Vell, )fr. Ehrlichman testified that there was 
really no investigation going on on his part and l\fr. Dean has also 
indicated that he was just going around trying fo find out what was 
being done , that is all. But the actual investigation was being con-
ducted by the Department of ,Justice. · 

:Mr. Ku:rNDIE..,ST. "\Ve never stopped our investigation. At no time 
did the Department of Justice ever consider that the ·watergate case 
was closed. 

Senator :MONTOYA. Now, did it ever occur to you that you might 
visit the President and inform him as to what you might be reading in 
the newspapers and what curiosity was being aroused in your mind as 
to possible implication on the part of people at the "\\'bite House or at 
the:Committee To Re -Ele ct the President? 
" l\fr. KLEIXDIENST. I didn't have any reason to do that. There were 
people up there who read the newspapers and can brief the President 
on that. 

Senator l\foNTOYA. Yes; but you were in charge of the Federal in-
vestigation and you were the Attorney General-- . ·· 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. Senator :Montoya--·r-1enator nfoNTOYA [continuing]. Of the United States. 
. l\fr. KLEINDIENST. With God as my witness, not until the night of 

April 14 or between the hours of 1 and 5 o'clock in the morning in my 
. home-on Sunday, April 15, was I ever given any credible ed.dence by 

anybody that would indicate the criminal culpability or complicity 
of any top White House or campaign people in this entire matter. 

Senator :\IoxTOY.\. \Y('J'(' YOll--

u. Mr. KLEI~DIExs,:. And i-i.s s<?on as. I got that i1:1forniation, I ~m;11e
rntely set m mot10n a meetmg with the President of <the l ,mted 
tates. . 
Senator MoxTOYA. Yon , ,,·ere being briefed <1nite constantly at the 

Department of .Tustice about the state of the inn•stigation- · -
Mr. K1.F.1xon:xsT. Y PS.sir. 
Senator :\foxTOY.\. "\Yere YOU not? 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes. si·r. 
Senator MoxTOYA . .\.11d m1sn't tlwre any e,·idence indicating com-

plicity on the part of people at the ('RP? · 
~Ir. KLF.IXDIEXST. X o. sir. 
Senator l\IoxTOY,\ ... (ny HidPnce brought to your attention 1 
:Mr. Ku:tXDIENST. Xo, sir. 1-fonry P,)tersPn and I speenlntecl almost 

constantly, partie11lad_y nfter thP trial and .Tmlg1' Sirica Sl.'ntPneing 
procedures. that i.t was just possible that Gordon Liddy or }fr. Hunt 
or mie of th e fin', if ,n .. co1ild get t!tPm bl,fon , :1 grand jur~ ·. gin • them 
immunity and compel tlwtn to t<>stify. eo111d ha, ·e eridenee to ofi"t•r 
that wonld im·oh·p somPbodv PlsP. R11t 1 l'PlllPrnht:>r Ifrnrv P etersen 
saying to 11w e,·pn a ftrr tl{c :\feC'oi·d stntPment , that st"anding by 
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49. On April 15, 1973 John Ehrlichman met with Gordon Strachan from 

approximately 10:00 a.m. to 10:35 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. to noon. They 

discussed Strachan's recollection of his contacts with Magruder and 

Haldeman relating to Watergate. Ehrlichman has testified that he con

fronted Strachan with Magruder's allegation about sending Strachan a 

budget which included specific reference to bugging, and that Strachan 

said that he was sure he had never seen-anything like that. Ehrlichman's 

notes of his meeting with Strachan reflect a reference to a memorandum 

from Strachan to Haldeman stating a sophisticated intelligence operation 

is going with a 300 budget. 
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MR. STRICKLER: I would direct the witness not to answer 

the question. 

THE WITNESS: I shall comply. 

BY MR. - DUNIE: 

Q Did you ever discuss with Mr. Gordon Strachan the 

gathering of political intelligence from Mr. O'Brien or his 

office? 

A This is any discussion prior to June? 

Q Yes. 

A The answer is "no." 

MR. DUNIE: So we don't have to keep addressing questions, 

when I say Mr. O'Brien or his·office I always mean anything 

involving Mr. · 0 1 Brien. 

Do we 'Understand each other now, Mr. Ehrlichman? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

Fa r with Mr. 

BY MR. DUNIE: 

Subsequent to June 17 of 1972 did you ever disduss 

Gordon Strachan the gathering of political intelligence--

MR. STRICKLER: Objection. 

Q --which octurred prior to June 17th of 19V2, against 

the Democratic Party? 

MR. STRICKLER: You may answer that question. 

THE WITNRSS: Yes, I did. 
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MR. STRICKLER: Democratic National Headquarters? 

MR. DUNIE:· Democratic National Headquarters. I beg 

your pardon. 

MR. STRICKLER: You may answer that. 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I. did. 

BY MR.· DUN!E: 

Q ·Approximately when was that conversation held? 

A That was. sometime in the month of April, 1973. I 

believe around the 15th or 16th of April. 

Q Was there more than one such conve.rsation? 

A In general only one that would be responsive to your 

question. 

Q Was this a face to face conversation or a telephone 

conversati@m? 

A Face to face. 

Q Where did it take place? 

A In my office. 

Q Was there anyone else present? 

A No. 

Q And did that conversation relate back to events 

prior to June 17th? 

A Yes, it did. 

Q Will you tell us, olease, what was said by each of 
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you? 

A I explained to Mr. Strachan that I . was gathering 

information for the President; that I had been assigned by 

the President to bring to him all of the information that r 

could gather on the subject of the events leading up to the 

break-in, any possible White House involvement, and any 

evidence that I could adduce relating to attempts to cover 

up the matter afterward. 

I asked him to provide me with any information that he 

could,particularly relating to the involvement of White House 

people but also to give me a feel for what he knew about the 

events which transpired. 

Then-..: 

MR. STRICKLER: Now at this point I would like to caution 

the witness and advise the attorneys that your discussions· 

with Mr. Strachan pertaining to the post . June 17th matter 

fall within the relevancy objection. 

So, feel free to testify as to everything concerning the 

pre June 17th matter but nothing subsequent thereto. 

MR. DUNIE: Continue, please. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

Mr. Strach~n advised me that he was as.signed as a staff 

liason to the Committee to acquaint himself with the current 
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advisetl from time to tirr;e as needed of wha':.. w3s -1.:::-i:1-:: on at 

· the Re-Election Committee. 

He said that . he had had some conversations wit~ }tr. M~1crru,:!er 

at the Cormni t~ee with regard to whether or not Gordon Liddy 

should remain e:nployed at the Committee. 

He told me that Mr. Magruder and ~1r. Liddy w~r~ not on 

good terms; that at one point in time ~tr. Magruder had tran~ r~~t-rc.•d 

Mr. Liddy from his direct area of operation --from M~aruder's 

area of operation -- to the Finance Committee and that he h:ctd . 

subsequently been reassigned to Magruder's area of operation: 

that he, Strachan 

I asked Strachan, based on information that I had alreaJy .. 
developed in the course of this investigation whc tlwr or n , ,:_ · 

he had ever received any budgets or memoranda or other. mat<·1·i.ll 

which would indicate that a·bugging operation or eter.t.ronic 

surveillance was going to take place. 

He stated that he had not received such materi;Jl. 

I asked him whether he had ever received anythjnq whic:h 

would have indicated to him that such a sur~reillanr:e ')periJt · ic,n 

was underway, that is the fruits cf 21 b'"C!(rin,: rmer -; ,1·.i . ',r1. 

He said in r et ro spect he r::oulc 1 re c .·: L l_ rF1vinn n,, ; r \ j ·.rr!r! 

prior to the kn ow ledge of the b rrc'c ?t:- :.r: it sr,:.f --;>,.::i · !'v : r: r,qJ , t 
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' recall having r~ceived some synopses which m{ght have been 

.the fruits of such an investigation or a surveillance or not. 

In other , words, it was ambiguous sofar as he was concerned 

I asked .him whether he had ever seen any memoranda which 

·bore . the code names that you have suggested earlier, and he 

said not, that he had never seen anything bearing those 

designations. 

Q Did you ever ask him the cord wor-d "Gemstone"? . 

A ~es, I did. 

I asked him what he did with the material as it came 

over from the Cornmittee,which he obtained. 

He said ordinarily he held it, that from timeto time 

material which he felt was important for Mr. Haldeman to see 

he would show him or send to him to read. 

I asked him whether he had ever sent the synopses to 

Mr. Haldeman to read --that he now thought might have been 

the fruits of electronic surveillance. 

He said that he wasn't sure whether ~r. Haldeman had 

ever read those or not. 

I then asked him if he had any personal knowl~dge of 

any of the events leading up tb the break-in itself. 

He said that at some point in time he had been informed 

by Mr. Magruder that an intelligence operation in fact had 
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· been establi·shed. He did not equate that with electronic 

surveillance necessarily. There had been a great many efforts 

apparently to get some kind of information gathering facility 

developed at the Committee to Re-Elect over a period of months 

and that for one reason or another it never got put together 

and so finally Jeb Magruder reported to him that such an 

entity did exist and it was capable of securing information and 

I didn't ask Strachan what kind of information, so he didn't 

tell me·. 

The remainder of our conversation, I think to the best 

of my recollection, falls within the area Mr. Strickler has 

referred to. 

Q That is the events which occurred after June 17, 

1972? 

A Yes. 

Q Now at the time that this conversation was held_ 

with Mr. Strachan in mid-April, 1973 had you been assigned 

to conduct an investigation into the"Watergate Affair"? 

A Yes, I had. 

Q Did that instructicin c oMe from the President? 

A Yes. 

Q Was th er e anyone els e to that in vestiaation 

at the White Fo u se? 
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A Not that I know of, not at that time. 

Q And did you conduct that investigation by speaking 

to various persons whose names had arisen in the press or 

whose names had come to you through other methods, through 

other sources? 

A Yes,+ talked to a number of people. 

Q In.your conversation with Mr. Strachan did you ask 

him anything concerning funds from the Finance Committee 

and whether he had received any such funds? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q Prior to June 17 of 1972? 

~ 

A Yes. 

Q And will you tell us, please, that portion of your 

conversation with him? 

A He told me that prior to the operative date of the 

new Campaign Finance Law that a fund had been established for 

'*' political pollin~$350,000; that, I believe, Strachan took 

delivery of that money and caused it to be placed in a safety 

deposit box and I am not clear whether he told me whether any 

of it had been withdrawn prior to this June date or not. So 

I wouldn't be in a position to say whether I a~ getting outside 

the bounds here or not in talking about withdrawals. 

Q Do you know, physically, in terms of the community 
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where that safe deposit box was located? 

A I believe it was located in Arlington. I am not 

sure. 

I don't know. I am not sure Strachan told me that. 

Somebody told me that. 

Q Do you know whether Mr. Strachan indicated to you 

that he had t.urned that money over to anyone else? 

A Yes. 

Q To whom had.he turned it-over? 

A I don't know the man's name. 

Q Did you ask him the man's name? 

A No. He volunteered his identity, characterized 

him as a friend of Alex Butterfield. 

Q Who was Alex Butterfield? 
C 

A At that time, when he received the money, he was 

a member of the White House staff. 

Q He did not indicate Mr. Butt~rfield personally 

received the money however, did he? 

A No, I don't believe he did. 

Q Did he indicate he knew the man 'who had been 

recommended to him by Mr. Butterfield to receive this $350,000? 

A I don't recall whether he did or not. 

Q Did he indicate to vou whether that money had ever 
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been kept at the White House for any period of time? 

A Prior to June 17 I don't believe he did. 

Q Did he indica~e to you they had received an addi~ 

tional $22,000 on or about November 28 of 1972? 

MR. STRICKLER: I object on the ground of relevancy. 

Suggest the witness not answer the question. 

THE WITNESS: I shall comply. 

BY MR. DUNIE: 

Q Did he tell you who authorized the withdrawal of 

the $350,000 from the Finance Committee? 

No. 
, : 

Q I think you indicated yesterday that you did do 

some work on the political campaign in a certain context. 

Do you know who was authorized to withdraw such large 

sums of money from the Finance Committee prior to June 17 

of 1972? 

MR. STRICKLER: For the sake of the accuracy of the 

record, I appreciate your qualification on the end. 

Has it been established this money was withdrawn from 

the Finance Committee? 

MR. DUNIE: Yes, I think --

MR. STRICKLER: This is a question that seems to be 

assumed here. 
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Senator MONTOYA. ,vell, what particular assignment did he have 
during the compaign? I unde.rstoocl that he was going from l\lr. Hald~
man's office to the CRP and ba ck and forth. Did you know of this 
assignment? 

:Mr. Emu,ICIDL\N. No, sir. 
Senator l\foxTOYA. Have vou since found out about this assignment 1 
Mr. E1rnLICHl\L\N. In thJ course of these hearings I ha-ve learned a 

great deal more than I eyer learned when I was in the White House. 
Senator l\foNTOYA. You mean you did not find out while you were at 

the ,vhite House about ')fr. Strachan's assignment? 
Mr. EHRLICHJ\L\N. I knew almost nothing about the scope of Mr. 

Strachan's assignment while he was in the '\Vhite House until late, you 
know, in the March-April period, when I got into it and I began in
terviewing people and he was one of the people I interviewee.. 

Senator :\foNTOYA. W11at did you find out about him 1 
Mr. EHRLTCHMAN. At that time? 
Senator 'i\loNTOYA. Yes. 
l\Ir. EHP.LICHJ\IAN.. That he was the liaison man between Mr. Halde

man and the Committee To Re-Elect for the purpose of keeping both 
ends of his liaison informed of the acts and desires of the other. 

Senator 1IoxTOYA. Did you know him i 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. 
Senator ·M:oNTOYA. Did you know him to be a very reliable young 

man? 
Mr. EHnLICHl\IAN. ·well, I did not know him well enough to form an 

opinion as to his reliability. 
Senator MONTOYA. If he conveyed anything to the CRP or brought 

anything to Mr. Haldeman from the CRP, would you say that he was 
carrying out his assignment properly? 

·l\Ir. EnnLICHJ\IAN. I could not speculate as to that, sir. 
Senator ·l\IoN~OYA. Why can't you~, . 

' l\Ir. EHRLICHMAN. 'Well, I just do not have that kind of knowledge. 
Now, so for as reliability is concerned, something occurs to me that 
perhaps you ought to know. My first interview wibh l\fr. Strachan was 
on the occasion of his having just returned from the grand jury, and 
he came in rather shaken and told me that he did not h--now what to do, 
and he was looking for somebody to giYe him some advice. He said that 
he had just. come back from testifying to the grand jury that he had 
delivered $350,000 to Mr. LaRue, and he said: 

As soon ns I left there I knew that was wrong. I had not deli,ered $350,000 to 
Mr. La Rue, I had delivered some lesser sum ·beem1se I remember that they took 
some money out or I took some money out. 

I have forgotten how he put it, but some money had been tnken out 
for advertising. "vVhat should I do?" And I said, ""\Vcll, do you have 
an attorney," and he said, "No, I do not," and I said: 

That is tlle first tlllng I think you ought to do, is get some ad,ice. The second 
thing, it seems to me, thnt yon ought to do. subject to your attorney's advice, is 
to go and tell the prosecutor rou think yon have made 11 mistake in your testimony. 

But that is probably the only real gage I have of Mr. Strachan's. 

~

~timonial reliability. 
Senator ·l\loNTOYA: Then, what did you find out about-what con-
1sion did you reach with respect to Mr. Strachan as a result of the 
tcrviews that you hacl 1 
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l\Ir. EHRLICHl\L\N. Wbat he told me in the second interview I had 
with him I felt was correct and the truth and that he was trying very 
hard to tell me everything he knew. I had a favorable impression of 
what he told me, that is, of the-of his attempt to tell the truth. 

Senator ~foNTOYA. The point I am trying to make is, did you reach 
any conclusion from the interviews with respect to him as to whether 
or not he •was involved either in the pre-June 17 complicity or afted 

Mr. EnRLICJil\IAN. I see. He told me that he had received from the 
Committee To Re-Elect notice that they had an intelligence capability. 
l-10----'and I confronted him with what •l\f r. Ma:gruder had alleged which 
was that :Mr. Magruder had sent over to him a budget which included 
specific reference to bugging and he said no he would have remembered 
if anything like that had come over. He was sure he had never seen 
anything like that. He said that he did receive from Mr. l\fagruder 
some materi~l designated Sedan Chair, and it looked to him like syn
opses of wiretap information. Of course, we have lea111ed since that 
Sedan Chair was not a wiretap but that was the only thing he said he 
received. He said he got no Gemstone material at.all. 
· Senator MoNTOYA. Mr. Ehdichman, I am just interested in what 
you concluded as a result of the interviews with respect to these in-

Mr. EuRLICHl\lAN. All right. l\Iy conclusion with regard to Mr. L
dividuals. 

; Strachan was that he was a messenger, that he was not an active plan-
ner or executor of any plan but simply a conrnyor back and forth .. 

Senator ·MoNTOYA. All right. Now what conclusion did you reach 
with respect to Mr. Kalmbach~ 

Mr. EnRLICHMAN". Uy conclusion after talking with l\Ir. Kalmbach, 
as you will see in this memorandum that we have now given the staff, 
I take it, perhaps it is best if ·I simply read you a short portion of that 
as my then contemporaneous conclusion. That will •probably be the best 
evidence. Do you have that, counsel? 

Mr. ,v1LsoN. I gave them the only copy I had. 
Mr. EHRLICHl\IAN. Do you want to read it~ 
Senator MoNTOYA. Let me, I am running out of time now. 
l\fr. EHRLICHMAN. All right, very shortly, Senator--
Senator l\foNTOYA. I merely wanted to get an indication as to what 

kind of an inquiry you had conducted with respect to each individual. 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. All rip:ht. l\Iy inquiry with him was as to his 

money-raising efforts and whether or not he knew, either directly or 
whether he knew circumsta.nces surrounding his effo1ts which might 
have put him on notice that he was engaged in an effort to buy the 
silence of defendants and I was satisfied that he did not ln1ow. 

Senator l\foNTOYA. All right, what inquiry did you make aibout Mr. 
Kalmbach? 

Mr. EHRLICIUIAN. I interviewed Mr. Kalmbach. 
Senator l\foNTOYA. Just briefly, what inquiry did you-you inter-

viewed him? 
Mr. Enm,ICHMAN. Yes, sir. 
!Senator lfoNTOYA. All right. And you taped his conversation? 
]\fr. E1mr,ICHMAN. No, sir. I made this memorandum afterward 

which I have given to the staff. 
Senn.tor l\IoNTOYA. All right. 
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Mr. EHRLICH~IAN. In that I think you will see that it's my conclusion 
that he acted in the ·best of faith thinking that he was simply engaged 
in raising money for the defense fund. purposes that he has testified to. 

,Senator MoNTOY A. All right. Then how many interyiews did you · 
conduct as a result of your being commissioned by the President to go 
into this? 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Well, let me refer to my.list again. Ten. 
Senator MONTOYA. Ten 1 
Mr. EitRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. . -. 
Senator MoNTOYA, How long did it take you to conduct-these· 
terviews? 

• Mr. Emu.tcalltAN, wen, I did this in th• period be!;ween April 5 
and April 14. • . 

b
•S. enator MoNTOYA. The _P_ re __ sident ind. icate.d that he. ·h9:d also--.··_ .. 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Excuse me, I ·am sorry, 'Senator, April 15, !beg 

our pardon because I saw Mr. Strachan at 9 o'clock on Sunday 
orning the 15th. 
Senator MoNTOYA: All right. 
Now, what was this statement of the President all -a.bout when he 

stated th3:t _on March 21 -~s a result of ~rious charges "whic~ cam~ to 
my attention, some of which were publicly reported, I began mtellSlve 
new inquiries into this whole matter." · 

What did he mean by that? . · 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Well, I think what he meant by that was the series 

of events starting March 21 and culminating April 17 which would 
have been his conversation with Mr. Dean on_ the 21st; the McCord 
letter to J w:lge Sirica on what, the 23d or whatever it was; his sending 
Mr. Dean to Camp David to write out his statement; Mr. Dean's return 
without the statement; his turning the investigation over, taking it 
from Mr. Dean, his turning the inquiry over to me; my efforts to talk 
to witnesses through this time; the parallel efforts, and I don't mea.n 
to in -any way diminish the efforts of the investigators in the Depart
ment of Justice and in the prosecutor's office who were doing an ex-
traordinarilyeff ecti ve job right at this time. · 

You see, when I talked to Mr. Magruder, for instance, he had already 
been to see the U.S. attorney and told him everything as a result of 
their efforts. 1So these were ail parallel efforts going on and there was a 
lot of reporting. The President had his meeting with the Attorney 
General and Mr. Petersen on that Sunday, and they compared notes 
as to all of these investigations, and then this all ca.me to a. head on 
that following Tuesday. · 

Senator. MONTOYA. Would you then say that up until ·March you were 
convinced, and the President was convinced in the White House that 
there was no White House involvement? 

Mr. EHRLICHMA'S'. Yes, sir. 
Senator MONTOYA. You were convinced up to that timei 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir, and I was saying that all across the 

country because I believed it. ·· 
Senator Mo11i'TOYA. And you kept saying this to the President on the 

basis· of information which you were receiving from Mr. Dean and 
others? 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. In the best of faith, yes, sir. 
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The Pres iden t talked wit h Army Vic e Chief of Staff .Gen. 
Al exander H. Haig, Jr. 

The Pres id en t talked with te l evision writer and prodl!cer . 
Pa ul W, Keyes. 

Tne President telephoned his Press Secretary, Ronald L.
Ziegler. Tne call was not completed. 

The President talked ·with his Ass .ista_nt> Henry A .. ·. Kissinger~ 

The President talked with Hr. Ziegler ·. 

The P.tesident was telephoned by · Attorney General Richard G. 
· Kleindienst. The President .' s Special. Assistant. Step~en B. 

Bull, took the call. 

The President had breakfast. · 

The President was telephoned .by Mr. Kissinger. Mr. ~ull ·. took 
the call. 

· The President talked with Attorney General Kleindi1mst.. 

The President talked with Hr. Kissinger. 

The P.resident went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with his Assistant, Jolui n. · Ehrlic.hman •. 
. ,· 

The .President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady went to the Yello'loT Oval 

The President and the First Lady l1ad coffee with: 
Rev. Ed,,:ard V. Hill, pas tor of the }!ount . lion . 

Missionary Baptist Church, Los Angeles~ California 
Hrs. Edward V. Hill 

The Presidential party went .to the East Roo~. 

The Pr es ident and th r- Fi r s t La dy hosted a ·1,orship sen : ice 
cori duCt c<l- by RcY-. i ~r. Hill .. .. 111e _Rt..'chest _et .:. ?-t"lle Cht":i...::.; l,-: 

I I . 
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ACTIVITY 

The Pre,,ident and Hr. Rcbozo were grc.,ted by Lt. Cdr. 
Andrew J. Combe, Captain of the Sequoia. 

The President went boating on tha Seauoia. He was 
accompanied by: 

Mr. Rebozo 
Lt. Col. William L. Golden, Hili tary Aide .. 
Maj. Gen. Welter R. Tkach, Personal Physician. 
Nanolo Saachez, valet 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President and Hr. Rebozo motored f-i;om the Washington Navy 
Yard to West Executive Avenue. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with: 
Mr,' Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

The President talked with }Ir. Petersen. 

The President met .. -ith his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

The President met ~-lith: 
Hr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 
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:\·IR. JACK i\ESBITT 
Presidential Papers 

~ 

·-----·- -------- _. _.:.. .. -• 

Diary -
15. 1973 

.. .. . ' ltte~tionto the Pr~sidcnt'sDaily Dia,:}' 
,;:April ;l , . , .pcirticl1larlythe . dis ,crepancies therein :-yilh sertain\ 
·inaivicius!~ :rneehr1gth~ _p.resiclent arid .has asked ioi- clar:iiication on <:: 
·,t hese p~irit~\ ·:J ~~ill t~y· t"o give thes 'e clarifications · to you tothebest · . 

. c.';'i/of my kno'\yledge <,1.nd r{collection to:tyther \<..•ith conversaticms I 
:_:(:{had'" \vith 'oth~r~ _'and.their knowl<:dge -an:d recollection concerning 
·:. this · day~ , --

it~:f /~,~~~, ' ~~~:!~iy~~~E:~~aI~J::~:~~~,~::~~~~:1~~~~~~!~:~1 
:;· \'\tir~}~f<: .~/-}~J.·}·.~~-:":·:~ti .ere ~.--j_,~·-·-,~.n, ,a}: ~.oni pan yi11g _riot€: -·frOm ·:th _C ·_s~c ·r·et S~r -,v_r~.c 

ii , ::1_·::which'staf~_s·:··,.·V'8 _meetings in Ov~l Office beh~~en .-•.... -· . . 
· Jo:3:5,:-, l.b15 ai.rJi.:11 The Pre.siclcnt, in .fact, did meet 

• .::... ' , • ·- . " ·· . ' ~ > . __ -,_., . • .... '. . ~ ·. • 

with .John: 'EhrJkhman in the O\'alOffice during this --
,pe.r ,i-0d -o(t~mc . . Jt' probably ;_i;,e_nt unqoti<;:ed ·l),;,:thc : 'sec 

. Sen ~icc as .1Jr .. Ehrlichman -\<.'0-l~ld pr -obab l yh~ve c 
. th r9Ugh.ihe · t>r iv~:te door in ;\fr. Dttll, 5 of fi.c.'c/ i a :r rhc d 
at n'.lY offic;:f'at ;~ ·pi-oxirnat.cl y 11 :00 < a. m. 2.t-id met ?\12..:1010 
Sa:H .:hez t:icre. f-:fo fold me that -the Presi~lcnt v:;:i.s meet r~ --

i!\n:.: -.\:ithruJ)·Ei1;Jic:1:nan at rhattir.;c. :\tr: S3.nchczand rn:;-~.cli \•:;itcd fot t:,e Ptc,;idcr.t -.to leave aS we kn¢w i1e . 
'.'' · ~\·~)'.':i:·xpec,tc~J{i.(lic Y..:llo·.:; O ~·al Roo1 i 1 on the sec one! [l<lOr 

· .of th.c Rc'.si"<lc·n t: c. to ha \"C c ofre c \\' ith th c 11.e \"~rend :S. V. 

(901) 
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49. 6 TOM HART MEMORANDUM, JULY 24 19'13 EXHIBIT 29 
IN RE GRAND JURY1 MISC. 4'1-,?3 ' ' 

z. · }· . 

, Hill \,iho '-'·':3.§ the .'.'.Jir.(ster for the \Vhitc House Worship Service .·· 
~ - - .- _....._ .-.... ·1~~, ·· r,, ·;_-·-. .--,~~ ··· ~~, ' ,-.. -r) . ·• ._._· f-\· ·t .. , :..l 1 ~--i I"" 'h, ·ff. · ·, .· . tn .... t sa ... ..,. ... o .. , ~n;-· ,,l .. r rc. , 1c.cn d.u Lt:~\<.;; 1s o ice .it 

:r.·,.:, ... 1·1~·1· - .. · . .,..., :'-.' ; ·,:. .. '.·•· . ··, ··<l t .. ~. ·, ;,:, ,,• 1 ' - ·• -..1 ·· ·, \'r · ··, · ·,. t ,,,, . . • . :,3. •.•.. ,. .... no . ,1.,~ur.1e o ~ ...... L~C-lCl:n1..c .... one. ve \Vere no 

);.}/sure exactlf "'-'r1eri :\!r. Ehrlic:unan entered tfrc Ovai Offic~ but 

))?,\' <>yer,in .. th~.;l:..0!:3_,oute_r office·· wa1t1ng 'Jar .the Pres1dent ... tO·.••a .rr _1vc 
.··:.<·•··,;:.aJa .ks s-~~t1·a,s)tl:~:·:,#I'rtVed the ·y·.-wer:t .it1.together .--. Thi~•·•·t~: ... ¢9~~· ....... \ 
:,,, ... 'firm~.cl ~Y/i\1r}~ ~t11:~ndJvir. Sanche7.. : .. ··, .. :The. diary · shows 'that the ·' 

!~f !t,tt;~,ttJ~~f i}\f ~\Qtli;;t'{:~:dai}{;::tAiilJlf i,isi;;t.lti:s~ 
:;:,i:l\fP Klc1ndi¢nst 1net:w1trLthe .Pr(!stde 'nt .·alone unnlhele1t ·and-,the·nf2'_< 

~.~:,.~--~->{:\--.-~ 

" . \fo,:This infotmati~ ., .. pfosap.ly c:~ .c .froni . the _EPS-,log).y.,,hich sh,.w~·-· , 
:'.~ .. \¥1/·,;_".i~~·-;i·· .. :,_., ~-,... ;:, ·. . _., . :'_ .. ·.·:'-~·-.··.'·. ' : ' . ' . ' . . · ... ... -._.,..:.:,:.. ~ · .. ··· .. ' .· · ·.· _.. ,.,_,·· :. . 
;';i;:\\;(!;;\~,-.. that;Nlt'" ,,Re.l>oio .. er.~:•r·ed tr..c cor:npJex ofEOB office·s at that 

!i!i;lI.ij~{f ;;:3{f ~:~~~?~J?itf ~:;;~vii;~~f ~~·d;~;·, 
.:,,:;,.,,r1 . . : ,and •.-:1J:.,,:oCld., ....... t.: ;,; _ '-J n .... l __ !;ho., • l} . c:. Ltt.:. --: • 00 p. m. '\t, •• c n ."\. ttor ,1CJ - . .. 

because 

(902) 
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IN RE GRAND JURY., MISC. 47-73 

3. 

\','; th Presid e nt in hi :; EOB offi.._, : 
are ~t.:~er; dl :, ·-.!:_1t by .:lie re (ep:.i. onist who sits out s ide his , 

··C:oo'r t]~(! re ~,, (i t'::z,t on t h i s p;irt i.cular cb.y \\·hich wa s a Sunday 
the .re. wa~ 11<1 re (.'.eptionist there because there is generally no 
n~ed for o; c_ as ths Prcsicent does notusudly have such meetings . 

. ~ Su:122. Y· ' N,l1e n such m e ~tings do.occur when thereceptionist 
~ot foe1~c~. your office generally relies on the EPS log for . 

· ·, tne .i ting in i orrn2.tion . . This can be c_rrohous as a person ·can be : 
; . d . ste:> .·<=ntering the comple~ of the President's EOB offic .~ 

' person entering the inner-office and mecting _there :> 
J2rCs'i.dei1t. Thi _s, I ; \ rspcct, . "vas the problem . with the · 

called our attention to . ' . ' . ' . 

(903) 





SO. On April 15, 1973 the President met with John Ehrlichman from 

10:35 to 11:15 a.m. Ehrlichman reported that he was meeting with Strachan. 

There was a discussion of the motive for payments to the defendants and 

of what Dean's defense might be to obstruction of justice charges. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of that conversation, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of the recording. A summary of that transcript has been 

prepared. 

Page 

50.1 President Nixon daily diary, April 15, 1973, 
Exhibit 20, In re Grand Jury, Misc. 47-73 ••••••••••••••• 906 

50.2 Memorandum from Tom Hart to Jack Nesbitt, 
July 24, 1973, Exhibit 29, In re Grand Jury, 
Misc. 4 7- 7 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 909 

50.3 House Judiciary Committee staff summary of 
White House edited transcript of a meeting 
between the President and John Ehrlichman 
from 10:35 to 11:15 a.m., April 15, 1973 •••••••••••••••• 912 
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50, l PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 15, 1973, EXHIBIT 20, 
_ IN RE GRAND JURY, MISC. 47-73 - - - - -

1 t-fC'. \.'/t11T[ H 0 U S£ PIIESIDENT li!CHMW NIXOrl'S DAILY Dl,\Hi'j 

i--------~~-----------~-~-f'I.AC t OIi Y t\J(0 AN l>A l 'E ( MO., , U.ay, Yr.} t\ , I\, 

*~:cviscd , 7 /26/73 (f:;~:~;; ;;;r;=~ APRIL 15 1973 : .'·' 
1',1[] ·', ',J![I 'l'l·'. ![0US£ " ' '- · 1 . , . , . !" .i ll ME ·-· -·- - --~DAY - --·- · ;, - -- ... • . - · 1, '..- __. __ ~, ,'.·;, : ... I I 

1_h'c:..:Ac:.Sc:.ii .::.T:.cN:-=-:1-=-~o.:..E:.cN.,_D_. c.,.:..~-R'._?_(_\t-I-~.~-,L;C;i~)E::»}------"-cr-rv-irr ____ .:1:.:2:..::.:0:.:9--..:a:..:·:..::m::.:·:.....::S:.:U:.:.~':.::'D:.:.A::.:Y'---I 

In 0.1t J.o 1.0 

12:09 

12:20 

12:33 

12:35 

1:01 

8 :41 

9:45 

10 :02 

10:13 

10:16 

10:35 

10: 35? 

11:15 

11:17 

11:17 

11:32 

11:33 

12:16 

12:32 

12:45 

1:04 

, 

10:15 

10:17 

11:15 

11:32 

12:07 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 

R 

R 

R 

p 

The President tal k ed with Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 

The President talked with television writer and producer 
Paul W. Keyes. 

The Pre s ident telephon ed his Press Secretary, Ronald L,-
Ziegler • . The call was not completed. 

The President talked with his Assistant, Henry A. Kissinger. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegl~r. 

The P_resident was telephoned by Attorney General . Richard G. 
Kleindienst. The President's Special Assistant, Step~en B. 
Bull, took the call. · 

The President had breakfast. 

The President was telephoned by Mr. Kissinger. }Ir. Bull took 
the call. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President talked with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President went to the Oval Office, 

The President met with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady went to the Yellow Oval Room. 

The President and the First Lady had coffee with: 
Rev. Ed1-:ard V. Hill, pas tor of the Mount . Zion 

:Hissionary Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California 
Mrs. Edward V. Hill 

The Presidential party went to the East Room. 

The Pr es ident and th e First Lady hosted a worship service 
con ducted by Rev. i lr. Hill. The Roche ster Nale Chor us of 
Roches ter, Ni nne s ot ~ also p3rticifated in the se rvic e . For 
a li s t of gues ts, s ee APPE:-;DIX "A." 

( 
1· - i:. ~ - . at . .1·' 1,· ' ··· • 2" .. , ' /~ _, ,, . . .. ~ i ·_. c; ·;-·- /·-~,: • ' '-- / l · , , · - · -' ,· , I 

• .. , ..... i ( . ._ Ge.~· _.c.. / L /,-"-" ' -="..:L'-"---'--'--,e;:..._..: ·-L.:.".!a.l _ '---"'--"- l.:..".:;.' -~.:..~ - ·-r-+ n:,:c..:•..:· '-'7-· :...i -,,',.,.,,· -".~.,_, ... _,, . ..-..,._--..,,.. '4, '·' ~ .. r-- ; 
~ - I. ; 7 -~ 
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50, 1 PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 15, 1973, EXHIBIT 20, 
IN RE GRAND JURY1 MISC. 47-73 

PHESIDENT RICH/IIW NIXOrl'S D.'\ll.Y DIAP.Y 
(St.;c Tr;n·d Rl·!<,rd f+lr Trnd Adiolfy} 

~ l)/;-:-11:::EG::-A::N:-----------------------------:D:-:A":"::T::-E-:-(-M-o.-_-o,-,-: Y-,-.}-----------1 
·, \ ~ 

__ APRIL_l ·5. _,_19}3 ; __ /~':'-. 
THE \-!ll ITE HOUSE 
1·'6SI/P'C:JO, 

TIME 
PIIONE 

l'= PI.\CcJ 
R·,-=RcfcivcJ ----· -----· -- ·- -- -· 

In 

12:11 

12:11 

1:05 

1:05 

1:11 

1:12 

2:30? 

3:27 

3:36 

3:48 

3:50 

4:00 

5:17 

5:25 

5:25 

5:32 

Out l.o 1.0 

1:05 

2:22 

3:30 

3:44 p 

R 

3:49 R 

p 

5:15 

p 

5:32 

TIME DAY u 

ACTIVITY 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied 
Mrs. Hill, went to the State Dining Room.' 
participated in a photo opportunity at the 
Grand Staircase. · 

White House photographer, in/out 

by Rev. Mr. and 
Enrou te, they . 
foot of the 

The President and the First Lady received their guest~.'. 
Members of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady participated in a photo 
opportunity with the Rochester Hale Chorus • 

. White House photographer, in/ o·ut 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with Attorney General Kleindienst; 

The President met with Hr. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Assistant, H. R. Haldeman. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Kleindienst. 
The call was not completed. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President telephoned Mr. Rebozo. The call was not 
completed. 

The President met with: 
Attorney General Kleindienst 
Henry E. Petersen, Assistant Attorney General 

The President telephoned Hr. Ehrlichman. The call was not 
completed. 

The President went to West E.,ecutive Avenue. 

The President and !-Ir. Re bozo n:otored fror.1 the EOB to Pier On.:.· 

of the W:ishi113ton Navy Yard. Enroatl", the PresidC'nt 
greeted members of the cro\;d asser,1blcd at the north t>Xit 
of l,es t Exe cu ti ve Avenue. 

The PrC'sident .:.ncl · 1-11". Rebozo b0ardc,l the ~:: :J_. 
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50, 1 PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 15, 19 73, EXHIBIT 20, 
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PRESIDENT fliCH,'IIW N!XO::-:i:::l'S ;:;-:::-OA7 1-;;-L::Y----:::D:-:IA:::H~Y;---------,----~ 

.. 1\Y DEGAN 

THE W!IITE HOU.SE 
\~ASHINc.'l' ON, D. C. 

TIME 
PHONE 

P:.:c.:Placcd 
R ,= Recc iveJ 

-----~-----!--- - -

· 5:37 

7:24 

· - 7:34 

I 

7:43 

7:50 

8:14 

8:25 

9 :1'7 

9:39 

10 :16 

11:21 

11:45 

Out 1.o I.D 

7:24 

7:42 

9:15 

8:18 p 

8:26 · p 

l" ., 'l V •.LL. 

9:41 p 

11:15 

11:53 p 

(~cc: TrJvc-1 Rc ch ttl (r,r Travd A( l ivi 1y) 

DATE (Mo .• D,1. Yr . I \'.. _.' 

APRIL 15 1973 ·.~>/ 
TIME - ·· -~AY .. - ;,;-- -
5: 32 p.l'.1. SUKDAY 

·. 

ACTIVITY 

·. 

The President and Mr. Rebozo were greeted by Lt. Cdr. 
Andrew J. Combe, Captain of the Sequoia. 

The President went boating on the Sequoia. He was 
accompanied by: 

Mr. Rebozo 
Lt. Col. William L. Golden, Hilitary Aide 
Maj, Gen. Walter R. Tkach, Personal Physician 
Manolo Sanchez, valet 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President and Mr. Rebozo motored from the Washington Navy 
Yard to West Executive Avenue. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

TI1e President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

The Pres i<lent met with his Counsel, J:)hn W. Dean III. 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

The President met with: 
Hr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President returned to the second floor Residence, 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 
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50. 2 TOM HAR'r MEM)RANDUM, JULY 24, 19'13, EXHIBIT 29, 
IN RE GRAND JURY, MISC. 4'1-'13 

TH~ WHITE HOUSE 

\\I A $ H I N G T O N 

July 2-1, 197 3 

ME:\10RA~DC~r FOR: ;-.1R. JACK i':ESBITT 
· Presidential Papers 

FR0:\1: TOM HART 

SUBJECT: President's Dailv Diary -

April 15. J\}73 

·· .. Your office has called n1y attention to the President's Daily Diary of 

April 15, 1973, particularlythe discrepancies therein with cedain 

individ1.:3.ls meeting the Pre_sident and has asked for clariiication on 

. these points. I will try to give these clarifications to you to the best 

of my knowledge and recollection toJcthcr with conversations I have 

' had with others and their kno'.vledge and re ·collection concerning 

this day. 

m I . .. - .•... . The di~ry ~hows the President going to the Oval Office 

from the Residence at 10:35 a.m. and departing the Oval 

Office at 11:15 a.m. and returning to the Residence. 
There is an accompanying note from the Secret Service 

which states: "?\o meetings i.n Oval Office bet'. 0Jcen 

10:35 - ll:15a.m." The President, in fact, did meet 

,.vith John Ehrlichm;in in the Oval Office during this 

period of time. It probably ,:vent unnoticed hy the Secret . 
Sen·icc as l',fr .. Ehrlichman '.vould proiJ.1biy h~ve cntc!·'.:!d 

through t:.-ie private door in ;\fr- • . :Sull's office. · I ari·i\·ed 

at my oii"Lcc at approxi1nately 11 :00 a. m. arid n,et ?\1anolo 

Sanchez t;1c re. f·k told n1e that the Pres idcnt ,•:as meet

ing ·.Vith i\lr. Ehriich:nan at t 1,2.t tirr:c. \lr. SJ.nchcz and 

rnysclf waited ior ti1c President to leave as ,,·e knew iH! 

,•:as expected 2.t the Ydlo·:: Oval Hoorn on the :::ecotid iloor 

ofthc Residence to ha,·e coi i·ec ,.,:ith the Rt)\·ercnd E. V. 
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2. 

Hill who ,.,;j:; ihe '.\ht~i~tcr for the White }I0usc Worship Service 

that sarnc 1-:10.!"r~:n '...;/ Tb.e Prc~ ; idcnt did lc2.\'C his office at 
11:15 a. rn. ~nd n : i.uri1t:d to t:,e l1csidcnce alone. We ,,iere not 

.•• . sure cxacth· \vnen ~tr. Ehrlichrnan entered tfie Oval Office but 

.· .. ·.·G······ it ap_p:l·.r·.·e~tly_was sor'nct\.rne bctw~cn 10:3 .. 3 ~nd·. ·.11:.oo_ a. m. when 
·· I hao arrt\·cq. ).!r. Sanchez conftrms tlus 1nform.ation. . .· .: . · - . .. . . 

' ' 

·.· l . . The diary shows that the Pres idcnt 'met with Attorney General · -

.,-_ .Kleindi<.!nst be~irming at 1 :12 p. m • .. The Attorney General was 
over in the J::QB outer office waiting for the President to arrive 
and as ;3oon as he arrived the;r went in to!:!cther. This is con

jrrme<J l:>y>~1r~ -Bt1ll and ~v1r. Sanchez. The diary shows that the 
Presidcnt1net '-vith John Ehrlichman at 1:24 until 3:30 p. m .. 
Mr. Sanchez has told methat he recalls that Attor ·ney General 
K1cin~Henst rnct with the President alone u.ntil he left and then 

.· : . . . ~~- - - .. ·'- ': . . . . : ·: . ' . . . : . ·. 

-- - appro:-:imatclr fi \ ' C or ten minutes after he left ~1r. Ehrlichman 

came itiand met ,\\'ith the Pres idcnt alone. Therefore, I believe 
thcit 1,fJ_".· Ehrltch :ma11 met with the President at some point after 
the Attorney General left at 2:22 p. m. The EPS log showed 

' •.· ~ ·. · .. ··. . . ~ .· ·. . ' 

M:r. Ehr1ichrnan in at 1 :24 p. m • . It p,robably should have read 
2:24 p. n1 • . 11r. S':1-nchcz recalls thaLMr. "'Eh-rlichi:nan met \Vith 

- the Pre$idcnt alone for forty-Cve minutes to an hour. 

:\ 3. "The clia.;/.shiw.'S that th~ President _met ~vith Mr. Reb~zo fr ·om 

, .3:25 until soine time after 5:00 p. m. This is crronous as 
Mr. Rcbozo did not meet with the President thilt afternoon. 

This information probably came from the EPS log which. shows 
that ~-1r. Rcoozo edcred the complex of EOB offices at that 
time b1J.t to the rccollcctiori of Mr. Sanchez and of Colonel 
.Golden "..Ybo.,•:as the duty l'l.tilit.:i.ry Aide that day, }.lr. Rebozo 

waited ot:tsidc . the President's 'EOB office with . Colonel Golden 

.and ;,,-1.r. Sanchez rintil shortly after -l:00 p. m. \vhcn Attorney 

-:. G _e:1~r.:i.l }:lcir:dicnstanci ..\ssist::int Attorney General Henry 
.·. ·, Pct~ rscncntcrcd to meet with the President. 1lr. Re bozo then _· 

r~turrfocl tQ the Re ;;idcncc. ?,.fr. Rcbozo did accomnany the 
- . . . . . ~ . 

Prc:-;ic:~r:L\•.Jien lw left his :SOB office at 3:2.:5 p. r.'l. to go out for 

a boat.rir.:e Qri the Se(p!oia. I believe that tlh~SC discrepancies 
-have ad .sen 10 th<: lo;; because o£ the foct th;1t the true times 
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3. 

ke?t for pt..:rs Qns m ;:eh n g ·-::;th the -Prt!sid c nt: in his EOI3 offi"_: 
. ~re f:,:Cl).t!r;"liy '.;·,~!)t uy the reccption t st who sits outside his 
.':<loaf lhert!/and t::~t or. this pzirticuJar shy which was a S~nday 

;_:.:,. tidf!.,f_r \Vas _ !10 ,,~{; Ce ptiqn ist ,tJ1 ere ;fre cause: there is gene rall }' OQ • 
.:::'},;)nii~d io r one as th(!. P~c s1cct1t does notusu_al1 y _have such meHings 

\:~\i1[f l1ltI1f J:f li!~:;:~~:::1i!; f ;~Fio&i I~1!fe11E~:{::i~t 
j;.:i~it~gge1: . .3.s,tq entering the 5omplex "of 'the Prcsid .ent's _EOB oHice 
<:(;;:i~v1thot1t;>t11at pir;on entering.the iriner-office and meeting th~ .re -· 
9;);f{~lth.thi fre 'si<;fent, · This, suspc _ct, ::w~s the. problerrt y~ithJhe · 
Jfrai~·c:re_papc;i~~ tl}at yoµr office has .ca 'lled our attention to on 
f{ ':f~a:r}pa._rtic~~r' ,,dciy~',)/ -
·,·;:;::,_---_i_.:-, ';~--.·_,:·-·'·--.~ • . '.·_,_:_•-•.-·_._:_:~ _-_-.',t_-_--~-·.3.:.r_ •_:'._: __ ·_. _;_;_~ __ ; · ... :r.; .. _~· -.. -:--.-~ ~ --~ :-, -:;ty.··_\~-·;~~ !'i\, ,; .. -~ ~ ----_ · - -~ __ ;;::r:.::)X:}~:/t\. ~t{t-~: .. :-· 
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SUMMARY OF EDITED WHITE HOUSE TRANSCRIPT 

April 15, 1973, 10:35 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 

On April 15, 1973 the President and Ehrlichman met in the Oval 

Office from 10:35 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. The President asked who Ehrlichman 

had seen this morning, and Ehrlichman replied "I have Strachan up there 

right now." (p. 1) The President told Ehrlichman that he received a 

call from Kleindienst, who told him that he had been up most of the night 

with Titus (U. S. Attorney) and Petersen,. and that he wanted to see the 

President alone that afternoon. Ehrlichman said Kleindienst "obviously 

got Titus ,in to find out what the progress is in the Grand Jury." (p. 2) 

The President asked Ehrlichman what line Ehrlichman wanted to 

take with regard to the special prosecutor thing. Ehrlichman replied that 

Kleindienst wants it, so that "He can stay on [as Attorney General] and 

••• so that he personally doesn't taint the process by reason of his 

closeness to Mitchell. And that makes sense. Sneed does not have that 

problem, and Sneed is controllable within limits, and I think he is 

credible. I may be wrong about his credibility." (p. 2) The President 

replied that "I agree with this, I think he's credible." The President 

went on to say "The reason I think he's credible is something else 

is that the Grand Jury I assume (unintelligible) come through with 

some indictments. I mean, suppose they just indict Magruder and 

Mitchell (unintelligible)." The President said, "Well, that's the fish. 

The big fish," and "Damn it, what more do they want? Now what's the 

problem with the special prosecutor? As I see it, it just puts another 
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(unintelligible) loose (unintelligible) around there." (p. 3) 

Ehrlichman said the special prosecutor will second-guess Silbert and, 

Ehrlicbman assumed, "will feel that his mandate is to ••• ," and the 

President interjected, "Tear hell out of the place?" Ehrlichman said "And 

-- that's just an additional risk which you wouldn't have with the Dean whose 

been a part of the process." The President said, "(Unintelligible) with 

him (unintelligible) myself (unintelligible). If not then, let's 

face it, he hasn't been very helpful throughout this thing.'' to which 

Ehrlichman responded "That {sic] right. (Unintelligible) he stood 

as far away from it as he could get." (pp. 3-4) The President said 

"And Mitchell let it get away from him. A little (unintelligible). Is 

that what he said to you?", to which Ehrlichman said "Yeah. He expressed 

real bitterness." (p. 4) 

The President then asked "You didn't get Colson yet?" 

Ehrlicbman said he did not, but he would see him while the President 

was seeing Kleindienst. The President asked "I suppose Colson is 

(unintelligible) Hunt, and Bittman which, of course, tie Colson in, right?" 

Ehrlichman said "Yeah," and the President said "Up to his navel. There's 

not a damn thing you can do about that is there John?" Ehrlichman 

replied "No, really not, not at this point. You have to depend on 

Hunt's natural secrecy and secretiveness." The President said "John, 

there is nothing in it for Hunt •••• (unintelligible) go back over 

everything he's done prior to that time." After Ehrlichman said 

"Well ••• ," the President said "There might be something?" (p. 4) 

Ehrlichman then said that Hunt "apparently ••• has perjured 

himself a second time." Ehrlichman said "Gee, he perjured himself at the 
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trial, then he was granted immunity, came back into the Grand Jury, and 

perjured himself again. The U. S. Attorney is looking down his throat and 

could say to h:tm look, I can forget some of these counts if you're a good 

boy now. 11 The. President said "the point I make is ••• the 

limits of his testimony," and commented "If he testifies just on 

Watergate that's fine. He isn't going to get a damn thing more than 

anybody else .• 11 Ehrlichman replied "I don't see any incentive for him to 

go broader, and I haven't heard a whiff of that." (pp. 4-5) · 

The President apparently asked Ehrlichman if he had talked with 

Strachan. Ehrlichman replied "Yes, sir, just about ten minutes ago. And 

I've been doing all the talking so far." A discussion followed in which 

the President made the comment "(Unintelligible) any (unintelligible) for 

removing him?" Ehrlichman said "Not yet. Not yet." The President said 

"He's a good man -- good man," and Ehrlichman said "I think he, I think 

he'll do fine." The President further said "(Unintelligible)you expect 

any one (unintelligible) I was cogitating last night, and we've got the 

people that can -- I mean on the obstruction of justice thing, which I 

think is our main problem at this time -- well of course it is the main 

problem because it involve .s the other people." The President said "Other-

wise it's just Chapin •• and Mitchell ••. and Magruder ••• possibly 

Dean II Ehrlichman said "Mardian and LaRue; '' The President ., 

asked, referring to LaRue, "They got him on that too?" Ehrlichman said 

"Yeah. Yeah." The President asked "You mean Magruder has" and when 

Ehrlichman confirmed that, the President said "That's going to be hard. 

This fellow's lied twice to (unintelligible)?" (pp. 6-7) The President 

said "The people you've got with obstruction are Hunt and Goldblatt and 

Bittman, right?" Ehrlichman corrected him by saying Rothblatt, 

Ehrlichman said he would be surprised if Bittman · testified because he 
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guessed Bittman worked himself out of a haven; and the President said 

"Wouldn't serve his interests to get involved in the obstruction of 

justice. He's basically almost a bag man, not a bag man, but a 

me.as.age carr;tex, isn't li.e?'' Ehrlichman said, "No, no. -- was an 

instigator--. He. was concerned about his fee. • so he was one 

of the active promotors of that as near as I can tell." (pp. 7-8) 

The President asked Ehrlichman "What was involved ••• from 

our side, our guys" on "the obstruction thing." Ehrlichman replied "you 

had defendants who were concerned about their families," lawyers concerned 

about their fees, and "You had a campaign organization that was concerned 

about the success of its campaign ••• and didn't want these fellows to 

say anything in public that would disrupt the campaign." The President 

asked "Is that legitimate to want people not to say. • . something 

in public that would disrupt the ,campaign or because it would embarrass 

people?" Ehrlichman said "Sure," and the President said "Cover up, you 

mean?" Ehrlichman said "It would impeach the campaign in effect. But 

at the same time a lot of those same people who had that legitimate 

· motive • had an illegitimate motive because they were involved in 

protecting their own culpability and here were talking aboutLaRu~ 

Magruder, Mitchell possibly." The President asked "(Unintelligible) they 

wanted the defendants to shut up in court?" and Ehrlichman said "Certainly, 

certainly." (pp. 8-9) 

point. 

The President said "now let's take Dean ••• [a]s a case in 

we could get him out of it -- he could weasel out •• 
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says he's not involved in the prying." Ehrlichman pointed out Dean "was 

in touch with these committee people who could to Dean express a 

benign motive and at the same time had a corrupt motive." "If I were 

Dean," Ehrlichman said "I would develop a defense that I was being 

manipulated by people who had a corrupt motive for ostensibly a 

benign motive." (pp. 9-10) 

The President said "Some did have benign motives." The 

President stated "it's only tangentially that it touches you and Bob. 

You know what I mean that somebody came to you •••• I mean you said go 

talk to Kalmbach." Ehrlichman said that "the thing that ran through 

my mind •• was Howard Hunt has written 40 books" and was worried 

about the support of his family, that he could see "Hunt writing an 

inside expose of how he broke into the Democratic National Headquarters 

at the request of the Committee to Re-elect the President." (pp. 10-11) 

Ehrlichman said "Now, if I had a choice between getting 

contributions for the support of Howard Hunt's family." The President 

said "Yeah. And that's ." ;:Ehrlichman said "And that was pretty 

easy" (pp. 10-11); and the President said "And I suppose they would 

say though that •. II Ehrlichman said "Oh, didn't care what Howard 

Hunt said to the Prosecutor. He can say anything he wanted to the 

prosecutor in a secret -- in a secret session. That didn't hurt us,'' 

and the Grand Jury was operating at that time in secret and the case did 

not come to trial until after the election. The President said "I think 

(unintelligible) it was -- nobody was trying to keep him from telling 

the truth to the Grand Jury -- to shut him up to the Grand Jury?" 

(pp. 11-12) Ehrlichman replied "I can say in truth and candor that 
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Dean never explained to me that there was any kind of a deal to get 

these guys to lie or to change their stories or to refuse to testify 

to the trial of the action or anything of that kind. That was just 

never discussed. So I don't feel too uncomfortable with this." (p. 12) 

Discussion turned to the possible resignation of Kleindienst, 

Ehrlicbman saying if Kleindienst resigns, "that says there is something 

wrong with the Justice Department." The President said "So you would 

keep him,u and Ehrliclunan said "At this point. " (p. 12) "Even if he 

disqualifies himself? 11 the President asked, and Ehrlichman said "That's 

right - - which wouldn't be anything too new" to which the President said 

"Sure." 

Ehrlichman told the President he had a call in for Kleindienst 

but that "Titus would have told him last night what Magruder said, and so 

he will, this morning, have I think as much knowledge about this thing 

as we have." (pp. 12-13) 

The President asked about the statement of Magruder's attorneys 

that the prosecutors were "hot in going after Colson," that "The reason 

there of course is Hun~, 1' although "Magruder had nothing on Colson." 

(pp. 13-14) Ehrlichman said "The one phone call is the only incident that 

he has to relate." The President asked Ehrlichman "What do you do 

about Colson, John?" Ehrlichman replied "I don't think there's much to 

do at this point. He's building his own defenses. I assume that 

he's doing whatever has to be done with Hunt -- that only he could do •. 

he's, I'm sure, has had surreptitious contact with Hunt." The 

President said "Yeah. He says (unintelligible) take care of your · 

kids." Ehrlichman said "And I think Chuck's,natural proclivities will," 
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and the Presi.dent stated 11Do everytru.."ng," Ehrlichman said "do anything 

we can possible !sic] do." (pp. 14-15) 

The President asked "what could Liddy (unintelligible) to 

corroborate '.Magruder?" Ehrlichman responded that "Magruder gives them · 

everyto.ing they could have hoped to get from Liddy." The President 

then said "(Unintelligible) -- How do you get Liddy' s sentence cut 

down? (Unintelligiole)." Ehrlicfunan replied "It may be too late for 

him." They discussed why Liddy did not talk, what kind of person 

Liddy was, and that there were all kinds of stories about Liddy. (p. 15) 

Regarding Kleindienst, the President said "Well look, I'll just 

listen to him. He has come in so often," and "I can S,!ly on ITT, of 

course, we didn't -- my basic responsibility (unintelligible) McClaren 

settled this case or something like that .• II Ehrlichman said "No, 

that wasn't to settle a case" or "to file an action." Ehrlichman said 

"You remember they were about to file a law suit and •.• Flanigan 

found out about it .,'' and Ehrlichman came and told the President about 

it. The President asked "Why" and Ehrlichman said "(Unintelligible) 

may have forgotten the detaila," The President asked "Why didn't 

we think they should file an action? ••• I am sure it was a good 

reason •••• " Ehrlichman said "Yeah. We had a run ••• ," and 

the President interjected "a runaway antitrust division at that point. Yeah, 

and I had been raising hell with McClaren ••• on all this, and I 

said now this is a violation of my policy ••• (Unintelligible) a 

violation of rules that I had laid down with McClaren." Ehrlichman 

said "I will testify to my dying day that our approach to antitrust 

cases as (unintelligible) virtually without variation, on policy rather 
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than the merits of the individual case." Ehrlicbman continued "There 

was one exception to that ••• that Granite City Steel case where 

we criticized their analysis -- the Council of Economic Advisers did." 

(pp. 16-17) 

The. President said "What the hell was it, John that {unintelligible) 

Kleindienst. Here's this guy, you know, who is really good-hearted and 

worked hard and all that sort of thing and went down to the wire and 

so forth. His advice has been just wrong." (p. 18) Ehrlichman said "I 

think he felt, and I have not talked to him about this, but I think he felt 

that if he involved himself in this case at all in Mitchell's behalf, that 

eventually it would have tainted the whole proceeding and maybe re ,dounded 

to Mitchell's disadvantage--." The President s~id "Right .•• Oh 

I suppose that's (unintelligible)." Ehrlichman said "and that Mitchell's 

best chance--" and the President said "I'm not speaking in Mitchell's 

behalf but I am just thinking of -- just so that we would be (unintelligible), 

or try to know how (unintelligible)." {p. 18) The President said "All 

you ever asked was the general question, what's going on." {p. 18) 

Ehrlichman said "I may have told you about this, but the U. S. 

Attorney now feels Dean that overreached them by'providing information 

out of the Grand jury to the Committee for the Re-election. I think 

that may be legitimate criticism if he in fact did that. On the other hand, 

for him to provide us with information inside, for the orderly operation 

of the government, is another matter. That's two quite different things. 

If you peddle information from a Grand Jury to the outside, or if you 
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peddle it inside to people who are responsible." (p. 19) Ehrlichman 

informed the President that Dean had information on who was going to 

be called as witnesses, so that apparently Mardian "was able to get 

around and coach witnesses." Ehrlichman said "In some cases Mardian, 

I guess, was very heavy-handed about it, and -- , " and the President 

said "Well, is there anything wrong with that?" Ehrlichman said, 

"Yeah, well there's something wrong with --, " and the President asked 

"He was not their attorneys [sic] is the problem?" (p. 19) Ehrlichman 

said, "Well, no, the problem -- the problem is he asked t~ to say things 

tn.at weren't true." The President said "Oh." (pp. 19-20) 

Ehrlicliman said that Porter, who worked for the Committee, 

was asked about "higher-ups" and "apparently passed money to Liddy 

from Sloan and was privy to quite a lot of information, 11 h·ad been coached 

and weuld "probably be indicted." The President asked why the Grand 

,liury did not indict him, and Ehrlichm _an said they didn't have the evidence 

oecause "There was a cover story which Mardian and others cooked up, 

and Porter, wh.o corroborated the cover story, is now indictable . for 

, perjury. He is a little ·fish who got caught in the net. 11 (pp. 20-21) 

The President said "Poor son of a bitch. It's wrong. It's 

WTong." Ehrlichman said "The whole thing is just monumentally tragic." 

The President then said "Dean is concerned, and concerns me." The 

President said "I don't think he could have been that active in the 

pre -- the post yes -- the pre things. Magruder, Magruder may be 

(unintelligible) a little (unintelligible) in some of that stuff." 

(p. 21) They discussed briefly Dean's story about meetings in the 
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Attc,rney General's office, what Magruder said he approved and 

Mitchell disapproved, and a meeting in Florida about the final Liddy 

proposal. (pp. 21-22) Ehrlichman said he assumed Magruder told 

Dean about three. places on the list -- Watergate, Fontainbleu, and the 

McGovern Headquarters. (pp. 22-23) 

Ehrlichman said that Mitchell phoned this morning to say that 

Dante! Schorr had been on the shuttle when he rode back to New York, 

and that CBS sent somebody out to the airport. Ehrlichman said 

Mitchell told Ehrlichman that Mitchell "said to Schorr he didn't know 

anything about the Watergate, and he didn't think anybody cared about 

the Watergate, and he had just been down to the White House and he 

hadn't seen the. President. That was all that he said. He is looking 

forward to testifying before the Ervin Connnittee, and so forth. So 

he. called -me this morning just to say that , .• he wanted us to know 

what he had actually said in case there was any press report to the 

contrary." The President said "Well Ziegler should simply say, yes 

he. was here to see you (unintelligible) it's true (unintelligible)." 

(p. 24) Ehrlichman said "Don't have any comment on that," · and the 

President said apparently referring to what Ziegler should say, 111 

have no information on the subject." 

There was some discussion about news stories and polls and 

the President said "Seriously, it's a hell of a Washington story." (p, 27) 

At the end of the transcript there is a notation "MATERIALS NOT RELATED 

TO PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS DELETED." 
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51. On April 15, 1973 the President met with Attorney General Klein-

dienat froa 1:12 to 2:22 p.m. in the President's EOB office. Kleindienst 

reported to the President on the evidence against Mitchell, Dean, Haldeman, 

Ehrlichman, Magruder, Colson and the others. Kleindienst has testified 

that the President appeared dumbfounded and upset when Kleindienst told 

him about the Watergate involvement of Administration officials, and that 

the President did not state that he had previously been given this infor

mation by John Dean. The President asked about the evidence against 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman and made notes on Kleindienst'• response. There 

was a discussion of the payments to the defendants and what motive had 

to be proved to establish criminal liability. There was discussion of 

the transfer of $350,000 from the White House to LaRue. The President 

made a note: "What will LaRue say he got the 350 for?" 

The Colllllittee has subpoenaed the tape recording and other evidence 

of this conversation. The President has stated that the tape on the 

recorder for his EOB office ran out during his afternoon meeting with 

Kleindienst. The President has produced an edited transcript of a 

recording of a portion of the conversation. A sUIIIIUlry of that transcript 

has been prepared. 
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3573 

I was up at 8 :30 a.m. As a result of that meeting we agreed that I had 
to see the President. I put a call in to the 'White House at 8 :30 a.m., 
the President returned my call at !.l :30 a.m. I told him it was absolutely 
imperative that I see him right away. He said that I have the Sunday 
servi ce at the White House at 11 a.m. I told him that rather than go 
to church with my wife and childrnn I would go up there and attend 
that service at 11 o'clock and be available to see him after that was 

ver. 
I think the reception lasted until approximately 1 o'clock and around 
o'clock in the afternoon I met with the President in his office in the 

Exe cutive Office Building. · 
Mr. DoRSEN. Now, am I correct that at least part of the meeting 

was devoted to briefing the President and that one of the decisions 
made on the afternoon of April 15 by you would be that you would 
in effect withdraw from the supervision of the prosecution of the 
1Vatergate case? · . 

Mr . Ku:INDIEXST. The whole meeting was devoted solelv to talking 
about the information that I had obtamed that night and the conse
quences that inevitably must flow from it. 

Mr. DoRSEX. Now, I would like to show to you a document which 
you provided the committee dated April 15, 1973. The first page is 
typewritten. The page under it is handwritten . I ask if you can 
identify that for the committee 1 . 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes. I know ,vhat you have in your hand, Mr. 
Dorsen. I furnished it to the committee. The document underneath, in 
my handwriting, is a document that I wrote out in my office in the 
presen ce of :Mr. Petersen after he and I had met with the President of 
the United States in which I set forth the reasons why I had to recuse 
myself from any further contact or in ml vement in the \Vatergate 
case and in which I designated him to substitute for me as the Attorney 
General of the United States in anything further concerning the 
\Va tergate case. 

I further requested that he communicate this decision of mine to
in th e contents of this memorandum to U.S. Attorney Titus, Silbert , 
and to Acting Director Gray of the FBI. I signed it and I had Mr. 
Pet ersen sign it indicating the time that he received it. It was impor
tant for me to establish the time when I no longer had any connection 
with th e YVatergate thing. 

I th en Xerox ed a copy of my handwritten statement and gave it to 
him and I kept the original. And this is it-the top document that you 
hand ed me is :1 typed document of my handwritten document. 

Mr. Dor:sEx. ~fr. Chairman, I request that the document identified 
and summari7.ed bv Mr. Kleindienst be admitted into evidence. 

Senator Ennx. it. will be received and appropriately marked as an 
exhibit and admitted in evidence as such. 

rTh c docnmellt rdeITC'd to was marked exhibit No. l:1:5.*l 
Mr. DoRsE:-.. ·what does the word "'recuse" mean in this context? 
Mr. Ku:INDlEXST. It is a technical word used by lawyers and par-

ticularly those in Government service which signifies that. for one 
reason or another, usually ('thical reasons, that _you withdrew from any 
fnrtl1 cr participation in a particular matter. 

• Se~ p. 3S60. 
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nity and that his statements to them were on a conditional basis 

n
u~!.~ his attorney predicated upon whe~her he got in~munity or not. 

Ir. l Hmn•sox. You went to see the President on the1.,tld 
fr. Kr.ErxornxsT. Yes, sir. · 
fr. TnolIPSON. The same day. 

Did you tell him substantially what they had told you? 
.Mr. KLEIXDIEXST. To the best of my ability because I took the notes 

that I had written on my wife's stationery and had them in my pocket 
and I read from my notes. 

)fr. Tuo::m•sox. And what was the Presidenfs reaction? 
l\Ir. Kr..EIXDIENST. He was dumbfounded. He was \·ery upset, he 

was-he was ,·ery upset. 
Mr. T11ol1Psox. I believe you mentioned in an inteITiev; that he was 

partially consoling you. 
llr. KLEINDIEXST. "' ell, I was ,·et·y upset about this, ,)fr. Thompson. 
on't think since my mothe1· died when I was a. young boy that I ever 

d an e,·ent that has consumed me emotionally with such so. rrow and 
11ess as this situation and he was very considerate of my feelings. 

dr. Tumcpsox. )fr. Kleindienst, did you have occasion at any time 
after the break-in in 1972 to talk to the President either in person or 
by telephone about the ,v atergate matter? 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. I didn't-I know I had a cmH"ersation with him 
almost immedi:,tel v afterward. · 

)fr. Tnol1Psox. bo you recall what was said in that conversation 1 
Mr. KLEIXDIENST. ,vell, what was said about that is, he said, Dick. 

I told him what we were doing and he said, Dick, you have got to lun ·e 
a thorough intensive complete investigation of this and I think that 
that is when he first said let the chips fall where they ·will. 

During the summer, we had the Republican Conwntion; I was gone 
for approximately a month up in the Poconos and then the campaign 
came along. I didn't ham many con, ·er-sations with the President dur
ing that period of time, none that I can specifically recall. I had two 
meetings with him up at Camr, David after the election and after I 
had returned from Europe. ,, e didn',t. have to talk much about the 
1Vatergate, I knew what I was doing, he knew what I was doing, but 
the extent to which it was brought up was in the same context. 

Mr. TuolIPsox. )fr. Kleindienst, I have no fmther questions. 
Thank you, sir. 
Senator Ennx. Did John Ehrlichman tell you he was bugging, I 

use that word unadvisedly, rather recording your conversation with 
him1 

Mr. KI..EINDIENST. No, sir. If I ever felt he had I don't know if I 
. tld ham ever talked to him again. . '-.. 

~-~enator ERVIN. You stat~d, as I understand yo11r testimony, that 
the President indicated by his conversation, when you reported what 
you knew -about the "r atergate affair to him, that-

1\fr. KLEINDIENST. 1Vhat meeting are you talking about, Mr. Chair-
man1 

Senator ERVIN. The 15th. 
l\fr. KLEINDIENST. Yes, sir. . - · 
Senator Ennx [continuing]. That . he indicated by his rep!~· that he 

did not know-that he was ignorant about the ,vatergate affair? 
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Mr. Kr,1c1::,;nrnxsT. "\Veil, I would say that tlie infonrnttion, the 
nature that I described with him, would have come to his attention 
cont emporaneously. If Mr. Ehrlichman is talking .to Magruder all 
aft ernoon the day before I would just assume, althou.rrh he didn 't say, 
that l\fr. Ehrlichman would have made a report like this to the Presi
dent. But I would gather from my· meeting with the President that 
he had no such knowledge until immediately prior to my meeting, Mr. 

hairman . .......... 
enator Env1x. Now, do yon agree with me that of all of the human 

beings on the face of the Ea.rth that the one who knows most about 
this is the President himself, that is, about the President's state <:f 
knowledge? 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. You mean the one person who most-knows most 
about this siti.rntion? 

Senator Envix. The one who knows more about what the President's 
state of knowledgewas between ,Tune 17, 1972, and April 15, 1973, is 
the President himself? 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. Well, l\fr. Chairman, I would agree that the 
President knows more about what he knows than I know what he 
h.11ows. 

Senator EnvIN. That is what I meant. 
In ,Tuly, sometime hetwe<>n .Tuly 7 and August 9, I belie-rn you said, 

.Tohn Ehrlichman called Henry Petersen and entered a protest that 
the prosecuting attorneys were harassing Secretary Stans hecansc 
they were ca1ling upon him to perform an obligation which devolves 
upon all citizens of the United States. 

l\Ir. Kr,EIXDIEXST. That is esscntiallv it. I think l\fr. Petersen will 
he a better witness as to the consideration between )fr. Ehrlichman. 
l\Iy attPntion really wasn't so much consumed with what Ehrlichman 
said to PetNscn and PPtersen said to Ehrlichman. I was interested 
in )fr. Ehrli chman not gi\·ing directions to people in my department. 

SPnator Env:rN. Yes. 
Hern was a person that had been delerrnted b_,.. the President with 

trem endous governmrntal powH, .Tohn Ehl"lfrhman. 1m<l1>rtaking to 
dictnte to the Department of .Justice how ,vitnesses should be treated~ 

Mr. KLETXIHEXST. Yes. I think )fr . Eht'lichman madl" a mistake 
on that: lw nen•r di<l it again and he prohahl .,· wislws he hadn't 
done it. 

SPnator F.nn.X. As I nndrrstand from your testimom·-if I am 
wrong you lPt me know.,-yon agn•e that .Assistant .Attomev GenPral 
Prtcrsen conld rxcnse Stans from going h(•fore thP grand jnrv and Jet 
him testifr ln- deposition in some prirnh' offices or publie offices apart 
from the grnnd jun· i 

Mr . Kr.Erxon:xs-r. )fr. PetC'1-sPn made that rPcornmr-mlntion to me 
and I will tak1> the fnll responsihilit-v for that. Senator En ·in. 

Senator Er.nx. "\Yell, that troubles mr-a little hit because of my con
YiC'tion that all men, reg-ardless of whethe1· tlwy arc princes or peasants 
or former Cabinet meml>P1-s and just m·dinary .Americans. ought to be 
frpatC'd equal before the law. 

It also giws me rnisgi,·ings for another Tl'ason. Fnder the statnte 
we haYe grand jnriPs composerl of nnvwlwre from 16 to ~:1 men. and it 
is a part of the judicial pmcrss that tlwy shall h:we an opportunity to 
cross-examine a ,vitness. 
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Senator GURNEY. The problem, 1 guess, was that there was a coverup 
and people weren't advancing information. . 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. !have arrived at that conclusion, Senator Gurney. 
Senator GURNEY. I think that is what we found here in these many 

weeks. 
[r. K1,EINDIENST. Yes, sir. 

Senator GuRNEY. One question on that meeting with the President. 
m not sure that it was covered. 

l\f r. K~IXDIENS'r. What meeting is that? 
Senator GURNEY. This is the April 15, Sunday meeting. 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes, sir. 
Senator GURNEY. Did the President ever-did he tell you in the 

meeting ,vhat he had been advised previously by ,John Dean? 
l\fr. KLEINDIENST. No, sir; not to my recollection. 
Senator GURNEY. That was not. discussed? 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. No. I was more interested in telling him what I 

knew and then dealing with the consequences of that knowledge on 
my part, my own deep feelings and what to do next. The decision to
my recommendation to-have Henry Petersen act in my place and 
stead-getting Henry~Henry was working on his boat and came 

Uto his first meeting- with the President with temiis sho. es. and a dirty 
-shirt, very embarrassed-going back to my Department-executing 
document by which I recnsed myself, and then going home. 
Senator GURNEY. Your logs show a number of phone calls and 

. meetings during this period of time from the June 17 break-in until, 
well, through almost your resignation. phone calls with Colson, for 
example. Diel those cover Watergate at all~ 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. I never recall en>r talking about ·watergate with 
Mr. Colson. 

Senator GURNEY. There are also a number of telephone conversa
tions with Mr. La Rue. Did you ever discuss ·watergate with him 1 

Mr. Kr.Ji:INIHE'.'.ST. Never. 
Senator GnxEY. And also one or two with Haldeman. Did you 

discuss w·aterg-ate with him 1 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. Never. 
8rnator GFJ:XEY. There were a few phone calls with )fr. Krogh. 

,vhat. were thev the subiect ofl . 
l\fr. KLElNDTF.NST. I think that was broug-ht to nw attention bv )fr. 

Haire of your committee vesterdiw. 4-hat" I had some com·ersations 
with l\fr. J(rog-h on l\foncla,: the day b<'fore the general election. I think 
you will also see on that dav there mnst haw been 60 or 70 calls. nnd 
i: hnd meeting-s with l\fr . Colburn wl10 was Director of the F.S. )far
shal Service and Chief Wilson of the )fotropolitan District Police. 
Those conversations had to be with respl'ct to problems inrolving 
demonstrators in anticipation of the election returns the next day. 

Senato1· Gnnn:y, They had--
1\fr. KLF.TXOlF.XST. )f ,:. K rorrh. on" of his assirrnments was to coordi

nat<' on behnlf of the ,Yhit<' HouS<'. District of C'oluinbia. and Dena1t
me11t. of ,Tnstice in this situntion: nothing' with rl'spect to this situation. 
Dr. Ellshc>1·g-. or nnvthin~ else>. I nt>,·er lH'llrd of the so-called Plumbers 
until it became publicly rnN1led. 
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I '"' v111m: t1ousE Pl<ESIDENT RICll/lflD NIXOl-l'S OAILY Dl,\RY 

L_~---·-· --'---
....... CL JAY ltE(.;AN .\ / DATF. (M,,., D,y, Yr.) {\, I\ 

*Rcvbccl, 7/26/73 r~_:;;;c:;;;~~1~~ .. f•:} APRIL 15, 1973 1/ 
T!IE h'IIITE HOUSE r: fr--r-t::?t:IT . TIME DAY v- .---

,_H_A_Sl;...IT_N_'G_'T_O_N....._D'--. C-r''----~~ ~>::!) (I 1 \-'!!,.. l--------,--...,---...::1:.:2:..::-=0-=-9...::.a.:..:. m:::..•:.....:S:.::U:.:.N:.::D.:..:A:.:.Y ___ 1 

- .·.---T
1
1
0
M_E ____ _f§~;JJJ: Ll:~:.;~~.!J 

In Out Io I.I} 

ACTIVITY 

12:09 

12 :20 

12:33 

12:35 

1:01 

8:41 

9:45 

10:02 

10:13 

10:16 

10:35 

10: 35? 

11:15 

11:17 

11:17 

11:32 

11:33 

12:16 

12:32 

12:45 

1:04 

10:15 

10:17 

11:15 

11:32 

12:07 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 

R 

R 

R 

p 

The President talked with Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. 
Alexander H. Haig, Jr. 

1he President talked with television writer and producer 
Paul W. Keyes. 

The President telephoned his Press Secretary, Ronald L,-
Ziegler. The call was not completed. 

The President talked with his Assistant, Henry A. Kissinger. 

The President talked .with Hr. Ziegler. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst. The President's Special Assistant, Step~en B. 
Bull,• took the call. 

The President had breakfast. 

The President was telephoned by Mr. Kissinger. Mr. Bull took 
the call. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President talked with Hr. Kissinger. 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady went to the Yellow Oval Room. 

The President and the First Lady had coffee with: 
Rev. Ed .. :ard V. Hill, pas tor of the Mount Zior. 

Missionary Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California 
Nrs. Edward V. Hill 

The Presidential party went to the East Room. 

The President and the First Lady . hosted a worship service 
conducted by Rev. Hr. Hill. The Rochester Hale Chorus of 
Rochester, :Minnesota also participated in the service. For 
a list of guests, see APPENDIX "A." 
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,. PHESJF -m RICHA:'W NIXON'S DAILY DIARY 
(Sec Tuvd RC'wr,I (or Tuvd Adivitr) 

_o)y--U-EG_A_N--------------------------~-D-.-~-~11-,-(M-.o-.,-D-,-y,-Y-,-.)---~---l 

·.' •. ,1 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
~I/TFGJ'G'' n r 

TIME 
l'IJONf: 

l-'..c:ccl--'l.w::J 
R~RcteivcJ 

------,----- .. ·-------
In 

12:11 

12:11 

1:05 

1:05 

1:11 

,~2 
2:30? 

3:27 

3:36 

3:48 

. 3:50 

4:00 

5:17 

5:25 

5:25 

5:32 

Out 1.o I.I) 

1:05 

2:22 

3:30 

3:44 p 

R 

3:49 R 

p 

5:15 

p 

5:32 

_APRIL15., _ _J 9}.3 __ , r" ... 
TIME DAY u--

1?•11 nm Sll'-:1),\Y 

ACTIVITY 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied 
Mrs. Hill, went to the State Dining Room. 
participated in a photo opportunity at the 
Grand Staircase. 

White Eouse photographer, in/out 

by Rev. Hr. and 
Enroute, they 
foot of the 

The President and the First Lady received thei!_ guest~.: 
Hembers of t.he press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady participated in a photo 
opportunity with the Rochester Male Chorus. 

\'Jhite House photographer, in/out 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President met with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Assistant, H. R. Haldeman. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Kleindienst. 
The call was not completed. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President telephoned }!r. Rebozo. The call was not 
completed. 

The President met \.'ith: 
Attorney General Kleindienst 
Henry E. Petersen, Assistant Attorney General 

The President telephoned Mr. Ehrlichman. The call was not 
completed. 

The President went to West E.,ecutive Avenue. 

The President and Hr. Re bozo motored fror.i the EOB to Pier Onl' 
of the Washington Navy Yard. Enroutc, the President 
greeted members of the crowd asseQtbled at the. north Pxit 
of West Executive Avenue. 

The President 2nd Mr. Rebozo boarded the Sequo_·•c,! .. 

I 
I 

~~__,_~~.-L.~-'---'-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~------~--j 
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______ P_R_E_S-!D_E_t_l_T_li:-::C:-:-H-:--A:-:1::-rn=-:-:r-i::,x:-:o.:-:r:-:-1=-=·s:-:D:-:/\:-:-l:-:LY::-D:::-:IA:-:R:-:Y::--------------

~1'.Y DEGAN 

THE WIIITE HOU.SE 
WAS HT NGTON, D. C. 

TIME 
PIIONE 

r~c-""Pl.1ceJ 
R=Rc<eiveJ 

~--~~ ~- c----"--.----
Jn Out lo LO 

5:37 

7:24 

7:34 

7:43 

7:50 

8:14 

8:25 

9 :17. 

9:39 

10:16 

11:21 

11:45 

7:24 

7:42 

9:15 

8:18 p 

8:26 · p 

1 (\ . , " 
V •.L"-

9:41 p 

11:15 

11:53 p 

cs~c TrJVc:I P.crnrJ for Tuvcl A,·tivity) 

ACTIVITY 

DATE (Mo .• D,r. Yr. ) '' 

APRIL 15 1973 '<t•/ 
TIME--r:~-ij-

5 :32 P .m. SUNDAY 

TI1e President and Hr. Rebozo were greeted by Lt. Cdr. 
Andrew J. Combe, Captain of the Sequoia. 

Tile President went boating on the Sequoia. He was 
accompanied by: 

Mr. F.ebozo 
Lt. Col. William L. Golden, Military Aide 
Maj. Gen. Walter R. Tkach, Personal Physician 
Manolo Sanchez, valet 

Tile Seouoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

Tile President and Mr. Rebozo motored from the Washington Navy 
Yard to West Executive Avenue. 

Tile President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with: 
Mr, Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

Tile President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

The President talked with ?-tr. Petersen, 

The President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

Tile President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

Tile President met with: 
},r. Haldeman 
:Mr. Ehrlichman 

Tile President returned to the second floor Residence. 

TI1e President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

~,.,I r·r, I ·rn 
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1\!:S :,.1C2 .-\:\ D C :\f FOR: 

Pres i cicnt:al 

FRO:\f: TO? vl H.-\RT 

SCBJECT: Pr, ~sident 1 s 
April 15. 19,3 

· Yot~r office has called my attention to the Pr~std.:!nt ' s Dail)rJ)i.rq ~ of 
April l 3, 1973, parUcularlr foe discrepa.nclcs thcrGi11 with ,:crtain 
indivic ,:2.ls meeting the President andhas asked for clcl.riiica.tion,ori 

·.these points. I ,vill try to give these Clarificatio11s f o: you t~ :·the best 
of my kno wledge and recollection toicthcr ,, ·ith con ·versaJioqs I have : 
had wi.th others and their knO'.vlcdge and ~e ·colfoction concernir1!,; · · 
this day. 

. . . 

1. · · The di .~ry shoi.vs the Pres i dent going te> t!ic O'~h1 OfficG :: 
from the Res idencc at l O ;33 a. m .. and <l<'p.:::rtir?g the Ovill 
Office at 11_: l S a. m. and rcturni~g'to the Re~i.cience. · 
There is an acc~mpa n yi.ng note from the Secre t Serv;cc. 
which st~tcs: ··:--; o mectir:.gs in Oval Office b eb ;,een .·· 
l O • j - 11 • 1- . Ii Th .,. ·P- ,·_. 1.. ,_ ' ' :.., · ;_~ :-... ,.· c? . : . . t· · .. . ..,:, - . :>a.m ...... c ~cstu-n .... tn1.-""·~ ci ... rnce 
\,;:.th J 0!1n Ehrl ichm;:.n in fr e 0\·2.l Office c:.:.±:.r;~ this 
period of fi:mc. It pro'bau l r ._;;cnt ur.~oticcci hy tbe Sccrqt 
Ser·;c, .; C'I<= \1r · -1:.,!,rJ : ,. : .. p ... -q - n ·ot •l,: ··p· .. o ;,- .hi ·,- :.;,.._ .• e· ·cr.•-. ~ .. ;..d · .. i.. ¥ c.... • • 1• .. • . . . .. L ....... .. · • '- , .. . _ ..... u , __ ,1 ... --'-1.• ... •-: .... --..·~--- -___ -_-_. _l'-"':'""- -

throu g h t.:-:c priY" t c c.loor in ~.rr. ~uE's ofiicc. I ard-... ·cd 
Zit n1:.-- o:·:i.ce at ~pprc,:,:ir~'1 ;it e)y 1-l :00 -~. m. :O.-:'-td -Ii~_,;~---~I .. !i: 101<) 
St:1:1c h <~z ~ :1( ~ !" (; . ~--:1>·1, . .-:!r:· ;;._; e t.!;~t t h.t.;.'! ?r ·.~:.;i,! !._· n_t :.\.~:-~-:~ ,~_:t.4 e t
i ~~\: ·~\·l t h. ;": r. -i.::·i:_r 1-ic: 1_:~~;:.n .·::.~ ·_L_:·-~~:.t. t~-:--~-:·~ ~- :\ ::>.- ·S i;~ _~ .. i-: ~-::·_~( f1cl 
rny :; (·.: l i \1: ~ii·tt.: d f_ot ~:;-i.~ 1-:,!.·(· ·:·'.~c:·l_·r:t t,) l ,~a\. .. :•; · -z-:.::\_ , :~: ~: !~LC:'- :~- ~l •..! 

·.-l..-L_!.~3t.: .:-~>! ~(; t·, 6-<l ~.·:.t :.l: (: 't·~Jt u·~· .... (}\· .. ,l !.Z!)<,tr-.:1 t>n. -.. _~!-:,t.··· ~ .. ·':·1c>-Or 
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!! i1 ! -.1:1":,1 \:: ~t ~-~ ·l · ~t.. : .. \;i: ~! ~~ti _·:-- :~~:- ~ . .-:·:\.. .. \z.·:1:1., . .: r r ,1~~:-;e ~/:!·1r~.1-1:._i) S .t.··r ·) icc ' 

t !~~t :;~t:!~1-~ :--:-:():-~:!:-, ·.: .. ..! :~,.~- r~:r-c~· :t.i(· ~1t ,did !,::.:..·\~(! !-:.i·~~--offi.c~C ~t 

SU!"C ex~c:ly · ,..~ .. ::en ~ .. :r. E!1riic~1: ·:-:v.n c .ntcrt.:ci t'f:c _O-" .. ~_l Cffi -~e bttt 

it ap?.:1r...:r: ,.l:,,: '.':.:-3 son1cti1,h! ::>1.~t\'.'Cl.!n_ 10:~~s il,,d 11:GO a.~;:-;\~ when 
I haC .:1:-ri.,.·cC!. :-.. f:- • . Sa11ci1c::_ cc,11firms tl1_is inforn~ati6h «. 

. . 

r;:-:;;,c Cia ry shows that the Pres idcnt met with A ttor=;• Gen. erat · 
I . !<:leindi.e::st bc~i1ming at 1:12 p. m. The Attorney General was 

over in the E03 01. .. : tcr office waiting for the President to arrive 
and J.S soon as he arrived they went in together. This is con

firmed by ?I.Ir. Bull ~nd ~-Ir. Sanchez. The diary shows that the 
President rnet '-"'ith John Enrlichman at 1:24 until 3:30 p.m •. 
)..lr. S<1.,!Cht.!z r:as told me that he recalls that .Attorney General . 
Klci:1di.enst 1nct with the President alone until he le.ft .and then 
ap 1no :..:ir::Z:. tel y ii \"C or ten mim:.te s aiter he lcit !-.1r. Ehr}ichman 
carr.e in and rr.ct with the President alone. Thetc.forc, I believe -' 

that ;,lr. Ehrlichrna1f tnet with the President at some point after 
the Attorney Ccnerai left at 2:22 p. m. ~he EPS log sh<lwed 
~fr. Ehrlichman in at 1 :2-± p. m. It prob~bly should have read 
Z:24 p. n1. 1~r. Sanchez recalls that .Mr. ·'Ehrlichm.an met with 
the President alone for forty-f:.vc minutes to a11hour •. 

. 3. '.The diary shows that the President met \Vith Mr. Rebozo f~om 

3 :2 S until some time a.fee r 3 :00 p. m. This is crronous a.s 
~1!'". Rebozo c.id not: meet with the Presicient that aiternoon~ 
This information prob.::..bly came from the EPS leg which shows 
that ).!r. Rci)ozo t.!r:.tc red t::c complex of EOB o:f:ces at that 

--·· , . .. . . . . 

tirn~ b~!t to t:.c rccollcc:tio:1 of }.~r. Sanchez and of Colonel . 
-· 

Go 11,~n ·n ·! O P..; ~ tl1" cln~\_~ '!1··1; .. ~,.\. .. A.·1·d~ t'na"" c·~·· ' - ·f- ~Ct)o- · -ro -C- .••. • 1 \.<..S .. 1,; ~L/ .,. -~ ..... 1 ~ !.! t. .~: • ....... . , .!\. .· ,w .. 

,v~i~cd o ~:tsicc the ?rc~i·clcnt's EO:S offi.cc w i t:1 Co!o:1el Goic:~n 
~ : ' ~ .. C: -.. - - ~ ~' -. 7 ' •• ; ·, ..: h . ,.. t l • -: .. t . • . 0" - ; . !, " . • l t · .. ..... . .... r.c, .• . •• ~'- ' ·'- · ·'-= · · l .t . • • 1 .. .. c. --, '-'-• c:r -:t. v ?· ,n. \ . ... . ...:n n or .. c~ 

· C ,. - - ,_ - 1 :. ; l ·, · - ,: · · ' '" , t " ... c~ .:.. ·· - ; ,-- -; !""I t ~ t" r or~ ·.. ,..... ~ •"! • ~ :"'l 1 .: ; .,. •1 ... v - · ·'-'··' ••• 1..:t. .. ..... t ~ ..... ......... :, ::. ... ~L •.• • • ··-~ '·'-"Y 1...,c ... 1.: ...... ~-t.:• ... 1 

P(:t·.::r~c!-! ent( .::-e<: tn 111,:.:et \t~·it! : t h ~ Pr(?siCt ~nt. ).{:-. Re ?Jozo t!1en 

r• .. :t'.~r-nt::c: :o t~"".-:.: !.·l(:~~ic:,:~:ce. ~-.: r. R-e !.;ozo c:i.<i a(:cc~:"!1.:1~n)· t .!~':.! 

P-(~- · i,:, ..... L ·~-1., •• ~ j,l ' 11\' { !· l ... , i~--" -;.--o-~ n{fi, ··e •, { . 3· >:; ') ~., +-Q' 1 '0 O' ~t · for 
• l,. • • . ' • ·-·· • - ". ~ ..... . . - • - . • • ... .. . ..... --~ • , • .... : \,....."'" .. .._ t ....... •. ..~ '" ·~- · ' 1.. .. 

cl ~~t:, ·tt ·r; ,.: .. • 'J:: t! ·1,.'. ~ cr! ~-.oi,.-1. I :.:, .. li, .~\"C t!.1.:-tt t:1t .. ::;e c:.1'cr "t.;p:~n.cies 

!'-;~:.·:,~ :1.r~ :-:t~n ?!: t hc- l n ~: =-,cc :!.:~~: -..· <">i t!:L 11 f ,·t c t t.!:~:.t t!1t..:· trt!l .: t!r1 1\! s 
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3. 

kt .. t~r 1(1::~ ~":·._·r _,::,,-1:~~-1 :: .. "".":· ·.·\· ~!1 t: .. ~;1 1 :~,c 1-;r c s 1r1°c:nt i11 !1i::'.; E OI') off i, __ : 

3. r ~ .. ...:t :1t.:-:-~:l_~\-::-.. ~:~t : ... :,~ ·~·:: c.~· r1.'Ct'! \: i c):1i s t . \·v11(~· .. ~its 01...!tsid (~ l1 js · 

, -:; ,,·.:,, ., 1J ··., -.; ;,,.~r-:- ·(: , ,,, -.o "()t l 'Su ·, 11" i,-,,,c ~t • c 'tl 11~cet1 · nos 
'- .... - • • ..,... J. _ .._;,.J .._,_.._ , ,1 ,._ .,,.,., .._......, 1 _1 . '" · · ,..._.L .," J. _c .... , ._ .. i _:::-, 

0::1 -3. Su: 1c:::-~y. <'.'.11<; n s uc h ,1:,~cti 1cgs <.lo ocn:r \-.·her. t:1c rcceµtionist 

is not t;, ,:!re, your o ff ic e ;;.:.::-icr 2.!1y r e lics on the EPS log for 

n-te e ti ng i n : cirr n::-.:.ti on. Thi s can .be erronous as 3. person can be 

logged 2.s to e :cter i :1g the con.1plex of the President's E0l3 offic:e 

without thr,t person entering the inner-office and meeting the.re 

with the Pre1id ent. This, I suspect , \.vas the problem with the · 

discrepancies fo.at your of:ice has called bur attention to on 

that particular day. 
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.Administration of Richard Nixon 

PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 
Week Ending Saturday, November 17, 1973 

Presidential Tapes and Documents 

Statement by the President Outlining Procedures 
To Provide Information Related to the Watergate 
Investigation to the Chief Judge of the United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia. 
November 12, 1973 

As a consequence of the public disclosure, 2 weeks _ago, 
that two conversations of the President were not recorded 
on the White House recording system, doubts have arisen 
about. just what happened to these conversations and 
why they were not recorded. The purpose of this state
ment is to help dispel those doubts and to spell out certain 
steps I will take to offer information to the court that will 
help determine the substance of all nine conversations 
subpoenaed by the court. 

First, there are no missing tapes. There are two con
versations requested by the courts which were not re
corded. The first is a 4-minute conversation with the 
former Attorney General, John Mitchell, on June 20, 
1972. The second is a meeting of 55 minutes with John 
Dean, late in the evening of Sunday, April 15, 1973. 

There is no question in my mind but that the open
court hearing, now being conducted, will demonstrate 
to the court's satisfaction the truth of our statements that 
these two conversations were never recorded. In fact 
there is no affirmative evidence to the contrary. I belie\·e 
that when the court concludes its evaluation of the testi
mony and documentary evidence, public doubt on this 
i,sue will be completely and satisfactorily removed. 

In the meantime, I believe it important to make a 
statement about this proceeding so that misconceptions 
al.out this matter do not persist, simply because certain 
hasic fact~ are not presented to the American public. 

First, the Senate Select Committee did not subpoena 
the substance of the two unrecorded conversations. That 

material was requested only by the Special Prosecutor, 
and the court, who believed the substance of nine presi
dential conversations was necessary for completion of the 
Watergate investigation. 

We are complying fully with the Federal court decision. 
In seven of nine instances, the actual recording of the 
conversation is being submitted; this · includes five con
versations in which John Dean participated-Septem
ber 15, 1972, March 13, 1973, two on March 21, 1973, 
one on March 22, 1973. For all nine conversations cov
ered by the subpoena, such contemporaneous notes and 
memoranda as were made of the conversations arc being 
provided in accordance with the court order. 

Before discussing these matters, the issue of when and 
why the recorded conversations were listened to by me, 
and by others on my behalf, should be placed in chrono~ 
logical perspective. 

On June 4, 1973, I listened to the tape recordings of 
a number of conversations I had with John Dean in order 
to refresh my memory of those discussions. All of the 
conversations to which I listened that day had taken place 
prior to March 21, 1973. My purpose in reviewing the 
recordings of my com·ersations with Mr. Dean was to 
confirm my recollection that he had not reported certain 
facts to me prior to March 21, 1973. In late April 1973, 
I asked H. R. Haldeman to listen and report on the con
versation of March 21, 1973, in which he liad been 
present for a substantial portion of time. My primary· 
purpose in having Mr. Haldeman listen to this tape was 
to confirm my recollection that March 21, 1973, was the 
date on which John Dean had first reported certain facts 
to me. 

There had heen rumors and reports to the cont~·
one of them suggesting that John Dean and I had met 
30 or 40 times to discus.~ "' atergate-and I wanted to 
refresh my recollection as to what was the precise and· 
entire truth. 

On St'ptember 29. l9i3, I began a re\·iew ~f the tape 
recordings subpoenaed by the Special Prosecutor for the 
grand jury and hy the Senate Select Committee. The 
reason was it had been my deliberate intt'ntion to litigate 
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the matter up to Supreme Court, if necessary, to protect 
the right of confidentiality and the related principle of 
separation of powers. By late September, however, I had 
come to the conclusion that the national interest would 
be better served by a reasonable compromise. 

Thus, in late September, I began to consider various 
approaches which led to what has come to be known as 
the "Stennis Compromise"-turning over to both the 
Senate committee and the court the full substance of 
the relevant recorded conversations, leaving the verifica
tion of the precision and accuracy of that substance to 
Senator Stennis. That compromise offer, accepted by the 
Senate Committee Chairman and Vice Chairman, proved 
unacceptable to the Special Prosecutor. 

It was during this process that I first became aware 
of the possibility that two of the IO conversations in ques
tion had not been recorded. 

I proceeded with a review of the eight recorded con
versations and subsequently ordered a further search for. 
recordings of the two conversations in question and an 
investigation into the circumstances which caused the 
conversations not to be recorded. The search and investi
gation were not finally completed until October 27. 

One of the conversations for which no recording could 
be found was a 4-min.ute telephone call I made to John 
Mitchell on the evening of June 20, 1972. The only 
telephone calls which were recorded in the residence of 
the White House were those made in the Lincoln Sitting 
Room which I use as an office. Telephone conversations 
in the family quarters have never been rectJrded during 
this Administration. The telephone call with John 
Mitchell was one that I made on the telephone in the 
family quarters just before going in to dinner, and con
sequently it was not recorded. r- My conversation with John Dean on Sunday evening, 

I April 15, 1973, was not recorded because the tape on the 
recording machine for my Executive Office Building office 
was used up and ran out earlier in the day. The tape which 
was on the operating recorder on Sunday, April 15, 1973, 
contains recordings of the conversations in my Executive 
Office Building office on Saturday, April 14, 1973. It 
also contains a portion of the first conversation I had in 
that office on Sunday, April 15, 1973, which was with 
Attorney General Kleindienst. During that conversation 
the tape ran out. Normally, I see very few people in my 
Executive Office Building office on the weekends. How
ever, on the weekend of April 14 and 15, the activity in 
my Executive Office Building office was unusual and un
anticipated. Certain reports made to me by my staff early 
in the morning of April 14, 1973, led me to have lengthy 
discus.5ions with staff members during the day in my office 
in the Executive Office Building. In addition, interna
tional developments required a lengthy meeting with my 
Assistant for National Security Affairs late that morning. 

On Sunday, April 15, 1973, I began another series of 
meetings in my Executive Office Building office at about 
I p.m. The first meeting was with Attorney General 
Kleindienst. Thereafter the meetings continued until late 

in the evening with the exception of a break of about 2 
hours for dinner. I did not meet with John Dean until 
approximately 9 o'clock that evening. Since the tape on 
the recorder for my Executive Office Building offjce had J 
run out during my afternoo11 meeting with Attorney Gen
eral Kleindienst, the Dean meeting was not recorded. 

It should be pointed out that the court order calls for 
evidentiary materials such as notes and memoranda in 
addition to recordings of specified conversations. The 
court order spells out a detailed procedure for turning 
materials over for Judge Sirica's private review. In recent 
days, in an effort to locate materials for the court, a 
diligent search has been made for materials that might 
shed further light on the substance of the conversations 
in question, including the unrecorded conversations with 
John Mitchell on June 20, 1972, and with John Dean, on 
the evening of April 15, 1973. 

Since I have been in office, I have maintained a per
sonal diary file which consists of notes which I have per
sonally taken during meetings and of dictation belts on 
which I record recollections. The dictation belts and notes 
are placed in my personal diary file by my secretary. They 
are sealed under specific instructions that they not be 
transcribed. 

In the course of searching my personal diary files, I 
have located a dictation belt that I dictated at 8: 30 p.m. 
on June 20, 1972, on which, among other activities of the 
day, I referred to a telephone call with John Mitchell. 
The portion of the belt relating to the conversation with 
John Mitchell will be submitted to the court. 

We have also located the. dictation belt of my recollec
tions of the conversations in question for March 21, 1973, 
and the relevant portions of these recollections together 
with the actual recordings of the conversations, of course, 
will also be submitted to the court in compliance with its 
order. 

Over the weekend of November 4 and 5, 1973, upon 
checking my personal diary file for April 15, 1973, to 
locate information to be produced in accordance with the 
court's order, I found that my file for that day consists of 
personal notes of the conversation held with John Dean 
the evening of April 15, 1973, but not a dictation belt. 
My original handwritten notes, made during my meeting 
with John Dean on the evening of April 15, 1973, will 
be submitted to the court. 

On June 11, 1973, the Special Prosecutor requested a 
tape of a conversation I had with John Dean on April 15, 
1973 ( which I had previously offered to let Assistant 
Attorney General Petersen hear) . 

As has been pointed out, my personal diary file consists 
of notes of conversations and dictation belts of recollec
tions, and I believed in June that I had dictated my recol
lections of April 15, 1973, of conversations which 
occurred on that day. The response to the Special 
Prosecutor made on June 16, 1973, referred to such a 
dictation belt. At that time, however, I did not review 
my file to confirm that it contained the belt. 
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SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE 
EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

APRIL 15, 1973, 1:12 p.m. to 2:22 p.m. 

On April 15, 1973 the President and Kleindienst met in the 

EOB office from 1:12 to 2:22 p.m. Kleindienst told the President that 

Petersen called him last night at midnight, "quite agitated," and 

that he met with Petersen, Silbert, and Titus until five a.m. "The 

purpose of it was to give me the benefit of what had transpired on 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday with Magruder, and then what had been 

transpiring for a week with John Dean and his attorneys." (p. 1) 

Kleindienst explained that Dean and his attorney were "exploring the 

legal situation with the understanding that if they don't work out 

some kind of a strong arrangement then anything that is said or 

represented by either John or the attorney will not be used." (p. 2) 

Kleindienst told the President that Magruder would go before 

the. Grand Jury, plead guilty, and '''tell everything he knows," and 

that "that kind of information is not going to remain confidential." 

The President told Kleindienst that "As you know, the -- we have no, 

-- I have not and I would not try to get information from the Grand 

Jury, except from you/' and that he had taken Dean off the investigation, 

and put Ehrlichman on, and had told Ehrlichman to give his information to 

Kleindienst, although it wouldn't mean much because Ehrlichman said 

that it is all corroborated by Magruder. (pp. 3-4) 

The President said Ehrlichman's view was you can't tell 

whether "you can believe everything Magruder says," and Kleindienst 

said he "got a self-interest involved." The President said "He's got his self-
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interest and you don't know whether he's going to drag this fellow or 

that fellow or whatever the hell is. You know that's the trouble 

when a guy starts lying," and that he was'wondering whether Magruder 

is telling the whole truth on John Mitchell •••• " The President 

asked if Kleindienst had talked to Mitchell, and Kleindienst said, 

"No, and I'm not going to. I don't think I can talk to him." The 

President said that he had "never asked him," but had asked Ehrlichman 

to "ask him." (pp. 4-5) 

Kleindienst told the President that "there is a possible 

suggestion" about Haldeman and Ehrlichman indicating that they had 

"knowledge in this respect, or knowledge or conduct either before 

or after the event," but, Kleindienst suggested, there was a question 

"whether it's sufficient to bring about an indictment as a result of the 

course the testimony implies." He said "there will be statements 

made, circumstantial evidence depicted ••• that could raise a very 

serious question with respect to both of them. That is my primary reason 

for talking to you (unintelligible) •••• I thought you ought to 

know." (pp. 5-6) The President asked, "Who told you this?" Kleindienst 

responded that he learned it from Silbert, who got his information 

from "Dean with respect to some statements that Ehrlichman is supposed 

to have made after the event," but "there's no suggestion" that 

Ehrlichman "knew anything about it before." (p. 6) Kleindienst said 

there was a probability that "Strachan might provide testimony that 

would implicate Haldeman and it wouldn't be direct, precise 

testimony." (pp. 6-7) The President said he had asked both Haldeman 

and Ehrlichman, "and they have given me absolute -- you know what I 
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mean." (p. 7) Kleindienst stated, apparently referring to Haldeman, 

that the prosecutors, "right now • • • do not think that they are going to 

to have the kind of legal evidence that would lead to indictment. 

However, they all feel that as a result of the closed testimony -- a 

matter which is going to come out. It will be circumstantial, an 

association, an involvement, and it's going to be -- ." The President 

asked, "Why don't you do something about it?", and Kleindienst replied 

"Well, I think that that's part of the problem. The evidence with 

respect to those now who would have knowledge of this before June 17th, 

'cause it's going to come out." (p_p. 7-8) 
\ 

Kleindienst referred to "some of the evidence with respect to 

Dean," and the President said "Dean was in the meetin~s. Dean claims 

that he said no. And Mitchell does too. And that's what you've got to 

live with." Kleindienst said, "But then they feel the serious aspect 

of the conduct thereafter came in the, according to this testimony, 

that, with respect to obstruction of justice. and that is the 

admission that LaR.ue, Mardian, Mitchell, Dean, all for his initial 

testimony before the Grand Jury." Kleindienst further said "Magruder 

couid testify that he believed that -- there's two things -- the 

obstruction of justice and suborning a witness of {sic) perjury." The President 

said "They could get them all on that." (pp. 8-9) 

A discussion followed concerning payments to defendants. 

Kleindienst said that he "inquired into it personally," and the President 

said he was thinking of the Berrigans, Ellsberg, and Scottsboro fund 

raising and "Nobody every raised any question about it. If you raise 

money for the defense and it's for support." Kleindienst said "likewis 

-3-

(940) 



51. 6 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE 
EDITED TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 15., 1973., 1:12 - 2:22 P.M. MEETING 

in this case," if "I had committed a crime and you know about it and 

you say, 'Kleindienst, rou go in the Court and plead guilty to the 

coilllllission of that crime and here :i.s ten thousand dollars, you know, to 

tide you over and so forth.'" The PresidEmt said "That isn't a crime?" 

and Kleindienst said "No," but "on the other hand, if you know 

that I committed a crime • and you say, 'you go in there and plead 

guilty, and here is twenty-five thousand dollars on the condition that 

thereafter you'll say nothing. You just make the plead, take the F:tfth 

Amendment, the judge cites you for contempt, you've got to .:ontim,ie to ~stify 

you don't. You do not take it.' Then you are now in a position 

of obstructing justice." (p. 10) 

The President asked, "the obstruction they are talking 

about is what happened after the conviction?i• and Kleindienst said yes, 

and the President said, "well, who the hell would -- you mean -- but 

I can't see Haldeman or Ehrlichman or anybody in that (unintelligible)." 

(p. 11) Kleindienst said ''Well," and the President said, "No -- I'm just 

asking, Let me say this -- there isn't any question that money 

that they have had on th&t or whatever -- Mitchell's defense frankly 

it would be -- you know these people had worked for the Committee and 

they were provided with money for their legal fees and for their support. 

That is -- this is before their conviction. Now comes the point of after 

their conviction. That's when the case may be, that's when you get the 

jeopardy." (p. 12) Kleindienst said; 11(l;r if people are up for trial, Mr. 

President,you, si:y'and the President said ''No - no - no I'm sorry -- not convic

tion -- but after their indictment," and Kleindienst said,!-'Yes1J (p. 12) 
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They agreed that payments to plead guilty and thereafter take the 

Fifth Amendment if immunity is offered would be obstruction of justice. 

(pp. 12-13) 

Kleindienst told the President the story would be "all over 

town" Tuesday noon and that Judge Sirica was not enforcing strict 

requirements of law with respect to grand jury secrecy. (p. 13) 

Kleindienst told the President that the prosecutor told him 

flatly that Mitchell and Dean would be indicted on Magruder's testimony, 

that the prosecutors did not know yet if Strachan will be indicted, 

that Chapin testified that Haldeman knew about "the so-called Segretti 

affair," which "casts a little bit of taint," (pp. 13-14) and that 

"there's a weak possible case on Colson," because Colson "knew about 

and was involved in a conversation pertaining to money for Liddy's 

projects." The President said "Yeah, I heard about that." (pp. 14-15) 

Kleindienst. said "You know, 'Where the devil are Liddy's projects?,'" 

and the President said '·'Colson denies this doesn't he?" Kleindienst 

said yes and that Colson "also did the unusual thing of hiring himself 

a lie detector test," which both the President and Kleindienst said 

was "stupid." Kleindienst said there was a very, very peripheral 

case and probably not an indictable case against Ehrlichman and Haldeman 

and a weak case on Colson at this point. (p, 15) 

The President asked Kleindienst for his recounnendation 

and Kleindienst said "It seems to me that so long as I do anything at the 

Department of Justice I cannot hereafter be with Haldeman, Ehrlichman, 
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Mitchell, LaRue. They won't believe that we didn't talk about the 

Watergate case." {p. 14) The President said "Who can you have con

tacts with? Me? I shouldn't be," and Kleindienst said "I think it is 

I don't know whether I need contact anyone." {p. 14) Respecting . 

Colson, Haldeman and Ehrlichman the President said "your point is 

that it'll break -- that their names have been mentioned?", and 

Kleindienst said it would come out in trial and testimony. The Presi

dent said "What's your reconnnendation on it?", and Kleindienst said 

"Well." The President then said, "Let me tell you what concerns me, 

if I may. I want to talk to the special prosecution a little bit. You 

know, it's embarrassing and all the rest, but it'll pass. We've to to 

we've got to just . ride it ' through Dick." ld.eindiens t said "Yes 'II 

and the President said "Do the best we can. Right? .," and Kleindienst 

said, ''Yes sir." The President _said, ''We don't run to the hills on this 

and so forth. The main thing is to handle it right." Kleindienst said 

those were his inclinations. The President said "naturally because of 

your association with John Mitchell you would have to disqualify yourself," 

and Kleindienst said,"Mardian, LaRue," and the President said "Oh -- you 

know them all. Right-right-right." (p. 16) 

The President then said that the appointment of a special 

prosecutor :~~' s sort of admitting mea culpa for our whole . system of 

justice. I don't want to do that. I think what you ought to do --

agreed -- The Dean [apparently Sneed, then Deputy Attorney General] doesn't 

know probably anything about criminal law." Kleindienst said, ''He doesn't 

know anything about this case either," and the President said,"the Dean 
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is a decent, honorable man and you step aside, say that the Deputy 

Attorney General of the United States will be in charge of this 

matter." {p. 17) The President said, "I have always told these people 

around here -- I said {expletive removed) don't hold anything back. 

Just burns me that they did." Kleindienst replied that "last Sl,lDllller 

the conduct of everybody over here Mr. President really created great 

suspicions in the minds of Silbert and Petersen, you know." The President 

said "Right," and Kleindienst said, ''Instead of being open and frank 

.with you, trying to create an impression of trying to help out, getting 

things going." The President said,"This was basically the Dean problem. 

He was running it." Kleindienst: said, ''Alld also I think -- well every

body was just scared to death. Theydidn't know where the damn thing 

was going to end." The President said,"They thought there was 

an election -- you know -- let's face it -- that's why--· why John". 

Kleindienst said, ''Why sure I understand -- I understand. It'll always 

be an unanswered question and for that matter they were simply set in 

motion thereafter you know so aggravating -- you know, this little". The 

President said, 11But after the election, I couldn't think what in the 

name of {expletive removed) reason did they play around then?" The 

President said, "You didn't know that they were doing this? I didn't 

know," and Kleindienst said, "No sir -- I didn't know." {pp. 17-18) 

The President then said, "I didn't -- you know -- as I was -

one of the problems here -- I have always run my campaigns. I didn't 

run this one I must say. I was pretty busy. Or -- maybe -- handling the 

Russian Summit. And you you know, after the election -- we were right in 
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the middle of the December eighth bombing -- and holding meetings 

within the whole administration. But I just can't imagine -- at 

that point -- after the election -is when this is supposed to have 

happened •• Understand -- I :mean the others -- they were involved 

throughout. But I mean after the election. (Expletive removed) 

to condone it," (pp. 18-19) Kleindienst replied that, "It seems to 

me there's two overriding considerations here. One is yourself and 

your fresidency and secondly is the institution. Both of which I 

think have to be protected and preserved by the institution of justice." 

Kleindienst further said "the Deputy is now making all the prosecution 

statements" because "tb.at Deputy is still your appointee. He's my 

Deputy •••• " Kleindienst observed that as "this thing goes into 

trial and when this testimony comes out somebody going to come to a 

crescendo real fast Then Sneed is going to be under attack." 

(p. 19) Kleindienst s·a:ld he did not know enough about Sneed to know 

whether he's got the ability to sit there and take it or will he do 

;it a little bit differently than Kleindienst, and suggested Sneed had 

been "less than partisan for twenty years." Sneed, Kleindienst said, 

"has no particular attitude to you, me or anybody else." Sneed "was 

a good lawyer, a decent man," Kleindienst said. He "probably got 

his future ahead of him but whether he thinks of himself -- and I 

just don't know enough about him." He also said he didn't know whether 

Sneed had the ability in a tough situation. The President said, "Yeah -

but you got anybody else?" Kleindienst referred to a special prosecutor, 

and th.e President said, "I'm not going to appoint him," and asked who would 
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appoint a special prosecutor, and Kleindienst said, "I would. This 

would be my special prosecutor." The President said, "Got anybody in 

mind?" and Kleindienst said, IT1lhe Chief Justice and I are very close 

friends. I want to get his feeling about the concept of it and 

also who he would recommend," and said that "everybody kind of comes 

together on" Barnabas Se11rs of Chicago, who would _ take over the "ulti

mate prosecutor responsibility." He said Sears was appointed to 

prosecute the killing of those blacks by the police in Chicago, was a 

distinguished lawyer with all those credentials and was a "very inde-

pendent person." (pp. 20-21) 

Kleindienst then said, "lt has one aspect of it that you 

people realize, but Sears and I have been close friends for twenty-two 

years." (pp. 20-21) Kleindienst said Sears would ''keep S1lb~r -t, Titus, 

and Petersen · in place and as they progress with the case instead of 

having the ultimate prosecutor responsibility in me he'd do that in this 

function in that way." The President said, 11\flat does that do to 

Mitchell?" Kleindienst said, "I would say Mitchell will be indicted." 

The President said, "Oh, they're all going to be indicted. Well, that's 

my point ••• if they're going to indict anyway that sort of ••• 

shows that (expletive removed) the thing does work." The President 

said Silbert and the rest "aren't taking any program -- we're not giving 

them any," and Kleindienst agreed he was not either. (p. 22) 

The President suggested that another alternative was for him 

to call in Titus and Silbert and say, ''Ydu are totally independent here 

-9-

(946) 



51. 6 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE 
EDITED TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 15, 1973, 1: 12 - 2: 22 P.M. MEETING 

and you are to tear this case up. Now go ·to it. 11 He said, "See my 

point is, you call in a special prosecutor (expletive removed), he's 

got to learn the whole damn thing." (p. 22) The President said, 

"Let me think about it Dick," to which Kleindienst agreed and said, 

''!Jet's both think about it". The President said, ' 'Ybu would suggest 

Sears, I would say ••• the Dean." (p. 23) The President said 

" ••• I really feel that I ·ought to -- that frankly I've got to 

take the leadership on the thing and I ought to go in and say, look -

there's -- got the facts and you are to go forward with this -- and 

I don't care who it touches and that's it." (p. 23) The President 

and Kleindi@nst then conversed for several lines of transcript the 

meaning of which cannot be understood because of "unintelligibles" 

but ending with the President saying, "L's there enough evidence on 

Haldeman that I should ••• say to him, 'look Bob you take a leave 

of absence until this thing is cleared up'?" (p. 23) Kleindienst 

said right now there was not but "might be any day -- that's the 

question. I think that your options become reduced each day that 

this thing goes on." The President said, "what I am getting at is 

this. Is it also possible that they don't get enough on Haldeman to 

indict?" (p. 24) 

Kleindienst answered, "he could be indicted but then at least 

his circumstantial participation will presume now with regard-," and the 

President said, "what about Ehrlichman?" Kleindienst said, _11that's a 

close one -- a situation that would occur after they were arrested based 
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upon the possible projected testimony of Dean in the case." The Presi

dent asked, "what will Dean say about Ehrlichman?" , and Kleindienst 

said, "Keep in mind anything that Dean and his attorneys have told 

them is a conditional statement. If they don't work something out 

it's all withdrawn and it'~ not going to be used. Keep that in mind, 

Mr. President. But Dean intimated two things with respect to Ehrlichman. 

One, Dean had in his possession some documents that were taken out 

of Hunt's office -- that's number one." .(p. 24) Kleindienst said 

yes to the President's question, "he's told the U.S. Attorney this?" 

Kleindienst then said, "Other item he issued a directive that -- to 

get Hunt out of the country. Instances, standing by themselves -

nothing more to say on one side or the other can constitute an obstruc

tion of justice. - They have the hard evidence right now that would 

lead to the indictment of John on those two counts. But it couldn't 

be tomorrow, two days from now away." {p. 25) The President then asked 

about Strachan, ,,Dd.d they tell you --, " Kleindienst said, "They" and 

the President said, "I thought on that?" Kleindienst said, "Yes sir. 

In fact, I've got some notes here--," and the President said, "No -

Ehrlichman?" Kleindienst said, "H~'s hooked." The President said, 

"Dean?" and Kleindienst said, "Deep six it and get Hunt out of the country." 

The President said, "Dean's testified that Ehrlichman told him to do 

that," and Kleindienst said, "Right." The President said, "Dean has 

told 'em, but he hasn't testified?", and Kleindienst said, -"Right" and 

that Dean's statements to the U.S. Attorney "are conditional statements. 

If _ Dean worked out an arrangement satisfactory to Dean the U.S. Attorney's 
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and Dean agree that they are not going to have knowledge of these 

statements." The President asked, ''S0 what would happen?", and 

Kleindienst explained that "in the event they don't work something 

out then Dean presumably wouldn't testify this way with respect to 

Ehrlichman or he might, depending upon what (unintelligible) [.] If 

they work something out, probably it would be for the purpose of 

no, no sir. There's going to be no inununity offered." (pp. 25-26) 

The President asked about Haldeman and Kleindienst said, "They 

believe this fellow Strachan is just about ready to (unintelligible) 

on the face of it." The President said "Some of this -- got some of 

the take in other words. Haldeman had -- if Haldeman was furnished 

the reports." Kleindienst replied that "Either the reports or papers 

that would indicate that Liddy was doing something like this," and 

said "Apparently there was the sum of three hundred fifty thousand 

dollars." The President said ''Yeah -- I know about that." Kleindienst 

said, ''Transferred from the White House to LaRue," and the President 

replied "R:Lght." The President and Kleindienst further discussed the 

indications that Haldeman had received the reports from the bugging. 

{pp. 26-27) Kleindienst said that Haldeman might have had "budgetary" 

or "program papers that on the face of it that Liddy was engaged in 

an eavesdropping operation, and, you know, that Haldeman would have 

known about it?" {p. 27) The President said, "Haldeman could tell 

me though -- he's a -- I'm sure Bob would tell me -- he's a 'don't 

give a {expletive removed) kind of a guy' anyway and Ehrlichman would 

tell me too. The deep six thing troubles me. Although -- what was 
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that? Oh, I know what that could be that could be -- you see 

Hunt's operations before -- that's what that is. Hunt worked in the 

White House, rou know, on some national security matters and I think 

that's what that's involved. Not the Watergate." 

Kleindienst then _said, "Let's get back to this concept of 

the Presidency, sir, What you do is the right thing to do 

and then when having done it then it would be recognized as the right 

thing." (p. 28) The President said, "Right." Kleindienst then said, 

", , , I think. the pptions that you have to consider there are two. 

One do you, the President, what I have told you today, that might 

be forthcoming. And before that comes out would you ask 'em to 

step aside until this whole thing blows over? If it all blows over 

maybe you're not indicted or culpable. Finally you come back and 

they do wind up having been indicted, you at least have off of 

your personal staff -- those people who are going to be involved in 

the criminal justice system. If you don't take that step, and I really 

don't pretend to advise you on it sir -- and then if it comes out, it's 

leaked out and then you've got to do it after the disclosure is made 

publicly, you know, I think it." (p. 29) The President said, "The 

question really is basically whether an individual , can be totally 

• I mean, the point is, if a guy isn't guilty, you shouldn't let 

him go." Kleindienst agreed. The President said, "let's stand up 

for people, , • even though they are under attack," and Kleindienst 

said, "I know." 
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The President asked if in Kleindienst's opinion either 

Haldeman or Ehrlichman "had no knowledge of Watergate," and Kleindienst 

said," I think neither one of them knew about it before," and that "Just 

judging from leads around here and found himself in this fantastic 

situation. Could have as a result of his constant communication with 

John Dean -- with John Dean looking for a way to save himself -- could 

have by the remarks that John made that would either circumstantially 

involve him in or be the grounds for an indictment." {p. 30) The 

President then said, 11!,hcrease the chances of their being indicted by 

letting them go? That's another (unintelligible). When I say let 

them go, give them a leave which--," and Kleindienst said that would be 

all right. (p. 30) The President then said, "you find them guilty 

before they have a chance to prove their t):mocence, don't you?" He 

than said, " ••• another way you could do it is this -- you could say 

if that question is raised,. you could move then instantly. You see the 

point is that your suggesting I should do this based on information 

we have now." . Kleindienst said, '1Which is not very good, precise." 

The President said, "That's the point I am making -- can on the basis 

of this kind of information." {p. 30) Kleindienst said, "I don't 

suggest anything now -- I'm just--," and the President said, ''N'> -

no -- I know -- No -- I'm just trying -- understand -- I want to know 

what is the right thing to do and understand we are going to come out 

of this thing. The Justice Department and the Presidency are going 

to come out clean because I don't tolerate this kind of stuff. But 

the point is, Dick, I also. I can't - I can't let an innocent man 
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down. That's my point." (p. 31) 

Kleindienst asked wh.at effect speculation and attack in the 

press would have on Haldeman's and Ehrlichman's being able to discharge 

their duties. The President said, "Bob could put it out first," 

referring to Haldeman's version of the story regarding the money and 

Segretti. 

Kleindienst said, "Have him appear before the Grand Jury." 

The President said, "Will he be asked?" and Kleindienst said, "No 

except a punitive defense might ask him." The President said, 

"(unintelligible) here you don't understand (unintelligible)." 

Kleindienst said, "The prosecutor doesn't subpoena a punitive defendant 

-- his attorney doesn't -- you know this stuff is going on -- now does 

your guy want to come· in and testify." The President said, "You see, 

I realize that the fellol>Slike up at the Ervin Committee and now the 

Grand Jury they're going to smash the likes of Haldeman all the 

time but you can't let a guy go -- without a (unintelligible) if 

he's guilty, if you know he's innocent." (pp. 31-32) 

The President said the only thing that troubled him about 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman is that he wondered about moving on them 

before. Kleindienst said, "The evidence (unintelligible)," and the 

President said, "See what I mean?" Kleindienst said, "Sure, I 

understand," and the President said, "That --indicates that maybe I 

know something -- which I don't." (p. 33) Kleindienst said, "nor 
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do I" and "all that the government knows is what I have given you." 

Kleindienst said he did not think Ehrlichman should have "as an 

assignment for you anything further to do with this." 

The President asked Kleindienst if Haldeman and Ehrlichman 

were involved in the obstruction of justice or the surboming of 

perjury. Kleindienst replied, "No -- no. When you get Mitcheli and 

Magruder and Mardian and, let's say, Dean all having one approach to 

this problem, and Magruder over there you're going to have a hard 

time convicting John Mitchell, Bob Haldeman, LaRue, etc. One of the 

faults these lawyers find is that, you know, because, they, if th:ts is 

true, they will be a (expletive removed) difficult thing to prove." 

The President said, "There's a chance Mitchell could beat this?" and 

Kleindienst r~plied, "Oh (expletive removed) yes. It all depends on 

how this other comes out but, Mr. President, if all your talking 

about." (p. 35) 

The President then asked what Liddy was going to do. 

Kleindienst replied, ''Now that's something else -- now if Liddy comes 

in and corroborates Magruder and incidentally they are bitter enemies. 

Magruder is afraid for his life." The President said, "Yeah?" 

Kleindienst said, "Even tried to--," and the President said, "Liddy 

you say Liddy has told all, has he?" Kleindienst said, "No he hasn't 

-- he hasn't said a word to anybody." (p. 36) The President said, 

"Is that right? Did these guys tell you that?", and Kleindienst 

said, "Yes sir. He's taken the fifth." The President said, "They 
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said that he's come. in and talked to them. They -- that's what they're 

telling everybody," and Kleindienst said, "That's not true, sir." The 

President said, "r mean -- if Magruder says that - he hasn't?" 

Kleindienst said. "To my knowledge - I'll check that." The President 

said, "Find out." (p. 36) 

The President then asked, "What about Hunt?" Kleindienst 

said "Hunt doesn't know anything." The President said, "He knows 

about the obstruction of justice -- somebody gave him the money. 

Isn't that the one where Mrs. Hunt or somebody -- I d9n 1t know what 

that is -- I don't know." Kleindienst responded, "You know as much 

about it as I do," and the President said "(unintelligible) say some

thing (unintelligible) and I don't want to get so deeply involved." 

(pp. 36-37) 

Kleindienst said Ehrlichman had asked him the night before to 

inform him if Kleindienst "had any notice that John Dean had initiated 

this." The President responded, "if Dean does not testify about 

deep sixing documents and getting Hunt out of the country they have 

nobody else that can say that." (p. 38) 

Kleindienst also told the President that, "they [apparently 

the u. S. Attorneys) raised questions whether or not I should even 

mention that to you because of the (unintelligible)." The President 

said, "No, (expletive removed) you should tell me." Kleindienst said, 

"Oh (expletive removed) I didn't argue with them about that. That's 
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not anything. I'm going to tell you what I have learned. 11 (p. 39) 

The President returned to the subject of the special prosecutor; 

he suggested that rather than bringing in a special prosecutor, he 

would apparently tell the U.S. Attorneys that they are on their own. Because 

Kleindienst was a close associate of Mitchell, the U.S. Attorney should 

to report to Sneed. The President said, "Now that's the way that I 

think I should approach it Dick rather than bringing in a special 

prosecutor.'(p. 39) Kleindienst replied that he had no objection to that. 

The President proposed that he state that he discussed it with 

Kleindienst and that it was Kleindienst's recommendation. Kleindienst 

said he had two reservations -- one was that he was "not sure about 

••• Sneed," and the other, "the credibility aspect of this thing." 

(pp. 40-41) The President again raised the objection that a "Special 

Prosecutor immediately casts a doubt frankly, Dick, on the whole 

Justice Department." Kleindienst agreed, but suggested that they 

wait until Mitchell is indicted, at which point Kleindienst could 

recuse himself. Kleindienst continued, " ••• The special prosecutor 

would not try the case, Mr. President~ What he would do is substitute himself for 

the Attorney General. Silbert would try the case, and the Special 

Prosecutor "would have overview with respect to what they were 

doing and participating in the prosecuting decisions that are 

made from time to time • • • '• And I fully realize that bringing 

this guy in it's -- the effect has a bad reflection upon me, you 

know, I understand that -- that is my recommendation." (pp. 42-43) 
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The )?red.dent then said he thought "after your hard 

lining the executive privilege ••• we ought to make a deal with 

the Ervin Committee provided the ground rules are proper." 

Kleindienst agreed. The President said, "What you're saying is 

a bargain -- the thing by which you are going to work that out. I 

thought we ought to get something out on that like Monday or 

Tuesday. That sound good to you? Thatis a good a good way to be 

on the offensive." Kleindienst said," ••• I understand. 

you have some thought in mind with respect to John Dean. I would 

respectfully urge you not to accept -- include John Dean in the 

package with (unintelligible) and those people you are." The 

President said something "unintelligible," Kleindienst said yes, 

the President said, "Oh yes, (expletive removed) yes, it's better 

now." ( p. 43) 
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Kleindienst said, "Negotiate with the United States Attorney -- I'll 

tell you -- I don't think," and the President said, "No no. 

I'm putting him up. The only think I would say is that to him --

I would say that as President's Counsel (unintelligible) executive 

(unintelligible) and all that -- (expletive removed) I wouldn't 

even (unintelligible). The Ervin Connnittee though is going to be 

as -- nothing by the time this thing." Kleindienst said, "Oh by 

this time (unintelligible) we keep it in the criminal justice system 

where it belongs." (pp. 43-44) 

The President said Silbert ought to get over there right 

now and tell the Ervin Connnittee not to go, "shouldn't he?", and 

Kleindienst said, "I don't know." The President asked, "how can 

Mitchell, for example, get a fair trial with the Ervin Connnittee leaking 

all over the place and so forth and so on. I would -- if I were the 

prosecuting attorney I'd say to the connnittee, now keep McCord and 

all these (expletive removed). Don't you agree?" Kleindienst said, 

"Sure -- if they'll do it." The President said he really thought a 

smart lawyer for Mitchell and other defendants "could move to quash," 

and Kleindienst said, "Well they could get the cases dismissed as a 

result of this ~o+sing around with the Ervin Committee." (pp. 44-45) 

Kleindienst said"Any litigation concerning John Mitchell will probably take 

ten years -- you know a couple of years before trial, four or five years 

appeals, motions, trial." The President said, "(expletive removed) I 

would want to appeal the Chicago Seven, the Berrigans, and the Ellsbergs 

and all those (expletive removed). And they've fooled around all this 
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time. " He further said, ''Well it 's a hard thing, Dick, hard thing. 

These fellows, even the Cub~s -- or even perhaps they most of all. 

They were doing (unintelligible) they were helping the campaign." 

{p. 45) The President said, "And they just - just showed incredibly 

bad judgment . -- right?" Kleindienst said: "It's still a fact, Mr .• 

President, it's been two or three months, you know, while you were 

getting your campaign organization going, and Mitchell was just a puppet. 

You know John was in a rather awkward situation being the Attorney General, 

having talked to those guys." {p. 46) The President added that "Magruder's 

sort of a lightweight in a very heavy job •••• And then so they 

decided that -- gee, this is great and this is real fun -- (expletive 

removed) •• II The President said, "if Haldeman had been running it 

it wouldn't have happened either. But look what the (expletive removed) 

he was doing, we were on our way to China and ••• Russia. We weren't 

in the campaign -- they were. We couldn' t and that's why we had no 

control. Well, anyway, I'm not making any excuses. The thing to do now 

is to," Kleindienst said, l'Deal with the facts as you have them." 

The President said "Go forward." (pp. 46-47) The President asked if they 

could bring down "a former Circuit Court judge like Lombard." Kleindienst 

replied that the Chief Justice "doen't like that unless he has completely 

retired from the judiciary," and that the Chief Justice reconnnended 

Sears, and thinks there should be a special prosecutor. (p. 47) 

The President asked Kleindienst ''what is Petersen's reasoning". 

Kleindienst said Petersen believed that Kleindienst should recuse himself 

"now that it looks like Mitchell and -- , "but Kleindienst said we haven't 

gotten to the point of deciding when he should do it. Kleindienst said 
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one thing he would do would be to "delegate the responsibility for the 

entire matter to Petersen, Assistant Attorney General of the Criminal 

Divisiori. The President inquired whether the country [would] respect 

him on this?" Kleindienst said yes, and the President noted that 

he had not appointed Petersen who was a career man. (p. 49) The 

President concluded that "Petersen would be better than Sneed," and 

that he ought to consider calling in the prosecutors and tell them "to 

work with Petersen and get everything done." (p. 50) 

Kleindienst said, "let's think about that" and that they "got 

to do something pretty quickly before this stuff gets out of hand." 

Kleindienst said, "In view of the disclosure made to me last night and 

yesterday afternoon by Ehrlichman, I think I've got to do something. 

I'm now on notice that Magruder, you know." The President said he told 

Ehrlichman to turn his information over to Kleindienst. In fact, the 

President said, Ehrlichman suggested it even before Magruder talked 

to him," and then the events caught up with us .and Magruder came in, and said, 

look, I -- almost irrelevant. I didn't think Magruder (unintelligible). 

So that's why, Dick, why we've been scrupulous and your record must show 

that. Been scrupulous, that Ehrlichman he called you, he called you 

before Magruder and afterwards. We didn't wait till Magruder -- ", and 

Kleindienst said "That's right." After four more words the edited trans

cript then contains · the notation, "no more sound -- tape runs out. 11 
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S2. On April 15, 1973 from 2:24 to 3:30 p.m. the President aet with 

Ehrlichman in the President's EOB office. From 3:27 to 3:44 p.a. the 

President spoke to Haldeman by telephone and discussed conflicts between 

the recollections of Magruder and Strachan concerning conversations 

about Watergate. At 3:48 p.m. the President returned a telephone call 

from Kleindienst and agreed to have Petersen join their upcoming meeting. 

In response to the COllllllittee's subpoena for the tape recording 

. aud other evidence of the President's meeting with Ehrlichman, his 

telephone conversation with Haldeman, and his telephone conversation 

with Kleindienst, the President has produced edited transcripts of the 

recordings of the Haldeman and Kleindienst telephone calls. Summaries 

of those transcripts have been prepared. The President has stated that 

the tape on the recorder for his EOB office had run out during his 

afternoon meeting of April 15, 1973 with Kleindienst and that no further 

conversations in that office were recorded. 
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~2.1 PRESIDENT N!XON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 15, 1973, EXHIBIT 20, 
:N RE . GRAND 'JORY

1 
MISC. · 47.;.73 · ,,.,.,.. • · 

The President talked with Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. 
Alex ander M. Haig, Jr. 

The President talked with television writer and producer 
Paul W. Keyes. 

The President telephoned his Press Secretary, Ronald L. -
Ziegler. The call was not completed, 

The President talked with his Assistant, Henry A. Kissinger. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst. The President's Special Assistant, Step~en B. 
Bull, took the call. 

The President had breakfast • 

The President was telephoned . by Mr. Kissinger. Mr. ~ull took 
'the call. 

,: 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President talked with Mr. Kissinger. 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with his Assistant, · John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady went to the Yellow Oval Room .• 

The President and the First Lady had coffee with: 
Rev. Edward V. }Jill, pastor of the Mount .. iion 

Missionary Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California 
Mrs. Edward V. Hill 

The Presidential party went .to the East Room. 

The President and the First Lady hosted a worship service 
conducted by Rev. Hr. Hill. 111e Rochester }L,le Chorus of 
Rochester, Minnesota also . participated in the se ·rvicc. :For 
a list. of guests, see APPENDIX "A," 
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The President and the First Lady, acco:::p:mied by Re·,1, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hill, went to the State Dining Roon. Er.route, they 
participated in a photo opportunity at the foot of the 
Grand Staircase. 

\.fuite Eou~e photographer, in/out 

The President ar.d the First Lady received their ~uests.: 
Hembers of the press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady participated in a photo 
opportunity with the Rochester Hale Chorus • 

. 'White House photographer, in/ out 

The President went to his pffice in the EOB. 

The President met with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President met with Hr. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Assistant, H. R. Haldeman, 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Kleindienst. 
The call was not completed. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President telephoned Mr. Rebozo. The call was not 
completed. 

The President met with: 
Attorney General Kleindienst 
Henry E. Petersen, Assistant Attorney General, 

The President telephoned Mr. Ehrlichr::an, The call was not: 
completed. 

The rresi<lent a:~J !·fr. 1'cho::,, 1.::1."'torc-d fr-.:.~::: th(? EOB tO !'i~r- O::,· 
Jof the t\\1shi1(·~.t(·n :-:~i,·y Y.:.n:.J. rru: ... {~~1r \. ... th..! fresil!cr~t 
gteete"l ,~:.1;:1~'·f~l'~ n~~ ti1t.~: crl~· • .:d .:1S:";t::1::J!t·:·J .::tt the u.,:n:th i-stc 
of \·!t.~St f.Xt.!CUtivt.• A\'.Ctllh ..... 

~-~------------------- ~------. 
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.,!\Y UEGAN 

TllE Wl!I'l'E HOU.SE 

WASHINr.TO!f, n.c. 
1'IME 

PHONE 
l'~.a:PllCCJ 

R-= Received 
-----.~---•- -- --

lo 

5:37 

-

7:24 

7:34 

7:43 

7:50 

8:14 

8:25 

9:17 

9:39 

10:16 

11:21 

11:45 

•. 

Out 1.o I.D 

7:24 

7:42 

9:15 

8:18 p 

8:26 · p 

10:12 

9:41 p 

11:15 

11:53 p 

PRESIDENT rliCHAIW NIXON'S DAILY DIAHY 

l>ATE (Mo., o,,. Yr.) \.'\. .I 

APRIL 15 1973 '.~ .. ,...... ______ .} .. 
TJME . DAY .. ·. \,r --

5 :}2 n.r.i. SU?mAY 

ACTIVl;rY 

The President and Hr. Rebozo were greeted by Lt. Cdr. 
Andrew J. Combe, Captain of the Sequoia. 

The President went boating on the Sequoia. He was 
accompanied by: 

Mr. Rebozo 
Lt. Col. William L·. Golden, Military Aide 
Maj. Gen, Walter R. Tkach, Personal Physician 
Manolo Saachez, valet 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President · and Mr. Rebozo motored from the Washington Navy 
Yard to West Executive Avenue. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President m~t with: 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
}tr. Haldeman 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

TI1e President talked with Hr. Petersen, 

The President met with his Coui.lSel, John W. Dean III. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 
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THE WHITE HOUSS: 

WA S H ·1 N G TO N 

July 2-1-, 1973 

IvfE?v!OR..\);DG~{ FOR: ?\lR. JACK ::-:ESDITT 
Presidential Papers 

FR00.-f: T01'.{ HART 

SUBJECT: Prt~S id c nt' s D?. il v Dia r·~ .. '" 

A pr i l l S . 1 'l 7 3 

Your offi.ce has called my attention to the President's Dai.ly Diary of 

April 13, 1973, particularlr the discrepancies therein \vith certain 

indivic:i ;.l:1.ls meeting the Pr e sident and has asked for cb.rific::1tion on 

. these points. I will try to give these cla.ri.fi.cati.o r:.s to you to the best . 

of my knowledge and .recollection to;:;cthcr with convers~tions I h~,..-G 

had wi.th others and their kno'.vlcdge and recollection concerni11g 

this day. 

l. .The diary shows the President goi.ng to the 0-val Offi.ce 

from the Residence at 10:35 a. m. and C('p:!.rt ~ ~ the Oval 

'Office at 11:15 a.m. and r0turni.ng to t!:e Rcsi.cience. 

There is an accompanying note from the Secret Scrvicc 

which states: " ~o rneeti.ngs in Ov:1.l Oifi.ce bet•;:cen 

10:35 - 11:13 a.,n. '' The President, in fact, ciid meet 

\,·i.th John Ehrli.chman in the Oval Offi.cc cur:n:Z t:.is 

period of time. It probably '.vent un!':oti.ccd hy th~ Secret 

Sen:icc as i\1r. Ebrlichm;:i,n would prob::i.hiy h2.ve cn!:c1·<.:!d ' 

through the private door in :--.lr. Bnll's office. I arri\"<;!ci ·' 

at my offi.cc at appro:s.:imately 11 :00 a. m .. . .J.nd i11et ?\la.:1010 

Sanchez t :1crc. Hl : told rnc that the President was n1eet

ing with i\lr. E: , riic:1:-: .,an .:i.t th::i.t tirr:o. :\:r. S:-.nchc:.: ;.1.ncl. 

rnyscli \'.'J.~tcd for t iie Pre s ident to leave a:;; \,:e kr:C\1.' tH! 

was expected 2.t lh c Ycllo·:; Oval Roor:1 on the :::ccond floor 

of the Residc:-icc to han; coii"cc \,·ith the Re\·crcnd :S. V. 

(965) 
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2. 

Hill \vho w::i.s the ~.rini:-;tc r for the White House v,-or~hip Service 
that same mornin...:. Thr:.: Prc~;i.dcnt did lc;::.r.'c hi.s office at 
11: 15 a. rn. ~nci n:turne<l to t;1c Residence alone. Vie v:ere not 
sure exactly v.'nen :-.lr. Ehrlichman entered tl1e o-.-;:d Office but 
it appo. rcr:tl y \;.·as s orncti.me between l O :33 ilnd 11 :GO a. m. when 
I had ar:-i·1.-cci. :\1::. Sanchez confirms this inforn~a.tion. 

2. The diary shows that the President met with Attorney General 
Kleindi.e:1st bce;inning at 1 :12 p. m. The Attorney General ,vas 
over in the EOB oder office waiting for the Prcsicient to arrive 
and as soon as he arrived they went in together. This is con
firmed by ?\Ir. Bull and ~rr. Sanchez. The diarr shows that .the 
President met 1.vi.th John Ehrlichman at 1:24 until 3:30 p. m. 

---

~1r; S:rncht.:!z l-:n.s tolrl me foat he recalls that Attorney General 
Klc indienst rnct with the President alone until he ic:it and t!1cn 
approxirnz,.tely fiv,~ or ten minutes after he left ;tr. Ehrlichrna.n 
came in and met v.-ith the President alone. Therefore. I believe 

that ~ .. Ir. Ehrlichma:1 met \vith the President a.t scrne point after 
the Attorney Ccner;,.l foft at 2:22 p. m. The EPS log show.:!d 
1fr. Ehrlichman ir1 at l :24 p. m. It probably sho'..lld have rend 
2:2-~ p. m. ~~r. Sanchez recalls that Mr. Ehrlit:::.:nan met with 
the Pr<asident alone for iorty-f:.ve minutes to aa :i.our. 

3. The diarr shov:s that the President inet \t.'ith :..fr. Rebozo from 
3:25 until some time aiter 5:00 p. m. · This is cir:-onous as 
Mr. Rchozo did not meet with the President that afternoon. 
This information probably came from the EPS log which shows 
that .1\1r. Re bozo er:.tc red the complex of EOE o.:i:.ces at that 
ti.me but to t:lc rccollectioa of Mr. Sanchez and of Colonel 
Golclcn •.d10 was the dutr l'.{ilitary Aide that day. :-.lr. Rcbozo 
waited ot:tsidc the President's EOB office \Vith Coloac1Goi2cn 

and ;,..1r. Sanchez unti.l shortly after 4:00 p. m. v.':1en Attorney· 
Gc:icr::d ,·:kindiet1st and Assista.nt Attorney General Eenry 

Pct·~rscr. cntcrcc: to meet with the President. :\~r. Rebozo then 
rdt,rned tn the I{e,;ic:cnce. ~·.1 r. Rd)O;:o did acc;,.1:-n;i.:1ny the 
Pn:sic:1..~r:t \':hen h,! left his SOL\ office at 5:~3p .. :-:1. to go out for 
a bocl.t ri~!c.'. 0:1 the ~cq1:oia. I bdievc that th~se discr.:p~ndes 
hav,) ari;-;,!n in th<..: lo:,.: 0cc:1usc oi the fact th;:i.t t:1..:! trut! tirncs 
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3. 

k·tllf't f<)-1" I~:..·t:;r,,~:., :"!~t:,.~·.·:! 1f ~ \_..._.=-tt1 • .. ~·:e Prc ·si.<!crlf..-'i:1·<fti:; 
ar•' .,, .. ~.•r--. 11··· :. ... it:>,. ·11,' r .. 1.-... ,,. ;1 .)·1;s" ,, .;10 .. ·.·•·s ·'"' .. t··1·c: • l.11··s· - :""' - ~••- t ... . - .• - ., . .. : l .• l, _, , . -.,._ .,. ~ ·'- .. . • •. L ••• _ . 9J : ~ -_-.,. ....... v -- , .. > .,c,; 

<1t10- -~- •• , •• •"(: i: . s.1 ')'"'t·:,; ........ ,,., ; .,.1·,, ,. c1 .... ~~,-?,:c·'1 ... ,,~ ,..· s·:.n 
-' L '-•• - ... ~ ~ ... " • ·: •• . '- '~ qi.,) ;•t. ..... · .... Cu _ ...... .- ·-1 'h·~•l >.• _-.t_.•.J '••·.:, .. ·'"• ·. 

fre:-c ,,;as no r.:..:.:.::,lior.ist t:t\.!rc !Jecallsc there i~ generally no 
need ior 0;1c a:,; t:,c P.:c$icfont cocs not usu.::.Uy h,,•;c ~t~ch meetings 
on .:i. S-:.:12::l. y. ·.'. .. hen sti.ch medi::g .s <.:o occ .cr ·.vhc.n. t:1c r.cccptio~ist 
is not th~rc, your office :,,'.i.!ncrally relics on the :::PS leg ior ··:· 
rhectinf: in:orr.~:-:,tion. T!1is can be crro:i.ous ;?.S .;::. i)crson can be } 
logged as to e~teri:i.g the compfox 0£ the . Prcsicie:it' s .SOD office 
without th-lt person entering the inner-office and meeting the.:e 
with the P r~side::t. This, I suspect, was the problem with 
discre?~~cies th~t your office has called our attention 
that particularday. 
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52. 3 HOUSE .JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF STJMMARY OF. WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 151 19?31 3:2?-3:44 P.M TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 15, 1973 3:27 p.m. to 3:44 p.m. 

On April 15, 1973, the President and H. R. Haldeman had a telephone 

conversation from 3:27 to 3:44 p.m. Haldeman told the President that 

he was working on his statement and had discussed it with Rogers, who 

"has some real reservations" about whether we "should go up there" 

to the Ervin Committee to testify publicly while the Grand Jury was 

still deliberating. Haldeman said that Rogers believed that they 

could make a commitment to testify in executive session, that the 

public would be satisfied when indictments came down anyway, and that 

the hearings would have to stop if the indictments were at a high 

level. Haldeman indicated that he agreed with Rogers, and added that 

"if we agree to go up and the Grand Jury comes down with indictments 

they will probably turn off the hearings for a time anyway •••• 

So we would have appeared to be forthcoming but we wouldn't maybe 

have to go." (pp. 1-5) 

The President stated that Ehrlichmanhad talked to Moore, who 

thought that "it isn't going to make any difference," but that public 

testimony would have the President be forthcoming. The President added, 

"But what does that do? Let the President be forthcoming and let them 

kill us. 11 (pp. 2-3) 

The President mentioned that the Committee would be "denied some of their 

principal witnesses," naming specifically Mitchell and Magruder. (p. 4) 

They discussed polls briefly, (pp. 5-6) and mentioned that both Klein

dienst and Rogers were for the Special Prosecutor. The President said that 
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TRANSCRIP.f OF APRIL 151 1973 1 3:27 ... 3:44 P.M. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

he had come to that conclusion, too, for the reason that there should be 

a special prosecutor not to prosecute the case but to see that the 

indictments ran to everybody they needed to run to, so that it wasn't just 

the President's men. Haldeman said that did protect the President against 

charges of a cover-up "if they don't indict some of us." The President 

said that he was leaning toward Wright, from the Texas Law School, for 

Special Prosecutor. (pp. 6-7) 

The President said that he had questions about Magruder's credibility, 

and that Strachan told Ehrlichman that Magruder had asked Strachan to 

"concoct with him the story that he, Strachan, did walk across the street 

with Magruder and tell Magruder to go forward with the operation." The President 

couunented that "a hell of a lot of Magruder's stuff, even on Mitchell, may be open 

to serious question," and added, "I think now he has lied so . much is he 

going to lie again and work with his attorneys and get himself separated 

from all this thing, etc. I think Strachan will be a damn believable 

witness when he goes down there. I really feel he will be." Haldeman 

said he would if he stayed to the truth, and the President said, "If he 

just tells the truth." Haldeman agreed that Magruder had changed his story 

several times, and added, that he could understand Magruder's difficulty. 
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Haldeman said, "It is hard for me to remember what's true, having just 

heard all of these other people's stories. It is difficult to sort the 

stuff out. If you start lying youself [sic] --" (pp. 8-10) 

The President said that Rogers' point was good that an indictment 

of'a hell of a big fish ••• is going to take a lot of the fire out of this 

thing on the cover up and all that sort." Haldeman said that he agreed 

and that this would explain what to the people was now a phony looking thing. 

The President said, "Explain that they did it, and then of course the cover 

up comes in and they did that too." Haldeman said 11it all makes sense, 

it is logical, believable, because it's true." The President agreed. 

Haldeman said 'that public reaction is going to be, well, thank God that 

is settled," He said "I think people want solutions; they don'~ want ongoing 

problems." (pp. 10-11) 

There was further discussion of the publicity aspects of the matter. 

The President said that he rejected Kleindienst's suggestion that he make 

a "Checker's Speech." The President commented that the Special Prosecutor 

"gets one person between me and the whole thing," and that "the Dean report 

now has been totally discredited." They 
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discussed the statement the President would make "when tl].ey indict 

Mitchell,and Mitchell doesn't plead guilty", The President said, 

"(I don't know whether I can say I am confident in his innocence)." 

They decided he should say that "[i]t is not proper for me to connnent 

except that he is a fine man,. II Haldeman suggested the 

President express his faith in the system. Haldeman said, "You 

know there is a lot to be gained from this if the damn system comes 

out right." The President said, "That's right," arid Haldeman 

continued, "In restoring people's faith in the system, rather 

than in this jackass kangaroo court." (pp. 11-13) 

At the end of the conversation, the President asked Haldeman to 

tell Ehrlichman that he liked Rogers' thoughts about the Ervin 

Commi. ttee. (p. 13) 

- 4 -
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52. 4 BOUSE JUDICIARY COl«IT'rEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
', TRANSCRIP'r OP APRIL 151 1973 1 3l48-3:49 P.M. TELEPHONE CONVERSA'![ON 

SUMMARY OF EDITED WHITE HOUSE TRANSCRIPT 

APRIL 15 1 1973, 3:48 p~m. 

On April 15, 1973, the President telephoned Kleindienst at 

about 3:48 p.m. Kleindienst asked if he could bring Petersen to their 

meeting. The President agreed. Kleindienst said that he and Petersen 

would be over "in a couple of minutes." 
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·53. On April 15, 1973 Petersen and Kleindienst met with the President 

from 4:00 to 5:15 p.m. in the President's EOB office. Petersen has testi

fied that he reported on the information that the prosecutors had received 

from Dean and Magruder and that his report included the following: that 

Mitchell had approved the $300,000 budget for the Liddy "gemstone" oper

ation; that budget information for "gemstone" and swmnaries of intercepted 

conversations were given to Strachan and that information given to Strachan 

was for delivery to Haldeman; that if the prosecutors could develop 

Strachan as a witness, "school was going to be out as far as Haldeman 

was concerned"; that Ehrlichman through Dean informed Liddy that Hunt 

should leave the country; and that Ehrlichman had told Dean to "deep six" 

certain information recovered by Dean from Hunt's office. Petersen has 

also testified that he reco11DDended that Haldeman and Ehrlichman be dis

missed, but Dean be retained while cooperating with the prosecutors. 

Petersen has testified that the President: exhibited a lack of shock 

and emotion; spoke well of Haldeman and Ehrlichman; suggested that Dean 

and Magruder were trying ,to exculpate themselves; suggested a cautionary 

approach to the granting of i11DDunity; stated that he had first learned 

that there were more significant problems than he had anticipated on March 

21, 1973, although he did not tell Petersen what Dean had told him on that 

date; stated that he had told Dean to write a report but that Dean had 

been unable to write a report; stated that he told Ehrlichman to conduct 

an investigation after Dean failed to deliver his report; stated that 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman had denied the charges against them; and requested 
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that Petersen reduce to writing what he had said to the President about 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman. 

The Committee has subpoenaed the tape recording and other 

evidence regarding this conversation. The President has stated that 

the tape on the recorder for his EOB office ran out during his afternoon 

meeting with Kleindienst. 
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TH~ Wfi!TE HOl,lSE PHESIDENT RICHARD NIXON'S DAILY DIARY . ····-····--i 
(Set Tuvrl Rt'{<,rd fo, Trnt'I AclJvity) 

Pl.A< E tMY:-7!11:::iG:--:A:-:N--------------------------""'.D:-A:-:T:::E:-(::-:M:-o.-. ':"o-,,-. ~y,...,_)--... -. --.-... --, 

*P.cviscd, 7/26/73 ({ ; GC·\'C:~~::.~6;i\ APRIL 15, 1973 ;/' /'=""""""t;J I, '"1 ., '' 
THE wIIrTE HousE I: f c;..,..J~(utiu1T TIME DAY v--, 

PIIONE , • > • •• ~,-
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The President talked with Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 

The President talked with television writer and producer 
Paul W. Keyes. 

The President telephoned his Press-Secretary, Ronald L. 
Ziegler. The call was not completed. 

The President talked with his Assistant, Henry A. Kissinger. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler·. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst. The President's Special Assistant, Step~en B. 
Bull, took the call. 

The President had breakfast. 
\ 

The President was telephoned by Mr. Kissinger. Mr. Bull took 
the call. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President talked with Mr~ Kissinger. 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady went to the Yellow Oval Room~ 

The President and the First Lady had coffee with: 
Rev. Edward V. Hill, pas tor of the. Mount-..z:ion 

Missionary Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California 
Hrs. Edward V. Hill 

The Presidential party went to the East Room. 

The President and the First Lady hosted a worship service 
conducted by Rev. Hr. Hill. TI1e Rochester Hnle Cho:i:us of 
Rochester, Ninnesota also participated in the serYice. For 
a list of guests, see APPENDIX "A." 
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R 
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p 

p 

TtME 01\Y' 

1 2 · l] n m <;TJ~'TI,\Y 

ACTIVITY 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied 
Mrs. Hill, went to the State Dining Room. 
participated in a photo opportunity at the 
Grand Staircase. 

White Hou;e photographer, in/out 

by Rev. Mr. and 
Enroute, they 
foot of the 

The President and the First Lady received thei~ ~uests. 
Members of the press, in/out 
'White House photographer, in/out 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady participated in a photo 
opportunity with the Rochester Male Chorus • 

. White House photographer, in/out -

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President met with Mr. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Assistant, H. R. Haldeman, 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Kleindienst. 
The call was not completed. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President telephoned Mr. Rebozo. The call was not 
completed, 

The President met with: 
Attorney General Kleindienst 
Henry E, Petersen, Assistant Attorney General 

The President telephoned Mr. Ehrlichman, The call was not 
completed. , 

The President went to West E.--,;ecutive Avenue. 

The President and Mr. Rebozo motored from the EOB to Pier Orn! 
of the Washington Navy Yard. Enroute, the President 
greeted members of the crowd asse@bled at the north exit 
of West Executive Avenue. 

The President l!nd Hr. Rebozo boardeJ the ~~· 

i 

'-----'----L----L--L--,-------------------·---_J 
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PRESIDENT RiCHARD NIXON'S ·DAILY DIARY 
(S(c Trnc-1 RC'cord -fot Travel Ach•ity} 

DATE (Mo., D,p, Yr.) \'.. ~ 
APRIL 15., 1973 \~>./ i 

TIM~DAY . v--, 
5:32 p.m. SUNDAY · 

ACTIVllY 

The President and Mr. Rebozo were greeted by Lt. Cdr. 
Andrew J. Combe, Captain of the Sequoia, 

The President went boating on the Sequoia. He was 
accompanied by: 

Mr. Rebozo 
Lt. Col. William f. Golden, Military Aide 
Maj. Gen. Walter·R. Tkach, Personal Physician. 
Manolo Sanchez, valet 

The Sequoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President and Mr. Rebozo motored from the Washington Navy 
Yard to West Executive Avenue. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

TI1e President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

The President mat with.his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

~Mlrn I Tn 
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PROCEEDINGS 

Whereupon, 

HENRY E. PETERSEN 

was called as a witness and, having been first duly sworn by 

the Foreman of the Grand Jury, was examined and testified as 

follows: 

Q 

please? 

A 

Q 

BY MR, BEN•VENISTE: 

Would you state your full name for the record, 

My name is Henry E. Petersen, 

Mr, Petersen, you're reappearing this morning be-

12 fore the Grand Jury at the request of the Grand Jury as a 

13 result of the information received by the Grand Jury in the 

14 interim since your last appearance here, about which, they 

15 would like to ask some questions. 

16 It will go to the period of around April the 15th, 

17 1973, and I ask whether, on that day, you met with the Presi-

18 dent of the United States. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

DJlAIIElll ANN TIP11111 
11225 Dowey Coult 
lllallaaton. Maryland 20795 
(301) IM&-1436 

A 

Q 

I did. 

Now, can you give us the substance of that meeting 

or meetings, as you recall them? 

A Yes, I can. Perhaps, first, I suppose I ought to 

explain how I came to meet with the President of the United 

States. 

Attorney General Kleindienst called me at my home 

DV 
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16 

.17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 
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lllZAlml ANN TlPTOII 
11225 Dewey Court 
--.,ion. Maryland 20195 
(301) 146-4436 

UV 3 

sometime that afternoon on Sunday, April 15th, and aeked me 

to come down to the office. I told him I wasn't appropriatel 

dressed, did it make any difference, and he said, no. 

I went down to the office in sports clothes, met 

him in his office, and there was no one else there. He ad

vised me that he -- as he .had indicated he would 1 earlier 

that morning about 5:00 a.m., that he had seennthe 0President 

of the United States briefly following a prayer breakfast 

at the White House at about 11:00 a.m. And that he was to 

see the President later, again 1 that afternoon at 3:15 .or 

thereabouts, and that one of the things that he was going to 

do, when he saw the President, was to recuse himself from 

the investigation because of the individuals who were involve 

and that, when he did so, the obligation for the conduct of 

the investigation would fall upon me. 

He had written a memorandum -- handwritten on yell 

paper indicating his recusal and his appointment of me to 

carry on those duties. 

About that time, he said 1 "I think you ought to 

come with me to see the President." And I said I wasn't 

appropriately dressed. - - -

He called the White House. I don't know to whom he 

spoke but, apparently, he got permission for me to come along 

We went to the President's Office and we went 1 with 

him, in the Executive Office Building. We discussed Mr. 

DV 
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Kleindienst 1 s recusal and, as a follow-up to the conversation 

-- or apparent conversation -- earlier in the day between the 

President and Mr. Kleindienst -- I say apparent because it's 

never been clear to me to whom he spoke, what he said, how 

long that conversation was. 

But, ln apparent follow-up of that, he gave the 

President a brief statement of.the evidence implicating Mr. 

Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlichman and the suggestion that, in order 

to protect the Presidency, that he ought to disassociate 

himself from those people immediately. 

Basically, that was the nature of the conversation. 

The contents, with respect to substance, was more pointed 

towards Mr. Ehrlichman and it related to what Mr. Dean had 

said, that Ehrlichman knew and what Magruder had said. 

Q I think you may be referring to Mr. Haldeman when 

16 you mentioned Mr. Ehrlichman. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

BJZAIE1II ANll TIPRIII 
11225 Dowey Court 
ltlnslnston, Maryland 20795 
C301) t4M436 

A Yes, I did, excuse me. l confused them. Particula l 

with respect to what Mr. Dean had said concerning Mr. Halde

man and what Mr. Magruder had said and, with special emphasis 

that Magruder's testimony related to information that he, 

Magruder, had given to Strachan before the break-in. 

It specifically concerned a budget statement of the 

project from which Magruder said the nature of the project 

could have been ascertained and, secondly, transcripts of the 

logs which Magruder said were given to Strachan, and the only 

DV 
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5 

reason they were given to S~c~ ~as for transmittal to 

Haldeman. Though he could not testify that they had, in 

fact, been transmitted to Haldeman, but he certainly consider d 

Strachan to be their liaison between themselves and Haldeman. 

With respect to Ehrlichman, as I recall -- all of 

which is 15ummarized in a memorandum for the President, a copy 

of which you all have there was a statement by Dean, I 

a think 1 that there was some discussion between him and Ehrlich 

9 man concerning the amount of money that was to be made avail-

10 able to those people, 

11 There was then some discussion about whether or 

12 not this -- I was saying we were going to charge and convict 

13 these people, and I replied that, with respect to Ehrlichman, 

14 we had almost a prima facie case but that depended on whether 

1s or not Strachan could ,co1'roborate Magruder. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

Q Again, Mr. Petersen, you said Ehrlichman when I 

think you meant Haldeman. 

A I meant Haldeman. Very strange to figure that out. 

I've never me.t Mr, Haldeman, 

In any event, that was the thrust of the conversa

t!on with the President from my point of view and it was 

encumbent upon him to do something and do something quickly, 

Otherwise, the impact on the Presidency was going to be 

drastic prppbetic statement. 

Q What did the President reply? 

DV 
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23 
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A Well, I cannot fix any specific reply -- pungent. 

pithy statement that he made. He spoke well of Ehrllchman 
. . 

and Haldeman; thought that it seemed difficult for hlm to 

comprehend; seemed to think•• seemed to fear I guess is a 

better term -- that perhaps John Dean was simply trying to 

exculpate himself and that he was really responsiblet that 

he didn't know about these things at all until Dean had 

told hlm on March 21st; and that. at that point, he had asked 

.Ehrlichman to look into the matter. 

With respect to Magruder, I t_hink he felt the same 

way. and I probably told hlm that we we~e trying to develop 

Strachan as a witness and if we develo~d Strachan as a wit

ness, school was going to be out. as fa~ as Haldeman was 

concerned. 

Q Did the President, in that conversation. Mr. Peter• 

sen, mention the so-called Dean report? . 

A He mentioned that he, after Dean -- and, apparently 

after March 21st, when Dean had come to hlm, he had sent 

Dean, he said, to Camp David to write a report and Dean came 

back and told hlm that he, Dean, wasn't able to do it. 

And the President said, ''Well, no wonder be was not 

able to do it" -- these are not quotes, but -- "No wonder 

he was not able to do it. really. It was a report which woul 

implicate himself. He just couldn _'t bring himself to do it." 

Q And did the President indicate to you, in the 

ov 
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course of that meeting, whether or not he could bel. ieve John 

Dean or did . believe John Dean as a result of .what Mr. Dean 

told him on March 21st? 

My question is whether that was related to the 

President · telling you that he had asked Ehrlicbuan to write 

a report. 

A 

Q 

A 

I don't think 

And make an investigation. 

I'm puzzling over the use of your word "believe." 

10 Certainly, the President's attitude, as I interpreted it, 

11 was that he found it difficult to believe, but I don't mean 

12 to imply 'that he was saying John Dean was lying ab .out this 

13 or so•an~so. And because he found his situation unbelievabl 

14 incredible, he had asked Ehrlichman to look into the facts 

15 of the matter and to give him the report that John Dean shoul 

16 have given him. 

17 · I think one of the things I asked him was, "Well, 

18 didn't Dean ever give you a report of all of this?" And he 

19 said, no, Dean had never given him a report. lbis was common 

20 place in the press that Dean had. 

21 Q Did the President indicate to you anything about 

22 the substance of Mr. Ehrlichman' s report? 

24 

A 

Q 

'No, he did not. 

Did the President indicate to you whether Mr. Dean, 

25 back in March, had told the same or a similar set of facts 

~Alllleo:1°" concerning the involvement of Haldeman and Ehrlichman? 
llcflsln,loo, Ma,ylond 20795 
(301) !MM436 

D\ ! 
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A I didn't _gather that: I don't think it was speci-

fically discussed. My reaction to that is that the President 

3 was, in fact, saying that Dean came and told him what he had 

4 been doing with the Committee, and that whether or not he 

5 specifically got into discussions of what Haldeman and Ehrlic -

6 · man were doing, I don't know, 

7 I couldn't draw that. I had to conclude that that 

a was somewhat muted. Otherwise, the President would not have 

9 chosen one who was deeply involved to investigate :,the matter 

10 anew. But that assumes innocence on the part of the parties 

II involved, of course.· 

12 Q As a result of the President having told you that 

13 Dean may have been making the statements that you related to 

14 the President in order to exculpate or help himself in some 

15 way, did you ·conclude that this was something recently dis-

16 closed by Dean and not something which Dean may have been 

17 telling people at an _earlier date than you had learned? 

18 A Well, I can't be certain, but my reaction to that 

19 is that I was dissatisfied from what I considered to be the 

20 President's knowledge based on the earlier conversation, and 

21 it was because . of that dissatisfaction - that 1 . .auggested . that 

22 he now talk to John Dean again; that he hear directly from · 

23 John Dean what John Dean was telling the Prosecutors. 

24 There is another reason for that. We were under 

25 some inhibitions with respect to what Dean was telling us. 

DV 
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It was told to us in confidence. So we were told in confi

dence with the commitment that it would not be used directly 

or indirectly. I didn't feel free to put, you know, whatever 

4 I had cf that out, but I certainly felt that it was entirely 

S proper' for the President, as head of the Government -- par-

6 ticularly the man in charge of the White House -- to be in-

7 formed of these things so that he could take proper admini-

8 strative action. 

9 And for those two reasons, I suggested that he talk 

10 with John Dean. And they did talk that night. 

11 Q My question really focuses on whether you got the 

12 impression, after the President described those motives to 

13 Mr. DeAn for having come to the Prosecutors with this in-

14 formation, that this was news to the President. That the 

1S involvement of Haldeman and Ehrlichman, as Dean explained it, 

16 at least preliminary to the prosecutors, was new information 

17 coming to the President from you rather than from Dean at an 

18 earlier time? 

19 A Well, there's no statement that·:r could attribute 

20 to the President that would definitely answer that question. 

21 My.reaction to the April 15th was that the Presi-

22 dent exhibited a lack of shock, or that he was in immense 

23 controlf of himself, But these are reactions. 

24 A man, who is used to dealing with global crises 

2S probably takes these things in stride. But he was calm and 

D.IDIETII MN 11PTON 
11225 Dewoy Court "'""""'°"' Maryland 20795 (IG1) 946-4436 

DV 
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B.IZAIIFill ANN TIPTON 
11225 Dewey Court 
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ov . 10 

collected. 

Q So he did not seen surprised by your narration that 

Haldeman and Ehrlichman seemed to be involved in some crimina 

activity? 

A Well; there was no visible sign of emotion, in any 

event. 

Q Did the President indicate to you whether Mr. Halde 

man or Mr. Ehrlichman, or both, had denied the facts related 

by you to the President about them? 

A I'm not sure that he. did so on the 15th. There 

was a time earlier in that week, and I can't fix, a date_, 

when the President said, "Well, you know, they think they're 

innocent." But then he said, "I suppose everybody always 

thinks he's innocent." That's one o·f his statements that 

stands out in my mind. 

So, you know, I assumed that there was some dis

cussion by him with them in which they protested. 

Q Did you ever tell the President not to dismiss or 

call for the resignations of Haldeman or Ehrlichman before 

corroboration was obtained? 

A No, No, indeed. - My point was whether or.not_ we 

have a case, What we're talkingabout is fitness to hold 

office and they were not fit to hold office in the White 

House, and I stated that starkly. 

Q And was there a discussion, at this time, about 

DV 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

from prosecution? 

A There was some discussion of immunity, yes. And 

one of the questions the President raised was whether or not 

Dean was talking this way about others in order ~o save him

self, 

And I guess my response was, "That wasn't one of 

the hard questions we had to determine, in any immunity grant 

And, certainly, it was our responsibility to corroborate the 

information and that, in any even~, I was fully aware of the 

implications of immunizing upper echelon leaders in the Gover -

ment in this type of investigation, 

This debate went on for a couple of days in which, 

I felt, I made it quite clear that the responsibility was 

mine under the Statute, but I received no direction from the 

President not to immunize. 

Q Could you characterize it as at least a cautionary 

discussion in which the President brought to you possible 

reasons why immunity should not be extended? 

A Yes, I think you could describe it as a cautionary 

21 discussion. But the type of cautionary-,ii~cussion that -any-

22 

23 

24 

2S 

B.1ZA11m1 axN 11P11111 
11225 Dewey Court 
llot,slflllon, lla,yt1nd 20795 
(301) 946-4436 

one opposed to immunity in principle might entertain. I 

couldn't describe any motive to it, 

Q Now, earlier, you indicated, with respect to the 

so-called Dean report, that the President said that Dean 

DV 
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could not, in substance, bring himself to put it on paper 

because it would be a confession of Dean's own improper or 

illegal activities. 

Was it your impression, or did the President indi

cate, that-Dean had not, at'the time that the President asked 

Dean to prepare such a report, provided information which 

would be incriminatory of Dean? 

A Well, r· suppose I better give you -- I think that 

might be a fair inference but the President said, "Dean came 

in and told me all about these things. My goodness, 

the first time I heard. I sent him up to Camp David 

him, 'Sit down and write this out. ' He came back and 

done it." Conclusion -- which was the President's 

suppose he was too involved to be able to do it." 

that was 

and told 

hadn't 

"I 

"And, at that point, I asked Ehrlichman to sit down 

and get me the facts." 

So there are two inferences. One that Dean was 

distraught and, two, that he was involved, and three, the 

President, now, couldn't rely on him because the President 

thought he was involved, in any event -- that's a possible 

third inference. 

Q Now, do you recall discussing with the President, 

at some time -- st·rike that. 

I think you -have testified earlier that the Presi

dent, at some time, indicated to you that Dean had been 

D\/ 
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so I called ,John Dean on the telephone and told him, ,John, there is no 
point in my coming over there, we are going to recommend jail time 
and these people are going to be immunized and we then discussed 
what immunitv meant, what the alternatives are-and thev are: you 
can be contumacious a11d go to jail almost immediately or 5-ou cair lie 
and take your risk that the Go,-emment \Yi!l be able to prom it, which 
may gi rn you a little bit of time, or you can cooperate, and I spelled 
those out for him and that ended the conversation. 

Mr. DAsH. We have had testimony from )fr. Kleindienst and I think 
Mr. Kleindienst indicated that you perhaps would be our better wit
ness as to what occurred on April 14 which led also to a meeting on 
~.\pril 15 with the President. "'Vhat actually led to the meeting that 
you had with Mr. Titus, Mr. Silbert, Mr. Glanzer, )Ir. Campbell, on 
.April H? -

Mr. PETERsEx. :Mr. Silbert was trying to get me all throughout the 
day on April H. I did not get home until approximately 6 or 7 o'clock 
in the e\·ening. I called him and he said it was imperative that he see 
me. that he, Titus, Silbert, Glanzer\ meet with me immediately. And 
I agreed. So we set up a meeting in my office at 8 ::{o tlmt night. They 
came down and thev launched into the fact thev had made a hteak
through in the '\Vatergate case and that it was of significant propor
tions and that they were in the course of attempting to negotiate an 
agreement for ,John Dean's testimony and they had recei ,-ed certain 
information from him in the course of the negotiations which they had 
agreed not to utilize unless some type of agreement was reached. They 
had recei.-ed also testimony from ,Jeb Stuart Magruder which seemed 
to corroborate the skeletal facts )fr. Dean had given them. and that on 
the basis of all of these facts they concluded that Mr. :\Iitchell, Mr. 
Mardian, l\fr. LaRue. Mr. :Magruder, )fr. Ehrlichman. )Ir. Haldeman. 
Mr. Dean, were putative defendants. 

Mr. D;\SH. '\"Vhen you had that information, did you call Mr. 
Kleindienst or did )fr. Kleindienst call vou 1 

Mr. PETERSEX. That was the night of the '\Yhite House correspond
ents' dinner and I had great difficulty in getting in touch with Mr. 
Kleindienst and we finally left word for the '\Vhite House to g-et in 
touch with his car, radio car, and he called me I guess around 12 :30 
a.m., after the dinner. 1Ye then made arrangements to meet at his home. 

Mr. Titus and Mr. Silbert and I arrived- at his home around 1 :30 or 
2 o'clock in the mor1\ing and we proceeded between then and 5 a.m. to 
give him a recitation of ,Yhat we thought was in the offing and who 
was involved. 

Mr. D.,su. I take it these are the same facts that vou had been 
briefed on by the prosecutors. • 

3Ir. PETERSEX. That is tight, and, of course, it was the unanimous · 
recommendation of all of us that he inform the President immediatelv 
because of the implications. This was really the first information tluit 
we had to tie it to people of the stature of Mr. Mitchell and )fr. Halde
man and l\Ir. Ehrlichman . 

• fr. D.,sH. a\nd did yon set up a meetin)! or did )Ir. Kleindienst set 
up a nwC'ting ,Yith the President 1 

)fr. Pr:TEHSF.x. )fr. Kk,indienst nµ:reed he would set np such a meet
ing with the PresidPnt and, as I n'ca!J. he said he was going: to-there 
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was a prayer breakfast over there and he would attempt to set it up 
while he was there. 

I next heard from Mr. Kleindienst at approximatel_v 2 o'clock Sun
day afternoon and he asked me to come down to the office and I did so, 
and while there, he said he was going to go and see the President again 
at 3 or 3:30 p.m., and maybe it would be a good idea if I would come 
with him, and I said OK. . 

Mr. DAsfi. ,vas it at that time that you and Mr. Kleindienst gave a 
complete briefing as to what you had learned from the prosecutors--

Mr. PETERSE:-l". Yes, sir. ·. 
l\fr. DASH [continuing]. To the President~ 
Mr. PF:r,:ru;E:s-. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DASH. Can you tell the committee what the reaction of the 

President was at that time? 
Mr. PETERSEN. ,vell, I guess the reaction of the President was one 

of concern when I remember remarking to :\Ir. Kleindienst how I 
admired his calm. I would have been cussing and fuming. He was con
cerned} and you have to understand that I had seen the President 
only on ceremonial occasions or briefings on legislation. He didn't 
lmow me from A.dam. 

Mr. DASH. This was your first face-to-face meeting with the Pres
ident, then, wasn't it 1 

Mr. PETERSEN. Yes; at any time in a situation where he was relying 
solely on my advice, and here I was recommending that two ix-ople 
whom he had known and worked with for vears be dismissed. 

Mr. DASH. Who were they? ~ 
Mr. PETERSEN. Mr. Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlichman. 
Mr. DASH. ·what was his reaction to that recommendation? 
Mr. PETEnsEN. He understood my concerns and he appreciated my · 

candor and my concern £or the Presidency and my position was that I 
can't guarantee you tha.t we have a criminal case at this point, but I 
can guarantee you that these people are going to be a source of vast 
embarrassment to the Presidency and for that reason I think that the 
best.thing that you could do woi1ld be to get rid of them immediately. 

The President's response was interestin,!!. He said. yes, but he owPd 
them a.n obligation of fairness. too, and I didn't disagree with that. 
If somebody came in and said about my two assistants you h!\Ve got 
to fire them immP.diately, I would take time to look. 

Mr. DASH. What offic~ 
:Mr. PF.TERSEX. He took longer than I would have liked. I ~tess I 

was a little impatient hut he did it and that was the important thing. · 
Mr. DM,il r continningl. What offil'e was this meeting held in? 
Mr. 'PRTERsEN. In the old Executive Office Building, 
Mr. DASH. 1Vere you aware at the time. Mr. Petersen. that these 

conversations were beini? taped? 
Mr. Pf:n:RsEN. No, sir: bnt it didn't snrprise me. I would hnve an

ticipated-I think if von h!td asked nw I would ha,·e thon!?'ht that was 
n fn.ir possibility and franldv let me sav for the record I have no ob
jection. I think tlw ChiPf of State ou'!ht to do it. 

l\f r. D,\SJT. Did yon makl' any rPcommendntion with regard to Jlr. 
Denn? 

l\lr. PF.TF.RSR:-,'". YE>s. I did. Tlw PrPsidt>nt said. "Yon ln10w. Halde
man and F.hrlichmnn dPn~· this nnrl I have got to find this out. Denn in 
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effect has admitted it. Should I request his resigriationt" And I said, 
"My goodness, no. Now, here is the first man who has come in to co
operate with us and certainly we don't want to give the impres.,ion 
that he is being subjected to reprisal because of his cooperation. So 
please don1t ask for his resignation at this point." And the President 
agreed to hold off until I-until he heard from me further on that 

._...,.·i!liiille. That carried on until about the 26th or 27th of October and in 
a statement on the telephone I reached the conclusion after discussions 
with Silbert that we had reached an impasse in our negotiations with 
l\Ir. Dean. 

Mr. D.AsH; You don't mean October. You mean April. 
l\fr. PETERSEN. Right,Mr. Dash. April.excuseme. 
We had reached an impasse in our discussions with Mr. Dean and 

that I could no longer justify the President's not asking for his 
resignation, and-- ' 

l\fr. DASH. Prior to that time, do you recall having a discussion with 
the President concerning immunity that might be afforded witn~ 1 

Mr. PETERSEN. Yes, sir. , 
Mr. DASH. Could you tell us brieflv about that i 
Mr. hTERSEX. "\VelJ. I think that started--that started the preceding 

Wednesday. Mr. Ehrlichman had called Mr. Kleindienst and Klein
dienst called me up there and said he just had a call from .John Ehr
lichman and Ehrlichman wants to sav he didn't think anv '\Vhite 
House aides ought to be immunized and it didn't make much of an 
impression on me and I just made a witticism and said, "'Vell, tell 
Ehrlichman he can't count on it." and I didn't think anything more 
about it. Of course, when I learned at the encl oftheweek--

1\fr. DASH. And at-this time :Mr. Dean was in these conversationst in 
cooperation with the prosecutor. 

:Mr. PET1<;RSEN. That is right. At the end ofthe week when I learned 
Dean was cooperating it made more sense. The President took it up. 
The President-we went on with this for about 2 or 3 davs. \Ve had n 
difference in viewpoints, .of course. The President's concem-1 hope · 
I accurately reflect him but it seemed to me the President's concern 
was that from a public relations point of view, c<'rtainly he wanted to 
lea,·e the impression that he as President was not causing persons ,~ho 
were in the upper echelons of his administrntion to be immunized and , - . 
freed from liability. He wanted to make certain that in that respect no 
one got the impression that they were getting farnred treatment. 

,ven. you know, I understood that to be a consideration but I also 
understood that if it were in the interests of the prosecution, that it 
might be nE.>cessary to immunize some high echelon person. · . 

Mr. DAsn. Did vou explain that to the President~ 
l\f r. PETERSEN. I did indeed. 
::\fr. DAsn. And did yon get an understanding of whowould make ,. 

the ultimate decision on immunity? . 
::\fr. PETF.RSF:X. Yes, I did. · . · 
::\fr. D.\sn. ;\nd who won Id be gin'n that nltimnte decision? 
)fr. PETERSF.X. ::\le. 
Jfr. DAi;TT. Xow. did that JlOint in timl'
Mr. PETF-RSF.:'11'. At that point in timr. 
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to come back to him if we disagreed, and so I think the criticism is 
wholly unwarranted. 

Mr. DASH, Did you receive a call from the President on April 30, 
19731 

:Mr. PETERsEN. Yes, sir. 
l\Ir. DASH. Could you tell us what that call was abouU 
Mr. PETERSEN. April 30, 1973 ~ 
Mr. DASH, Yes. 
Mr. !Tr:ERsEN. He called up and said, you can tell your wife that 

the President has done,, what needed to be done, and I want to thank 
you for what you have done. 

To the extent that requires some explanation in the course of our 
conversations, I was impressing upon the President the situation so 
far as I was concerned was degenerating, and it was vitally affecting 
the people's confidence in the 1Vhite House, and I related to him a 
conversation that I had with my wife at the breakfast table in which 
she had said, "Do you think the 'President is involved 1" A.nd I related 
that to the President and I said, "If I reach the point where I think 
you are involved, I have got to resign. If I come up with evidence of 
you, I am just going to waltz it over to the House of Representafo·es," 
but I said, "What is important is that my wife, who is no left wing 
kook, is raising these questions of me, and that indicates to me that 
you have got a most serious problem." · 

And that affected the President quite strongly, and when he called 
me on April 30, he made that point. 

Mr. DASH. This was the dav that he announced the resignation of 
Mr. Haldeman, and Mr. Ehrlichman, and the leaving of the office at 
his request of Mr. Dean. 

l\fr. PETERSEN. That is right. . 
Mr. DASH. I have no further questions, :Mr. Chairman. 

enator ERVIN. :Mr. Thompson. 
,--lllt~r. THOMPSON. Thank you, "Mr. Chairman. - . 

i\Ir. Petersen, let me ask you a few more detailed questions about 
your meeting with the President on April 15. You stated that you told 
l'l.im on that occasion that althouJrh yon possibly didn't have a criminal 
case against Haldeman and Ehrlichman, that it could be very em-
barrassing to the Presidency. . 

What information did you have on Haldeman and Ehrlichman at 
that timei What:had J?ean told the prosecutors about Haldeman's and 
Ehrlichman's involvement in the ,v atergate matter 'I 

Mr. PETERSEN. ,ven, we had not too much on Mr. Ehrlichmnn at 
that point. We had Dean's statement that Ehrlichman had told Dean 
to "deep six" certain information recovered by Dean from lir. Hunt's 
office. If you don't mind. I will refer to my notes on this. 

Mr. Tuo:MPSON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. PETERSEN. Too. that Mr. Dean had said thi1t Ehrlichman 

throng-h Dean had informed Liddy that Hunt should leave the coun
try. Hunt corroborated this in part in that he te~tified that Liddy 
had told him that Lidd_v's nrincipals wanted Hunt out of the country. 

Hunt did not. testifv with respect to or identifr Ehr1ichman. 
That. is tlw basic information. the onlv informntion we had on Ehr-

lichman nt that point. · 
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)[r. THOMPSON. Had he said anything at that point about furnish
ing money to the defendants or the defendants' families or about 
Ehrlichman's approval of money being raised and distributed to the 
families? 

Mr. PETERSEX. Yes. I think that that was mentioned-well, that 
Ehrlich .man had said, well, tell them we will do what we can, you 
know. It was not specific with respect to any amount of mone_v. 

Mr. THO~IPSON'. Was Kalmbach mentioned in this regard! 
)Ir. PETERSEN. Kalmbach was mentioned but not with any de.finith·e 

nature of the allegations against him. only that--
)fr. TnmtPSON. The major emphasis was on the ';deep six~' comment? 
)fr. PETERSEN; So far as Ehrlichman was concerned. So far as 

Haldeman was concerned, Dean had allegedly told Haldeman that 
there was a series of meetings, three in number, with John llitchell 
which took place in Mitchell's office. • 

)Ir. THo:ltPSON. Beg your pardon 1 I am sorry. ·mat did you sa v 1 
:Mr. PETERSUT. Dean ·had told Haldeman, according to Dean, that 

there was a series of meetings, three in number, in Mitchelrs office in 
which Liddy, Magmder. Dean, and :Mitchell were present. and at each 
of these meetings the Liddy operation was discussed, the purpose being 
to obtain information about Democrat Presidential contenders. 

On two occasions, Mitchell refused to authorize the budget pro
posals, the first being for $1 million and the second $500.000. On the . 

.. third occasion, Mitchell approved a reduced budget of $300,000. The 
operation was described as Operation Gemstone. l\Iagn1der had said 
that the budget information was given to Strachan. Magruder also said 
that the information given to Strachan was for delivery to Haldeman. 
But Magruder was not in a position to say that Strachan actually 
received it-actually delivered the information or that Haldeman 
actually received it. 

Dean stated that after the second meeting with Mitchell, Liddy 
and Magruder returned to the White House, relayed the information 
to Haldeman, and the nature of the proposal was discussed and stated 
that ,ve ought not to have any part of them. Dean stated Haldeman 
agreed. But I pointed out to the President that apparently no one 
took the laboring oar to try and stop them. and I thought that that 
was certainly the responsibility of someone like Haldeman. 

:Magruder further stated that he caused to be delivered to Strachan 
for transmittal to Haldeman a summary of the intercepted converSll
tions. Again I told the President, Magruder was not in a position to 
say that Strachan actually delivered that in1ormation. Strachan at 
that point was being interrogated, and there was some indication that 
he might be willing to cooperate, and I told the President those negoti
ations were underway and we thought that they would ultimately bear 
fruit and that that would in effect give us two or possibly three wit
nesses against Haldeman and that was a very dire situation. and while 
I couldn't say we had a criminal case at the time, certainly one was 
in the offing. 

)fr. T11m1PSox. ,vhen did von mak(' those notes? 
)fr. PETERSEN. Sir? • . 
Mr. Tno:uPSo:-.'. "'hen--
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l\Ir. PETERSEN. The President asked me to reduce to writi~ what I 
said to him about those two, Haldeman and Ehrlichman, and I did 
that and :rave it to him on April 16. 

~Ir. Tno:ltFSON. And that is the same thing that you have before you 
ri~ht now1 

Mr. PETERSEN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. THOMPSON. ·would there be an objection to making that a part 

of our record 1 
Mr. PETERSEN. No, sir. 
Mr. THOMPSON. If we could at a subsequent time make a copy of 

that., unless you have an extra copy. . 
l\[r. PETERsEN. I do not know whether I have an extra copy, :\Ir. 

Thompson. but I will be happy to give this to you and you giYe me a 
cop_y back. That will satisf.v me. 

Mr. TH0~1PSOS. ·would that be agreeable with the chairman? 
Senator ERVIN. All right. Let the record show the notes identified 

by Mr. Petersen will be appropriately marked as exhibits and admitted 
into the record as such. 

fThe document referred to was marked exhibit No. 1-!7.*} 
:S.fr. THO:l!.PSON. All right, )Ir. Petersen. So essentially. to go into a 

little bit more detail-you have touched on this-one ,Vhite House 
member, Mr. Dean, was telling some verv si,znificant and dire things 
al>out two other White House members, Mr. Haldeman and lfr. Ehr
lichman. What was the President's reaction to this situation? Did he 
express a particular belief or disbelief in any version or any individual 
or how did he evaluate the posture of those 1 · · __ 

Mr. PETERSE::O.. I think it is fair to say he was kind of upset about 
Dean. He said that when he first learned about this that there were 
more problems in store for him than he had anticipated on March 21 
and he had asked John Dean to reduce these to writing and sent him 
up to Camp David to do so and apparently Dean was unable to reduce 
them to writing and the P!'esident commented, I suppose because of his 
involvement, and he was concerned that perhaps Dean was trving to 
lighten the load on himself by impeaching Haldeman and Ehrlichman 
and t'he question in the forefront of his mind was the validity of the 
Dean information. That was the importance of )Iagruder's informa
tion and the possibility of Strachan coming through as a corroborating 
witness. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Did he say precisely what Dean had told him on 
March 21? 

Mr. PETERSEN.No, sir; he did not.. 
Indeed, he said that he told Dean to go up and write a report and 

he never got such a report and Dean was unable to write it. 
:Mr. THmrPSON. How did you phrase it a moment ago1 lfhnt dicJ he 

say about the 21st? 
·Mr. PETERSF.X. He had first learned that-the ,vords are mine. not 

the President·s. He first learned that. there were more significant 
problems than he had anticipated on )farch 21. ~ · 

)Jr. Tnmn,sox. Did he indicate that on )farch 21 he had learned 
wl,at yon ,w1·e telling him? 

)fr. PF.TEr:sF.x. Xo. sir: he did not. lVhat he did sng!!l,'st was that 
after Dean had fa i k•d to proddl:' him this report, he ha'd 'told Ehrlich-

•see p. 3875. 
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man to conduct an investigfttion. I mwer asked him for the product 
of Ehrlichmnn ·s im·estigation, nor do I know what it consisted pf. 

:Mr. TnmrPSON. Did you ever discuss with the President the possi-
bility of his talking' to Liddy or Liddy's lawyer? . 

Mr. PETERSEN. No, sir. During the course-I did suggest to the 
President that he ought to hear ,John Dean himself, that he ought to 
hear from ,John Dean what ,John Dean was telling the prosecutors to 

. aid the President in making up his mind with respect to his future 
course of conduct toward Haldeman and Ehrlichman . 

... _iliil> 
At my home later that Sunday evening, on April 15, Charlie Sha.ff er, 

)Ir. Dennis lawyer, ca1led and present were Mr. Silbert and Mr. Glan
zer, stated that he-Dean had had a call from }fr; Ehrlichrnan who 
wanted to meet with Dean and requested our advice. 1Ve told him not 
to meet with )fr. Ehrlichman but that it would be perfectly agree
able to meet with the President. Thereafter he called back and said 
that )fr. Ikan had sent a message back to the ·white House suggesting 
that he would be happy to meet with the President, and what have 
you. The President called me that evening and said he had received · · 
that messa~ and should he meet with him and I said by all means.: He 
called again to say that the meeting had been set up. He called then 
again around 9 :30 or 9 :4:5-I did not know that }k Dean was still 

' there-and said that he had recei,·ed information that Liddy was wait, · 
ing for some sort of signal from the ·white House, and the President, 
as to whether or not he should be cooperative 01· testify and the Presi
dent charged me with conveying that information to Mr. LiddyJ l?Ot · 
in touch with Mr. Tom Kennelly, who is local counsel for ~fr. Liddy, 
passed that message 'on to him. I was thereafter called arom1d mid
night by Mr. M:aroulis, who is principal counsel for )fr. Liddy and 
imparted the same information. namely, that if Mr; Liddy was not 
cooperating out of any sense of misguided lovalty or lovalt:v to the 
administration, or what have you, that he was misguided and the Pres
ident wanted him to cooperate. Mr. l\faroulis thanked me for the 
information and that was it. We have not heard from Mr. Liddv. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Did the President ever tell you anything else that 
was discussed in his conversation with Dean on April 15 i 

Mr. PETERSEN. No: I did not want to hear it. -· . 
l\fr. THO:\!PSON. '.\Vhy 1 . . . 
Mr. PETERSEX. The reason I did not want to hear it was because we 

were in negotiation with Mr. Dean and that negotiation was predi~ 
cated upon certain promises, that he would make certain disclosures 
to us in order for us to determine whether or not an immunity should 
be accorded him upon our representation that we would not use that 
information directly or indirectly against him if no deal was struck. 
So I did not want t.o receive information that came from Mr. Dean 
from any other source in order to keep that situation, \'ery difficult 
situation, as clean as it could possibly be. The President offered to 
let me hear the tape and I did not. want to hear it, 

Mr. TnoMPsox. Up until April ao. when Dean was discharged, had 
Dean told the prosecutors anything: that. would in any wa,-,,· implicate 
the President in obstruction of justice or anythin~ along those lines? 
Did he mention n September 15 conversation. for example, or thnt he 
had pre,·ionsly told the President of these matters and the President 
had failed to act1 
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been duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows: 

DIP.ECT EXMITNATIOH 

BY MRS. VOL:·iER: 

Please state your na.1ne and occupation. 

1192 

Hy name is Henry Petersen. I am Assistant Attorney 

General of the Criminal Division, of the United States 

Department of Justice. 

~ now long have you been the Assistant Attorney 

General? , 

~ Approximately two years. 

Q. And you have been with t.~e Departl!lent of Justice for 

hew long? 

A Approximately 26 years. 

~ Have you last April had occasion to taL~ to the 

President concerning statements being made by John Dean? 

A Yes, I did. 

Q. And will you relate vc:>.ry briefly what your conver-

sation with t.~e President was on April 15,. of 1!>7 3? 

A On 1\p.:d:l 15, 1973, it was the concensus t.ltat t..'le 

President .should be advised t.l-iat certain natters had developed 

in the investigation of t.l-ie case, which refl9cted on his 

immediate associates, and !-1r. Kleindienst and I U.'1dertook to 

advise him of ~~at information on Sunday afternoon, Anril 15t~. 

l\nd,since the substa.1ce of the rcco::T.Cndations that .:e coul::l 

(996) 



53, 4 HENRY PETERSEN-TESTIMJNY:, .'!JOVEMBER 12, 19'13, 
IN RE GRAND JURY, MISC. 4'1-'131 1192-94 

Indistinct document retyped by 
House Judiciary Committee staff 

have made were at the very least a severe reflection on the 

part of Mr. Nixon's associates, and that information stemmed 

1193 

in part from information made available to the prosecutors, 

specifically .Mr. Glanzer and Mr .. Silbert, by Mr. Dean, I 

suggested to the President that it would be most appropriate if 

he talked with John Dean to lea r n directly from John Dean what 

John Dean was telling the prosecutors so that rather than having 

it second or third-hand, the President would get it directly, 

and he would be better informed so as to determine what, if any, 

action he should take concerning persons who occupied the 

position of responsibility at the White House. 

Q Do you recall where that meeting was between Mr. 

Kleindienst, yourself, and the President? 

A Mr. Kleindienst and the President and I met at the 

Executive Office Building, approximately 3:30 in the afternoon 

on Sunday, April 15th, 

Q Was there any general discussion of the immunity? 

A The question was raised as to whether or not John 

Dean was giving information with respect to other persons at the 

White House in order to relieve himself of liability, and the 

President was informed that the basis on which the information 

was given was to enable the prosecution to make a determination 

as to whether or not Mr. Dean should be accorded immunity. 

Q Did you, at that time, explain to the President the 

Indistinct document retyped by 
House Judiciary Committee staff 
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conditions or ci rcwns tances under which lA.r. Dean's talking to 

the Progecutors? 

A. Yes, I told th-e President that the information that 

was being ma.do available to us from his lawyer and to some 

degree frOl"\ .!-!r. Dean directly was received by the prosecution 

wi t..11 the reprc5entation that it would not be used directly or 

indirectly in tho investigation; and it would be used only to 

enable us to ma.~e a determination as to whether or not a grant 

o:f immwu.ty to Mr. Dean would be in the .public interest. 

Now, t.~ere was ~ne qualification of t..~at, and at a?proxi-

' rnatcly mi.dr-..ight on the preceding day, the 14t.'1, since it was the 

reco:m."nendatlon of t..1le prosecutors' staff and the una.,imous conclu

sion of all who at that point were discussing the matter, t.."lat 

the President should be· informed, we felt it necessa?:"" to convey 
. -~ I 

t.'1-iat inforr.tation to Mr. Dean and his counsel, ?·!r. Charles N. 

Shaffer, w!lo represented !~r. Dean, was advised at a?proximately 

that tir.-.e of night · and agreed that it was, would net be a breach 

I of the agreement, and that it waz perfectly acceptable to t:'!en 

~ ~~e President be informed. 

Q. And did t.,e Presicznt, after your afternoon r.:cetincr 0:1 

the 15th, inform you that he was going to ~et with Mr. ~an? 

1'~ I had suggested that the Presir"!cnt ~cet with r..:r. Dea.,. 

an<l after WC left t.""le Presiccnt 1
!; office, I •;1e:1t to CT.'f !-:.ar::e ";:1ere 

I ~,~t with Hr. Shaffer -- excuse ~ -- ?~r. (;ln.nzer a:1d i:r. ~iwcrt 
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I was up at 8 ::30 a.m. As a result of that meeting we agreed that I had 
to see the President. I put a call in to the White House at 8 :30 a.m., 
the President retumed my call at 9 ::30 a.m. I told him it was absolutely 
imperatirn that I see him right away. He said that I have the Sunday 
service at the White House at 11 a.m. I told him that rather than go 
to church with my wife and children I would go up there and attend 
that service at 11 o'clock and be available to see him after that ,vas 
over. 

I think the reception lasted until approximately 1 o'clock and around 
1 o'clock in the afternoon I met with the President in his office in the 
Executive Office Building. 

Mr. DoRSEN. Now, am I correct that at least part of the meeting 
was devoted to briefing the President and that one of the decisions 
made on the afternoon of April 15 by you would be that you would 
in effect withdraw from the supervision of the prosecution of the 
·w atergate case? . 

L·:Mr. KLEINDIENST. The whole meeting was devoted solely to talking . 
bout the information that I had obtamed that night and the conse- . 
uences that inevitably must flow from it. 
:i1r. DoRSEN. Now, I would like to show to you a document which 

you proyided the committee dated April 15, 1973. The first page is 
typewritten. The page under it is handwritten. I ask if you can 
identify that for the committee 1 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes. I know what you have in yom· hand, l\fr. 
Dorsen. I furnished it to the committee. The document underneath, in 
my handwriting, is a document that I wrote out in my office in the 
presence of Mr. :Petersen after he and I had met with the President of 
the United States in which I set forth the reasons why I had to recuse 
myself from any further contact or involrnment in the ,vatergate 
case and in which I designated him to substitute for me as the ~-\.ttorney 
General of the United States in anything further concerning the 
"\Vatergate case. · . 

I further requested that he communicate this decision of mine to-
in the contents of this memorandum to U.S. Attomey Titus, Silbert, 
and to Acting Director Gray of the FBI. I signed it and I had :Mr. 
Petersen sign it indicating the time that he received it. It was impor
tant for me to establish the time when I no longer had any connection 
with the Watergate thing. 

I then Xeroxed a copy of my handwritten statement and gave it to 
him and I kept the ori~inal. And this is it-the top document that you 
handed me is a typed document of my hand written document. 

lfr. DonsEN. Mr. Cliai1'.man, I request that the document identified 
and summarized by Mr. Kleindienst be ndmitted into evidence. 

Senator ERVIN. It will be received and appropriately marked as an 
exhibit and admitted in evidence as such. 

[The document referred to was marked exhibit No. 14:5.*l 
l\Ir. DonsEx. 'What does the word "recuse" mean in this context~ 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. It is a technical word used by lawyers and par-

ticularly those in Government service which signifies that for one 
reason or another, usually ethical reasons. that. you withdrew from any 
further participation in a particular matter. 

• See p . !1860. 
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Senator GURNEY. The problem, 1 guess, was that there was a coverup 
and people weren't advancing information. 

·Mr. KLEINDIENST. I have arrived at that conclusion, Senator Gurney. 
Senator GURNEY. I think that is what we found here in these many 

weeks. 
Mr. Kr,EINDIENST. Yes, sir. 

n enator GURNEY. One q·.uestion on that meeting With the President. 
m not sure that it was covered. · 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. What meeting is that? 
enator GURNEY. This is the April 15, Sunday meeting. 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. Yes, sir. 
Senator GURNEY. Did the President ever-did he tell you in the 

meeting what he had been advised previously by ,John Dean 1 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. No, sir; not to my recollection. 
Senator GURNEY. That was not discussed~ 

. Mr. KLEINDIENST. No. I was more interested in telling him what I 
knew and then dealing with the consequences of that knowledge on 
my part, my own deep feelings and what to do next. The decision to-
my recommendation to-have Henry Petersen act in my place and 

LJead-getting Henry-Henry was working on his boat and came 
to his first meeting with the President with tennis shoes and a dirty 
-shirt, very embarrassed-going back to my Department--executing 
document by which I recnsed myself, and then going home. 
Senator GURNEY. Your logs show a number of phone calls and 

meetings during this period of time from the June 17 break-in until, 
well, through almost your resignation, phone calls with Colson, for 
example. Did those cover Watergate at all? · 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. I never recall ever talking about ,vatergate with 
Mr. Colson. 

Senator GURNEY. There are also a number of telephone conversa
tions with Mr. La.Rue. Did you ever discuss Watergate with him¥ 

Mr. KLEINDIENST. Never. 
Senator GURNEY. And also one or two with Haldeman. Did you 

discuss Watergate with him 1 
Mr. KLEINDIENST. Never. 
Senator GunNEY. There were a few phone calls with l\fr. Krogh. 

"What were thev the snbieet of? 
Mr. Ku:INDIENST. I think that was brought to mv attention bv l\fr. 

Haire of your committee yesterdav, +-hat' I had some conversations 
with Mr. Krol!'h on l\fondav the day before the general eleetion. I think 
you will also see on that dav there must have been 60 or 70 calls. and 
i: had meetings with l\fr. Colburn who was Direetor of the F.S. Mar
shal Service and Chief 1Vilson of the )fetropolitan District Poliee. 
Those conversations had to be with respect to prohlems inrnking 
demonstrators in antieipation of the election returns the next day. 

Senator GunNI<,Y. They had-- · 
·Mr. K1,1:1xornxsT. Mr:. Km.<?'h, on .. of his asshmments was to eoordi~ 

nnte on behalf of the 1Yhite Honse. District of C'olnmbia. and Depa1t
ment of .Tnstice in this situation: nothing with respect to this situation, 
Dr. Ellsberg. or anvthing else. I nHei· l1e11rd of the so-enlled Plum be~ 
until it became pnhliely ren,aled. 
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EXHIBIT No. 147 

· April 16, 1973 

John Ehrlichman 

We have no other information as of this time except 
the following items1 

1. That Ehrlichman in the period immediately following 
the breakin told John Dean to "deep six" certain information 
recovered by rean from Hunt's office. 

2. That P.hrlichman through Dean informed Liddy that 
Hunt should leave the country. HUnt corroborates this in that 
he testified before the qrand jury that Liddy told him that 
hls, Liddy.•s, principals, wanted Hunt out of the country. 
Runt states that as he was preparinq to leave, he was called 
a~aln by Liddy and informed by Liddy that Liddy's principals 
had countetrnanded the order. Hunt further states that not
withstanding he then departed for California. 

With renpect to Item One you will recall that I told you 
that ncan had on one o<-casion indicated to me that he had giveri 
certain non-Water~ate information recovered from Hunt's office 
to Pat Gray ~ersonally. Sometime during the middle of March, 
I had occa.9ion to consi,,der this matter and I asked Pat C'ray, 
Gray told me on that occasion that he had received no information 
from John J"ean other than that which was given to the agents. 

~oday I again raised the matter with Pat Gray and told him 
snecifi.cally what Dean had stated to the prosecutore who are 
oebriefing him. Gray emphatically denied that he had ever received 
a~ information from Hunt's office from John Dean. Gray states 
that all t.he information and records recovered from Hunt's office 
were received oy agents of the FBI in the normal course of 
business. 

Bob Haldeman 

With respect to Bob Haldeman's allegeo involvement in 
the water~ate nean states that in December of 71 or early parts 
of Januar:•z' 1972 there were a series of meetings, three in 
number, with John Mitchell which took place in Mitchell's office. 
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Present were Liddy, Magruder, Dean and MitchetC· At each of 
these meetin'ls the Liddy operation was discussed. 'l'he purpose 
beinq to obtain information about nemocratic presidential 
contenders. On the first two occasions Mitchell refused to 
authorize the budqet proposals. 'l'he first bcin,, $1. 000, ono 
and the second $500,000. On the third occasion Mitchell 
approved the reduced budget of $300,000. The operation was 
described as "gemstone.• Maqruder says the budget information 
was given to Strachan. Magruder also says that information 
'liven to Strachan was for delivery to Haldeman. Ma'}ruder is not 
in a position to say that Strachan actually delivered the 
information. 

Oean states that after the second llleetinq with ,Mitchell, 
Liddy and Magruder, he returned to the White House and relayed 
to Bob ·flaldeman the nature of the proposals bein<J discussed 
and stated that we ouqht not to have any part of them. Dean 
states Haldeman aqreed but apparently no one issued any 
instructions that this surveillance proqram was to be dis.• 
continued. 

Magruder further states that he caused to be delivered 
to Strachan for transmittal to Haldeman a summary of the 
intercepted conversation.· Again Magruder is not , in a position 
to say that Strachan actually delivered the information to 
Haldeman. Magruder does say that the nature of the information 
was such that it was clear that it emanated "from intercepted 
telephone conversations. 

Strachan 

Strachan appeared at the u. s. Attorney's office waa 
informed of his rights arid ml:ri:BBit was .questioned by the 
prosecutors confle rningfl the Haldeman al le<Jation. nespite 
considerable fencing Strachan refused to discuss the matter 
and he was excused by the prosecutors with instructions to 
obtain legal counsel and return this afternoon. 
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From April 1 to 7, I was in San Clemente with the President. 
Despite Mr. Dean's statement that during that period he, under advice 
of counsel, endeavored to avoid any contact with Haldeman, Ehrlich
man, or Mitchell-we talked on the phone daily. The main problem he. 
seemed to have during that period was the · continuing one with 
Mitchell regarding the discrepancy on the number of meetings. 

It is my understanding that Dean hired a lawyer, Mr. Shaffer, about 
March 30. He had indicated earlier that he might do this so he-and, 
through him, the President-could consult an attorney familiar with 
criminal law on the implications of some of the concerns Dean was 
developing. He told me that his lawyer hacl told him he should not 
write anvthing down about the ·w atergate case and, if he had written 
anything down, he should not show it to anyone and he should not talk 
to Mitchell or Magruder. He did not mention to me that his lawyer 
had told him not to talk to me or Ehrlichman and he did, in fact, con
tinue to talk-to me, at least. 

He told me his lawyers had met privately with the U.S. attorneys 
on April 4. He told me again on AJ?ril 7 that his lawyers had met with 
the U.S. attorneys on April 6. This despite the fact that in his testi
mony he has said that his lawyers were meeting with the prosecutors 
but this was unknown to Haldeman or Ehrlichman. -

He further said that the U.S. attorneys had told his lawvers--and 
he believed that this was the straight information because this was an 
eyebalUo-eyeball meeting-that the U.S. attorneys were only inter
ested in the pre-June 1'7 facts. They had no concern with post-June 17. 
They only wanted Dean as a witness. They did not consider him a 
target of their investigation. They did not consider Haldeman as a 
target and probably would not even call him as a witness. Liddy had 
told them.everythinO' but his lawyers didn't know it; and Liddy com
pletely cleared the "'bite House; that is, in telling them everything, 
Liddy had confirmed that nobody in the ·white House had had any 
involvement. 

·we returned to )Vashington on April 8. During that week Ehrlich
man continued his investigat.ion--and on Saturday the 14th reported 
his conclusions to the President in the form of a verbal statement of 
his theory of the case based on all of the information he had acquired-
still, of necessity, mostly by hearsay. 

There were several meetings with Dean that week and I recall a 
co~tinuing concern· on. Dean's part regarding the discrepancy with 
Mitchell and the planmng meetmgs. I don't recall any maJor changes 
in Dean's view of the facts from ,vhat he had reperted en the phene 
earlier. 

By the end of the week both Dean 1nnd Ehrlichman had come to the 
view that Mitchell had approved the w·atergate plan and there was 
some discussion that, if that were the fact, and if l\Iitchell decided 
to step forward and say so, it would be a major step in clearing np the 
"Watergate mystery. This was not discussed in any context of asking 
Mitchell te de this as a scr,prgoat ot· to diYert attention from others

t as a major step in bring-ing out the truth. 
Over the weekend, both Magruder and Dean met ,Yith the U.S. 
torneys in private sessions and gave their full accounts of the \Vater~ 
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gate. These meetings were reported to the President on Sunday the 
15th by Attorney General Kleindienst and A.ssistant Attorney General 
P tersen. Their report was not very surprising to the President, since 

onfinned, with minor variations , the theory that Ehdichma.n had 
en him on Saturday. 
ecause the · Dean and Magruder · testimony seriously im~licated 

John Mitchell, Kleindienst removed himself from responsibility on 
Watergate and the President put Petersen in full charge. 

By the end of April, it had become apparent to me that, because 
of the increasing intensity of charges and rumors in . which my name 
was raised and the need for me to appear before the grand jury and 
this couunittee 1 it was no longer possible for me. to perform my White 
House duties effectively. After some discussions regarding leave of 
absence versus resignation, I concluded I should resign and the Presi-
dent agreed. I resigned on April 30. ·· . 

I said then that I was confident that when the full truth was known .. 
it would be clear I had had no knowledge of or involvement in Water -· 

· gate or any "coverup" and I had not failed to meet the very high 
standards of integrity which President Nixon he.d properly expected of 
everyone on his ·w111te House staff and which I have always held for 
myself. 

·1 have that confidence in full measure today a.nd I welcome the op
portunity to help in the process of making the truth known. 

Senator ERVIN. I think it is appropriate not to take up the- exam
ination of .the witness until in the. morning. I do want to make some·· 
o~servations concerninK the-· matter which Fred Thompson men- , 
t1oned. ·· 

Unfortunately we did have on several occasions while Mr. Ehrlich
man was testifying . some demonstrations from some members of the . 
audience.I deplored those .demonstrations and may have been at fault- · 
in not squelching .them .more vigorously. 

I want to announce now that no such demonstrations will be per- " 
mitted in the future and if any person who engages in one can· be 
identified, the officers should eject him from the committee hearing 
room because I certainly agree with Fred Thompson who . has ren 
dered very valuable services to this committee that ,it would be highly · · 
desirable if we could do exactly the same he~ as is done in a. court
room and conduct an investigation in an atmosphere of judicial 
calm. 

I am going to say, however, that the questions put to Mr. Ehrlich
man were rather robust and the answers given by Mr. Ehrlichman in 
response to those questions sometimes were rather robust, too. I quote 
the King James version of the Bible and I think that the proverb 
says that "Merry hearts doeth good like a medicine," and sometimes 
I think a man personally has a constitutional right to laugh even in 
a solemn hearin~ room. But · I am going to suggest that possibly · 
Mr. Ehrlichman invited some of the demonstrations by certain testi
mony. 

For example, when I asked him if he didn't bug the conversations 
of Kalmbach and Kleindienst, I believe, he said, no, he didn't bug 
them. He didn't pug the conversations, he merely recorded them. 
And I think that that might have invited a little demonstrati<>n of 
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A No, not early in the investigation, Mr. Ben-Veni s te. 

Late in the investigation, post-conviction. rat Gray. infor r..c<l 
l 

me that they had a lead which came from a CIA Agent, a contrnc. ~t 

Agent or informant, I'm not su,re, but in any event, a person 

in a very sensitive spot; tha :t information that money was 

being funneled to the defendants through a kick-back arrange-
i 

ment and that money originated with the Cornraittee to Re-el~ct '. 
I 

the President -- in other words, it would be given to them anc1 
i 

they would take it and convert it and contribnte it to the ! 

10 , Cuban committee for the defense of the Florida five, or some- 1 

I 11 

12 . 

13 

14 

15 
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1'1 
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thing like that. 
I 

sensi- 1 

I 
He said the CIA was very concerned clbout the 

I 
I 

tivity of its source and •what should we do?". I wrote on 

the memorandum which he took back with him, "Investigate 
j 

I this and check it out.• 

I assume he did. I mentioned it to Mr. Ruckelshaus ' 

after Mr.Gray's resignation-. · 
I 

Q Are you aware of what the results of that investig;;; -j 

·tion were? 

A No, I was not, but about the time the 

! 

investigation I 
transferred, I would not necessarily be aware. 

Q ' When did you learn that the President had ordered 

Mr. Ehrlichman ' .to conduct an investigation of the cover-up? 

A April 15th or April 16th. The President told me. 

0 Did Mr. Nixon tell you any substantive matter that 

·nv 
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had resulted from Mr. Ehrlichman's investigation? 

A Ho. 

0 Specifically, did the President inform you that Mr. 

Ehrlichman had investigated-the payments, or the allegations 

concerning payment of money, .so-called hush money, to·the 

defendants? 

A Only in the context of John Dean's statement to him 

which he alluded to in his press conference last night. The ; 

President told me that repeatedly. It sornchow seemed to 

J;,other him that Dean had come to him and said this, and that 

the Pre·sident construed this as blackmail and he told Dean, 

"There's no problem raising a million dollars, but that's· 

blackmail and you can't do that." 

I 
i 
I 
I 
I 

I 
had i It was in that context. I just assurnsd that he 

gotten that from Ehrlichman as well as from Dean. 

0 Did Mr. Nixon indicate to you when he had first 

heard about this? 

A First heard about what? 

The questionof payments. 

l 

Q 

A From John Dean, sometime at or about March 21st, orl 

thereafter. 

Q 
I 

Did Mr. Hixon indicate whether this was a proposal,; 

or whether he had information that payments had been made? 

A 

posal. 

I don't think it's fair to say that it was a pro-

It t-ras an item of information that John Dean didn't 

10'1 
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know how to handle, -and he was getting rattled at that 1x).i.r1t, _ 

as the President related it, and · iilsisted on seeing Lhe Pi:e~i ·· 

dent. 

The President listened to this and gave him the 

rosponse I indicated. 

Q Well, let Irie try .to explain . what I'm interested in. 

As we know now, this is not a question concerning an initial 

payment to the defendants or their families. 

That's right. 

Q My question is really \o:hether the President had beci; 

advise:d at that time that payments had already been made, but , 

that now the demands were escalatEd. 

That was implicit in the conversation because one, 

f"i:- example, I commented that they were idiots, and why they 

did it, I'll never be able to figure out. They could have 

advertised in the New York Times, "We're collecting money to 

.defend the Watergate Seven", and he said yes. I said th;it 

that would have been perfectly legal, and he agreed. 

He was aware from some r;ourc;:e -- _of course \:e had 

indicated to him, I guess, in the course of our conversation 

on the 15th or thereabouts, that we thought that's what had 

occurred. So it is unclear where he got it from. 

Q Is it clear whether it was you who initiated this 

subject, or the President? 

A The President told me at the point of telling me 

DV 
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that business about Dean coming to him. nut in relation to 

his disappointment in D~ru:i_, and Dean's having kept hb posted 

on this, and this came at or about the March 21st thirg. 

I gathered from the President's conver~ation -- I 

hate to talk about the President when you're tal:d.ng about 

your own impressions of what he said or did. But I gathered 

this was the precipitating thing that brought John Denn into 

him. 

His orders to John Dean were to go up to c~mp Dc1.vid 

and write this whole thing out. He said, "Tell me Hhat it's 

all aJ?out", and this was his discc,mfort, about being informed 

of this, and not knowing it beforehand. 

I gathered it: was this fact, this demand, this 

million dollars, or whatever it was that was requested, that 

triggered Dean's concern. 

Q Did there come a time when you discussed with the 

President the subject of immunity for Mr. Dean? 

-A Yes. Those·'discussions began on April 15th. The 

President really didn't have any clear understanding o~ immun~ 
I 

! 
ity, so we had to tell him basically what the law was and how I 
the statute was written and in,whom the authority was vested,, 

and his cancer~ was, one -- I suppose it 

image. lle didn't want it to appear that 

in tht: White House were being immunized. 

was a concern for I 
high echelon officia~::; 

I 
i He was afraid that · 

I 
I would look like a cover-up, particularly if it was done by 

I 
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' other relatively high 1\dministration official5, and I indicat0U 

that I shared that concern-: I certld nly had no desire to 

inununize principal5. 

That was a factor that we \-:Ould have to take into 

consideration, but we might very well have to immunize J"ohn 

Dean, and if so, then I reserved the right to do it, and it 

was my responsibility and there was no way he could relieve 

me of it. 

· We discussed that back and forth for about two or 
I 

three days. We finally reached the agreement thattthose were I 
I 

' factors I should take into consideration, but the jucgr.icnt was/ 
u I 
12. 
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Excuse mo, Mr. Poter sen. lfl>at was his initial re- 1

1

· 

action to the question of immunity? 

mine. 

Q 

was falsely accuzini 

others to exculpate himself. That was one concern.· The other I 
A Well, he was concerned that Dean 

concern was the public imagery involved. 

Q The others were Mr. llaldeman and Mr. mirlichman? 

A That's right. 

Q And Mr. Hixon voiced his concern that Hr. Dean might 

be doing that, and in that context indicated that he did not 

want Dean immunized? 

A That's right. Well, that he did not want 0.?an ir:1111uni 

ized ~ it never got that strong because I put it to him r~t~~~ 

boldly. "There•;;y way•, said X, "that you c= tak: .;.:I 
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\IR::.; Jo t·r.TT SHousr., of \\'a shington, D.C., business and civic 
!PaJ ,:r , Washington, D.C . 

J o ;t x T . Co:,,.;Non, of ~torri stvwn, N.J., plr.siderlt and thief cxccu 4 

ti, ·e o fF.c~r, Allied Ch emical Corp ., New York, N'.Yi.; ar.d form er 
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~\[(TGH!:Lt. I. i~AF.-\RSKt, of B!ooinfirld Hills, !vlich., chairman of th e 
board, pcesident, and tre~surer, Aactron, Inc ., 11.fadison Heights, 
l\.lich. 

W1LL!E L . LEFTWICH, of Wa;hington , D.C., attorney , Hud;on and 
l.eftwi ch, Washington, D.C, 

The President also announced the designation of :i\fr. 
Quesada to serve as Chairman and Mr. Bruckmann to 
serve as Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Pcnmylvania Avenue Development Corporation. 

In addition to the eight member:; appointed by the 
President the Board of Directors also consists of the fol
lowing: Secretary of the Interior, Secretary of the Treas
ury, Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, Secre
tary of Transportation, Administrator of General Services, 
Commissioner of the District of Columbia, and the Chair
man of the District of Columbia Council. The eight mem
bers appointed by the President will serve terms of 6 yea~ 
once the initial staggered terms have expired. 

The Pennsylvania Avenue Development Corporation 
was established by the Pennsylvania Avenue Development 
Act of 1972 ( Public Law 92-5 78) to provide for the prep
aration and carrying out of a development plan for the 
area between the White House and the Gapitol. 

The ,i\7atergate Investigation 

- The President's Remarks Announcing Developments and 
Procedures To Be Followed in Connection with the 
Investigation. April 17, 1973 

Ladies and gentlemen: 
I have two announcements to make. Because of their 

technical nature, I shall read both of the announcements 
to the members of the press corps. 

The first announcement relates to the appearance of 
White House pecip!e before the Senate Select Committee, 
better known as the Ervin Committee. 

For several weeks, Senator Ervin and Sen.ltor Baker 
and their. counsel have been in contact with White House 
representatives John Ehrlichman and Leonard Garment. 
They haYe been talking about ground mles which would 
prcsen ·e the separation of powers without suppressing the 
facts. 

[ believe now an agreement has been reached which 
i, ~:.:ti, far:tory to both sidr$. The committee ground rules 

a:-; a<l,;ri:t:d, tot ally p:-c~erve the doctrine ,;f :-,:p;:.rarion of 
powers. They provide th ,tt the appearance by a witness 
may, in the. first instance, be in executive session, if 
appropriate. 

Sernnd, executive privilege is cxprcs ,ly reserved and 
m,,y be asserted during the course of the questioning as 
to any question. . 

Now, much has been made of the i:,sue as to whether 
the proceedings could be tdc\ ·ised. To me, this has never 
been a central. issue, especially if the separation of powers 
problem is otherwise solved, as I now think it is. 

All members of the White Home Staff will appear vol
untarily when requested by the committee. Tbcy will tes
tify under oath, and they will answer fully all proper 
questions. . 

I should point out that this arrangement is one that 
covers this hearing only in which \vTongdoi.ng has been 
charged. This kind of arrangement, of course, would not 
apply to other hearings. Each of them will be co:uidered 
on its merits. 

My second announcement concerns the \Vatergate case . 
directly. 

On March 21, as a result of serious charges which came 
to my attention, some of which were publicly reported, 
I be an intensive new inquiries into this who!e matter. 

ast Sunday afternoon, the Attorney General, Assistant 
Attorney General Peterson, and I met at length in the 
EOB to review the facts which had come to me in my 
investigation and also to review the progress of the Depart
ment of Justice investigation. · 

can report today that there have been major develop
ments in the case concerning which it would be improper 
to be more specific now, except to say that real progress 
has been made in finding the truth. 

If any person in the executi\'e branch or in the Govern
ment is indicted by the grand jury, my policy will be to im
mediately suspend him. If he is convicted, he will, of 
course, be automatically discharged. 

I have expressed to the appropriate authorities my ..,;ew 
that no individual holding, in the past or at present, a 
position of major importance in the Adminis~r:i.tion should 
be given immunity from prosecution .. 

The judicial process is moving ahead as it should, and 
I shail aid it in all appropriate ways and ha\·e so informed 
the appropriate authorities. . 

As I have said before and I have said throughout this 
entire matter, all Government employees and especially 
White House Staff employees are expected fully to co
operate in this matter. I condemn any attempcs to co\-er 
up in this case, no matter who is.involved. 

Thank you . 

:-,;oTE: The Prosid.,-:>t spoke, at 4 : 4'.? p .m. in the B,;efing R·.>Om al 
the White Hous<!. 

Volume 9-Numb'.!r 10 
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54. On April 15, 1973 the Watergate prosecutors interviewed John 

Dean. The prosecutors were informed that Gordon Liddy and E. Hovard 

Hunt had participated in the break-in at the office of Daniel Ellsberg's 

psychiatrist. Dean stated that not all the material fr011 Hunt's safe 

l_lad been turned over to FBI agents aftet the Watergate break-in, but 

that certain materials from the safe were personally handed by Dean to 

Gray. 
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Mr. DASH. Around December 22, 1972, in connection with hearings 
on Mr. Bittman's motion, I understand, concerning certain items that 
were taken out of )Ir. Hunt's safe, did )Ir. Dean tell you that he had 
given certain items from )Ir. Hunt's tiles to )Ir. Gray? 

Mr. PETERSEN. Yes, we had an all afternoon session which started 
around 2 or 2 :30 p.m. in which we were interviewing Mr. Dean, Mr. 
Fielding-Fred Fielding of the 'White House staff. and Bruce Kehrli 
with respect to their search of 11.Ir. Hunt's office immediately after it 
was ascertained that he had some part in the break-in. 

Mr. Bittman in his motion on behalf of l\f r. Hunt had alleged that 
there were two notebooks present among l\fr. Hunt's possessions that 
were not accounted for in the FBI inventory and we were trying to 
determine where they were, if they existed, did the FBI agents have 
them, did Dean, Fielding, Kehrli come across them, did they retain 
them or what have you, and we spent all afternoon interrogating those 
three people anticipating they would be called as defense witnesses 
on the motion to suppress. At approximately 6 :30 that evening my 
recollection is we were interrnpted ,vith news on the DeCarlo com
mutation. 

Mr. Dean pulled me aside and said the statement in there were tme, 
he had ,!riven everything to the FBL but some documents he had ,!riven 
to l\fr. Gray personally and I said, "'Vell, ,John, I just want to know 
o"ne thing, i).re they related to ,vatergate," and he said, "They are abso
lutely unrelated." I said, "'Yell, if you are asked that question, you 
are going to have to tell the truth." I remember his answer very vividly. 
"Henry, I will tell the truthi I am not going to lie for th~t damn 
Ehrlichman. I may lie for the President but I am not going to lie for 
him." I said, "l\fore than that, ,John, I am willing to take your word 
that they are not related to Watergate, but defense counsel is not going 
to be. Now if you are asked that onestion. those docnm1>11ts are goini 
to have to be produced and you had better talk to Pat Gray about it" 
and he said he would. We broke up on that note and we were going to 
get back to it, supposedly. 

I was off on a Christmas holidav. ,Yhen we came back, negotiations 
were undertaken with respect to the plea of ~nilty bv Htint and at 
the suggestion of the prosecutors I approved the acceptance of a plea 
to three counts. the conspiracy count. burglarv count. and eavesdrop
ping count, which as I recall would haw subiected them to about 25 
years, and the court went ns onr better and insisted they plead to 
everything, which they did. ,vith the acceptance of the plea the motion 
to suppl'('SS was not pressed and. of course, I guess I just no 1on,g-er 
had in the for€'front of my mind those documents or that f!Uestion 

r.
ith respect to those notebooks. · 
l\Ir. D~\SIT. Did there come a time when you followed tip and asked 

fr. Grav whether or not he <lid receiw certain documents out of 
fr. Hunt's safe from l\fr. Dean? 
l\fr. Pt:TERSEX. During the course of :Mr. Gray's confirmation hearing 

he had occasion to call ine nhout some 11oint and in the conrst• of that 
con,·<•rsation I had asked him wrv casnallv if he had ewr recein•d 
do<'mnents from .Tohn Dean from TTnnt·s safe or office which were not 
giwn to tlw agents and he sni<l. 110. The next occasion came on or 
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about April 15 when ,Tohn Dean was being debriefed hy the prosecutors 
and he rPlatcd this to him and SilbPrt asked me about it. and I said 
yes, and told him I had asked Pat Gray and Pat Gray suid no, and I 

. ,vent back to Pat Gray either on April 16 or 17 and asked him again~ 
told him ,vhat ,John l)pan liad said, and he said Henry, that is not so. 
About this time I was hadng some discussion with the President about 
it. I had imparted this information to him and he said ·well, I think 
Dean is telling the truth on this, you ought to ask Ehrliclunan._ When 
I left there I went over to Ehrlichmau·s office aucl he was not there 
and I frankly did not bother going back to him. "\Ve double-checked 
with Dean ·s counsel and they were sure of it and I went back to )fr. 
(Tray the follo,Ying week, aroun(l the 25th, 26th, and asked him again 
and this time he said yes, that he had recefred such documents, that 
they had implied that he ought to destroy them, that he had taken 
them home over the ,,·eekencl and brought them back and tore them up 

___ ....,..,cl threw them in the burn basket. I said--
Mr. D.\SII. Diel he tell you why he had destroyed them, whether he 

was acting under instructions? 
)Ir. PETEr:sEx. ,v ell, I asked him if he read them and he said no, and 

he said. well, they just Said thev WPl"e politically Sensitirn. . 
Mr. DAsH. Did you say he did not know the contents of the papers? 
Mr. PETF.RSEN. I asked him if he read them and he said he did not. 
)Ir. D.,sn. Where did you say that )Ir. Gray went before he burned 

them? 
)Ir. PETERSEX. He went to Connecticut. He was in tran•l status, as I 

recall his statement to me, and after he recefred the documents he was 
going up o,·er the weekeml or to make a speech and took the documents 
with him and told me he brought them back to the office and tore them 
up and pointed down to the basket beneath his desk and said I put 
them in there. 

l\f r. DASH. Without reading them? 
:Mr. P£TERSEN. That is right. 

" l\fr. D.\SII. On the 26th, which was quite some time beyond the 
period we haYe been talking about. Mr. Gray has testified that on that 
day, apparently that is the day he did admit to yon that he destroyed 
the documents, you said to him that you were scared and that you and 
he, )fr. Gray, were expendable and Mr. Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlich
man were not expendable. 

Did :vou say anything like that to him and, ifso, why? 
Mr. PETERSEX. I am not sure you ha,·e the time right. )fr. Dnsh. As 

I recall it, that was the night before :.\Ir. Gray resigned. It was the day 
on which this item that we are discussing was 1mhlicized and I 
received a call from the Pr0sident, ns did )fr. Kleindienst in the 
evening, and the President asked me wlwther or not I thought )fr. 
Gray ought to rPsign and I told him that I thong-ht :.\fr. Grav\; posi
tion was untenablP. And he said we will disc>uss it with the .\.ttorney 
GPneral. He. too. had talked to tlw Attonwv General and. of COll1"8C'. 

I did discuss it ,,:ith tlw s\ttorney Gt>m'ml tlnd pursu:rnt to tlH' Presi
dPnt's instructions we askt>d Pat Gnn· to nwet us and we did mPet in 
tlw hack oflicp of :.\[r. KlPindiPnst\., ofiicl' and we dis..·ussPd tlw situation 
and in my co111·ersations ,vith the President I expressed some sym
pathv for )fr. Gnw. who I think most highh· of. I ha,·e no IH'Sitancv: 
I lik~d the man wi·y rnnch. And I told tl;P PresidL·nt. ··)Ir. Pn,,;ide11t. 
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~4. 2 EARL SILBER'I' MEMORANDUM, APRIL 16, 1973, EXHIBIT 27, 

----::· UNITED STATES v. RUSSO 

1.JEPARTJ.f•':;·1~ c··,1~ 'trs· ... :r··:, 
,~, • • • "' I j,. • '- .... ,. 

TO . . nonor,.;blc nenry '.::~.. Petcrs£:n 
1H~sistant ltt.torne:y Gen~~ritl 
t:fopartu,~mt of Just.ice 

"':.u:m: April 16, 1973 

Earl .J.. Silbert 
Principal Assistant 

United States Atto:r:ne.y 

This is to inform you that en. Sw..d"Y·1- April . 15·,' 
19-~ I . ~. £ t' ~h ~ L d ~ ·-· ~ 

1.>r :r.eceiveu in e:rrr.a ion .... ,.al- al. a a~.e unspec1.x11::a.; 
Gordon r..iddy and Ec,ward Hunt bu;::-glarised the offices of 
a psychiatrist of i1a."1i.el Ellsberg to obtai.n: the p!.{ychia-. 
trist's :files relating to Ellsba.rg. Th.e source. o.f the 
infom.ation did not know whether the. files had. ~ny 
r.::.aterial i-:.'lfo.r-mation or .... ,hether. any· of th.e i~fornation: 
or even the fact: of t.~e hurgl~-ty h.~a been .co~u...."'lic:atc::'z 
to anycne associated with th~ p3:~s~cution. 
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that -:\Iitchell had met briefly "l"ith Ehrlichman but not with the Presi
dent. Ehrlichma,n saicl that-)Iitchell was not talking whirh certainly 
did not surprise me. And I certainly was not surprised that he would 
not talk 1vith Ehrlichrnan either. I then pulled the list I had prepared 
out of my pocket and told them that I had discussed e\·eryone·s prob
lem with my lawyers and my lawyers had had conversations with the 
prosecutors as well and I thought that the following persons would be 
indicted. I then read them the list. I told them that. mv attornev had 
learned from his discussions with the prosecutors that not only was 
Dean the target of the grand jury but Ehrlichma~ and Hal.deman 
were also very much targets of the grand jury. Ehrhchman said that 
he had just talked with Kleindienst a few days earlier about the grand 
jury and that he had no such report from Kleindienst. I said that my 
lawyer appears to lrnow more than the Attorney General does because 
I believe he is probably more ,informed in that he had had direct con
versations with the prosecutors. I did not tell them atthat point that 
I had had private meetings with the prosecutors or that I had told 
the prosecutors of the extent of involvement of Haldeman and Ehr
lichman. When this meeting ended I was quite confident that I had 
gotten the message through to Ehrlichman and Haldeman that they 
had a serious problem themselves and I had put them on final notice 
that I was not playing the coverup game any longer. 

It was late that night that I realized that indeed, my message had 
gotten through. About 1 o!clock on Saturday night or Sunday morn
ing, I received a call from Mr. Shaffer. He said that the rrosecutors 
had called him and that they were going to have to breach the agree
ment they had made regarding keeping all of my conversations witff 
them private; The prosecQ.tors had . reported to Mr. Shaffer that the 
Attorney General had called )fr. Petersen and them and wanted a :full 
report on everything that was going- on before the grand jury and 
where the grand jury was headed. The meeting with the Attorne-y 
General was to occur a:bout 2 :1..m., at the Attorney General's home. 
The prosecutors also reported that the reason thev felt they had to 
breach the agreement was because the Attorney General was being 
summoned to the President's office the next morning to discuss the 
entire matter. I told }fr. Shaffer that I had hoped to tell the Presi
dent personally that I had gone to the prosecutors se\·eral weeks afro 
hut that I had understood why this was occnrrin!!' and obviouslv there 
was nothing we could do about it. I told Shaffer that we cei·tainly 
have gotten the messa:ze through to EhrHchman and Haldeman that 

ev haYe prob. lems _n.ncl that the co. n•rnr mav hf'gin to.n::irawl at last. 
On Sunday, Apr1l fo, I went to )Ir. Shaffer's office for an a11-day 
eeting-. I learned during- the day that Ehrlichman had been tr;yjng 

to reach me during the better part of the dav but I decided not to 
retnrn his en ll. ,Vhen I retnrnf'd homf' fl hont i :~O, thP White Honse 
operator called me again and said that Ehrlichman had been trying to 
reach me. I then returned his call: He told me that he was !!Oin!! back 
to the offirr to do some work that night and \,ould lw in ahont ~ p.m. 
aml wonlcl like> to mret with me YPrv rn11ch. I told him I \Yo11ld meet 
"·ith him. · 

....... lili\. was <1nite a:ware of the rrason that Ehrlichm;rn wantPcl to nh'N 
"·ith me hecanse I was snre that he hncl learned from the Prf'sident 
what was going on :l's a result of the President's meeting with Klein-
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A 

like that. 

Q 

Yes, I had several. A courle, three -- something 

During the course of one or raore of them, did the 

President tell you that Gray clauned to have destroyed certai 

material coming from Howard Hunt's safe? 

A I don't recall that in a telephone conversation of 

April 15th. It may have been. There came a time when i~ my 

8 discussions with the President I eluded to that fact, you 

9 know, that I had a problem with Gray and I told him that I 

· 10 had inquired of Grey once, casually, to be sure and thet Gray 

11 had denied it. 

12 And my recollection is, "Well, you better ask him 

13 · again," or, "You better ask Ehrlichman about that." So my 

14 recollection is then I went to Gray and asked him and, again, 

1s he denied it, and then I told the President, but that was in 

16 the President's office and he said, "You ought to go see 

17 Ehrlichman about that." 

18 Well, I didn't want especially to talk to Ehrlich-

19 man. I thought · 1 1 d better ask him about this. And I went 

20 over to his office and when I went to his office they said 

21 he was with the President, whom I'd just left. So I never 

22 did go back, 

23 But I don't recall it in a telephone conversation. 

24 It may have been. 

15 

:JJJZA9mt ANN TIPTON 
.nus o ... oy eo"rt 
lleMlnr.cn, 1,1,ryfaod 20795 
(301) 946-1430 

Q Is it something that · you first related to the 
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President or did he first relate it to you, that there was 

some i'OSsibility that Gray 'had destroyed so:nething? 

A I can't answer that. I would guess that I related 

it to him, but --

Q You knew it much earlier than April? From Dean, 

I take it-? I'm sorry? 

A 

Q 

A 

No. No. 

You knew in December --

I knew in December that Dean -- that Ehrlichman 

and Dean had given Gray something. I didn't know that that 

was, in any way, related to the case. Indeed, I was assured 

by John Dean that it wasn't. 

And, secondly, I had told Dean on that occasion 

that he better discuss it with Gray, and I might be willing 

to take his word for it. It was going to come U? his sup-

16 pression hearing and then it would have to be r-rocbced. ;· But 

17 I never did discuss with Fat Gray until during the course of 

18 Pat Gray's confirmation hearings, and then I discussed with 

19 Gray, on the tele~hone -- asked Gray the question on the 

20 telephone and he said, "No." 

2q It did not come up again until Dean was being de-

22 briefed and I may very well have told the President about it. 

23 J I'm certain I did and there was discussion about it. And 
I 

24' that discussion went on right up until the evening before 

2S 

ELIIA9£TII ANN Tll'nlll I 
1!225 o,,.,, Court , 
~ossin;ron, Mar1i,n~ 20795 IJ 
(301) 946-44)6 I 

Gray's resignation. But I don't recall in the tele~hone 
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55. On April 15, 1973 at approximately 7:30 p.m., Ehrlichman requested 

a meeting with Dean. Dean's attorney discussed this request with Petersen 

who advised against such a meeting. Dean arranged to have the President 

told that Dean was acting out of loyalty to.the President and that Dean 

felt the meeting requested by Ehrlichman was inappropriate at this time. 

The President telephoned Petersen and spoke with him from 8:14 to 8:18 p.m. 

and from 8:25 to 8:26 p.m. Petersen told the President about Ehrlichman's 

request to meet with Dean. The President asked if Petersen would have any 

objection to the President's meeting with Dean. Petersen said he had no objec· 

tion. The President arranged to meet with Dean that evening. 

In response to the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording 

and other evidence of the President's telephone conversations with 

Petersen, the President has produced edited transcripts of the recordings. 

A summary of these transcripts has been prepared. 
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that :\litchell had met brieflv with Ehrlichman hut not with the Pi·csi
dent. Ehrlichman said that")Iitchell w11;; not tnlkin!! ,Yhid1 t:·rrtainl v 
did not surprise me. And I certainly was not surpri~ed that he woulcl 
not talk with Ehrlichman either. I then pnll etl the li.;;t I h~td prepared 
out of my pocket and told them that I hacl cli.;;cus.;;ed e\·e1·_yone·s prob
lem with my lawyers and my lawyers had lrnd conn•rsations ,vith the 
prosecutors as well and I thought that the following persons would be 
indicted. I then read them the list. I told them that my attorney had 
learned from his discussions with the prosecutors that not only -was 
Dean the target of the grand jury but Ehrlichman and Haldeman 
were also very much targets of the grand jury. Ehrlichman said that 
he had just talked with Kleindienst a few days earlier about the grand 
jury and that he had no such report from Kleindienst. I said that my 
lawyer appears to know more than the Attorney General does because 
I believe he is probably more ,informed in that he had had direct con
versations with the prosecutors. I did not tell them at that point that 
I had had private meetings with the prosecutors or that I had told 
the prosecutors of the extent of involvement of Haldeman and Ehr
lichman. When this meeting ended I was quite confident that I had 
gotten the message through to Ehrlichman and Haldeman that they 
had a serious problem themselves and I had put them on final notice 
that I was not playing the coverup game any longer. 

It was late that night that I realized that indeed, m-"; message had 
gotten through. About 1 o'clock on Saturdav night or Sunday morn
ing, I received a call from Mr. Shaffer. He ·said that the rJrosecutors 
had called him and that they were going to have to breach the agree
ment they had made regarding keeping all of my conversations with 
them private. The prosecutors had reported to l\Ir. Shaffer that the 
Attorney General had called l\fr. Petersen .and them and wanted a full 
report on eYerything that was going on before the grand jury and 
where the grand jury was headed. The meeting with the .Attorney 
General was to occur about 2 a.m., at the Attorney Generars home. 
The prosecutors also reported that the reason thev felt they had to 
breach the agreement was because the Attorney General was being 
summoned to the President's oflic.3 the next morning to discuss the 
entire matter. I told Mr. Shaffer that I had hoped to tell the Presi
dent personally that I had gone to the prosecutors se,·eral weeks ago 
but that I had understood why this was occurring and obviously there 
was nothing we could do about it. I told Shaffer that we certainly 
ham gotten the message through to Ehr1ichman and Haldeman that 
thev have problems nncl that the con>rnp mav lwgin to nnrnwl at last. 

n Sunday, April 15, I went to Mr. Shaffer's office for an all-day 
ting. I learned during the day that Ehrlichman had been trying 
each me during the better part of the dav but I decided not to 

return his r.nll. When T retnrnPd homR nhont 7 :~O. thP "\Vhite Honse 
operator called me again and said that Ehrlichman had been trying to 
reach me. I then returned his call. He told me thnt he was g-oin.!! back 
to the office to do some work that night nnd would he in about 8 p.m. 
and would like to meet with me verv much. I told him I w·otild meet 
with hi.m. ·· 

I was quite aware of the reason that Bhrlichman mmtecl to meet 
with me because I was sure that he hnd 1Parnecl from the President 
what was going on ns a result of the President's meeting with Klein-

(1023) 



,55.1 JOHN DEAN TESTIMONY, JUNE 25, 1973, 3 SSC 1014-15 

1015 

dienst and Petersen and the :fact that I had been to the prosecutors 
had obviously come out. As I have noted earlier, I had not at any time 
clisc~issed Presidential in vol-!'.:en_ien~ with the prosecutors ~o the di~
cuss1ons that Petersen and l\..lemdienst had with the President obvi
ously focused on the involvement of Haldeman, Ehrlichman, Dean, 
Mitchell, )Iagruder, Strachan, and others that I had discussed . .A:fter 
Ehrlichman's call, I called Mr. Shaffer and we discussed the wisdom 
of the meetings. I told him I did not want to meet with Ehrlichman 
and he agreed. Subsequently, I tried to reach Ehrlichman to turn the 
meeting off but I learned that he was already en route to the office. 

I called ·)Ir. Shaff er back -and told him that I thought I ought to· 
meet with the President and I should call Rosemary Woods and have 
her give a message to the President. He said that he saw no problem 
with my talking with the President to tell him why ·I had gone to 
the prosecutors. iJ attempted to reach Rosemary \V oods but she was out 
of the city. ·I then wrote out a message for the •President and phoned 
Mr. Higby and requested that Higby relate the matter to Haldeman, 
Ehrlichman, and on to the ·President. 'I have submitted a copy to the 
committee of the message I sent to the President at 8 :15 Sunday, 
April 15. 

[The document was marked exhibit No. 34-48.*] 
l\Ir. DE..\X. In short, I told the President that I hoped he did not in

terpret my going to the prosecutors as an act of disloyalty, that I did 
not wish to speak with Ehrlichman at this time, . that I would meet 
with him if he wished to discuss the matter with me, and that I 
thought that he should get his legal advice from Henry Petersen. 
·within 45 minutes of sending this message I had a eall from the 
,Vhite House operator informing me that. the President wished to 
meet with me at 9 o'clock. . · 

It was shortly a Her 9 when I arrived a.t. the President's EOB office. 
As I was driving into -the White House I wondered to myself if the 
meeting was a set-up. B.v a set-up I mean, was the President going to 
try to smoke out of me what Ehrlichman and Haldeman obviously had 
been trying to do and had not been able to do, would not be able to get 
o~t of me bec~use they k~ew very well that I would not play any games 
with the President. I decided I could not worry about thatand I had a 
duty to expla,in to the President why I was doing what I had done. 

l\faETING WITH THE PlrESIDENT-APRil.. 15 

The President was very cordial when we met. I was somewhat 
shaken when I went in to meet him because I knew I had taken it upon 
myself to end the covernp and what I had started ,ms g-oin~ to cause 
serious problems for the President. I shall attempt to recall the, high
li~hts of the conversation that transpired on the meeting which oc
curred about 9 o'clock on April 15. 

I told the President that I had gone to the prosecutors. And. that I 
did not bel,ieve that this was an act of disloyalty but, rather in the end 
it would be an act of loyalty. I told him I felt this matter had to end. 
I informed the President that I told the prosecutors of my own in
volvement and the -involvement of others. At one point in the conver
sation I recall the President asking me about Haldeman's knowledge 

• See p. 1313. 
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II ·ov 20 

Q Now, there came a time, on the 15th of April, when 

20 you met with the President, Is that correct? 
I 

21 i 
22 j 

23 Ii .) 
h 

A That is correct. 

I 
t 

Q And what led up to that meeting? 

A Well, there were, of course, a series of events, 

24 Ii starting with my volunteering myself to the original Watergat~ 

Prosecutors. It culminated when I had told Mr. Haldeman enc I 
Ii 

25 !i 
==--=--~-------------------------! NCYI'E: THIS PAGE CONTAINED THE ABOVE DELETION WHEN IT r!AS RECEIVJi:D BY THE 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY. 

(1025) 
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FEBRUARY 141 19741 WATERGATE GRAND JURY, 20-22 

'I I, :z .L 

1 II Erhlichman that I thou ght that they were tarzets of the Grand ; 
·1 

2 I Jury in the eyes of the prosecutors, and they had asked rr:e 
I 

3 why I thought that, and I did not reveal to them, at th<e.t 

4 time, I'd been to the prosecutors and been dealing with the:n 

5 for several weeks, trying to e:-cplain to the prosecutors what 

6

71 

had happened. 

Rather, I told them that my attorneys had told me 

this which, in fact, was true, and that this really got their 

atte~tion because Mr. Ehrlichman told me that he had talked 

to Kleindienst and he was unaware of any such pursuit by the 

u. s. Attorney's Office of the Grand Jury. 

So that was the 14th we had that conversation. It 

might have been the 15th. We\1, anyway, I'm giving you the 

events leading up to my arrival on the 15th. 

I had a call -- I'd been with my attorney all day, 

and~ had a call from Mr. Ehrlichman, apparently, several 

times in the latter part of the day. requesting that I return 

I 
I 

l 
i 
I ., 
! 
! 

8 

9 

IO 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

the call, and I didn't do it until I arrived home about 7:30. ! 
i 
I 

When I called him, he told me that -- and, of courset 
! 

I was aware from the preceding evening, what had gone on,-that[ 

! Mr. Glanzer had called my attorney to tell him that they were r 

22 going to have to report to ehe Attorney General that I had 

231 
24ll 

11 

25 1! man was rrobably awn.re 0f it by now, also. 
Ii 

been to visit them. 

that H.:-. Ehrlich- 1 Since I was well aware of the fact 
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And when I got Ehrlichman on the telephone about, 

: I ::· b:~:::: ::c:i:::: ::e s::f::e t::: :: ::tdh:n~:tc::::::d I 
4 -with me. if I would come by his office. I said, ''All right.'' 

5 I really said not much more, and then called my lawyer, Mr. 
I 

6 Shaffer, and told him that Ehrlichman wanted to meet with 

7 me. I told Mr. Shaffer I didn't want to meet with Ehrlichman 

8 but I thought, indeed, I should meet with the President and 

9 tell him what I had done. Mr. Shaffer agreed. 

10 I tried to reach Rosemary Woods, thinking that she 

11 would take the message directly to the President without 

12 having to go through Haldeman and Ehrlichman. She was at a 

13 . funeral out of the city. So I was left with no alternative 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

but to go through Mr. Haldeman and I called Mr. Higby. 

I gave him a message, which I wrote down right after 

I did it~ ana I think it's_a public document now. 

As a result of that call to Mr. Higby, in which I 

indicated he should inform Haldeman and Ehrlicbman and, I 

assumed, Mr. Haldeman would inform the President, my phone 

20 started ripging about thirty minutes later. And it was the 

21 

22 

23 

I 
241 
2s I 

White House operator indicating that the President wanted to 

meet with me about 9:00 o'clock. 

I told her I would be in as soon as I could get in, 

and I don't think I arrived quite at 9:00, but shortly there

after, and that's what prompted me --

(1027) 
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• 

3635 

man to cond1wt an im·estigntion. I nen~r asked him for the product. 
of Ehrlieliman·s im·estigation, nor do I know what it C'onsisted of. 

l\fr. TIIO:\ll'SOX. Did you e\·er discnss with the President the possi
.,._ .... ·._,ity of his talking to Lidd.v or Lidd,v's lawyer? 

1 Ir. PETERSEX. No, sir. During the course-I did suggest to the 
President that Im ought to hear ,John Dean himself, that he ought to 
hear from ,John Dt>an what ,John Dean: ,vas telling the prosecutors to 
aid the President i11 making up his mind with respect to his future 
course of conduct toward Haldeman and Ehrlichman. 

At my home later that Sunday ernnin:g, on April 15, Charlie Shaffer, 
:Mr. Dean·s lawyer, called and ·present were :\Ir. Silbert and :\fr. Glan
zer. stated that he-Der.n had had a call from :Mr. Ehrlichman who 
waiited to meet with Dean and requested our aa,·ice. ,ve told him not 
to meet with :\fr. Ehrfahman but that it would be perfectly agree
able to meet with the President. Thereafter he called back and said 
that :\fr. Dean had sent a message back to the 1\~ite House suggesting 
that he would be happy to meet with the President, and what have 
you. The President called me that eYening and said he had received 
that message and should he meet ,vith him and I said by all meftns. He 
called again to say that the meeting had been set i.1p. He called then · 
again around 9 :30 or 9 :4f>-I did not know that )Ir. Dean was still 
there-and said that he had receh·ed information that.Liddy was wait~ 
ing for some sort of signal from the ·wbite Honse, and the President, 
as to whether or not he should be cooperath·e or testify and the Presi
dent charged me with com·eving that information to Mr. Liddv. I got 
in touch with :\fr. Tom Ken·nellv. who is local counsel foi· :\fr.'Liddv. 
passed that message on to him:r was thereafter called around mid~ 
night b:; l\fr. Maroulis, who is principal counsel for )fr. Lidd,;· and 
imparted the same information. namely, that if }fr. Liddy was not 
cooperating out of any sense of misguided loyalty or loyalty tn the 

. administration, or what ham you, that he was misguided and the Pres
ident wanted him to cooperate. :\fr. !\foroulis thanked me for the 
information and that was it. ,ve haYe not heard from :\fr. Liddy. · 

Mr. THo:lIPSON. Did the President ever tell you anything else that 
was discussed in his.conversation with Dean on ·.A.priJ 15? 

._ __ ._. r. PETERSEN. No: I did not want.to hear it. 
r. THO:\IPSON. ,Vhy? . . 

Mr. PETERSEN. The reason I did not want to hear it was because we 
were in negotiation with Mr. Dean and that negotiation was predi
cated upon certain promises, that he would make certain disclosures 
to us in order for us to determine whether or not an immunity should 
be accorded him upon our representation that we w·ould not ·use that 
information directly or indirectly against him if no deal was struck. 
So I did not want to receh·e information that came from Mr. Dean 
from any other source in or<ler to . k-eep that situation, ,·ery difficult 
situation, as clean as .it could possibly be. The President otfei·ed to 
let me hear the tape and I did not want to he,tr it. 

:Mr. T11mrPsox. Up nntil April ;30, when Dean was discharged. had 
Dean told the prosecutors anything tlmt would in nny wa.,v implicate 
the President in ohstrnction of justice or anything- along those lines! 
Did he mention a September 15 c01n-N-sation. for example, or that he 
had pre\·ionsly told the Presich'nt of tht"'se matters and the Presid~nt 
had failed to act '? 
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Senator GrrnxEY. Did roH knmv at any time. Mr. Pctt~rscn, that Hal
dPman and Dean ,\'ere ti\-ing to g,'t the· CIA to stop tlw inn•:;tigation 
of the FBI as far as the )frxican monev was concerned'? 

Mr. PETERSEN. Onl,v to the extent of Pat Gray's com·ersation with 
me on or around ,Julv 5. 

Senator Gun::-EY. \Vhat did he tell von at that time? 
)Ir. PETERsEx. He didnit tell me hl~ had been contacted hv the ·white 

Honse. He told me he had lwen in contact with CIA and th:1t there was 
some, it was a very guarded conversation type of thin,!!. well. 1wed to 
know situation, and I simply, well, that may he, hut don·t accept that 
unless you accept it in writing, but I had no more information than 
that on that. 

Senator G1;nxEY. You didnit know anything about the ,,11ite House 
involwment? 

Mr. PETERSEx. No. 
Senator GURxEY. Just CIA? 
Mr. PETERSEX. That is right. 
Senator GL,tXEY. At any time during this whole sad affair. either 

last year or this year, until 'the events that transpired around April did 
anybody try to pressure you to stop or slow down or soft-pedal this 
investigation that you were in charge of? . · 

:Mr. PETERSEN. ·No, sir, the only thing that could possibly cast in 
that category would be the call from Ehrlichman with respect to Stans~ 
subpena and, you know, frankly, that didn't bother me too much. As I 
told Kleindienst, he just made a mistake. But no one else. There was 
some pressure to get the indictment out, get the indictment. they 
wanted it out by September 1. \Ve couldn't do that. I franklv promised 
them September 1, we couldn't do it until September 15. That didn't 
impair the investigation. ·we were ready to go to trial in November. 
but Judge Sirica had a bad back and continued the thing on his own 
motion. 

Senator GURNEY. Let me inquire about the contacts vou had with 
the President of the United States. The log here shows ·a great many 
phone.calls as well as some meetings. Of course, you hM•e cm·ered some 
of them. 

Mr. PETERSEN. Some of them, yes, sir. 
Senator GURNEY. 1Vhat about those four phone calls which the Pres

ident initiated to you after your afternoon meetin. g with him on 
April 5. ,vhat were those about? 

L . . 
. Mr. PETERSEN. The first was should I meet with .John Dean. Yes. 

""'-----·· ,.-The second was a meeting has been set up. The third was if Lidd,,- is 
not talking because of any sense of misguided loyalty to me, you had 
better disabuse him and I am issuing orders to you to that effect. The 
fourth one, I have had a meeting with Dean, he has given me basically 
what he has told you and I think it has •been helpful. 

Senator GURNEY. Without going over all of thesE>. because I know 
you have covered some of them, but I can:t identifv what vou hare 
and what you hann't. Generallv. what was the President calling- you 
about dnring this period of time?. ~ .. 

l\fr. PF.TE1:sr:x. Stntns rrports. irnnmnih'. tlw Elh::ht-rr!' thing-. 
Strachan's t0stirnonv. ,, ... r hnd Strnehan likP this and l\fog-rnder on rme 
side and Strarhan on thr other and Wl' finally decidrd to put thrm both 

NOTE: THE AFTERNOON MEE'I'ING BE'I'WEEN THE PRESIDENT AND HENRY PE'I'ERSEN 
REFERRED TO BY SENATOR GURNEY IN THE BRACKETED PORTION OF PAGE 
3648 ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE ON APRIL 15, 1973. . 
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I 

Message to the P 
8:15 

Sun April 15th 

To Higby from H-to P 
also inform E 

EXHIBIT N 0. 34-48 

(1) I hope you understand that my actions are motivated by total loyalty to 
you & the Presidency. If that is not clear now, I believe it will become clear. 

(2) E has requested to meet witll me tonite, but I believe it is inappropriate 
for me to meet with him at this time. 

{3) I am ready & willing to meet with you at any time to discuss the matter. 
(4) You should take your counsel from Henry Petersen who I assure you 

doesn't want the Presidency hurt. 
NoTE.-Thls Is printed from handwritten notes which were not legible enough for 

photographing. The original copy Is retained In committee files. 

(1313) 
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55. ~ HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIP'! OF APRIL 15, 1973 TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUMMARY OF EDITED WHITE HOUSE TRANSCRIPT 

APRIL 15, 1973 

On April 15, 1973, at some hour not stated in the transcript, 

Higby teleplioned Haldeman and gave him the following message from Dean 

for tf:ie. Pres;tdent: n(l) I hope you understand my actions are motivated 

totally out of loyalty •••• to you and the President •••• [a]nd if 

it's not clear now •• , , it will become clear." "(2) Ehrlichman 

re.quested to meet tonignt • , •• but I feel inappropriate at this 

t:une, ••• I am ready and willing to meet with you, meaning the 

Presi:dent,n Higby said, "at any time to discuss these matters." 

"(3) I think you, meaning the President," Higby said, "should take your 

counsel from Henry Petersen who I assure you does not want the Presidency 

hurt. tr 

Higby said Dean had called from his home, and would not speak 

directly to Haldeman. 

(1031) 



,. 
55. 6 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 

TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 151 19731 8:14-8:l~P.M. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

APRIL 15, 1973, 8:14 to 8:18 P.M. 

On April 15, 1973, the .President telephoned Assistant Attorney 

General Henry Petersen. Their conversation lasted from 8:14 to 8:18 p.m. 

The President asked Petersen if there was anything further he wanted to 

report before their 12:30 meeting the following day. Petersen replied 

that there was not really anything that added to what they had discussed 

earlier that day.{p.1) 

Petersen told the President that Dean's counsel told the prosecutors 

that he would not permit Dean to plead guilty to any charges unless some 

agreement could be worked out. Petersen explained to the President that 

without an agreement, Dean would go to trial and plead not guilty. Petersen 

stated that Dean's counsel took the position "that it would be a travesty 

-· 
to try Dean and not try Ehrl .ichman and Ha,ldeman. ~·- {pp. 1-2) 

The President asked Petersen whether that inhibited them from using 

the information supplied by Dean during his preliminary negotiations with 

the prosecutors. Petersen told the President that the information could 

not be used for any purpose unless Dean pleaded. (p. 2) 

Petersen told the President that Dean had received a telephone call 

from Ehrlichman requesting a meeting with Dean for eight o'clock that 

evening. Petersen said that they suggested to Dean that he not meet with 

Ehrlichman. Petersen .said that they had been advised by Dean's counsel 

that Dean was writing a note to the President advising him that what Dean 

was doing was in the President's interests and that would become apparent 

as the situation unfolded. (pp. 2-3) 
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TRANSCRIP'! OF APRIL 15. 1973 1 8:14-8 :18 P.M. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

Pete:.:sen told the President that he saw no objection to the Presiden ,t 's 

meeting with Dean. The President told Petersen that he was going to meet 

Dean because he was "not going to screw around with this thing." Petersen 

agreed with the President's suggestion that the President ask Dean to tell 

him the whole truth. (p. 3) 

Petersen advised the President that a signal from him might bring out 

the truth from Liddy , {p. 3) Petersen said that Liddy had indicated to 

Mitchell that he would do whatever he was told to do by Mitchell. Petersen 

suggested to the President that the prosecutors tell Liddy that they had 

discussed the situation with the President and he believed it was vitally 

important that Liddy tell all he knew. The President said, "I get it, Uh 

1-Jh. OK." {p. 4) 

- 2 -
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55. 7 BOUSE ,JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIPT OF APRIL 15, 1973, 8:25-8:26 P.M. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

APRIL 15, 1973, 8:25 p.m. to 8:26 p.m. 

On April 15, 1973 the President called Assistant Attorney General 

Henry Petersen and they spoke between 8:25 and 8:26 p.m. The President 

told Petersen that he was trying to reach Dean but had not been able to 

get him because Dean was in transit. The President said he would report 

to Petersen after he saw Dean. (p. 1) 

The President told Petersen that he di~ not know Liddy or have con

trol over him, but Petersen was to tell Liddy that the President wanted every

body involved to tell everything they knew. The President suggested that 

Petersen contact Liddy's lawyer that night, saying 11I don't want to stall 

around. 11 {p. 1) 

Petersen told the President that Liddy was taking orders from higher 

authority and "since you are the highest authority he will stand in line if we 

handle it discretly." (p. 2) The President said that Petersen was to tell 

everyone that he wished them to talk and to tell the truth; "You just say those 

are your orders. 11 (p. 2) 
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I TH C: \·Jt! tr L JIUU~E P11ESWUH WCI li\i(U f.lAUII :> Ui\lLI 
I '----..:.._' ~-- _c--------------1 - -- ---- --

l"l.Mi.. ,J.\ 'l. C!J:<.,,;AN . 

(
:"""::r:,.wr::::- .,..,..~.:] 

IJATF.. (:.1 •1 .• U•r. Y, . ) {'., I\ 
*~cvi ::c cl, 7 /26/73 ' ~_,..,~,r·:, .... :,.~;_:-.. , 

I
. 6 \J ..... _ .... .. ... . 1, j i 

1'llE l..'iflTE HOUSE : ;,--,,.,s:?~::::r I . 
1-' ·:;_,\;_S;_li,.;.T;_:,r_;_·;·,.;.ro_N_. '_._D_. c.--. ----,~ '.· ~a'. J I f t I_:!~ f __ 

_6.~J:I!,__!~ J~73 i/ 
'!J~.fE UA'( --v-

12 :09 a.r.i. su: :DAY 

TIME 
Pl! f):' ; f: 

t'- , J'bccJ 
lt , :--J.,,.·.,r1ve1I 

----r----· - · -·- ---
In 

12:09 

12:20 

12:33 

12:35 

1:01 

8:41 

9:45 

10:02 

10:13 

10:16 

10:35 

10:35? 

11:15' 

11:17 

11:17 

11:32 

11:33 

O,,t 

12:16 

12:32 

12:45 

1:04 

10:15 

10:17 

11:15 

11:32 

1.2:07 

I 

lo 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 

R 

R 

R 

p 

1.0 

; ~, ..,. : t ;! -- i' . 

J.~ ~::;;,~~~= .J ACTIVITY 

The President taU:cd with Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. 
Alc:xandcr H. Haig, Jr. 

The President talked ;; ith television writer and producer 
Paul W. Keyes. 

The President telephoned his Press - Secretary, Ronald L, 
Ziegler. 7ile call was not completed. 

The President talked with his Assistant, Henry A. ' Kissinger. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler·. 

The President was teleprumed l>y Attorney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst. The President's --Special Assistant,. Step~en B, 
Bull, took the call. 

The President had -breakfast. 

The President was telephoned by Mr. Kissinger. Mr. Bull took 
the . call. 

' 
The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President talked with Hr. Kissinger. 

The Preside~t went to the Oval Office. 

-The President met with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichr.:an. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First . Lady went to the Yellow Oval Roo~. 

.The President and the First Lady had coffee with: 
Rev. Ed,-:nrd V. Hill, pas tor of the Haunt Zion 

Missionary Bap ti -s -t Church, Les Angeles, Californii? 
'Hrs. Ed~:ard V. Hill 

The Presidential p.'.lrty 1.'ent to the East Room. 

The Pres i dent an d the First Lad y hosted a worship service 
conJuctcd by i: C!\". ,:r . Hill. The Roc hester H:i],.e Chorus o:: 
Rochester, 1-!i 1cn~sot.1 also p;1rtici};,: , tcJ in the sen•icc. For 
a list of r,u '-'s t:s , s ec APP1::;nrx "A." 

_ _ . ____ lL.._k_ (_(_l_<....,:(::.,;:. __ , '::.,;·· '·:...· ';_;....:<-__ ;::._;___:7'...:· '.:..7_-_;_?_._? ____ :'_:'._• ,_<-_L_~_t_'_,-'.C, !...:'..::"-e..:'~,....__'.._(..:,•::.,;'.,..~--'-· /_..., ,_,, ..:.,·_.,..,,,_.~~:--
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rr:cs1·· -;ir 111ciir,:-:o r::x/Jir:; o;;i1 ·r u1,;w, 
1. f \ .. ,. Tt1 .. tl r.n ,,, .I 1 .. , ·r, .ntl /1.,1; ... ,,,1 ... _____________________________ _ 

.. o,•.\ · 11~c.;·AN 

Tl! E \.:it (TE IIOUSE 
_1.0Sl{T:.'(:Tnv n I 

In 

12: 11 

12:11 

1:05 

· 1:05 

1:11 

1:12 

2:30? 

3:27 

.,:36 

3:/18 

. 3:50 

4:00 

5:17 

5:25 

5:25 

5:32 

,.D,fl:. 

Ost 

1:05 

2:22 

3:30 

3:44 

3:49 

5:15 

5:32 

11 

Pi!tJ;"\!l: 
.. ~--1'1.tcc,I 

P.·--,Jincive,J 

J.o I.I) 

p 

R 

R 

p 

p 

I 

l.J:'dl : P•~•J.,. u .. ,. Vt.) ., . 
_/2RILl5, .J9}.3 __ ;;_:~ 

n:.1E O,\"f (j 

1? · 11 " n ~r•·::),\"{ 

ACTIVITY 

The President and the First Lady, acconf)anied by Rev. l·:r. and 
Hr~. Hill, • .. ,cnt to the State Dining Roo::i. E~route, they 
participated in a photo opportunity at the foot of the 
Grand Staircase. 

lfnite l-!ouse photographer• in/out 

The President and the First Lady received their guests. 
Hembers oft.he press, in/out 
Wnite House photographer, in/out 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady participated in a photo 
opportunity with the Rochester Nale Chorus • 

. \'fnite House photographer, in/out 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President met with Nr. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Assistant, H. R. Haldet:'.an. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Kleindienst. 
The call was not completed. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President telephoned }lr. Rebozo. Tne call t."as not 
completed. 

The President met 1:ith: 
Attorney General Kleindienst 
Henry E. Petersen, Assistant Attorney General 

The President telephoned Hr. l::hrlichraan. The call was not 
completed. 

The Pr esident W-=nt to West E.,ecutive Avenue. 

The President anJ '.lr. Re bo zo motored fro::i the EOB to Pier On~· 
of the \.!ashi ;nr.rcn :~avy YJr<l.. Enrout ... ~, th~ Pre:.;id e,nt 
greeted ~cnbcrs of the crowd asse~blcJ at the n~rth pxLt 
of \·!est fxec,utiv,, Avenue. 

,. I 
i I 
I 

~ ----'--~.l.___...L.-...----------·- I 
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TUE HlIITE HOU.SE 
W:\Sl!TNC:TON, D.C. 

PifCJ~& 
TIME p,,aPb«J 

R-= Rt..:C'iveJ ,----,r-----f-- -
In Out Lo LD 

5:37 

7:24 

7:34 

7:43 -7:50 

8:14 

8:25 -9:17 

9:39 

10:16 

11:21 

11:45 

7:24 

7:42 

9:15 

8:18 p 

8:26 · p 

l('\ ., '> 
V •.I.." 

9:41 p 

11:15 

11:53 p 

PRES!DErlT 11:CHMD ll!XON'S DAILY DIARY 

DATE (M'> .• n,,. Yr.) \ -... _,/ 

APRIL 15, 1973 ·.~ .. 
TIMI! DAY -v-
5: 32 o.l!l. smmAY 

ACTIVITY 

The President and Hr. Rebozo were greeted by Lt. Cdr. 
Andrew J. Combe, Cap~~in of the Sequoia. 

The President went boating on the Sequoia. He was 
accompanied by: 

Mr. Rebozo 
Lt. Col. William L. Golden, Military Aide 
Maj. Gen. Walter R. Tkach, Personal Physician 
Maqolo Sanchez, valet 

The Seouoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President and Hr. Rebozo motored from the Washington Navy 
Yard to.West Executive Avenue. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with: 
pr. Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

TI1e President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

The President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

The President ~et with: 
Hr. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 
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56. On April 15, 1973 from 9:17 to 10:12 p.m., the President met 

with John Dean in the President's EOB office. Dean has testified that 

he reported to the President that he had been to the prosecutors; that 

the President asked him about Haldeman's knowledge of the Liddy plans; 

that the President stated he had been joking when be said it would be 

easy to raise $1 million to pay for maintaining the silence of the 

Watergate defendants; and that the President said in a nearly inaudible 

tone that he bad been foolish to discuss Hunt's clemency with Colson. 

Dean also has testified that he told the President he had not discussed 

with the prosecutors his conversations with the President and that the 

President told him that he could not tell the prosecutors about national 

security matters or about any of the conversations between the President 

and Dean. Dean has testified that the nature of the President's questions 

led him to think that the President was taping the conversation. The 

President's notes of this meeting indicate that the President asked 

Dean what he had told Kalmbach about the purpose of the money and that 

Dean said he had briefed Haldeman and Ehrlichman every inch .of the way. 

During this meeting the President telephoned Petersen from 9:39 to 9:41 

P••• and instructed Petersen to contact Liddy's attorney and tell him 

that the President wanted Liddy to tell everything he knows. 

The President has stated that the tape on the recorder for his 

EOB office ran out on the afternoon of April 15, 1973. In response to 

the Committee's subpoena for the tape recording and other evidence of his 
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telephone conversation with Petersen, the President has produced an 

edited transcript of that recording. A summary of that transcript 

has been prepared. 
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56.1 
I' I 

JOHN DEAN TESTIM:JNY, FEBRUARY 14. 1974. WATERGATE GRAND JURY, 22-24 
L.L. 

1 I 
2 

3 

·And when I got Ehrlicl:nnan on the telephone about> ,.. 

oh, quarter of eight, or so, he told me that he just happened 

to be going back into the office and he would enjoy chatting 

4 -with me. if I would come by his office. I said, "All right.'' 

5 I really said not much more, and then called my lawyer, Mr. · 

6 Shaffer, and told him that Ehrlictnnan wanted to meet with 

7 me. I told Mr. Shaffer I didn't want to meet with Ehrlicblna.n 

8 but I thought, indeed, I should meet with the President and 

9 tell him what I had done. Mr. Shaffer agreed. 

10 I tried to reach Rosemary Woods, thinking that she 

11 would take the message directly to the President without 

12 having to go through Haldeman and Ehrlichmen. She was at a 

13 funeral out of the ' city. So I was left with no alternative 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

but·to go through Mr. Haldeman . and I called Mr. Higby. 

I gave him a message, which I wrote down right after 

I did it, and I think it's a public document now. 

As a result of that call to Mr. Higby, in which I 

indicated he should inform Haldeman and Ehrlichman and, I 

assumed, Mr. Haldeman would inform the President, my phone 

started ri!lging about thirty minutes later. And it was the 

White Hous·e operator indicating that the President wanted to 

meet with me about 9:00 o'clock. 

I told her I would be in as soon as I could get in, 

and I don't think I arrived quite at 9:00, but shortly there

after, and that's what prompted me --

(1041) 



56. l JOHN DEAN TESTIWNY, FEBRUARY 141 19'141 WATERGATE GRAND JURY, 22-24 

! .., 23 
I 

2 

I 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Q 

15th? 

A 

What was the substance of the conversation on the 

Well, t:he meeting was much different from most 

meetings I have had with the President. I was uncomfortable 

very uncomfortable -- because I had taken it upon myself 

to go to the prosecutors, and thought I ought to tell him 

that. 

. So I initiated what I had done and why I had done 

it and then he began asking me a series of rather leading 

questions and I provided him the answers to the questions 

as we went along. 

One time, during the conversation, the question of 

Mr. Liddy coming forward came up and he interrupted our 

meeting to call Mr. Petersen ao.d tell him my suggestion, that 

he might personally meet with Mr. Maroulis and have Mr. Liddy 
' 

come forward. 

He asked me -- he talked about .immunity and I told 

him I had no deal for immunity with the prosecutors, and he 

told me, well, there was nothing he would do that would in

te .rfere with my discussions with t:he prosecutors. 

At one point in the meeting, he mentioned to me 

something I had forgotten about. It was the fact that we had 

23
1 discussed that there would be no problem to raise e million 

24
1 dollars t:o pay these people, the defendants, and he told me 

25
11 I should understand that he was only joking when he raised 
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56.1 JOHN DEAN TESTIMONY, FEBRUARY 141 1974, WATERGATE GRAND JURY, 22-24 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 ll 
12 ~ 
1311 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

221 

2~ 11 
j H 

II 

2411 

2511 

24 

that. 

He also asked me if I had conversations with the 

prosecutors about my conversations with him, and r' tole hi.!!1, 

no, I had not -- which I had not. And he told me I could 

not have such conversations with the prosecutors; that that 

was Executive Privilege or national security information. 

He -- at one point, he got up and went over to the 
! 

corner of his office and raised the question of his conversa- j 

tion with Mr. Colson regarding clemency for Hunt. He said to ( 
I 

me that he was foolish to talk to Mr. Colson, wasn't he, and i 
! 

I don't recall that I responded to his comment. l 
i 

It was a wide-rangtng meeting. He was ;searching fa~ 

a date, at one time in the meeting. He asked me if I remem- 1 

i 
bered when I'd given him my counsel on the Presidency speech. i 

I 
He said was that the 21st, and I said I wasn't certain of the i 

'date; which I wasn't, at that time. I said I would check, 
' ~ 
! 
i 
; 

try to figure it out. I just couldn't answer it specifically} 
t 

As I say* it was a very wide-ranging convers.;,tion. 

He was doing most of the questioning and trying to lead me 

along into the answers I presume he wanted. 

Q Now, on the 16th, you had conversations with the 

President, I believe, on two occasions? 

A That is correct. 

Q And this Grand Jury has also heard tape recordings 

of those conversations, so it isn't necessary to go into them. 
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56.2 JOHN DEAN TESTif.¥JNY1 JUNE 251 1973
1 

3 SSC 1015-17 

1015 

dienst and Petersen and the fact that I had been to the prosecutors 
had obviously come ou.t. As I have noted earlier, I had not at any time 
discussed Presidential involvement with the .prosecutors. so the dis
cussions that Petersen and Kleindienst had with the President obvi
ously focused on the involvement of Haldeman, Ehrlichman, Dean, 
Mitchell, Magruder, Strachan, and others that I had discussed. After 
Ehrlichman's call, I called Mr. Shaff er and we discussed the wisdom 
of the meetings. · I told him I did not want to meet with Ehrlichman 
and he agreed. Subsequently, I tried to reach Ehrlichman to turn the 
meeting off but I learned that he was already en route to the office. 

I called ·}Ir. Shaffer back and told him that I thought I ought to 
meet with the President and I should call Rosemary Woods and have 
her give a message to the President. He said that he saw no ,prdblem 
with my talking with the President to tell him why ·I had gone to 
the prosecutors. iJ attempted to reach Rosemary ,v oods hut she was out 
of the city. ,J then wrote out a message for the •President and phoned 
Mr. Higby and requested that Higby relate the matter to Haldeman, 
Ehrlichman, and on to the ·President. 'I have submitted a copy to the 
committee of the message I sent to the President at 8 :15 Sunday, 
April 15. 

[The document was marked exhibit No. 34--48. *] 
l\Ir. DEAN. In short, I told the President that I hoped he did not in

terpret my going to the prosecutors as an act of disloyalty, that I did 
not wish to speak with Ehrlichman at this time, that I would meet 
with him if he wished to discuss the matter with me, and that I 
thought that he should get his legal advice from Henry Petersen. 
·within 45 minutes of sending this message I had a call from the 
'White House operator informing me that the President wished to 
meet with me at 9 o'clock. 

It was shortly after 9 when I arrived at the President's EOB office. 
As I was driving into- the White House I wondered to myself if the 
meeting was a set-up. By a set~up I mean, was the President going to 
try to smoke out of me what Ehrlichman and Haldeman obviously had 
been trying to do and had not been able to do, would not be able to get 
out of me because they knew very well that I would not play any games 
with the President. I decided I could not worrv about that antl'I had a 
duty to expla,in to the President why I was doing what I had done. 

MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT-APRIL 15 

The President was very cordial when we met. I was somewhat 
shaken when I went in to meet him because I knew I had taken it upon 
myself to end the coverup and what I had started was going to cause 
serious problems for the President. I shall attempt to recall the high
lights of the conversation that transpired on the meeting which oc
curred about 9 o'clock on April 15. 

I told the President that I had gone to the prosecutors. And, that I 
did not bel,ieve that this was an act of disloyalty bnt, rather in' the end 
it would be an act of loyalty. I told him I felt this matter had to end. 
I informed the President that I told the prosecutors of my own in
volvement and the ,involvement of others. At one point in the conver
sation I recall the President asking me about Haldeman's knowledge 

•see p. 1313. 
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56.2 JOHN DEAN TESTIMJNY1 JUNE 251 19731 3 SSC 1015-17 

1016 

of the Liddy plans. He asked me if I had told him earlier about the 
fact that I had met with Haldeman after the second meeting in :Mitch
ell's office and told Haldeman what was going on and my reaction 
to what was going on. I told the President that I had reported this 
fact to him earlier. The President then made some reference to Henry 
Pe~ersen asking about why Haldeman had not turned it off at that 
pomt and told me to testify that I had told Haldeman about the meet
ing in Mitchell's office. The President almost from the outset began 
asking me a number of leading questions, which was somewhat unlike 
his normal conversational relationships I had had with him, which 
made me think that the conversation was being taped and that a record 
was being made to protect himself. Although I became aware of. this 
because of the nature of the conversation, I decided that I did not know 
it for a fact and that I had to believe that the President would not tape 
such a conversation. 

Some question came up, by the President, as to whether I had im
munity. As best as I can recall, I told him my lawyers had discussed 
this with the prosecutors but certainly I had no deal with the Govern
ment. He told me that he did not want to do anything to hurt my 
negotiations with the Government. I do not recall his comment on his 
comment regarding that. I also recall that the eonversation turned to 
the matter of Liddy not talking. He said something about Liddy was 
waiting for a signal and I told him that possibly he was waiting for a 
signal from the President. 

I discusseq with him the fact that maybe if Liddy's lawyer met 
with him that Liddy would begin to open up because I said that I 
thought that that would be verv helpful if Liddy did talk. It was 
during this -part 0£ the conversation that the President picked up the 
telephone and called Henry Petersen and pretended with Petersen 
that I was 'not in the room but that the matter of Liddy's coming for
ward and talking had arisen during our conversation. The President 
relayed to ·Petersen that if Liddy's lawyer wanted to see him to get 
a signal that the President was willing to do this. 

The President also asked me about Petersen and I told him if any- -
one could give him good advice Henry Petersen could. The President 
also asked me i£ I remembered what day it was in March that I had 
reported to him on some of the details of the 'Watergate matter. He 
said that he thought it was the 21st but was not certain. I said that 
I could not recall for certain without checking. 

At another point in the conversation the matter of the de~e of 
discussions that I had had with the prosecutors came up and I in
formed the· 'President that I had had no discussions · with the prose
cutors relating to conversations I had had with him or in anything 
in the area· of national security. The President told me that I could 
not talk about national securitv areas and that I should not talk about 
conversations I had had with him because they were 'privileged 
con Yersations. 

Toward the end of the conversation the President recalled the fact 
that at one point we had discussed the difficulty in raising money and 
that he had said that $1 million· was nothing to raise to pay to main
tain the silence of the defendants. He said that he had, of course, only 
been joking- when he made that comment. As the conversation went 
on, and it is impossible for me to recall anything other than the high 
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56.2 JOHN DEAN TESTil40NY, JUNE 25, 19?3, 3 SSC 1015-1? 

1017 

points of it, I became more convinced that the President was seeking 
to elicit testimony from me and put his pers.pectiw on the record and 
get me to agree to it. 

The most interesting thing that happened during the conversation 
was, very near the end, he got up out of his chair, ,vent behind his 
chair to the corner of the Executive Office Building- office and in a 
nearly inaudible tone said to me he was probably foolish to have dis
cussed Hunt's clemency with Colson. I do not recall that I responded. 
The conversation ended shortly thereafter. 

As I was on my way out of the office after exchanging parting 
pleasantries, I told the President that I hoped that my going to the 
prosecutors and telling the truth would not result in the impeach-·. 
ment of the President. He jokingly said, '"I certainly hope so also," 
and he said that it would be handled properly. 

J\IEEnxa ,vrTH THE PREsrnExT-APRIL rn 
I received word on J\fonday morning, April 16, that the 'President 

had requested I come to the oval office. I arrived at his office about 
9 :45, and rather than going to the reception entrance normally used by 
other members of the staff and myself, I went into Mr. Steve Bull's 
office. Mr. Bull is the one who had informed me that the President 
wanted to see me, so I went to his office. 

M:r. Bull told me I would have to wait a few minutes because the 
President was in another meeting. A few minutes later Haldeman and 
Ehrlichman emerged laughing from the President's office and when 
they saw me in :Mr. Bull's office their faces dropped. I said hello, they 
put on a serious-they said hello, put on a serious look and departed. 
I went into the President's office. 

The President to'Icl me that he had been thinking about this entire 
matter and thought it might be a good idea if he had in his drawer a 
letter from me requesting that he accept my resignation or in the alter
native an indefinite leave of absence. He said that he had prepared two 
letters for my signature and .he would not do anything with them at 
this time but thought it would be good if he had them. He then passed 
me a manila file folder with two letters in them. The President said 
that he had prepared the letters himself and that no one would know 
I had signed them . I read the letters and was amazed at what I was 
being asked to sign. I have submitted to the committee copies of the 
letters, but since they are very brief, I will read them. 

f The letters were marked exhibit No. 34-49. *] 
Mr. DEAN. The first letter, elated April 16, 1973, read: 
Dear ,:.\Ir. President, in view of my increasing involvement in the iVatergate 

matter, my impending appearance before the grand jury and the pmbability of 
its action, I request an immediate and indefinite leave of absence from my posi
tion on your staff. 

The second letter, which was e,·en more incriminating, read: 
Dear :\Ir. President, as a result of my involvement in the iVatergate matter, 

which we discussed last night and today, I tender you my resignation. effective 
at once. · 

•see p. 1314. 
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56.4 PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 15, 1973, EX'lIBIT 20, 
IN RE GRAND JURY MISC. 47-73 

- --- ---------------------------- -- ----
l H c , ·1•11TE MOUSE PHESIOENT f<ICHf,flD NIXOrl 'S VAILY DI/\HY 

TIME 

- - ·--
lo 

12:09 

12:20 

12:33 

12:35 

1:01 

8:41 

9:45 

10:02 

10:13 

10:16 

10:35 

10 :35? 

11:15 

11:17 

11:17 

11:32 

11:33 

Out 

12:16 

12:32 

12:45 

1:04 

10 :15 

10:17 

11:15 

11:32 

12:07 

35- 904 0 - 7{: - pt, 2 - 33 

Pl!<)NE 
P=PLw:J 

R~-"-HcccivcJ 

lo 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 

R 

R 

R 

p 

DATE ( /.!o ., lhy, Yr , ) {\, I\ 

APRIL 15 1973 './ 
TIME _ _ _ JoAY -·-·-·v----

_ 12: 09_ a. m. SUKD/\Y ____ _ 

ACTIVITY 

The Pr esident talk ed with Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 

The President talked with television writer and producer 
Paul W. Keyes. 

The President telephoned his Press Secretary, Ronald L;
Ziegler. The call was not completed. 

The President talked with his Assistant, Henry A. Kissinger •. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst . The President's Special Assistant, Step~en 
Bull, took the call. 

The President had breakfast. 

B. 

The President was telephoned by Mr. Kissinger. }!r. Bull took 
the call. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President talked with Hr. Kissinger. 

The President went to the Oval Off ice. 

The President met with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence . 

The President and the First Lady went to the Yellow Oval Room. 

The President and the First Lady had coffee wi .th: 
Rev. EdI:ard V. Hill, pastor of the Mount .Zion 

Missionary Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California 
Hrs . Edward V. Hill 

The Presidential party went to the East Room. 

The President an d th e Fir s t Lady hosted a worship service 
con ducted by Rev. Hr. Hill. The Rochester Mnle Chorus of 
Rochester, Hinne s ot a al s o participated in the service. For 
a list of guests, se e APPEXDIX "A." 

(1049) 
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,. PHES~r-rir RICHl,r:D NIXOtl'S DAILY DIAP.Y 
l----------------1_s,_,_T_"_"_1 _r._«~ .. ~-·l_f,_,,_1_·,._,._1 _1._"_••-it1_1 ____ -:-:-------------1 

... UI\Y ll~GAN l>A·r,~ (Mo .• o,,. Yr.) 

THE \-!HITE HOUSE 
~HH'GJ'D'' n r 

TIME 

In 

12:11 

12:11 

1:05 

1:05 

1:11 

1:12 

2:30? 

3:27 

3:36 

3:48 

. 3:50 

4:00 

5:17 

5:25 

5:25 

5:32 

Out 

1:05 

2:22 

3:30 

3:44 

3:49 

5:15 

5:32 

l'IIONE 
1'-=1-'l.lccJ 

R-. l<C't eivtJ 

J.n I.I) 

p 

R 

R 

p 

p 

.. 
... \ ~ ,1 

_/,.PRIL_l5_.J9_13 ,,.., -
TIME DAY - -u --

1? • 11 " ,;, Sll';T'l,\'f 

ACTIVITY 

The President and the First Lady, .accompanied by Rev. Hr. and 
Hrs. Hill, went to the State Dining Room. Er.route, they 
participated in a photo opportunity at the foot of the 
Grand Staircase. 

White r!ou;e photographer, in/ out 

The President and the First Lady received their 2uests. 
Members of t_he p:t°ess, in/out -· 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady participated in a photo 
opportunity with the Rochester Male Chorus • 

. ~ite House photographer, in/out 

The President went to his office in the EOB, 

The President met with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The Pre;sident met wii:h 'Hr. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Assistant, H. R. Haldeman. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Kleindienst. 
The call was not completed. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President telephoned Nr. Rebozo. The call was not 
completed. 

The President met with: 
Attorney General Kleindienst 
Henry E. Petersen, Assistant Attorney General 

The President telephoned Hr. Ehrlichman. The call was not 
completed. 

The President went to West Executive Avenue. 

The President and Hr. Rebozo motored fror.i the EOB to Pier On<! 
of the Wasli'inr,tcn Navy Yard. Enroutc, the Preside-nt 
greeted menbers of the crowd assel)lblcd at the north e-xi.t 
of West Executive Avenue. 

The Prcs,ident ~nd Hr. Rebozo boarded the Sequl"i~,! .. 
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THE l!1IITE HOU.SE 
~JASI!TNCTON, D.C. 

TJME 
PHO~I~ 

P·-sPLHeJ 
R=Rt'c(.'iveJ -----~---- ----------

In Ou, Lo lD 

PRES!DErlT r?:CHAfW f1IX0i1'S D/\lLY DIARY 

ACTIV!TY 

D/1:rE (M'> .• f),17. Yr.) \ ·\ .. ---.. . 

APRIL lSJ 1973 \,!~ ru.~--o~-v-
s :32 P .1:i. SlI'-illAY 

1------j----+--1--+----------------------------,------

5:37 

7:24 

· · 7:34 

7:43 

7:50 

8:14 

8:25 

9 :17. 

9:39 

10:16 

11:21 

11:45 

7:24 

7:42 

9:15 

8:18 

8:26 

l" . , " V •..L"-

9:41 

11 :15 

11:53 

p 

p 

p 

p 

The President and l-!r. Rebozo were greeted by Lt. Cdr. 
Andrew J. Combe, Captain of the Sequoia. 

The President went boating on the Sequoia. He was 
accompanied by: 

Mr. F.ebozo 
Lt. Col. William L. Golden, Hilitary Aide 
Maj. Gen. Walter R. Tkach, Personal Physician 
Manolo Sanchez, valet 

The Seouoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Yard. 

The President and Mr. Rebozo motored from the Washington Navy 
Yard to West Executive Avenue. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with: 
Mr. Ehrlichman 
Hr. Haldeman 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

The President mat ,..-ith his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President talked with Mr. Petersen. 

The President met with: 
},r. Haldeman 
Hr. Ehrlichman 

Tne President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

c:,.1 J r·r, I -rn 
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A~;i·il 16, 1973 

MEMORANDUM OF JOHN DEAN'S ME'E'!INGS WITH THE PRESIDEN'r1 APRIL 15, 1973 

(.. .. 

<)«:-
~·\,, l ·' .·,,,...;,1,·,c,i c; , ; 1,-.!d De,1n ,,ncl t0l<i hiin to go \-.0 

C .-. ,:-) ::)~iYic1. I .: "<re: t t)·,at ;-,;·;·cri10011 he caikd Dean 

(;\~.:,,-;,::;, ~rn: AJ'kr it hecarnc obvious Dean would 
wi·i'.,~ :, ,) ,·c p.o . .:t, the President directed Ehrlicl~n,,~n 
iJ) ::. i:, \·\·:· .-. ; i :;;.1. 1. e. 

·() ,: 1\ i-;4' .. i i 14 J·_:; ! ·i.· Li c h1J1an 1·e ~)O rted t10 s s i l) le ~Iii t.che 11, 
~\~·_;;1.D~·l:t;i..:!1· 2..n,.i J)t. ~:ii1 involve r; ji:-! nt. '.f1'1e l"")resicJent 
c;dl,.,d Klci1 it1i.cnst, who .followed up. (U;) until now 
t1~,; -~" ·r ... ·~ ::,id (:·. ,1 t -}j <!.'1 a :3 s rn11t:d De an v.1as getti 11 g 1n uc;-h 
of ;,i "· ! ,·,!",:, ,, 1·,;;,, ,ic)n frorn the Justice DC!partincnt.) 
}( 1 ..:_~~-~'}!'~ ~ i...' ; ·4 ::; t ,.~( 1·,d I~(~tf~ 1: sen f o.cused in on possible 
inv -olvt:: ·1-,,-:11t of ;-I a 1dc; "l•t~.n, 1--:hT·lich111ai"l ond Strachan. 

· .. ·,.,_ 

On .;c\p:ril _ 15 1.-';:·t ,:~i.4s,~n sul)1 i1it~ ed a 1rt•.::-:-. . ~ - ... ~~hJ.·1fch·
rr~a.n, J-Ialde1:c.an .an d St:1-;:.:..c}12:n. rr.J1ey also. fou .nd out 
a: ) out Gray's u~struction of. docun :,ents.) 

De;:..n along with almost everybody else was called 
in foat day. The President told Dean that he niust 
go before tl1e grand jury \i·/1thout i111111lliiity. 

1~1-~,.! l:>-.. .. csicJl::r.;f- ·asks Dean to ·rcsig .n. I-Iad t\VO 
o:·;.;.:ft.s :He pa r,~d for Dean's signature. Dean 

{l:,etersen as>.od the Pre!;ident to hold off on firing 
Dean until they could get hirn before the grand jury. 

On A?ril.17 the President 1·eleased his staternent 
£,.ying that no White House staffc-..-s would receive 
~:rf~r.nu11i ty. 

On _ A:.,:ril 19 De2.11 said he would not be a scapegoat. 

On April 27 Petersen told the President there is no 
\;.Se to.ying to get D,:>an to go before . the g :·;rnd j111·y, · 
n-...:-~t he was dern~ndin!'; in,rrmnity. 

On .\?ril 30 the l=' . .-~,sicient rnadc 11is sp,;ech concerning 
;~; .. :<"i.i!~-~-~~n rs c7~.-.. G }:;1riich111z111 1 s r~ .signa .Lions ancl De::a111 s 

,,,.., 
/ .·_h <:5~-

-S-
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56.5 FRED THOMPSON AFFIDAVIT, SSC EXHIBIT NO. 70A, 4 SSC 1794-95 

i -

17!)4 

EXHIBIT ~o. 70:\ 

L~ THE U~ITED ST~T.C:S DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

SENATE SE~:SC".i.' COW, . .V..ITTEE ON PRESIDE!'< .TIAL 
CA~t.PA.IG:-. ACT!V':i:TIES. ET. AL: 

Plaintiffa 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) Civil 
) Action 
) . No._ 
) 

~~HA.RD 11,L. NIXO!'\. ) 
INDIVIDuALLY A."\"D AS PRES!:>E:XT OF TF.E u"°?',"ITED STATES} 

THE WHITE EOUS:E: 
W ASKraGTO~. D. C. 

Defenda.nt 

AFFIDA".!.""IT OF FRED D. THO~~PSQ:-{ 

) 
) 
) 
} 
} 
) 

1. Ea::-ly in June, 19i3. the White Ho\lSe tra.:1.smitted 

to fae Select Cor.-.inittee a. memo:-a.:ieum (whicb. is atta.ched to t.'u.s 

affidavit) listi:1 6 ·ce:-ta.i.:I oral co::-..r:iu:iica.tio:1s 0 both !a.ce-to-!a.ce a.nd 

telephonic, between President Rich.a.rd :?1.L. Nixon and John Wesley Dea.n III. 

This memorlli.ndwn, int-;r a.lla. ;- includes - the -exact times and durations of 

these conununica.tio::is, and, in the case of fa.ce-to-!a.ce corr.rnunica.tions. 

th,e other pa .rtici;,a.nts. i! :i.ny, in those conversations. 
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1795 

Z. Shortly thereafter, I ·received a. telephone ,:;.ll 

from J. Fred Buzhardt, _:ipc~i~l Cc.u.."\sel to th.e Presicie~t. Ouri:-.i; 

this te!e?hone call, Mr. Bu:::ha.rdt rel.t.ted to me hi11 understanding 

&11 to t:.e s~bsta.nce 0£ certain portions- o! the enumer.i.ted conve:s _a.ti~:-is 

b«itween tr..e ?resident and Mr. Dea.:1. 

3. During my discussior. with Mr. Buzhardt, I 

ma.de c:etailed notes . on the · in!or:n;;.tion that he · gave me. Upon 

conclusion of the conversatio:1, I promptly prepared a. "Merno:.a.ndum 

of 51.bs:.i.nce oi Dean's Calls and ~~eeting with the President ... a. 

. copy o! '-'11.ic; is attached to t~is a.:::.da.vit. It is my belief tha:t this 

· me:nora.:cu..-:. · accurately =e;1ec::1 the ·tnf:>r:nation imparted to me t.y 

" i ~"-" 1.L---
rred D. 'I'homps'or. f 
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56. 6 HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED 
TRANSCRIP.f OF APRIL 15

1 
1973

1 
9:39-9:41 P.M. TELEPHONE CONVERSATION' 

APPENDIX 28 

SUMMARY OF WHITE HOUSE EDITED TRANSCRIPT 

April 15, 1973, 9:39 p.m. to 9:41 p.m. 

On April 15, 1973 the President, while conferring with John Dean, 

telephoned Assistant Attorney General Henry Petersen. Their conversation 

lasted from 9:39 to 9:41 p.m. The President said that Dean thought it 

was important that Liddy's attorney, Maroulis, be told that the President 

wanted Liddy to tell everything he knew. The President told Petersen, 

II if necessary, you haul him [Maroulis] in here and I will tell him." 

The President told Petersen to tell Maroulis that "I have called you directly 

tonight and that you have it direct from the President if he needs if from me, 

I will tell him." (p. 1) 

The President asked Petersen about Dean's belief that Maroulis would 

accept the message from Petersen. Petersen replied that because Maroulis and 

Liddy were close friends, he thought the message would get to Liddy. The Presi

dent reiterated that Petersen should first talk to Maroulis, and if necessary, 

Petersen should accompany him to see the President. The President continued by 

stating, "I don't want any things where he comes in and makes any motions --· you 

see what I mean?" The President said that the matter should be handled at 

Petersen's level, "rather than having me bring some attorney in and give him an 

order." The President summarized his position by directing Petersen to "do it 

at my direction. I think that will do the trick. If it doesn't I wiJl see him 

myself." (pp. 1-2) 
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56.7 HENRY PETERSEN TESTIMONY, AUGUST 7, 1973, 9 SSC 3648 

3648 

Senator GURNEY. Did you know at any time, )fr. Petersen, that Hal
deman and Dean were trying to get. the CIA to stop the im·estigation 
of the FBI as far as the :Mexican money was concerned? 

Mr. PETERSEN. Only to the extent of Pat Gray's com·ersation with 
me on or around Julv 5. 

Senator GURNEY. 1Vhat did he tell you at that time? 
l\fr. PETERSEN. He didn't tell me he had been contacted bv the ·white 

Honse. He told me he had been in contact with CIA and that there was 
some, it was a very guarded conversation type of thing, well, need to 
know situation, and I simply, well, that may be, but don't accept that 
unless you accept it in writing, but I had no more information than 
that on that. 

Senator GURNEY. You didn't know anything about the 1Yhite House 
involvement? 

:Mr. PETERSEN. No. 
Senator GURNEY. Just CIA 1 
l\fr. PETERSEN. That is right. 
Senator GURNEY. At any time during this whole sad affair, either 

last year or this year, until the events that transpired around April did 
anybody try to pressure you to stop or slow down or soft-pedal this 
investigation that you were in charge of? 

Mr. PETERSEN. No, sir, the only thing that could possibly cast in 
that category would be the call from Ehrlichman with respect to Stans' 
subpena and, you know, frankly, that didn't bother me too much. As I 
told Kleindienst, l1e just made a mistake. But no one else. There was 
some pressure to ·get the indictment out, get the indictment, they 
wanted it out by September 1. ·we couldn't do that. I franklv promised 
them September 1, we couldn't do it until September 15. That didn't 
impair the investigation. ,ve were ready to go to trial in Xovember. 
but Judge Sirica had a bad back and continued the thing on his own 
motion. 

Senator GURNEY. Let me inquire about the contacts you had with 
the President of the United States. The log here shows ·a great many 
pho~=~~lls as well as some meetings. Of coui-se, you have covered some 

fr. PETERSEN. Some of them, yes, sir. . 
enat-0r GURNEY. "\Vhat about those four phone calls which the Pres

nt initiated to you after your afternoon meeting with him on 
April 5. vVhat were those about? 

Mr. PETERSEN. The .first was should I meet with .Tohn Dean. Yes. 
The second was a meeting has been set up. The third was if Liddv is 
not talking because of any sense of misguided loyalty to me, you had 
better disabuse him and I am issuing orders to you to that effect. The 

rth one, I have had a meeting with Dean, he has given me basicallv 
at he has told you and I think it has been helpful. • 
enator GURNEY. ,vithont g-oing over all of these. because I know 

you have covered some of them, but I can:t identifv what. vou have 
and what you ha,·en't. Generallv, what was the President calling vou 
about during this period of time? ' · 

Mr. PETEJ:SEX. Statns reports. irnmnnitv. the Ellsber~ thing-. 
Strachan's test imon v. ,v e had Strneha n like thi,; and 1fa!!rnder on one 
side and Strachan on the other and we finally decided to imt them both 

NOTE: THE AFTERNOON MEETING BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND HENRY PETERSEN 
REFERRED TO BY SENATOR GURNEY IN THE BRACKETED PORTION OF PAGE 
3648 ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE ON APRIL 15, 1973. 
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56,8 PRESIDENT NIXON STATEMENT, NOVEMBER 12, 1973, 
9 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 15291 1331 

.Administration of Richard Nixon 

PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 
Week Ending Saturday, November 17, 1973 

Presidential Tapes and Documents 
I 

Statement by the Pre.nd.enl Outlining Procedures 
To Provide Information Related to the Watergate 
Investigation to the Chief Judge of the United States 
District Court for the District of Columbia. 
November 12, 1973 

As a consequence of the public disclosure, 2 weeks ago, 
that two conversations of the President were not recorded 
on the White House recording system, doubts have arisen 
about just what happened to these conversations and 
why they were not recorded. The purpose of this state
ment is to help dispel those doubts and to spell out certain 
steps I will take to offer information to the court that will 
help determine the substance of all nine conversations 
subpoenaed by the court. 

First, there are no missing tapes. There are two con
versations requested by the courts which were not re
corded. The first is a 4-minute conversation with the 
former Attorney General, John Mitchell, on June 20, 
1972. The second is a meeting of 55 minutes with John 
Dean, late in the evening of Sunday, April 15, 1973. 

There is no question in my mind but that the open
court hearing, now being conducted, will demonstrate 
to the court's satisfaction the truth of our statements that 
these two conversations were never recorded. In fact 
there is no affirmative evidence to the contrary. I believe 
that when the court concludes its evaluation of the testi
mony and documentary evidence, public doubt on this 
issue will be completely and satisfactorily removed. 

In the meantime, I believe it important to make a 
statement about this proceeding so that misconceptions 
about this matter do not persist, simply because certain 
basic fact~ are not presented to the American public. 

First, the Senate Select Committee did not subpoena 
the substance of the two unrecorded conversations. That 

material was requested only by the Special Prosecutor, 
and the court, who believed the substance of nine presi
dential conversations was nece,sary for completion of the 
Watergate investigation. 

We are complying fully with the Federal court decision. 
In seven of nine instances, the actual recording of the 
conversation is being submitted; this includ~ five con
versations in which John Dean participated--Septem
ber 15, 1972, March 13, 1973, two on March 21, 1973, 
one on March 22, 1973. For all nine conversations cov
ered by the subpoena, such contemporaneous notes and 
memoranda as were made of the conversations are being 
provided in accordance with the court order. 

Before discussing these matters, the issue of when and 
why the recorded conversations were listened to by me, 
and by others on my behalf, should be placed in chrono
logical perspective. 

On June 4, 1973, I listened to the tape recordings of 
a number of conversations I had with John Dean in order 
to refresh my. memory of those discussions. All o:f the 
conversations to which I listened that day had taken place 
prior to March 21, 1973. My purpose in reviewin1s the 
recordings of my conversations with Mr. Dean was to 
confirm my recollection that he had not reported certain 
facts to me prior to March 21, 1973. In late April 1973, 
I asked H. R. Haldeman to listen and report on the con
versation of March 21, 1973, in which he had been 
present for a substantial portion of time. My primary 
purpose in having Mr. Haldeman listen to this tape was 
to confirm my recollection that :March 21, 1973, was the 
date on which John Dean had first reported certain facts 
to me. 

There had been rumors and reports to the contrary
one of them suggesting that John Dean and I had met 
30 or 40 times to discuss Watergate-and I wanted to 
refresh my recollection as to what was the precise and· 
entire truth. 

On September 29, 1973, I began a review of the tape 
recordings subpoenaed by the Special Prosecutor for the 
grand jury and hy the Senate Select Committee. The 
reason was it had been my deliberate intention to litigate 

Volume 9-Number 46 1329 
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I have made a diligent search for other evidentiary 
materials that might shed light on the substance of my 
conversation with John Dean on the evening of April 15, 
1973. Other than my contemporaneous notes of that 
meeting mentioned above, I have found no such evidence. 
However, I did meet with John Dean on Monday, 
April 16, 1973, on two occasions. The first was in the 
morning in the Oval Office; the second was in the after
noon in the Executive Office Building office. This was 
my final meeting with Mr . Dean before he left the White
House staff. Both of these conversations were recorded on 

~~i..11'hite House record ing system. I recently reviewed 
the recordings of these conversations. A comparison of 
my notes of the April 15, 1973, meeting and the record
ing of the conversation with Mr .. Dean on the morning of 
April 16, 1973, shows both convenations covered much 
the same subject matter. There are references throughout 
the conversation on the morning of April 16 to the con
versation held the evening before. 

I shall voluntarily submit to the court , under the pro
cedures applicable to recordings of conversations already 

. covered by the court order, these recordings- of my two 
convcn;ations with John Dean on April 16, 1973. 

In addition, as stated above and consistent with the 
court order, the COl,!rt will be provided with: 

( 1 ) The portion of the dictation belt containing my 
recollection of the June 20, 1972, conversation 
with Mr. Mitchell. 

(2) The portion of the dictation belt of my recollec
tions of the meetings with Mr . Dcan'on March 21, 
1973. 

(3) Contemporaneous notes from the April 15, 1973, 
convcn;ation with Mr. Dean. 
All other materials covered by the court order . 

ve also authorized my Counsel. to make av~blc 
to the court certain tape recordings not covered by the 
court order to assist the court in verifying that the two con
venations in question were not recorded. The additional 
tape recordings to be provided arc (a) the full reel of 
telephone recordings covering the _ period of. June 20, 
1972, and (b) the two reels of tape which were on the 
recorders for my Executive Office Building office on 
April 15, 1973. This will permit the court to check the 
sequence of the conversations against my daily logs of 
meetings and telephone conversations already provided 
to the court, and thus further demonstrate that the 
Mitchell and Dean conversations in question were not 
recorded . · 

I have also agreed that a group of court-approved 
independent experts employing the most advanced tech
nological methods shall examine all tapes in question for 

· any evidence of alterations to the tapes. 
It is my hope that these steps will clear up this aspect 

of the Watergate matter once and for all. 

National Farm-City Week, 1973 

PToclamation 4254. November 12, 1973 

By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

Never before in ~tory has so much of the world looked 
to the American farmer for its food supply. The ability of 
less than 3 million farmers to keep Americans the best-fed 
people in the world, while simultaneously meeting the 
demands of countless millions overseas, is one of our 
Nation 's greatest success stories. This success has contrib
uted significantly not only to our own C'COllomic well
being but also to the peace and progress .of all mankind. 

A strong bond of interdependence links America's 
farms to America's cities. We should do everything we 
can to strengthen that bond. People in rural areas and 
people in urban areas must become increasingly aware of 
the needs and aspirations of those who live elsewhere, for 
neither group can prosper without the · other. National 
Farm-City Week is an excellent vehicle for advancing 
this purpose. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RrcHARD NcroN, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
period of November 16 through November 22 as National 
Farm-City Week. 

I call on our agricultural organizations, busincs groups. 
labor unions, schools, and other interested groups, to par
ticipate in this· observance. I request the Department of 
Agriculture, our land-grant educational institutions, and 
all appropriate organizations and government ·officials to 
mark the significance of National Farm-City Weck with 
special events and activities. 

IN WrrNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twellth day of November, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-three, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred nincty
eighth . 

RICHARD NJXON 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal R.egi.ter, 2:27 p.m., 

November 12, 1973) 

South Pacific Commission 

Announcement of Appointment of D. Hebden Po-rtew 
as an Alternate United States Commission.r. 
November 13, 1973 

The President today announced the appointment of 
D. Hebden Porteus, of Honolulu, Hawaii, as an Alternate 
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57. On April 15, 1973 from 10:16 to 11:15 p.m. the President met with 

H. R. Haldeman and John Ehrlichman in the President's EOB office. During 

this meeting Ehrlichman at the President's request telephoned Patrick 

Gray and discussed the documents taken from Hunt's White House safe and 

given to Gray by Dean in June 1972. Shortly thereafter Ehrlichman tele·

phoned Gray and had a second conversation regarding the contents of Hunt's 

safe. Ehrlichman told Gray that Dean had told the prosecutors that he 

had delivered two of Hunt's files to Gray. Gray told Ehrlichman that he 

had destroyed the documents. 
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5?.1 PRESIDENT NIXON DAILY DIARY, APRIL 15, 19'?3, EXHIBIT 20, 
IN RE GRAND JURY. MISC. 47-73 

------------------- ·---. 
TH~ \'/lltTE HOUSE PHESIDENT HICHMW NIXOM'S DAILY Dli\RY 
~~., ,___.~-----------------------------
rr.A< t DAY HEGAN ,..~ U.t\lt. (Mu .• U.1.y, Yr.J {'~1 ~ 
*Revised, 7/26/73 r:·~-.:..':~~:::";,;.:~;:,~\: APRIL 15_, 1973 .:/ 
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P. 

p 

R 

R 

R 

p 

The President talked with Army Vice Chief of Staff Gen. 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr. 

The President talked with television writer and producer 
Paul W. Keyes. 

The President telephoned his Press Secretary, Ronald L.-
Ziegler, The call was not completed. 

The President talked with his Assistant, Henry A, Kissinger. 

The President talked with Mr. Ziegler, 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Richard G. 
Kleindienst, The President's Special Assistant, Step~en B • 

. Bull, took the call, 

The President had breakfast. 

The President was telephoned by Mr. Kissinger. Mr. Bull took: 
the call. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President talked with Mr, Kissinger. 

The President went to the Oval Office. 

The President met with his Assistant, John D. Ehrlichman. 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President and the First Lady went to the Yellow Oval Room. 

The President and the First Lady had coffee with: 
Rev. Edward V. Hill, pastor of the Mount Zion 

Missionary Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California 
Mrs. Edward V. Hill 

The Presidential party went to the East Room. 

The President and the First Lady hosted a worship service 
conducted by Rev. Hr. Hill. The Rochester Unle Chorus of 
Rochester, Minnesota also participated in the service. For 
a list of guests, see APPENDIX "A." 

. ,(/ ~/7· 

;' 
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PHES~~ -rn HICHM:D NlXOtl'S OJ',11.Y DIARY 
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THE 1-!l!ITE HOUSE 
..2:.'..:i$l{J,'GJ'QV n I" 

l'IIONE 
TJ.,tE 1'-~PhccJ 
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12:11 

12:11 

1:05 

1:05 

1:11 

1:12 

2:30? 

3:27 

3:36 

3:48 

3:50 

4:00 

5:17 

5:25 

5:25 

5:32 

Out J.o I.I) 

1:05 

2:22 

3:30 

3:44 p 

R 

3:49 R 

p 

5:15 

p 

5:32 

0A·11: (Mo#. 0Af. Yt.) ~\., .,..1 

_ li.PRILI.5 .•. J9]3 __ U, i~ 
Tl:.tE DA'f 

l? · 11 " ,:, !':ll':O,'L__ 

ACT!VllY 

The President and the First Lady, accompanied by Rev. Nr. and 
Hrs. Hill, went to the State Dining Room. Er.route, they 
participated in a photo opportunity at the foot of the 
Grand Staircase. 

White }!ouse photographer, in/ out 

The President and the First Lady received their guests. 
Hernbers of t.he press, in/out 
White House photographer, in/out 

The President and the First Lady went to the Grand Hall. 

The President and the First Lady participated in a photo 
opportunity with the Rochester Nale Chorus • 

. \fuite House photographer, in/out 

The President went to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President met with Hr. Ehrlichman. 

The President talked with his Assistant, H. R. Haldeman. 

The President was telephoned by Attorney General Kleindienst. 
The call was not completed. 

The President talked with Attorney General Kleindienst. 

The President telephoned Nr. Rebozo. The call was not 
completed. 

The President met ,:ith: 
Attorney General Kleindienst 
Henry E. P~tersen, Assistant Attorney General 

The President telephoned Mr. Ehrlichrnan. The call was not 
completed. 

The President went to West E.,ecutive Avenue. 

The President and Hr. Rebozo motored fro!:! the EOll to Pier On~· 
of the Washinr,rcn !favy Yard. Encout,~, the Preside>nt 
greeted mer:ibers of th~ cro,.;d asser,1blcJ at the north E>xit 
of \-!est Executive Avenue. 

The PrC'sident 2nd l-!r. Re bozo board~J the Sequr> (_:!_. 

I 
I 

'--~--'---~.-L..--~....1---~--------~~~--~~~~------~~~--·---l 
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11:21 

11:45 

7:24 

7:42 

9:15 

8:18 p 

8:26 · p 
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9:41 p 

11:15 

11:53 p 

.r 

PRES!DErlT 11:CHAfW fUXON'S DAILY DIARY 

DAT.E (M" ·· o.a,. Yr . ) t' .. / 
,._ , .,..,, 

APRIL 15, 1973 ., 
~T~l~~IE~-=-~O~A~Y~:;._-v~ 

5:32 p.m. smmAY 

ACTIVITY 

The President and Hr. Rebozo were greeted by Lt. Cdr. 
Andrew J. Combe, Captain of the Sequoia. 

The President went boating .on the Sequoia. He was 
accompanied by: 

Mr. Rebozo 
Lt. Col. William L. Golden, Military Aide 
Maj. Gen. Walter R. Tkach, Personal Physician. 
Manolo Sanchez, valet · 

The Seauoia docked at Pier One of the Washington Navy Ya.rd. 

The President and Mr. Rebozo motored from the Yashington Navy 
Yard to .West Executive Avenue. 

The President returned to his office in the EOB. 

The President met with: ·-
!'Ir• Ehrlichman 
Mr. Haldeman 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. . 
The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

The President met with his Counsel, John W. Dean III. 

The President t-alked with Mr. Petersen. 

The President met with: 
},r. Haldeman 
Mr. Ehrlichman 

The President returned to the second floor Residence. 

The President talked with Hr. Petersen. 

c:,., lr·H / 1n 
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Mr. EHRLICH:lIAN. I don:t think-well, I don:t know whether there 
was testimony aboutthat.That is not a phrase that I have ever testified 
to. I don:t recall that phrase being used. 

Senator GURNEY. Your recollection then is that it was just made 
known to Gray that these were very sensitive documents, and he ought 
to make sure they were kept very sensitive and no one sa.w them. Is that 
the gist of it? 

Mr. EnRLICHMAN. No; I think the word "politically" was in it. I 
think it was very clear they had political overtones rather than sayini 
sensitive from a national security standpoint or something of that kina. 

Senator Gua..~EY .. '\Vas there any discussion at that meeting that 
would gi\·e Gray the thought that he ought to destroy them 1 

:;\fr. EHRLICHJUAN. No, sir. 
Senator GURNEY. You are positive on that score 1 
Mr. EHRLICHlUAN. And the reason that I am positive, Senator, is 

that when I heard that he had in fact destroyed them I was just non
plussed. There was just nothing in the contemplation of the people 

·in that room at the time of the delivery that would have led to that 
kind of a conclusion. 

!Senator GURNEY. Did you ever have any ~ommunication with Mr. 
Gray about thes .e d~ument~ after that meeting? . · 

~Ir. EHRLICHM . .\N. Yes, sir. 
enator GURNEY)::And recount that to the committee. 
fr. EHRLICHMAN. That was in April of this year. '\Ve had a conver
on. The President asked me to teleP.hone Mr. Gray, it was a Sun
, night, and it was the 15th of April, at about 10 :15 p.m. I was in 

the Presidenfs EOB office, and he had had a meeting that day with 
Mr. Kleindienst. The subject of these documents came up at that meet-
ing, and the President asked me to call :Mr. Gray and find out what 
the documents were and where they wer~. So I did that. Mr. Gray was 
not home. ·when he got home he called hack and we completed the 
conversation in the President's office. 

Do you want the substance of the con versa ti on? 
Senator GURNEY. Yes. 
)fr. EHRLICHMAN. I told him at that time that the delivery of the 

documents to him had been the subject of this conversation between 
the Attomey General and the President; that )Ir. Dean apparentl .v 
had told the prosecuting attorney about the fact that he had made the 
delivery. Mr. Gray said, "Well, he can't say that." And I said, ·fWell, 
he did say ·that." and he said "If he says that, I will deny it,'' and 
I said "\Vell, Pat, it isn't a subject for denial. Obviously it's not some
thing you can <:leny, I recall the episode very clearly." Well, he says, 
"You ham got to back me up on this/' Then he went on to sa.y "I 
destroyed the documents." 

That totallv nonplussed me and I said somethinu rather confused 
and said goodb:r and hung up and reported to thePresident that he 
had. in fact. just told me that he had destroyed the documents. · 

'\Ye talke<t ahout the imp1ications of that. and I said "I don't think 
that I cornplett>h· closed the door with )fr. Gray just now on whether 
or not I won Id back him 11p if he denied recehring- the d()('uments." 

So I placed a second call right then, and I said '"Pat, I didn't respond 
clear enough to your sng,gestion and I just want. to tell you. as I have 
to tell fon, that I would have no choice if I were asked but to say 
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that I was present at the time the documents were delivered to you." 
And he said "I understand. I guess I will have to do what I have to 
do" or words to this effect, and that is the end of the second 
conversation. · 

-... .... -..enator GURNEY. Thank you, Mr. Ehrlichman. I think my time 
has elapsed, ~Ir. Chairman. 

Senator ERVIN. Unless -there is some objection the committ~e will 
take a · recess at this time until 2 o'clock. 

[Whereupon at 12 noon, the committee recessed to reconvene at 
2 p.m., the same day.] 

AFTERNOON SESSION, WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 1973 

Senator ERVIN. I wish to reiterate the request to the audience to 
refrain from expressing approval or disa:pproval of anything said or 
done. I have to say that probably Senator Baker and myself were 
quite guilty of a little contributory negligence, we both so interested 
ourselves and probably laughed and probably set an example for 
others, but T do ask in the interest of the work of the committee, from 
the interest of fairness to witnesses, that the audience will refrain from 
expressing approval or disapproval in any audible manner in respect 
to any matter or thing. It will certainly facilitate the work of the 
committee as well as contribute to a proper hearing. 

Senator Inouye. 
Senator INOUYE. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Ehrlichman, a few days ago Mr. Alexander Butterfield 

described in great detail the electronic audio recording devices which 
have been established and installed in the White House, in the Oval 
Room, in the Executive Office Building, and elsewhere. Yesterday in 
colloquy with one of my colleagues here when the tapes were men-, 
tioned you indicated that you were certain that if these tapes were 
made public they would support your contention, they would support 
your innocence. Is my memory correct, sir? · 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. That is my feeling, Senator. 
Senator INOUl"E. The President of the United States, has, by letter, 

indicated that he has no intention to release these tapes and tomorrow 
I presume we will know very officially :what his decision will be, but it 
would appear at this point that these tapes ~ill not be made public. 

I have heard legal scholars suggest that this fact could serve as a 
defense for persons who may be indicted for certain criminal activities 
whlch may have involved the vVhite House. One may argue that the 
tapes include indispensable evidence to prove innocence, and this would 
be sufficient for defense to move .for the dismissal of an indictment. 
1Vbat are your thoughts, sir? 

l\fr. EHRLICH::\IAN. Well, as I -tried to indicate yesterday, I have been 
on the other side of the problem here where I was sitting b.v the Presi
dent trying to approach a problem which inYOlved the rights of indi
viduals and also the ,interest of the country, and they frequently do not 
coincide. · 

Senat-Or Ixom."E. l\fy question--
Mr. EHRLICIDIAX. I understand. 
Senator Ixoun:. ~Iy question is "if," and this is a very "iffy'' ques

tion, and please forgive me for that, but if the U.S. Prosecutor should 
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Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Well, my problem was not with ·M:r. Gray per
sonally with regard to leaks. Obviously, we would not have turned the 
documents over to him if we thought he was going to leak them. 

The problem was, as you read in the first transcript, was with a staff 
person high up in the FBI or at least, we suspected it was, we never 
established it. At the time we had had a number of conYersations with 
:Mr. Gray about the problem, and I had had some conversations with 
Mr. Kleindienst about the problem~ and we had conversations about 
how to solve the problem. W'hen I said we went around Mr. Gray, it 
was that )fr. Kleindienst, unknown to l\fr. Gray, so that he would riot 
P.Ven know it was being done, was going to ·plant a story or a fact , arid 
we were going to see in such a way that the individual under suspicion 
mi1rht be disclosed. It was a long shot but it might have worked. · 

Now, I had implicit confidence in Mr. Gray as not being the source 
of the leak because we had had experience with M:r. Gray in the Justice 
Department and at HEW before that, and he was extraordinarily 
reliable., and ~ that was not the problem, and I hope that I did not
I hope we made that-

Senator WEICKER. I do not think you d·id because you repeat your 
sentence to us because at -that time we, and I assume that is you, "were 
talking with Mr. Kleindienst about how to go about smoking out this 
problem around Mr. Gray, frankly." 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. That is right. and the problem was on his staff. 
It was a holdover from the FBI who had been there when Mr. Gray 
came. 

Senator WEICKER. Do you go around people when vou trust them? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Sometimes, sometimes, and it was Mr. Klein

dienst's vie.v that that was a way to proceed and I do not sav it was 
his view or mine, but that we would not bring Mr. Gray into our con
fidence w.ith regard to Mr. Kleindienst's idea for planting a story. 
That is the only time we went around Mr. Gray, that I can think of. 

Senator WEICKER. One last series of questions, sir. 
Mr. Chairman, I do not mean to-I can see you warming up on that 

microphone and I just want to make sure I am not-
Senator ERVIN . You just said one last question, I was not wanting 

you to ask one last question, I was going to get there so I would not 
fail to recognize Senator Montoya. So far as I am concerned , you can 

nator WEJCKER. This will be my last series on this go-around. r1
head and ask more than one last question. 

ou testified yesterday that on April 15 you called Pat Gray and 
,he told you he had taken the Hunt papers to Connecticut and 

royed them. Is that correct 1 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I do not recall his telling me that he took them 

to Cormecticut. 
Senator WEICK.ER. All right. Did he tell you that he destroyed them? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. 
Senator WEICKER. Now, let me read your testimony at that point. 
That was- --- ·--· ... (. 

and this was · in response to Senator Gurney-
That was in April of this year, we had a conversation. The President asked 

me to telephone lfr. Gray. It was Sunday nh:ht and it was the 15th of April at 
about 10 :15 p.m. I was in the President's EOB Office and he had a meeting that 
day with Mr. Kleindienst. The subject of these documents came up at that meet-
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Ing and the President asked me to call Mr. Gray·and find out what the documents 
were and where they were. So I did that. Mr. Gray was not home. When he got 
home he called back and. we completed the con,ersation in the Presid('nt's office. 

Now, let me ask you this. After you received the word from )fr. 
Gray, which I believe was on April the 15th, did you transmit that 
informatiion to the PresidenU • 

Mr. EnRLICH:IL\N. Yes, sir. 
Senator ,VEICKER. On what davwas thaH 
Mr. EHPJ.ICH:IIAN. He was sitting right there. I transmitted it in

stantly. 
Senator WEICKER. He was sitting with you when you made this call 

ro~ili~? · · 
~fr. EHRLICH:IIAN. Yes,sir. 
Senator ·WEICKER. And this was on April 15 ~ Is that correct~ 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. 
Senator WEICKER. ,vas anv action taken by the President, anv ac

tion recommended by you, when you receiveq._word that the Director 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation had gone along and, in fact, 
burned or destroyed, rather. Department files 1 

Mr. EHRLICH:IL\N. Yes, sir. The President t-Ook the. actjon that was 
taken, and his first action was to contact either Mr. Kleindienst or 
:Mr. Petersen, I am not sure which of the two it was. and he was asked 
to do nothing further until they had an opportunity to check into it 
and report back. 

Senaror WEICKER. In other words, he asked for a report. 
Mr. EHRLICH:\L\X. "\Vell, he asked for an investigation and a corrob

oration of this. and circumstances surrounding it so that he would 
know how to take the next step. 

Senator WEICKER. Gray admitted to you that he had destroyed the 
files~ 

Mr. EHRLICH:11.AN. That is correct. 
Senator WEICKER. ,vhat is there to investigate in this matted 
Mr. EHRLicH:1ux. ·well, you have a situation that obviously is con

siderably more than just an employment problem here, and the. Presi
dent felt-you see he had spent the major 'portion of that day or a good 
portion of that day with the Attorney General and the A.ssistant At
torney General on the who1e case, and he was desirous of making sure 
that any step that he took was in coordination with those gentlemen, 
and he, as a matter of fact, forbore to take a number of steps on his 
own motion in order to work in concert with the Attorney General 
and the Assistant Attorney General, )Ir. Petersen. 

lj
enator WEICKER. So on April 15 you and the President learned 

at files had been destroyed, and the reaction of the President is "We 
re going to get a report." 
Mr. EHRLICIDIAX. No, he was obviously very concerned and upset by 
s, and...-- . 
Senator ,VEICKER. Well, let me recount to you a personal experience 

because I had the identical experience that you and the President had 
on ,4.pril 25. I was.called by the Director, who was still the Acting 
Director, even though he had miffed the President of the United. 
States and the head of the Domestic Council, that is. had burned the 
record. I was called by the Acting FBI Director in his office and I sat 
in the chair and the Acting Director turned to me and in essence said 
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this had to be done in an orderly fashion by the law enforcement people 
who \Yem responsible for the prosecution of the case. As it turned out it 
,vas well that he did because Mr. Petersen, in pursuing the investiga- · 
tion with 1It. Gray, was able to develop other facts as a result of being 
able to do so without the cameras on, so to speak, which are as I am 
sure you recognize both a positive and a negative aspect of a. matter 
of this kind in terms of adducing the facts. · 

Xow: I think that in hindsight, while it may sound very self-serving 
for ~e to say so, the President took precisely the right steps in im
mediately informing Mr. Petersen as he did, so that the prosecutors 
and the law enforcement people could do their work in making the 
scales . before it was all over the newspapers. Now the identical same 
consideration applied in John Dean's situation where the President 
forbore to discharge :Mr. Dean at Henry Petersen's request, to give 
Mr. Petersen and his people an opportunity to complete their . work 
before that relationship was severed. 

Now, I think that we don't always have the luxurv of gratifying our 
.first instincts about a matter of this kind when we.have the responsi
bility for the orderly discussion of the laws in a prosecution of this 
kind.· · . 

enator WEICKER. ~'hat was the purpose of your phone call on 
April 15 to Mr. Gray, incidentally 1 

Mr. EHRLICIDIAN. I explained it was the result of the President's 
conversation that day with the Attorney General and Mr. Petersen, in 
which the question ·of these documents came up, and the question that 
he put to me, was whether I had any information with regard to the . 
whereabouts of the documents, and I said "yes, I did." I was there at 
the time when an envelope was delivered by Mr. Dean to Mr. Gray, 
and that he said, "yes, that they were aware of this," and he said, "Has 
Gray ever given them back1" , 

And I said, "I don't know." 
And he said, "Get on the phone and get aho]d of Gray and tell him 

what we know about this &nd find out where those documents are and 
what is in them." · · · 

Senator 1VEICKER. In other words, the enforcement agencies, the 
enforcement agencies had been working prior to April 15. 

:Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Oh, sure; 
Sena.tor WEICKER. The information had been given before the grand 

jury by Mr. Dean? · . · . 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I don't think Dean had been to the grand jury, I 

think Dean had talked with the prosecutors and had given them some 
of this information, if not all of it, but we were operating with what 
the .Attorney General and the Assistant Attornev General hnd told the 
President. which the President recalled of the ·conversation and was 
imparting to me. ·. 

Senator Wl~TCKER. 1\:ren, I would just conclucl1• h.Y again asking you 
wh_v ::\fr. Gray was left in place when this information "·as ln10wn to 
YOU and to the Presicfont and otlwr nwmhers of tlw exeentin• hranch. 
• }[r. Em:unnI.\X. 1YelL T helie,·e I h:1'"!' an8,n'1·ed that mwstion. 
Senator 1\?Pickt>1·. H was in aid of the a\~sistant Attonw\· (;pneral. 
)fr. Petpr-s<'n. and thf'I .\ttome\ · G<>rn'r·al. "'.\fr. Kkindienst. T 1:ec.d! lw.n-
ing later that 1[r. P(•h·r~Pn luicl. in fad. intP1TiP,,·c•1l 1[r. Gm,\· follow
ing thi!'-, and had l'l'<Wi n•d rnnfliding- stnri<'~. This would ha.,·p lx•en 
prior\ I guess. to your interview with :\fr. Gray, and finally that tlw 
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mattt>r had been resohc-<l. They wanted to get a written statement, they 

LJ·antecl to get the kind of Hidence that they coald use in court,appar-

. 
ntly, and so the President was giving them an oppot±unity.to do that 
incl of thing. . . 
Senator lV"EICKER. This wasn't the first time that you left ::\Ir. Gray 

in place, was it? · 
}fr. Emn,TCIDI.\X. The> first time that I left :\fr. Gray in pla~? 
Senator \YErnn:R. This wasn't the first time. in other words. that in 

an ach-erse situation to :\fr. Gray he had been left in pl.lee; is that. 
correct'? 

Mr. EHRUCIUIAX. I am sorry, I don't understand your question. 
Senator lVEICKER. ·well, for instance, during his confirmation hear

ings, when he ran into some heavy weather, did you have any com-
ments to make at that time? · 

)fr. EHRLICH)!AX. Did I? 
Senator 1VEICKER. Yes, about )fr. Gray. 
Mr. EHRLICH:lIAX. Yes. indeed. 
Senator WEICKER. ·can yon remember what you said about him in 

the confirmation hearings at that time? _ . 
Mr. EHRLICH:)I.\N. I think you probably are referring to my saying 

that he was hanging in the wind and should be left to spin slowly. 
Senator "'\VEICKER. Yes. Let him hang there, "Well, I think we ought 

to let him hang there, let him twist slowly, slowly in the wind." 
:Mr. EHRLICHMAN. That is my metaphor, yes. 
Senator 1VEICKER. And he was twisting slowly, slowly in the wind 

on April 151 
.Mr. EHRLICHlrAN. He was being investigated, investigated, and 

investigated on April 1~. 
Senator ·"\VEICKER. I have no further questions, .Mr. Chairman. 
Senator ERVIN. Senator l\Iontoya. 
Senator ~IoxTOYA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I know we have been on this burglary for quite some time, but I 

wane to clear one point, .Mr. Ehrlichman. 
At what point did you feel that the FBI really got uito the investi

gation of the Ellsberg case in a manner that was satisfactory to "\Vbite 
House expectations? 

Mr. EHRLICHMAN. I cannot fix that date, Senator~ except to say that 
it was sometime prior to September 20, because I do recall a meeting 
either that day or very close to it. 

Senator MONTOYA. Is that September 20, 1971? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Yes, sir. 
Senator MONTOYA. And the burglary occurred on or about Septem-

ber 3 or 4 of 1971? 
Mr. EHRLICHMAN. Around that time. 
Senator MONTOYA. Yes. · 
And I believe your testimony indicated that you were notified by 

Mr. Krogh and Mr. Liddy or either of them while you were. at Cape 
Cod what, 2 or 3 days lated 

Mr. EHRUCIUIAN. No, sir. 
Senator MoxTOYA. "'\Vhen were yon notified i 
Mr. EHRLICH.l\IAN. To thP, best of my recollection I was notified after 

I returne.d to the city having been--· 
Senator °MONTOYA. "'\Vhen·? 
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a report like that from Gray, I ,rould pass it along to Dean. 

I am quite sure I did. 

Then the next conversation I bad with Gray about · 

this was the night of the 15th of April of this year when r 

finally reached him after he had arrived back from Connecticut 

where he had been for the weekend. That must have been at 

ten or ten-thirty in the evening. 

I advised him at that time that John Dean had dis- , 

cussed with you gentlemen the delivery of a portion of the' 

Hunt safe contents to Gray. 

0 

A 

Do you want me t:o recount the conversation? 

Please do. 

A11 right. He said substantially, "John Dean can't 

say that.• :r said, "Well, Pat, he already has.• 

Then he said, •well, you can't let him say that. 

If he says that, I'll deny I ever got the papers-.• 

'.I said, •:r don't see how you can do that.• Be said, 

•r have destroyed them.• 

I said something of surprise in response to that, 

and he said, "You've got to back me up on this. that I never 

got tjlose papers.• 

I said, "Well, Pat, I certainly don't want to do 
/ 

anything to hurt you, but at the same time I don't hardly see 

how .I can do something of that sort." 

I was probably more equivocal on that. I was 
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I vaguer than that in my response, but that was the substance 

2 of the conversation. 

3 The reason that I recall that I was somewhat equivo-

4 cal on that was that after a few minutes :r called him back, 

5 feeling that I had not been sufficiently definite with him. 

6 I said, •pat, I've been thinking about what we just 

7 said, and I wouldn't want to leave it with you that :r had in 

8 any way agreed to the suggestion that you made that :r should 

9 

IO 

13 

14 

15 

Hi 

17 

18 

1!l 

20 

21 

22 

go al.ong with you on this. r just can't. 11 

r said, "If I am asked, r would have to say that r 

saw you take delivery on this, the contents.• 

He said, "Well, :r just don't know what I'm going to 
. -

do", and that was substantially the end of the conversation. 

Q sir, let me ask you this. Between the first and 

the second call that you made, how much time had transpired? 

one? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Ten minutes, perhaps. 

Had you discussed your first call to him with any-

Yes. 

With who was that, sir? 

The P.resident and Mr. Haldeman. 

It was decided that you should cal.l back and made 

it unequivocal? 

A No. I did that on my own motion. I expressed a 

lack of ease about the way I had left it with him, and I just 
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felt that I had to get that cleared up right then. 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

What was your purpose in cal.ling in the first place? 

I had been asked to do that. 

Can :you tell. the Grand Jury as to who? 

Well., the President asked me to do that based. on 

information that he had that r did not have. 

Be wanted me to tell Mr. Gray . this _ informat:.ion which 

the President asked me to pass a1ong to him. 

Q Had you ever heard fram anyone, prior to that re-

quest from th~ President, or from your conversation with Mr. 

Gray, that the mate.rial.shad been destroyed? 

A 

that. 

Q 

No. That day~ the first day that X had heard 

Apart from that one oblique reference that you in-

dicated took place in a conversation w.th Mr. Gray, and. that 

:you passed on to Mr. Dean, had the subject matter of those 

materials ever been discussed anywhere, at any time, with 

anyone e1se by you or in yoar presence? 

A Other than Dean or Gray, I woul.d say not. 

Q All right. Let's go back to after the transfer took 

place, which you have desc~ibed to the ladies .and gentl.eI:ten 

of the Grand Jury, and prior to your conversation with Mr. 

Gray on the telephone inquiring about thisr you already men

tioned that there was one ohlique reference, you indicated by 

Hr. Gray, to t..'i.e papers, and that you made kind of an obl.ique 
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office, right out in front of my desk, like this (indicating), 

catercornered, right out in front of it, and I was sitting in 

my chair, back here (indicating). 

Q Did he, in any way, indicate surprise at your ad-

mission, shock? 

A Oh, I think he was sick. I could gather that from 

him, but, you know, he didn't say to me, "Pat, I'm sorry for 

you," or, you know, anything like that. There weren'tany 

words to that effect. · 

I mean, he could see me. He knew how badly I felt. 

11 He didn't have to say anything about it, I don't think. 

12. BY MR. GOLDMAN: 

13 

14 

15 

17 

18 

l!l 

20 

21 

22 

z:1 I 
:I 

24 ll 
2s II 

Q Is there anything that you gave you the impression 

as to whether he knew previous to your admission the true 

facts? 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

No, not at all. 

Nothing said about that? 

Not at all, no. 

Now, you mentioned some phone calls on the evening 

of Sunday.: I guess -i-t was, the 15th of April? 

A 

Q 

A 

memory. 

That is correct, Mr. Goldman. 

Could you tell us about those, please? 

Yes, I'll tell you about those to the best of my 

My wife and I had driven back from Connecticut that 
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night and we got to our apartment about 8:45, and got our 

things upstairs at about 9:00 o'clock. And as I walked into 

the apartment, I saw, on a little telephone table, the white 

light -was on on my Bureau telephone. This is a'special tele

phone I had directly to the Bureau switchboard, and when that 

white light's on, it indicates that the Bureau had a call for 

me. 

So, as I came in, I picked up the telephone and 1 

asked the operator, I said, "Operator, do· you have a call for 

me?" And she said, "Yes. Mr. Ehrlichman called. " And I 

said, "Did he indicate whether or not he wanted me to call 

12. him back?" And ~he said, "No. He did not indicate that." 

13 

14 

15 

](j 

17 

18 

rn 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

So I hung up the phone, and then we sat around the 

table and had some tea, and then my wife put our things away 

and I began to go to work on some of the Bureau papers that 

I had in the briefcase, and about, oh, I guess almost 45 

minutes to an hour went by. And I picked up the phone again 

and I asked the Bureau operator again, and said, "Operator, 

are you sure that Mr. Ehrlichman didn't want me to return his 

call?" And she said, "Yes, I'm sure." 

So then I put my papers together and my wife, in th 

meantime, had opened up the sofa fold-a-way bed type thing 

we had and gotten in bed, and then I got in bed, and I guess 

I got in bed about 10:00 or ten minutes after 10:00, and it 

was about 10:30 when the Bureau phone rang and the operator 
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said, "Mr. Ehrlichman wants to speak to you." And my best 

memory of that conversation is that -- gee, I guess I got to 

.say_, "Hi, J..ohn, 11 but he started right in talking and said, 

"We j.ust want you to know that John Dean has been talking to 

the prosecutors for quite some time now." 

And I could have asked him, although I don't remem

ber -- I could have asked him, "Do you know whether or not 

he's told the prosecutors about the two files?" And this is 

all I remember about that conversation. It was a very short 

10 conversation, in my memory. 

11 And then I went back to bed and it was after 11:00 

12. o'clock -- shortly after 11:00 o'clock -- that the phone next 

13 rang and my remembrance of it is that John Ehrlichman said to 

14 me that, he said, "Dean has told the prosecutors of the two 

15 

l(j 

17 

18 

l!l 

20 

21 

22 

files." And I said, "John, I destroyed those long ago." 

Now, that's my best recollection of those two tele

phone calls. 

Q 

A 

Was that all? 

I don't recall, because those two conversations wer 

really short conversations. There may have been. 

BY MRS. VOLNER: 

Q Well, did he yell at you and say, "My God, what hav 

you done?" 

A No, he did not. 

BY MR. GOLDMAN: 
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Well, would you recall if he had done that? 

Oh, yes, I would have recalled if he'd stormed or 

ranted or raved. Oh, I know, I forgot the one thing that I 

should tell you. He said, "John Dean has told the prosecutors 

about those two files. Check your hole card." That's what 

I remember. 

Q 

A 

BY MRS • VOI.MER: 

What is a hold card? 

Check your hole card. 1bat comes from playing poker 

10 when you're sitting there and you've got to check your hole 

11 card before you bet. That's h-o-1-e card. 

12 He said, "Check your hole card." And, at the time, 

13 you know, it didn_' t mean anything to me but, you know, thinkin 

14 back on it now, I think what Mr. Ehrlichman was saying to me 

15 was, "Check your hole card," and I translated it right away 

Iii 

17 

18 

20 

to mean the files. And I said, "John, you know those were 

destroyed long ago," or "John, I have destroyed them long ago. 

BY MR. GOLDMAN: 

Q Youjust said that sometime afterwards you got an 

impression of what he really meant by that expression. What 

21 was that impression? 

22 A To check your hole card, and were you still holding 

23 those files, you know, to use as a lever. 

24 BY MRS. VOLNER: 

Q That means he thought that you perhaps still had 
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1 those files? 

2 

3 

A 

Q 

4 them"? 

5 

6 

A 

Q 

That's right. 

And after that comment, you said, "I have destroyed 

That's right. 

Did he indicate surprise that you'd .destroyed them 

7 and that you were no longer holding them? 

8 A No. He didn't indicate, as I remember, surprise or 

9 horror or anything else. 

10 Q Did he say, "I never said that"? 

11 A No, I don't recall him saying that. 

12. Q Did he say, "Where did you get the idea to destroy 

13 those documents"? 

14 A I don't remember that at all, because these were 

15 very short telephone conversations. 

](i Q Did he say, "Well, that's a good thing to do. I'm 

17 glad you destroyed them. That's following my orders"? 

18 

19 

20 

A 

Q 

A 

No. No. 

Did he give you any response? 

·Not that -·! remember, Mrs. Volner. I set down, on 

21 yellow tablet paper, on the following morning, my recollection 

22 of that telephone call and then I only added one thing to it, 

'.!:J later on, and I think I made that addition when he made his 

24 statement, as I saw it in the New York Times, I think, or it 

25 1 
was after I had resigned on Friday, April the 27th. 

,I 
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1 In think on that Sunday, in the New York Times, he 

2 made a statement to the effect that he had not known that the 

3 files were destroyed until I told him that in the conversation 

4 of April 15, and then I added that to my notes. 

5 BY MR. GOLDMAN: 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Do you have that note with you? 

I think I do, yes. 

May we see it, please? 

Yes. I think I have it. If not, I'd be happy to 

produce it for you, deliver it to you. 

Q When he said, "Check your hole card," did he mean 

12. see whether you st -ill had it because you might need it as a 

13 . lever, or did he mean, "Well, perhaps you better destroy it 

14 now," or what did he mean? 

15 

Hi 

17 

18 

l!l 

20 

21 

22 

23 

A All of these are possibilities, Mr. Goldman, you 

know~ but r· don't know what Mr. Ehrlichman really meaat by 

that except, you know, you can conclude, "Look to your defense • 11 

That's what, you know, you could conclude, and I 

really don't know, because I didn't ask him. This was the, 

you know, the kind of Ehrlichman conversation that you had 

with John Ehrlichman. They're short, they're to the point, 

and they're brittle, and these are the kinds that I've had 

with him. 

-Q Did you have any other conversations 

25 .I related to us with Mr. Dean, Mr. Ehrlichman or 

that you haven'f 

Mr. Petersen I 
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committee would, as it subsequently did, inquire into the circumstances 
of the turnover to the FBI of the contents of Hunt's safe.. Because of 
the instructions I had rec€fred from )fessrs. Dean and Ehrlichman 
when the two files were given to me and my absolute conviction that 
these files, tinged with political and national security implications, 
had nothing whatsoever to do with '\Yatergate, I had no intention of 
volunteering to the committee my receipt and destruction of these files 
and did not do so. I would not and did not make any false statements 
under oath but I acknowledge that I purposely did not volunteer this 
information to the committee. 

I justified my reticence not only because I then believed in the recti
tude of the administration whose nominee I was and in the integrity 
of the men who garn me the files and instructions, but because my brief 
look at the file of State Department cables had confirmed for me 
what I thought "·ere overwhelming considerations of national security. 
I had no way of knowing then, of course, that the cables were fab
ricated nor, I might add. did I knm"\' then what I have since learned
that I was being left, in :\fr. Ehrlichman's elegant phrase, to "hang 
there and twist slowlv in the wind." 

It was in this context, and knowing that )fr. Dean had already told 
Mr. Petersen about the files. that I had mv conversation with :Mr. 
Ehrlichman on :\!arch 6. There is no doubt that the message I intended 
to give to )fr. Ehrlichman was that he should tell Mr. Dean that he 

10uld not disclose the delinrv to me of those two files. 
At about 10 :ao p.m. on the evening of April 15, 19i3, I received a 

all fr~Hn )Ir. ~hd_ic. hman .. His remarks were. ,·ery sh?rt, te1~,. and to 
he pomt. He sun ply told me that Dean had been talkmg to the prose-
utors for some time and ;·we think you ought to know about it." It 

was obvious from his tone and the manner in ·which he spoke that no 
questions were invited and none were asked. I merely said thanks l}S he 
was hanging lip the phone. I may han said. "Good Hening, John" or 
"Hello, ,John" when I picked up the phone and it is my firm recollec
tion that he. started talking right away and made no response. 

At shortly after 11 p.m. Ehrlichman called me again. This time his 
remarks were·just as short, terse, and to the point. He said, "Dean has 
been talking about the files he garn you and you better check your hole 
card." 
· I said, "John, those papers were destroyed long ago." 

Again it was plain and obvious from his tone and the manner in 
which he spoke that no questions were im·ited and none were asked. 

Both of these calls were of extremely short duration, less than 15 
seconds each. His manner was fast talkii1g- and he seemed tense. 

I know that :\fr. Ehrlichman has testified that in these conversations 

LJ
I told him I would deny recei\·ing the files and asked him to support 
me in th~t denial. I ham absoh.1tel~, no recollection of s~1ch an exchange 
and believe that both co1wersat10ns were substantially as I ham 
described them. I realize that the conversations may have been 
recorded without m:v knowledge. 

On Monday, April 16, 197:3, at 10 :5-l: a.m., Assistant Attorney Gen
eral Petersen came to see me. He said that :\Ir. Dean told the prose-
cutors he had turned O\·er two of Hunt's fibs to me. I denied that I had 
receirnd them. Mr. Petersen went on to sav that )fr. Deau had said 
these two files had nothing to do with '\Vtitergate. He also said that 
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to such evidence, I believe that we all know, as does Mr. Haldeman, 

I am sure, that the testimony of Mr. Gray as to what disposition 

has been made of the documents has been of public record for at 

least many weeks. Without waiving any rights that we otherwise 

have, I will let the witness answer this question, but I do 

emphasize that we are getting, in my judgment, ·well beyond the 

pre-June 17th matters. 

MR. DUNIE: I appreciate that • 

. MR. STRICKLER: You may answer. 

THE WITNESS: Ask the question. 

BY MR, DUNIE: 

Q Other than from what you may ha~e read in the press, 

do you have any knowledge a·s to what Mr. Gray did with the 

package of documents? 

A I have no knowledge other than.what I have read in 

the press. I have hearsay knowledge that confirms what I have 

read in the press. 

Q From whom did you obtain that hearsay knowledge? 

A I was present in the President's office on the evening 

of April 15th when John Ehrlichman called Acting Director Gray 

and inquired as to the disposition of this. It was told by 

Acting Director Gray, according to Mr. Ehrlichman, that he had 

destroyed the material. 

(1079) 



57.7 H.R. HALDEMAN DEP0SITION1 MAY 22, 1973, DNC v. McCORD, 254-55 

255 

Q Do you know whether he told Mr. Ehrlichman when t hat 

material had been destroyed? 

A No, I don't believe he did. I don 1 t believe he told 

him when he destroyed it. Mr. Ehrlichman's shock at receiving · 

that original information I think precluded his pursuing it 

further. · 

Q Do you know whether Mr. Gray told Mr. Ehrlichman or 

anyone else, to the best of your knowledge or from information 

you may have gathered, "INhether he read or made synopses of the 

documents prior to destroying them? 

A I don't know. I have no knowledge. 

Q Have you ever had any conversations with Mr. Gray 

relative to these documents? 

A No. 

Q To the best of your recollection, Mr. Haldeman, when 

you first learned that there were, to use Dean's phrase, " sensi-

tive political documents" found in the Hunt safe, did you eve~ 

direct anyone to find out for you what those documents were? 

A No. 

Q Do you know whether anyone i ssued any direction to 

Dean or to anyone else to find out the nature of those documents? 

A No, I don't. 

Q Do you know whether th e Presi d ent was ever infor me d 
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